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LETTER  VI. 

Further    Obfervations    on    the    CalviniJlU 

Controverfy. 

MY  DEAR  MISS  M r— , 

In  juftice  to  our  opponents,^e  muft  now 
acknowledge,  that  the  doftrines  of  Calvin, 
arrayed  in  all  their  original  horrors,  are 
too  fombrous  for  the  adoption  of  all  who 
arrange  themfelves  under  his  dtjlinguijhing 
banner.  A  more  limited  (and  we  muft 
add  indiftind)  idea  of  predeftination  is 
entertained  by  many  who,  in  the  prefcnt 
VOL.  II.  B  times. 
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times,  affume  the  title  of  moderate  Cal- 
vinifts.  As  thefc  feceders  fccm  rather 
inclined  to  difpute  with  us  for  words  than 
for  things,  and  are  in  many  refpefts 
highly  valuable  members  of  Chriftianity, 
we  are  in  this  inftance  rather  called  upon 
to  lament  infirmity,  than  to  reprobate 
grofe  error.  A  defire  of  being  wife  above 
what  is  written,  a  contentious  fpirit,  and 
the  abfence  of  clear  ideas,  are  failings 
which  we  (hould  feek  to  remedy  in  our- 
felves,  and  meekly  endeavour  to  reform 
in  others. 

Our  ablcft  logicians  affirm,  that  the 
phrafc  moderate  Calvinifm  *  is  a  fble* 
cifmj  that  this  fyftcm  muft  be  adopted 

*  Some  explain  moderate  Calvinifm  .to  mean 
people  who  hold  the  dodirine  of  abfplpte  predelU- 
nadon  themfelves,  but  do  not  confider  fuch  belief  to 
be  oeeef&ry  to  falvation^  or  an  elTejitial  article  of 
Cluriitian  fiutJi.  Some  explain  ic.to  be^  only  hplding 
par(s  of  that  leformec's  fioguIar.4)piQioiiJi. 

wholly^ 
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whrfly,  or  totttty  rejeAc*;  diat  wirfidtt!; 
nprcixsLe^  no  meaning  can  be  affigne^t 
to  the  word  eloSt ;  mi  chac  wkhout 
humw  agency,  thefe  can  be  no  virtue. 
I  am  not  equal  to  thefe  niceties  of  di^ifw 
tation;  it  is  fufficioit  £>r  my  purpofc^ 
tkzt  the  above  appellation  is  adopted  by 
many,  who  ufe  it  as  the  fign  of  their' 
difient  ifrom  the  great  body  of  the  efta- 
bliflied  chtirch.  To  me  it  appears  a 
diftinAion  without  a  difFeretice ;  or  rather, 
that  the  difputed  points  are  of  fuch  a 
metaphyfical  fubtile  nature,  as  to  elude 
the  refcarch  of  ordinary  underftandings. 

It  is  not  my  wi(h  to  lead  you  into  a 
■  maze  of  controverfy ;  but  only  to  guard 
you  againft  all  fchifmatical  perfuafives, 
which  may  come  recommended  by  the 
impoling  names  of  ferioufhefs  and  extra- 
ordinary piety,  or  of  more  profound 
gpfpel  knowledge.  Inllead  of  proicribing 
piety  and  ferioufn>efs,  our  chuKh  requires 
B  Q  them 
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them  from  all  her  members ;  fhe  has  ap- 
pointed offices  for  morning  and  evening 
prayer;  and  Ihe  commemorates  every 
feftival  connefted  with  Chriftianity,  either 
in  relation  to  its  myfteries,  or  to  the  ex- 
ample of  its  primitive  worthies.  So  far 
from  withholding  the  Scriptures  from  the 
congregation,  (he  enjoins  the  frequent  ufe 
of  theni  to  all  her  members,  and  fhe 
prays,  that  they  may  not  only  "  read,'* 
but  "  mark,  learn,  and  inwardly  digeft 
•*  them."  If,  therefore,  we  really  are  in 
fearch  of  piety,  virtue,  and  knowledge, 
we  need  not  wander  from  her  fold. 

It  is  true,  our  Church  rejefts  all  fimi- 
litude  to  the  ^oaftful  merit  of  the  Pha- 
rifee,  on  whatever  pretext  that  merit  is 
foppofed  to  be  founded.  She  admits  no 
pofidve  judging  of  the  religious  (late  of 
others,  further  than  as  their  aftions  fpeak 
their  hearts;  and  ihe  encourages  us  to 
4ire£t  our  attention  to  our  own  lives  as 

well 
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wclf  as  principles.  She  requires  great 
modefty  of  judgment  on  abftrufe  and 
myfterious  points,  efpecially  as  to  what 
relates  to  our  fpiritual  condition,  or  tp 
the  manner  in  which  divine  grace  is  con- 
veyed to  the  foul  i  and  it  muft  be  con- 
fcfled,  (he  experts  her  n^embers  rather 
to  be  learners  and  hearers j  than  exfojlula^ 
tors  and  expounders  \  that  they  ftiouki  be 
clothed  with  humility,  inftead  of  felf- 
fufficiencyj  and  that  they  (hould  fubmit 
themfelves  to  their  *'  fpiritual  paftors  and 
**  mafters/*  inftead  of  cavilling  at  thofc 
who  "  watch  over  them  in  the  Lord/'— 
What  pafles  for  fpiritual  gifts  in  the 
eyes  of  many,  fhe  efteems  the  folly  of 
*'  curious  and  carnal  men/'  and  to  the 
long  tautological  extemporary  efFufipns 
of  over-weening  confidence,  (he  oppofes 
her  formularies,  conceived  '*  in  obedi- 
*'  ence  to  the  fober  counfels  of  the  Royal 
**  Preacher:'*  Be  not  "  raflh  with  thy 
^3  "  mouth. 
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•*  mouth,  and  let  not.  thy  heart  be  hafty 
••  to  utter  any  thing  before  God." 

In  another  point  fhe  is  ^fo  decided  j 
1  mean  as  to  the  independency  of  her 
tninifters ;  who,  **  being  ftewards  of  the 
•*  myfteries  of  God,"  derive  their  com- 
miffion  from  him,  and  certainly  ought 
not  to  be  amenable  to  the  congregation 
whom  they  are  ordained  to  inftruft,  and 
from  whom  they  are  not  to  withhold  what 
is  profitable.  The  liberty  of  choofitig 
their  own  inftruftors,  or,  what  is  tanta- 
mount, of  deferting  their  parochial  church, 
if  It  be  occupied  by  a  clergyman  whofe 
manner  of  preaching  they  diflike,  is  afferted 
by  moft  moderate  Calvinifts ;  who,  while 
they  afFeft  rcfpeft  for  the  hierarchy,  claim 
a  degree  of  licence  for  its  lay  members 
inconfiftent  with  the  regular  fubordination 
on  which  it  is  founded  ;  and  degrade  a 
fpiritual  fundion,  by  judging  ic  with  the 

fame 
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lamr  rules  of  preference  and  inclination 
as  they  apply  to  tcnnporal  occupations. 
The  greateft  law  authority  in  this  king- 
dom has  juft  given  a  public  opinion  on 
the  inexpedience  of  officiating  clergymen 
being  elefted  by  parochial  ballot*;  by 
which  nr^anSj  in  the  firft  inftance,  a  parifh 
is  furc  U>  be  rendered  the  feat  of  content 
tion  and  cabal.  And  with  what  lamentable 
impediments  muft  the  fuccefsful  candi- 
date comn^nce  his  facred  funftions^  in  a 
congregation  among  whom  he  has  been 
the  engine  of  difcord  before  he  can  attempt 
to  be  the  minifter  of  peace) !  Can  the  word 
of  charity  and  holinefs  be  received  with 
due  effeft,  by  thofc  whom  the  eager  zeal 
of  a  popular  conteft  has  prepared  rather 
to  cavil  than  to  obey  ?  What  opinion 
fhould  we  form  of  a  fchool,  that  recom- 
mended itfelf  to  public  attention  by  an 
affurance  that  the  boys  fliould  be  permitted 
B  4  to 
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to  choofe  their  inftruftors*,  and  decide 
upon  the  propriety  of  rewards  and  punilh- 
ments  ?  A  congregation  ele£ling  the  teacher 
who  ihall  diftribute  to  them  the  word  and 
bread  of  life,  is  not  lefs  contradiftory  to  the 
fober' notions  of  ecclefiaftical  gradation  i 
for  it**niuft  be  recollefted,  that,  though 
fome  of  its  menibers  nnay.  be  in  reality 
enlightened  Chriftians,  the  deciding  ma- 
jority are  ignorant,  and  confequently 
expofed  to  the  errors  and  prejudices  of 
ignorance.  The  very  idea  of  needing 
inftruftion,  implies  the  unfitnefs  of  choof* 
ing  a  teacher ;  if  we  already  know, 
why  do  we  afk  to  be  taught  ?  if  we  arc 
adequate  judges  of  the  degree  or  kind  of 
information  that  we  want,  we  have  ad- 
vanced beyond  the  bounds  of  pupilage* 

*  Abfurd  as  this  fuggeftion  mull  feem,  it  wa» 
Jtrtoujly  propofed  by  a  philofophiftical  reformer,  ai 
a  likely  means  of  improving  our  national  fyftcm  of 
education.  * 
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Bcfide,  muft  not  thefe  fpiritual  guides,  wRo^ 
owe  their  elevation  to  their  popularit]r> 
feel,  that  a  "  breath  may  unmake  them^ 
**  as  a  breath  has  made  ?"  and  will  they 
not  lie  under  a  ftrong  temptation  to  aft 
like  the  feeble-minded  prophets  of  Judah, 
when  the  people  called  upon  them  to 
^  prophecy  unto  them  fmooth  things," 
and  thus  preach  the  lying  words  of  vanity, 
inftead  of  the  law  of  God  ?.  When  we 
confider  the  manifeft  danger  that  muft 
rcfult  to  faith  and  morals  from  thus  tranf- 
poGng  the  fituations  of  tuition  and  obe* 
dicnccy  making  powerlcfs  precept  depend 
on  dominadng  pupilage,  wc  muft  rejoice 
that  a  very  ftnall  part  of  the  eftablifhment 
is  at  prcfcnt  fubjc6t  to  this  inverted  rule 
of  patronage,  and  fincerely  pray  that 
moderate  Calvinifm  may  ever  want  power 
to  increafe  the  number  of  dependent  cler^ 
gymen. 
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I  wHl  pais  the  fubjeft  of  itincrancc  in 
4)ublic  worfhip  with  a  brief  obfervation*. 
It  is  oM  of  the  evils  that  arifc  from  con- 
founding the  ideas  of  the  civil  licence 
which  tcderation  has  given  us,  with  our 
^iritqal  freedom  as  Chriftians.  The  law 
<of  England  fays,  **  though  offices  of  high 
**'  truft  and  relponfibility  can  only  be 
^  delegated  to  thofc  who  are  profeffedly 
>*  members-  of  the  eftaWiflied  churchy 
**  you  are  .permitted  to  worfliip  God  in 
*^  whatever  way  your  confcience  diftates, 
*^  without  fear  of  moleftation/'  The 
gofpel  enjoins  us  to  avoid  ^*  herefies  and 
^'  coiitentbns  j**  it  prefcribts  obedience 
to  thofe  who  "  rule  over  us  in  the  Lord  y* 
it  bids  us  mart  thofe  who  ^  caufe  divi- 
^*  fions  among  us  **  and  it  reprefents 
ichifm  as  a  moft  ferious  offence.  Wc 
may  therefore  choofe  what  teacher  wc  will 

•    This  fubjedl  is  more  copioufly  treated  in  a 
former  publication  of  the  Author's. 

follow: 
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follow :  no  phyfieal  inablUt]^  |>reyents  us 
from  fo  doing ;  nor  is  any  temporal  penalty 
attached  to  the  offence ;  but  if  we  choofe 
unadvifedly,  or  from  any  finifter  motive^ 
ve  e^ercife  this  freedom  at  the  peril  of 
our  own  fouls.  Wandering  from  our 
p^riih  churcl^  in  fearch  of  a  palatable 
preacher,  is  perhaps  one  of  the  leaft 
culpabie  methods  of-exercifing  this  fup« 
pofed  right;  but  the^  breaking  of  any 
]p€0(al  barrier  is  like  the  letting  out  of 
watpr?-  When  once  we  dep^t  from  that . 
humility  aiid  regularity  which  we  are  en*^ 
joined  to  revere,  jio  one  can  fay  at  what  ^ 
degree  of  icepticifm  or  fanaticifm  we  ihaU  •  i 
finally  arrive. . 

Thefe  wanderings  are  generally  juftified 
on  the  fcore  of  a  lov^  of  edification. 
When  the  pretence  of  edification  leada 
the  CQngrcgatioa  of  a  found/ learned,  and 
pipus  divinei  to  follow  thpfe  who  difliui* 
guifli  theuifdvCA  by  the;  appellation  of 
B  6  Gofpel- 
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Gofpcl-preachers,  I  confcfs  myfeJf  at  a 
lofs  to  undi^ftand  in  what  fenfc  they 
appljr  this  terms  for  it  is  well  jcnown^ 
that  thcfc  orators  delight  to  expatiate  on 
Gii£s  part  of  the  covenant  of  grace  in 
fuch  ftrong  language,  as  to  induce  a  fuf- 
picion  that  they  mean  to  reprefettt  man 
as  a  paflive  agent.  The  topics  oh  which 
they  chiefly  treat,  are  thofe  referred  to  in 
the  fecond  book  of  our  articles;  which 
are  rather  rendered  more  abftrufe,  than 
explained,  by  difFufiVe  expofitions;  and^ 
which,  when  taught  to  unlearned  Chrif- 
tians,  fliould  never  be  feparately  enforced, 
but  delivered  as  a  whole  j  one  tenet  limit- 
ing and  explaining  another.  Sermons  of 
this  defcription  arc  alfo  very  apt  to  be 
myftical  and  parabolical,  full  of  abrupt 
tranlitions  and  rhaplbdical  addrefles  to  the 
paflions  of  their  hearers  i  and  we  very  frc-- 
quently  meet  a  fcantinefs  of  moral  in* 
ftrudionj  if  not  a  fyftematic  exclulion  of 

the 
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the  obligations  of  ChriftianoBedicnce.  If 
we  add  to  thefe  faults,  the  verbofity  and 
repetition  which  diftinguifti  thefe  ha- 
rangues, we  muft  conclude  that  they  really 
arc  difficult  to  be  undeftbod  by  unlearned 
hearers.  A  learned  divine  obferver,. 
**  that  he  never  liftened  to  a  preacher  of 
^  this  dcfcription^  without  rcflefting  how^ 
**  very  diflFerent  their  manner  is  from  rfiat 
**  of  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles,  whofe  difi- 
**  courfes  were  alfo  generally  addrcffed  to* 
*^  the  multitude/^  Clearnefs,.  comprc- 
henfivenefs,  and  perfuafive  inftrudion,- 
wcre  (as  might  be  expefted)  the  tokens 
of  that  peculiar  infpiration  which  accom- 
panied the  Divine  Founder  and  Brft  pro- 
mulgators of  our  faith ;  and  if  after  the 
lapfe  of  eighteen  centuries,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  difadvantages  which  muft  attend' 
that  diflimilarity  of  manner,  climates, 
cuftom,  and  language,  under  which  we 
now  receive  the  facred  canon^  we  feel  our 

hearts 
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hearts  burn  within  us  at  the  perufal,  what 
ijiiift  hav^  bieen  their  power  of  ^fFefting 
thofe  to  whorti  they  were  firft  addreffcd  ! 
Well  might  the  word  of  God  be  then 
compared  to  a  two-edged  fword,  pierciog 
the  reins  and  the  hd^rt. 

The  cmbarraffment  which  urilearned' 
preachers'  evidently  feel,  when  they  at- 
tempt to  make  abftrufe  doiftrines  famiKar 
to  ignorant  minds,  may  tempt  one  to  fay 
to  them,  "  Underftandeft  thou  what  thou' 
^'  teacheft  ?"  A  favourite  topic  with  them 
is,  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  is  im- 
puted to  the  uftdeemed,  and  our  fins 
to  him.  This  doftrine,  which  Dr.  He)r> 
rightly  terms  wholly  inconceivable,  *^i^ 
«^  not  fupp&rted  by  the  txfrejs  words  of 
"  Scripture,'*  and  is  a  human  refinement 
upon  the  atonement  of  Chrift,  that  great 
kcy-ftone  of  our  religion;  proceeding 
upon  the  foppofition,  that  a  juft  God 
\«ould  not  puniOi  an  innoccitt  or  pardon. 

a  guilty 
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«  guilty  perfon;  therefore,  as  mankind 
were  all  finncrs,  and  are  yet  forgiven  j 
and  a»  Chrift,  though  perfeftly  fpotlefs, 
was  offered  up  for  us,  he  not  only  "  bore 
"  our  infirnnities  and  became  a  curfe  for 
**  Us,"  but  our  offences  were  afitually  at^ 
trihuted  to  \\\m3  and  our  fpotted  garments 
were  not  merely  wafhed  in  his  Wood, 
but  we  arc  1^0  attired  in  the  robes  of 
bis  righteoufncfs.  Your  intimate  acquaint- 
ance With  the  facred  volume  will  ftiew 
you  how  much  human  fubtilty  has  re- 
fined upon  the  fimplicity  of  Scripture ; 
Educing  doffrines  from  the  figurative  lan- 
guage of  ardent  devotion  or  prophetical 
fervour,  which  even  go  beyond  the  glow- 
ing colours  of  the  enraptured  original. 
The  preacher  who  enters  on  this  diffi- 
cult and  (I  conceive)  unedifying  topic, 
ought  to  poflefs,  a  clear  head,  a  found 
judgement,  great  precifion  of  exprcffion, 
and  conrunand  of  language,  in  order  to 

convince 
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convince  his  unlettered  auditors  that  there 
is  an  unfurmountable  diftindion  between 
imputed  and  inherent  righteoufnefs,  and 
that  they  niay  as  eafily  difcard  the  cover- 
ing of'  their  Redeemer's  merits,  as  re- 
nounce the  benefits  of  his  paffion.  The 
orator  ihould  alfo  recoiled,  that  when 
once  he  exceeds  the  limit  of  Scripture, 
he  is  in  danger  of  approaching  the  con- 
fines of  blafphemy  5  and  that  while  he 
exalts  die  humility  of  the  Lamb  of  God,, 
he  muft  alfo  remember  that  he  was  a 
holy,  undcfiled,  and  fpotlefs  facrifice.  In 
Ipeaking  of  doftrines  above  our  connpre*- 
hcnfions,  the  language  of  Scripture 
fliould  be  preferred  j  and  though  this 
authorizes  us  to  fay  the  "  Lord  our 
righteoufnefs,*'  furely  we  exceed  our  war- 
rant when  we  affirm  that  his  perfonal 
obedience  is  attributed  to  us.  Chrill 
js  made  unto  us  "  wifdom/*  as  well  as 

"  righte^. 
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*'  righteoufncfs  * :"  does  this  text  autho- 
rize us  to  claim  the^omnifcicnce  of  our 
Saviour?  I  fliould  anfweri  in  the  fame 
fenfe  as  it  does  his  holinefs. 

Our  Church  has  not  admitted  this  idea 
of  imputation  into  her  ofHges^  or  articles. 
Dr.  Hey,  in  explaining  the  fcntence, 
"  accounted  righteous  before  God,"  dif- 
tinguilhes  between  being  "  accounted,'* 
and  "  being  made  righteous  f ."  It  is  a 
leading  idea  in  many  devotional  trafls 
compofed  as  preparatory  to  the  Sacra- 
ment i  but  is  not  admitted  into  the  found 
and  mafterly  compofition  of  Bilhop  Wil- 
fon  on  that  fubjeft.  It  was  much  ampli-* 
fied  in  the  works  of  the  late  Mr.  James 
Hcrvey,  who  Ihould  rather  be  termed  a 
devotional  poet  than  an  inJiruSiive  divine^ 
Indeed,  it  is  more  like  a  poetical  idea 


•  I  ft  Corinthians,  x  ft  chapter,  3othvverfc» 
f  Key's  Lefturcs,  vol.  3d,  page  268. 
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than  an  article  of  belief  i  and,  though  it 
may  warm  an  ardent  iiaiaginatk>b>  lecms 
incapable  of  pradical  application.  When 
united  with  the  Calviniilic  do£brine  of 
elcftion,  it  is  extremely  dangerous,  tend- 
ing to  confirm  fpirituai  felf-lulEciency, 
and  all  the  extravagance  oi  religious 
frenzy.  To  know  that  our  Blcffgd  l-*ord* 
fuffered  to  redeem  us,  muft  lufficiently 
krfpire  abhorrence  of  fin,  and  gratitude  to 
the  Redeemer,  without  entertaining  thofe 
confufing  notions  of  alternate  imputation 
which  confound  every  idea  of  identity 
and  refponfibility.  When  Jefus  poured 
forth  bis  blood,  upon  the  crofs,  he  did  an 
aftioa  highly,  acceptable  to  his  Heavenly- 
Father,,  and  was  no  more  guilty  than  the 
pardoned  thief  became  itiHQcent  by  our 
Saviour's  promifing  to  admit  Jiim  into  Pat» 
radife.  Omnipotence  has  no  power  over 
the  paji.  Sins  once  committed  cannot  be 
unperformed.  The  penitent-  was  for- 
given. 
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given,  on  account  of  his  extraordinary 
faich  in  the  great  aft  of  expiation  which 
he  was  adnaicced  to  witncfs,  and  enabled 
to  difcern.  In  the  language  of  ScHpture, 
"  his  robes  were  waflied  in  the  blood  erf" 
'^  the  Lamb  /*  but  it  is  in  his  own  robes 
o(  inherent  rightcoufnefs  that  Chrift  pleads 
for  us  at  the  mercy-feat  of  God  ♦. 

Another  favourite  pradbice  of  thcfc 
preachers  is,  to  introduce  a  philippic 
againft  morality,  under  the  term  of  "the 
"  filthy  rags  of  our  own  righieoufiiefs.*' 
This  metaphorical  exprcffipn  is  adopted 
from  the  Prophet  Ifaiah,  who  was  then 
lamenting  the  grofs  corruption  and  ap- 

•  There  is  a  text  in  Revelatbns  which  feems  to 
disprove  the  tenet  of  imputed  righteoufnefs  j  but  I 
fpeak  as  an  Englilh  reader  ignorant  of  the  original 
language:  it  occurs  in  the  19th  chapter,  8th  verfe, 
where  the  heavenly  fpoufe  (or  the  Church)  is  dc- 
fcribcd  as  attired  "  in  tlie  rightcoufnefs  of  the 
'^  Saints."  ^ 

proachipg 
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preaching  diffolution  of  the  Jewifh  Church. 
By  comparing  the  6th  verfe  of  the  64th 
chapter,  with  the  57th  and  58th  chapters, 
wc  fhall  find,  that  the  Jews  called  the 
outward  ceremonial  obfervances  of  the 
law  by  the  name  of  rightcoufnefs,  and 
expefted  juftification  from  fafts  and  facri- 
fices,  while  they  went  on  in  the  pra6tice  of 
every  atrocious  wickednefs  *.  Well  might 
the  prophet,  in  his  penitentiary  addrefles  to 
Heaven,  call  fuch  obedience  by  the  name 
of  "  filthincfs  5"  and  all  his  earneft  expof- 
tulations  "  to  put  away  the  evil  of  their 
"  doings,  to  ceafc  to  do  evil,  to  learn  to 
"  do  well,*'  clearly  point  out  that  he  had 
no  intention  to  decry  moral  cbfervance. 
If  the  context  were  regarded,  the  text 
might  be  ufed  as  an  admonition  to  thole 
who  negleft  their  duties,  and  their  honeft 
callings,    to    liften   to   florid  unedifying 

*   Sec  alfo  the  ift  chapter  of  Ifaiah* 

harangues 


y  Google 


21 

harangues.  When  this  quotation  is  in- 
troduced without  any  explanation  of  the 
fenfe  in  which  it  (hould  be  applied,  it 
may  be  called  a  declamation  againft  all 
the  focial  virtues  j  and,  inftead  of  being 
an  effort  to  fave  fouls  from  Satan,  is  in- 
deed an  attempt  to  extend  his  empire. 

They  who  wifli  to  have  their  offences 

«xcufed,  rather  than  eradicated,  are  often 

allured  from  their  regular  minifter  by  the 

exonerating  explanations  of  thofe  who  en* 

large  the  doftrine,  that  man  has  no  power 

'*'  to  corrie  to  God  unlefs  he  is  drawn  by 

"  him*,*'  till  they  utterly  abolifh  human 

refponfibility.     That  we  are  **  unable  of 

"  ourlelves  to  help  ourfelves,**  is  a  truth 

which  even  the  dim  light  of  natural  reli- 

^on  difcovered.     "  In  God  we  live,  and 

**  move,  and  have  our  being.*'     On  God 

we  depend  for  Health,  life,  profperity,  and 

*  See  Remarks  on  the  Lambeth  Articles,  Letter 
ihc  5th. 

underftanding. 


y  Google 


S2 

underft^nding.  But  as  in  our  nitural 
life  our  dependance  on  die  Derty  does  not 
fuperfede  human  exertion^  fo  in  our  (pi- 
ritual  exiftence  our  bed  endeavours  muft 
co-operate  with  the  divine  influence. 
To  fay  that  "we  arc  unable  of  ourfclves 
to  help  ourfeives,**  is  a  devout  acknow- 
ledgennent  of  the  dependance  of  crea- 
tures  who  feel  that  the  powers  of  motion 
and  reflexion  depend  upon  the  will  of 
the  Creator;  who  can  in  an  inftant 
fufpend  the  operation  of  every  animal 
fundion  or  mental  organ,  as  eafily  as  he 
can  interrupt .  the  ordinary  routine  of 
inert  nature.  But  bccaufe  miracles  have 
fometimes  happened,  we  are  not  to  ex- 
pert their  frequent  recurrence  in  the  na- 
tural world ;  nor  becaufe  there  have  been 
Angular  interpofitions  of  divine  grace, 
and  extraordinary  converfions,  are  we  al- 
lowed '*  to  dafli  our  foot  againfl:  a  ftone/' 
in  expe£tation  of  angelical  interference.; 

nor. 
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ndr  to  «  tcalpt  the  Lord  our  God,"  in 
dSuraice  that  be  will  draw  u&  into  thtf^ 
fc^  of  faith. 

The  manntr  in  whioh  divine  prefciencc 
iDfluetmes  immaili  feee  will,  is  an  imdif^ 
xkxirered  tnyftcry^  to  which  probably 
our  pre^nt /aculcLes  are  not  equal;  but 
jno  one  ever  omitted  a  duty,  or  yielded 
to  a  vice^  without  fading  that  they  had  a 
^tiuer  of  cbjsnmg  the  commandment,  or 
jifimdlng  the  tranigreflion.  When  a  man's 
underftanding  is  fo  far  enlightened  as  to. 
Joiow  his  ditfy,  he  may  certainly  be  faid 
.to  be  drawn  of  Grod.  Afuperior  intel- 
Icft  may  perhaps  poflefs  fufficicnt  acute- 
jicfs  to  difcover  a  difference  between  that 
fore-knowledge  */hich  difcerns,  and  that 
which  propdsi  andjfnaiy  alfo  perceive  that 
they  feel  in  themfidvcs  that  power  of 
chooHng  ^ichis:anindiiputableevk3ence 
of  the  juftice  of  God.  Such  pcrfons  may 
jiot  find  it  dangerousi  to  pu&  their  in^ 

quiries 
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qtiirics  into  thefc  fubtile  (and  we  mtift 
add  unproBtablc)  fpeculations ;  but  the 
edification  of  a  popular  audience  cannot 
be  promoted,  by  confining  their  inftruc- 
tion  to  the  obvious  truth,  that  they  can 
neither  ferve  God  nor  Man  unlefs  God 
enables  theai  fo  to  do.  This  doftrinc 
(which  is  but  another  way  of  faying,  that 
we  can  neither  walk  nor  breathe  without 
Almighty  permifTion)  ftiould  always  be 
coupled  with  an  affurance,  that  God  en- 
ables all  who  are  fincerely  dcfirous  of  fb 
doing  "  to  work  out  their  own  falvation," 
or  we  refer  our  own  perverfe  courfes  to 
the  Author  of  our  cxiftence,  and  make 
the  holy,  wife,  and  juft  God  culpable  for 
our  wilful  reprobation.  For,  if  we  had  no^ 
power  to  do  right,  how  can  we  be  faid  to 
do  wrong?  or  how  are  we  refponfiblefor 
the  mifufe  of  a  talent  that  we  never  pof- 
feffed  ?  Surely  the  perverfcnefs  of  human 
nature  cainnot.  be  more  ftrongly  Ihcwn, 
'  than 
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than  by  thus  turning  the  omnipotefnce  of 
God  into  a  cloak  for  fin.  If  our  op-^ 
ponents  plead  Scripture  in  fupport  of  their 
opinions,  we  muft  here,  as  in  other  cafes^ 
bid  them  look  at  the  whole  Scriptures  for, 
in  order  to  prevent  this  truth  from  being 
pulhed  into  a  dangerous  extreme,  it  it 
fenced  in  by  every  moral  precept  and, 
perfuafive  to  holinefs,  which  uniformly 
admit  thjC  free  agency  of  man,  by  fup-i 
j)ofing  him  capable  of  "  choofing  good 
**  and  rcfufing  evil/' 

Our  abfolute  dependence  upon  God,, 
both  for  fpiritual  and  temporal  good,  is 
inculcated  to  give  ardour  to  our  devotion 
and  fpirituality  to  our  thoughts ;  not  to' 
palfy  tlfe  efforts  of  piety,  virtue,  and  in* 
duftry.  Saving  grace  is  given  to  all  who 
implore  it ;  and  they  who  know  this,  yet 
do  not  alk  for  this'  bleffing,  '*  refill  the 
•«  Spirit  of  God,"  and  deferve  the  con- 
demnation which  will  be  their  portion. 

voic,  !!•  c  Conncded 
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Conne(?l:ed  with  the  preceding  doftrinesy 
are  the  favourite  methodiftical  tenets,  that 
Chrift  has  done  all  for  us,  and  that  th^ 
human  heart  is  utterly  depraved.  This 
laft  dodlrine  is  faid  to  be  the  foundation 
of  humility;  but  humility  is  defcribed  as 
thinking  "  foberly"  of  itfelf;  and  furely, 
to"*  fuppofe  ourfelves  utterly  vile  and  dia^ 
bolical  cannot  confift  with  folpricty  of 
judgement;  for  from  fuch  a  corrupt  tree 
good  fruit  cannot  be  expefted.  Hu- 
mility is  founded  on  a  confideration  of. 
our  own  individual  demerits,  and  not  on 
the  weaknefs  or  imperfedion  of  ihe  order 
of  creatures  to  which  we  belong.  But, 
left  you  (hould  fufpefl:  the  validity  of  my 
unauthorifed  opinion,  I  will  fanfti^o  my 
fcntin^iCnts  by  the  introduction  of  ajuftly- 
veierated  name.  *^  It  is  no  aft  pf  hu- 
*^  miliation,"  fays  Bifhop  Tayjor,  "  to 
"  confefs  a  crime  that  all  the  world  are 
<^  equally  guilty  of,  that  could  not  have 

^'  been 
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•*  been  avoided  by  our  timeliefl:  indufl:ry> 
*'  and  that  ferves  for  fo  many  ends  in  the 
**  cxcufc  and  minoration  of  our  aftual 
**  impieties ;  fo  that,  as  Diogenes  trampled, 
**  upon  the  pride  of  Plato  with  a  greater 
^*  faftuoufncfs  and  humourous  oftenta- 
•^  tion,  fo  do  we  with  original  fin,  de*  > 
**  cl^m  againft  it  bitterly,  to  fave  the 
*'  other  harmlefs;  and  are  free  in  the 
**  publication  of  this,  that  we  may  be  in- 
•'  ftrufted  to  conceal  the  aftual.  We 
^'  charge  our  guilt  upon  Adam,"  con- 
tinues he,  "  to  leffen  the  imputation  upon 
**  us,  or  to  increafe  the  licence  or  the 
^'  confidence ;  when  every  one  of  us  ig 
^*  the  Adam,  the  man  of  fin,  and  the 
^^  parent  of  our  own  impurities ;  what- 
**  ever  mifchief  Adam  did  to  us,  we  do 
*^  more  to  ourfelvcs*,"  It  will  fcarcely 
be  infinuated,  that  Jeremy  Taylor  was 

«  Li&  of  Chriftj  pages  37  and  jS. 

c  g  i^feAed 
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infedled  with  the  Pelagian  herefyj  that  he- 
iqfjfted  on  the  doftrinp  of  felfjuftication, 
or  doubted  the  nepeflity  of  a  Sayio.ur. 
But  he  lived  in  times  which  afforded  ^ 
moft  lamentable,  examples  of  the  effcfts 
of  puihipg^  fcriptural  docflrines  tooj  far  j 
an  error  which  the^  primitive  refoj-mers- 
uaqueftionably  fell  intp,  ia  their  zeal  for 
oppofing  the  Romilh  dodlrine  of  man's 
merits,  which  at  thapage  w^g  generally 
uoderftood  to  meaij  fuch  fuperftitious 
fervicps  and  obf^rvanQes  .as  bore  a. near 
refembUnce  to  wh^t;  the  prophe^t  Ifaiah 
jiiftly  decried  in  :his  admonitions  to  the 
corrupted  church  of  IfraeJ.  But,  as  juf- 
tification  by  faith,  if  it  be  inforced  with- 
out its  correlative  reftriftion,  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  good  works,  muft  inculcate  An- 
tinomian  licentiqufnefs ;  /o  if  the  preacher 
infills  on  human  corruption,  further  than 
to  convince  his  hearers  of  the  neceflity  of 
a  Saviour  and  a  Sanftifier,  he  gives  them 

an 
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an  excuje  for  their  lifts,  inftcad  of  a  Lottie 
to  vanquifli  them.     It  is  true,  many  paf- 
feges  in  Scripture  deftribe,,  in  vivid  co- 
lours, the  taint^which  wiaftkind  received  by 
'  the  fall  of  their  anceftdr  j  but  it  is  likewife 
true,  ithat  the  faiine  Scripture  as  ftrongly 
and   clearly    reprcfents  every  individual 
'offender  as  the  author  of  his  own  deftruc- 
tibn,  and  the'viftim  of  his  own  vices. 
Are  we  then  to  employ  Scripture  to  com- 
'bat  Scripture,  'and  thus  engage  the  mem- 
bers of   Chrift  in  eternal   controverfy? 
-No  J  furdy  thefe  fecrtiingly  bpp6fite  paf- 
fcges  were  inferted  in  the  facred  volume 
'^pre/krveus  frdm  falling  into  extremes  If 
"Opinion.     A    tixt    that    afferts  our   fre'e 
•agency,    is  intended  to  be  our  barrier 
'againft  bfehevifig  abfolute  predeftlnatibn  ; 
-and  we    <ian    have    rto    ftroriger    proof, 
that  we  muft  not  take  the  "  defperate 
'**  wickednefs  of  man'*  in    its   ftrongefl: 
fcnfe,  than  th^e  aflurance  that  we  are  ca- 
c  3  pable 
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pable  of  *^  becoming  good  and  faithful 
**  fervants  of  God/' 

In  the  hc4t  of  contro\rerfy  (as  I  before 
obferved),  many  of  our  great  reformers 
made  ufe  of  expreflions,  which  even  the 
bold  figures  of  oriental  imagery  fcarcely 
juftified  them  in  adopting.  I  can  nt> 
where  find  in  holy  writ,  that  at  the  fall 
"  Adam  loft  the  image  of  God>  and  be- 
*'  c^me  the  image  of  the  Devil. j  that> 
'*'  inftead  of  the  citizen  of  Heaven,  he 
**  became  the  bond-flave  of  Hell,  having 
•'  in  himfelf  no  one  part  of  his  former 
y  purity  and  cleannefs,  but  being  alto- 
**  gether  fpotted  and  defiled;  infomuch 
*^  that  he  now  feemed  to  be  nothing  but 
^^  a  lump  of  fin,  and  therefore,  by  the 
"  juft  judgement  of  God,  was  condemned 
**  to    everlafting  devh*/'     If  this  de- 

*  Homily  on  Salvation.  In  reading  controverfol 
works,  we  fhould  carefully  dilUnguiih  between  rhe- 
toric and  argument. 

fcriptioa 
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Icription  refer  to  the  natural  individual 
Adam,  it  is  mod  certainly  contradidled 
by  Scripture,  where  the  father  of  the 
human  race  is  reprefented  as  a  fiiiner^ 
but  as  a  reprieved  contrite  finner,  de- 
J)ending  upon  the  divine  promife*,  full 
of  hope  in  the  God  who  had  punilhed 
him,  and  favoured  (as  we  may  infer  from 
the  4th  of  Genefis,  14th  verfe)  with 
Jpecial  manifeftations  of  the  Deity.  And 
fince  Scripture  has  no  where  told  us  what 
was  the  final  fate  of  this  eminent  ofFender, 
with  whonfl  the  co<^enant  of  mercy  was 
ifirft  made,  it  is  highly  indecorous  in  us 
to  prefume  to  explain  "  Death "  in  any 
other  than  its  temporal  fenfe.  Rather 
let  us  hope  that,  like  all  his  redeemed 
offspring,  the  firft  Adam  will  be  made 
alive  by  the  fecond. 

f  Obferyc  the  »ames  of  his  childrea. 

c4  If 
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If  Adam  be  fpoken  of  metaphorically 
in  the  above  paflage,  as  the  reprcfcntatiyc 
of  mankind,  we  have  Scripture  proof  that 
even  the  grofs  corruption  and  extreme 
wickednefs  of  the  antediluvian  world  did 
not  efface  the  image  of  God  in  man*. 
The  *'  rigbteoufnejs*^  of  Abel  is  acknow- 
ledged by  an  apoftlef  5  and  of  Enoch  it  \% 
cxprefsly  faid,  that  "  he  plcafed  God  J/' 
If  it  be  urged,  that  it  was  faith  which 
entitled  thefe  worthies  to  this  exalted 
culogium,  my  argument  is  not  weakened ; 
for  I  conlider  faith  as  a  virtue  which  ift 
produced  by  our  co-operating  with  thji 
grace  of  God,  and  not  an  extraneoxis  qua* 
lity  forcibly  fuperinduced  into  a  paflivc 
machine  by  an  over-ruling  power.  Is  it 
pot  charging  God  fooliflily,  when  we  ^ive 
thefe  dark  colourings  to  human  nature? 

•  Genefi5>  9th  chap.  6th  verfe. 
f  Hebrews,  nth  chap,  verfe  4th. 
J  Ibid,  verfe  5  th. 

for 
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f6r  if  man  be  Co  titterly  vile  arid  diabolical, 
tia's  hbt  God  been  partial  in  excluding 
Satan  and  his  rebel  hoft  fr6m  the  foJJibU 
lity  of  falvation  ?  Why  are  they  referVed 
in  chains  and  darknefs  to  the  judgement 
of  the  'great  day,  and  man  permitted  to 
rejoice  in  the  metcies  of  a  Saviour  ? 

The  guilt  of  felf-righteoufnefs,  cannot 
be  charged  upon  the  belief  that  God  has 
given  U6  a  nattire  capable  of  obeying  him; 
or  in  affirming  that,  notwithftanding  oilr 
hereditary  debafement,  it  is  ftill  pofliblc 
for  us  fo  to  do;  for,  whether  this  power 
of  ferving  God  be  derived  Jfrom  nature, 
or  from  the  aflifting  grace  of  God,  the 
glory  is  ftill  his,  16  he  is  our  Ci^eator  dnd 
San6tifier.  The  moft  offenfive  fpecies  of 
fclf-rightfeoufhefs  niUft  be  incurred  by  at- 
tributing to  ourfelvcs  what  we  deny  to  our 
fellow-creatures ;  and  believing  that  we 
Jlre  the  chofen  veffels,  into  which  (3od's 
Q)iritual  bleffings  are  largely  poured ; 
c  5  while 
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while  others,  though  their  external  con- 
du6t  feems  as  pious  and  correft  as  our 
own,  are  reprobated  as  formalifts  and 
flaves  of  perdition. 

Wc  may  call  upon  Calvinifts;  and 
Semi-Calvinifts,  to  explain  how  they  can 
expeft  the  Chriftian  grace  of  humility  will 
fpring  out  of  a  foil  that  tends  to  engender 
thofe  excufes  for  fin  which  prevent  the 
fenfe  of  coWition.  I  cannot  be  humbled 
by  the  recolledlion  of  fins  which  I  could 
not  avoid  i  but  if^  knowing  that  I  was 
**  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels," 
and  intended  to  be  "  crowned  with  glory 
*'  and  worfliip,^'  I  have  fold  "  myfclf  to 
•*  work  all  uncleannefs  with  greedinefs,'* 
I  im  indeed  felf-degraded,  and  muft 
feem  vile  in  my  own  eyes.  "  The  con- 
"  feflion  of  original  fin,"  fays  the  vene- 
rable prelate  whom  I  have  juft  quoted, 
•'  is  no  imitation  of  Chrjft*s  humility  in 
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'*  fufFering  circumcifion  *  ;  but  too  oftea 
*^  an  aft  of  pride,  carelefsnefs,  and  fe- 
**  curity." 

You  fee  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  truly 
evangelical  author,  it  is  dangerous,  in- 
ftead  of  edifying,  to  inculcate  a  belief  of 
original,  without  endeavouring  to  awaken 
the  corkfcience  to  a  fenfe  of  a^ual  depra- 
vity. The  divines  of  our  Church  mufi-, 
^if  they  conform  to  her  do<5trines  and 
offices,  teach  their  flock,  that,  with 
power  to  ftacid  upright,  man  has„a  natural 
propenfity  to  fall  j  but  the  concioufnefs  of 
this  weaknefs  fllould  make  us  fly  to  the 
mercies  of  Him  for  whofe  fake  impecfeft 
obedience  will  be  accepted,  if  it  be  the 
willing  fervice  of  a  fincere  mind ;  but 
fince  we  are  unable  even  to  do  this  of 
ourfelves,  we  Ihould,  "  by  diligent  and  fer- 
<^  vent  prayer,"  implore  that  "  fpecial** 

*  Life  of  Chrift,  page  39.     Bifhop  Taylor  Is  then 
meditating  on  Chrift's  circumcifion. 

c  6  or 
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or  peculiar  grace  which  will  make  imi 
*^  continually  given  to  all  good  works \^ 
which  fupplications  we  are  encouraged  to 
offer  by  the  affurance  that  God  *^  is  ever 
*'  more  ready  to  hear  than  we  to  pray/' 
This  view  of  human  agency,  and  divine 
afliftance,  correfponds  with  experience, 
and  is  fanflioned  by  Scripture.  Every 
terror  or  uneafinefs  A^hich  wicked  men 
feel  when  they  commit  fin,  tells  them  that 
they  might  have  avoided  the  crime  at 
which  they  fhudder  to  look  back ;  they 
are  alfo  proofs,  that  even  in  its  moft 
faulty  copies  humaq  nature  retains  fomc 
remnant  of  its  original  purity ;  and  that 
when  wc  break  through  the  barriers  of 
confcience,  we  participate  in  the  guilt,  as 
well  as  in  the  punilhment  of  Adam ;  who 
like  ourfelves  was  *'  free  to  Hand  or  fall,'* 
though  it  is  fuppofed  that  his  inclinations 
did  not  fo  powerfully  incline  him  to  evil, 
nor  did  his  paffions  rife  in  fuch  ftrong  oppo- 

fition 


y  Google 


97 

fition  to  his  intcUeftual  faculties.  Every 
exhortation  in  the  New  Tcftament  which 
enjoins  us  ^'  to  make  our  calling  and 
**  cledion  fure,"  to  walk  *^  worthy  of 
"  the  vocation  whereunto  we  are  called,'* 
and  "  to  ftrive  for  the  prize  of  our  high 
*'  calling  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,"  alike 
proves  the  mixed  nature  of  man,  and  that 
the  merits  of  Chrift  will  only  be  applied 
to  thofe  who  do  not  refift  the  Spirit  of 
God. 

The  extravagant  expreflions  by  which 
Calviniftic  teachers  difguft  fober  hearers, 
and  captivate  or  aftonilh  weak  minds, 
often  proceed  from  an  injudicious  imita- 
tion or  erroneous  application  of  fcrip- 
tural  phrafeology.  Allegorical  allufions, 
types,  and-  parables,  formed  a  mode  of 
in(lru6l:ion  which  was  ufcd  by  our  Lord 
with  remarkable  clearnefs  and  effeft.  It 
was  peculiarly  fuited  to  the  cuftoms  of 
Eafternnationsi  but  our  great  difUmilarity 
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la  manners  renders  the  propriety  of  fimi- 
lar  apologues  in^  this  kingdom  cjju^ftion- 
ablcj  I  mean  as  a  popular  method  of  in- 
ftrufting  the  ignorant ;  for  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  the  fuitability  of  appofiitc 
allufion,  and  pifturefque  fimilitude,  when 
we  addrefs  our  difcourfes  to  thofe  who  are 
competently  informed.  Whenever  the 
allegorical  and  figurative  ftyle  is  adopted, 
perfpicuity,  precifion,  and  appropriate- 
nefs,  are  indifpenfable,  efpecially  when  it 
is  applied  to  a  paflage  ofScripture  5  others- 
wife  the  text  is  darkened,  not  elucidated, 
by  the  defigned  explanation.  A  volume 
of  fermons  lies  before  me,  from  wWch  I 
will  quote  an  inftance  of  what  I  call  drain- 
ed fimilitude  and  perverted  allegory.—- 
The  author  fancies  that  at  the  remarkable 
appearance  of  the  Almighty  which  is  re- 
corded in  the  nineteenth  chapter  of  the 
firft  book  of  Kings,  ''  the  fmall  ftill 
**  voice"  in  which  God  only  was  to  be 
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found  was  an  emhkm  of  the  virtue  of  hu- 
mility; and  that  ftorms  and  tempefts, 
earthquakes  and  lightnings,  were  the 
anti-types  of  oioral  commotions,  blufter- 
ing  paffions,  and  political  revolutions, 
becaufe  thefe  latter  were  brought  about 
by  the  agency  of  tlie  prince  of  the  power 
of  the  air.  This  is  imaginationy  not  /Vi- 
firu£li(m.  Who  can  growwifer  or  better, 
by  liftening  to  fuch  reveries  ? 

It  is  moft  certain,  that  the  coming  of 
our  blefled  Lord,  and  the  great  events  of 
his  life,  were  typified  by  many  analogous 
events  that  are  recorded  in  the  old  tefta- 
ment.  This  fimilitude  was  intended  as  a 
preparatory  mode  of  inftruftion,  to  fit 
the  Jews  for  the  appearance  of  the  Meffiah. 
It  is  obferved,  that  Chriftianity  makes  ne 
life  of  types,  becaufe  it  le^ds  to  no  future 
difpenfation.  A  ftrong  fancy,  when  it  is 
not  reftrained  by  an  equally  found  judge- 
ment, may  multiply  refembiances  between 
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the  Old  and  New  Teftament>  x)r,  what  h 
ftill  mare  prejudicial,  between  the  import 
taht  events  which  they  record,  and  the 
comnion  incidents  of  life  j  till  what  wai 
in  itfelf  ferious  and  awful  becomes  ludi- 
crous, and  a  theme  for  prophane  wit. 
^  Lefturcs  on  Scripture  Charafters'*  ap- 
pear  to  me  not  wholly  free  from  the  cen- 
fure  of  overftrained  allufion,  or  from  the 
charge  of  fehtimcntal  refinements  on  the 
noble  fimplicity  of  holy  writ.  When  the 
humour  of  typifying  and  allegorizing  is 
unreftrained  by  learning  or  genius,  the 
confequences  are  moft  lamentable;  for 
Scripture  is  thus  converted  into  a  bye-word 
of  reproach  among  the  profligate.  We 
fhould  refleft,  that  though  fantaftical 
hearers  always  think  that  fermon  the  beft 
which  they  can  lead  undcrftand,  it  is  im^ 
pqffible  that  they  can  be  edified  by  what 
tJicy  cannot  comprehend.  What  imagi- 
nation can  figure   to  itfelf  any  idea  of 
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Death  and  Hdl  conquered,  as  being  one 
of  the  difties  that  (hall  be  fervcd  up  *^  at 
•^  the  feaftof  fat  things/*  which  the  pro- 
•  phct  Ilaiah  mentions  as  prepared  by  God 
for  his  chofen  people  ?  Who  can  fuppofc, 
that  Abigail  falling  at  the  feet  of  DaVid^ 
prefigured  Maty  anointing  Ac  feet  of 
Chrift  5  or,  that  die  two  thieves  between 
whomXhrift  was  crucified  were  types  df 
Lrucifer  aad  Adam  ? 

I  once  queilioned  a  rather  intelligent 
perfon  in  low  life,  refpeftir^  the  purport 
of  a  difcourfe  which  had  been  juil  de« 
livered  by  a  dkrgyman  who  affcftcd  to  be 
diftinguiflied  as  a  Gofpel  preacher.  I 
was  told,  that  th^y  were  ordered  to  *'kick 
**  away  the  thorns  and  briars  which  lay  in 
*'  their  road  to  Heaven."  I  inquired 
whether  thefe  thorns  and  briars  were^p- 
pofed  to  mean  their  cares,  their  iorrows, 
or  their  fins  i  and  w4s  anfwcred,  that  the 
gentleman  "  did  not  tell  them  what  they 
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*'  were/*  This  is  a  proof,  that  whoever 
admits  thefe  forts  of  decorations,  fhould 
take  care  that  the  comprehenfton  of  their 
hearers  keeps  pace  with  the  fallies  of  their 
own  imaginations. 

I  (hall  here  perhaps  be  told,  that  the 
holy  Spirit  .will  affift  the  influence  of  the 
word  of  God,  and  caufe  it  to  operate  on 
the  heart  and  life  of  the  true  believer.  I 
anfwer,  that  fince  the  miracles  which 
eftablifhed  Chriftianity  have  ceafed,  the 
method  by  which  God  feeks  to  convinct 
us  of  facred  truths  is  by  ian  appeal  taour 
tinderftandings.  The  fenfible  and  appa- 
rent influences  of  the  Holy  Gboft,  are  a 
fevourite  theme  with  Calviniftic  teachers. 
That  the  Divine  Comforter  aflifts  all  true 
worlhippers,  is  a  certain  and  moft  confo- 
latory  truth ;  but  that  we  can  difl:ingui{h 
his  workings  from  the  ordinary  fuggef- 
tiona-of X)ur  own  minds,  is  an  unwarrantable 
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inference*.  Dr.  Law,  prebendary  of 
Carlifle,  in  a  fermon  on  the  Limits  of  our 
Inquiries,  obferves — **  Much  perplexity" 
^^  and  infideh'ty  have  refulted  from  too 
"  minute  inveftigation,  efpecially  of  three 
^^  points,  which  reafon  muft  e^er  in  vain 
^*  attempt  to  refolve:  Firft,  concerning 
**  the  influence  and  operation  of  the  Holy 
**  Spirit.  '  The  Comforter,*  fays  Chrift, 
**  is  to  abide  with  ye  for  ever/  "  Yet 
'*  is  there  no  paffage  in  fcripture  which, 
*^  when  fairly  interpretedy  will  afford  any 
•^  countenance  to  the  opinions  of  thofe 
*^  who  pretend  to  a  fenfible  experience  of 

•  The  venerated  name  of  Gilborne  fandlions  th« 
above  affertion.  In  a  fermon  on  Religious  Comfort 
he  feverely  arraigns  the  methodiilical  tenet  above  re- 
ferred ro,  and  a(ks,  *'  Where  is  your  warrant  t6 
*'  place  your  confidence  on  an  inward  feeling ;  ta 
**  regard  an  indeterminate  impulfe  as  an  impreffion 
"  from  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  a  token  and  feal  of  for- 
**  givcnefi  ?'* 
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*'  the  Spirit,  an  irrefiftibfe  impulfe,  an 
**  immediate  converfion,  and  who  at- 
"  tempt  to  point  out  the  exa6t  line  of 
*^  .partition  between  human  efforts  and 
•^  divine  illumination.  This  fpecies  of 
•*  ignorance  our  Saviour  feems  to'  intt- 
*^Tnatc  in  his  difcouYfe  with  Nicodcmus, 
"  The  wind  blowcth  where  it  lifteth,.  arid 
"ye  hear  the  found  thereof,  but  ^afinot 
"tell  whence  it  comeftth,  nor  whither  k 
"  goeth  :  fo  is  every  ittan  that  is  born  0( 
^'  the  Spirit*.^ 

T&r 

*  •  It-is  very  evidetit,  that  tic  'ApofHt*^  and  Prosr 
phets  were  Tenfible  of  infpiration}  but  the  above 
obfervations  only  extend  to  thofc  ordinary  gifts  of 
the  Spirit  which  are  promifed  to  all  Chriftiansr 
fuch  as  enable  us  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  faith> 
and  to  fecure  our  individual  falvation ;  not  fuch  as 
jgave  the  founders  of  our  religion  power  to  convert 
heathen  nations,  and  to  fpread  the  knowledge  of  the 
Lord  over  all  the  earth. 

By  the  continual  fuperintendance  of  the  Spiric, 
the  facred  penmen  were  furniihed,  in  the  gorpels>  in 
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The  other  poihts,  on  which  this  learned ' 
divine  cenfurcs  the  folly  of  too  minute 
inquiry,  arc,  attempting  to  reconcile  hu- 
man liberty  with  God's  foreknowledge, 
and  the  myftery  of  the  Trinity. 

We  mull  regret,  that  the  defire  of  being 
wife  above  what  is  written,  Ihould  induce  . 
many  well-meaning  people  to  perplex 
themfclves,  by  endeavouring  to  difcover 
the  manner  in  which  this  myftfcrious  fimi- 
litude  to  a  rufhing  wind  a6ts  upon  the  ' 
human  heart.  No  fubjeft  has  afforded  an 
Ampler  field  for  ridicule,  than  thofe  pre- 
lenfions  which  go  under  the  name  of  tails, 
experiences,  and  converfions,  and  which 

the  dodrinal  parts  of  the  epUUes«  aad  in  the  pro^,^ 
phecies  which  they  deUvcred,  with  that  meafure  of 
infpiration  which  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft  required ; 
fo  as  to  render  their  writings  an  infallible  (tandard  of 
Chritian.^th.'  As  chofen  mioifters  of  the  grace  of 
God*  thdir  a^ions^aifo  wiore  governed  by  a  more  inw 
mediate  and  over-ruling . pro vldence^  than,  others  caa 
f  refum^  to  cxped. 
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are  fo  frequent  among  enthufiafts;  and 
though  I  cannot  allow,  that  even  fanati- 
cifm,  when  really  accompanied  by  finceri- 
ty,  is  a  proper  fubjeft  for/ridicule,  I  can- 
not afcribe  any  merit  to  the  wounded  feel- 
ings of  thofe  who  may  rather  be  faid  to 
provoke  obloquy  by  their  abfurdity,  than 
to  fufFer  perfecution  for  their  piety.   This 
is  not  enduring  the  crofs  as  a  difciple  of 
Jefus  Chrift,    but  Jnatching  at  .it  like  a 
partizan  of  Swift's  Jack.     Whoever  ap- 
peals to  his  inward  feelings,  renioves  the 
matter  in  debate  from  the  jurifdiftion  of 
reafon,  and  leaves  it  wholly  dependant  on 
his  own  veracity.     Let  him  take  care  that 
his   charafter   will    endure    the  fcrutiny 
which  his  afFeftation  of  fuperior  fanftity 
provokes.     Let  him  remember  too,  that 
he  is  not  now  contending  for  the  great 
truths  of  the  gofpel,  in  which  difpute  he 
would   be   fupported  by   Scripture,  but  ' 
about  an  inward  confcioufnefs  relpefting 
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ivhich  Scripture    is  Jilenty    or   (judging- 
from  the  acknowledgement  of  the  great 
apoftle  to  the  Gentiles)  bojiik  to  his  pre-  . 
tenfions.      Though  St. Paul  was  favoured 
by  vifions  and  revelations;  and  guided  by 
the  Spirit  of  God  in  a  fuperemineqt  de- 
gree, thefe  diftlnftions  were  not  voueh- 
fafed  him  for  his  own  fake.     His  conver- 
fipn  was  miraculous  5  but  it  wasfo  or- 
dained, in  order  that  his  authority  among 
thofe  to  whom  he  was  t<J  preach  the  Go^el  * 
might  be  unqueftioned.     Even  when  he 
was  near  the  clofe  of  his  glorious  laboux^ 
he  appeared  not  to  confider  his  own  falva- 
tion  as  certain^  but  that  he  might  ftill 
forfeit  "  the  prize  of  his  high  calling/*' 
and,  **  after  having  preached  to  others, 
*•  become  a  caft-away."     Previous  to  his 
appearance  before  Nero,  he  implores  the 
prayers  of  his   converts,    that  utterance 
might  be  given  him ;  at  other  times  he 
i:onfefles  himfclf  uninfpired  j  and  in   his 
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ciAoftecion  td  the  Centwioni  that  the  fol- 
diers  fhould  be  prevented  from  cfcaping 
from  the  wreck>  he  intimates  that  even  ia 
miraculous  interpofidons  the  Deity  works 
by  the  powers  of  nature,  or  by  humaa 
agency.  At  other  times  St.  Paul  writers 
like  one  who  was  lifted  out  of  the  body, 
fen(ible  of  infpiration,  gloying  in  unutter* 
able  vifions,  confident  of  future  blifs,  and 
anxious  to  depart  this  life,  that  he  might 
be  with  his  Lord.  This  is  a  lively  and  juft 
pifture  of  a  pious  mind,  in  which  humaa 
weaknefs  and  religious  fortitude  alternately 
prevail)  in  which  we  fometimes  fee  the 
pcrfecuted  and  afflifted  man^  and  at  others 
ihe  infpired  Apoftle.  But  to  return 
from  thefe,  in  feme  degree,  digreffive  re- 
marks (which  will  apply  to  other  points 
of  the  conteft  that  we  are  at  prcfent  con- 
lidering)  ;  when  we  allow  for  the  deceit- 
fulnefs  of  our  own  hearts,  and  the  defigned 
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tfiyftery,  in  which  the  awful  fiAjc^  of 
iijpernatural  afliftancc  is   involved,   we 
mud  own  that  the  brigbteft  utiderftandtiig 
may  err,  if  it  attempt  to  afcertain'  when 
and  where  it  afted  under  the  irtinfie<fiate 
guidance  of  God  -,  to  expaciatc,  diere&re, 
on  our  capability  of  fo  doing,  can  no 
way  edify  a  popular  audience.     The  ge- 
neral (latement,  that  God  puts  into  our 
minds  good  defires,  and  that  the  Devil, 
our  own  corrupt  inclinations,  and  the  fc- 
dudions  of  the  world,  tempt  us  to  (in, 
appears  to  be  as  clear  an  account  of  this 
intricate  bufinefs  as  it  is  requifite  for  us  to 
give.      If  we   would  employ  the  time 
fptnt  in  fuch  unprofitable   difquifitions, 
which  can  only  end  in  uncertainty  and 
error,  in  earncft  prayers  to  God  that  he 
would  enable  us  to  improve  all  godly 
motions,  edification  would  be  ciFe6tually 
promoted. 

VOL.  ii»  j^  IpftJ- 
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I  proceed  to  another  obfervation  on  the 
condudt  of  many  diflenters  from  the  eftsi- 
blifhment :  I  mean  the  comparatively  little 
importance  which  they  affix  to  the  dwty 
of  prayer,  efpecially  if  offered  in  a  pre* 
fcribed  form  of  devotion.  The  fermon 
is  the  attradtion  to  moft  itinerant  hearers ; 
and  if  they  can  hurry  into  the  diftant 
fanftuary,  where  their  favourite  orator 
harangues,  time  enough  to  catch  the 
hpney  dropping  from  his  lips,  they  are 
fontent  to  omit  their  own  indifpenfablc 
duty,  of  offering  the  Chriftian  facrifice, 
by  praying  to  the  Lord  God,  Creator  of 
heaven  and  earth,  the  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  fanftified  the  fabbath 
for  his  w^rjhip.  The  number  of  thofe 
who  go  to  church  totally  ignorant  o£ 
Chriftianity,  or  of  moral  duty,  is  com- 
paratively fmall  J  yet  the  duty  of  publicly 
affembling  ourfelves  together  is  incumbent 
})pQn  all.    Our  better-informed  .^nceflors 
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knew,  th^t  hearing  W2a  not  Ac'  principal 
occupation  6f  the  day  of  reft  J  but,  that 
inftruftion  ought  to  be  preceded  and  fane- 
tified  by  holy  fupplication.     The  advan- 
tage of  a  fet  form  of  prayer,  in  which^  all 
may  join  with  premeditated  attention,  is 
too  obvious  to  be  denied  ;  and  when  fuch  . 
a  cpmpofition  as  our  liturgy,  /or  fenfe, 
Gopioufnefs,  fublimity,  and  piety,  folicits 
our  preference,   a  compofition   compiled 
from  the  beft  devotional  trafts  of  the  an- 
cient fathers,  an^^from  the  pure  rituals  of 
early  churches,  aided  by  the  labours  of 
thofe  exemplary  founders  of  our  own  who 
became   martyrs    and   confeffors   to  the 
truths  which  they  maintained  ;  furely  it 
muft  be  no  ordinary   felf-fufficiency,  no 
common   portion  of  vanity  and  conceit, 
that  can  decry  this  admirable  ftrvice  as 
formal  and  cold,   and  prefer  to  Jt  the 
rhapfodies  of  an  extemporary  preacher, 
who,  in  dcfpitc  of  Solomon's  caution, 
D  2  pours 
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|)Oiirs  forth  a  torrent  of  words  before  his 
Creator.  It  is  evident,  that  the  con- 
gregation cannot  join  in  thefe  unpremedi- 
tated addreflcs ;  for  defire  muft  precede 
requeft,  and  knowledge  muft  go  before 
afient.  Edification^  therefore^  cannot  be 
promoted,  if  prayer,  the  means  by^  which 
God  has  promifed  to  convey  bis  Spirit 
to  them  who  afk  it,  be  omitted,  or  only 
performed  by  one  perfon.  Thofe  who 
Kften  to  the  devotion3  of  the  preacher 
may  be  called  bearers  of  bis  wordy  but  not 
the  Word  of  God.  Theyjmbibe  the  words 
of  a  man,  who  has  confidence  and  vanity 
enough  to  think  himfelf  able  to  fpeak 
better  things  than  the  mod  diligent  re- 
^arch  into  pafl:  times  can  colle<5l:.  Here^ 
;again,  mt  pre  called, upon  to  lament  that 
.unfortunate  rage  for  novelty  which  ch^ 
iiafterifesrthe  prefent  times. 

ilf  you  will  truft  my  judgment,  ^edifi^ 
<4^&Qii  canoot  be  promoted  .by  that  ftyle 
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of  enamoured  familiarity  which  appears 
in  the  hymns,  the  ejaculatory  addrcfles, 
and  often  in  the  fermons  of  diflenting  con- 
gregations.     Allowing  Calvin*5   idea  of 
the  Deity  to  be  juft,  and  believing  our- 
felves  alfo  (as  his  modern  difciples  often- 
do)  of  the  number  of  the  ekft,.  thofe 
fond   and  paffionate  epithets, ,  which  arc 
borrowed  from    the  anoorou^  foftnefs  of 
fenfual  attachment;. muft  be  inapplicable 
to  the  unpitying  and  remorfelefs  power, 
who,  folely  from  his  own  determination,  - 
wills  the  greater  part  of  his  creatures  .to 
deftruAion.^    Our  fex  has  been  charged 
with  being  peculiarly  apt  to  confound  the 
very,  oppofite    charaders   of  their   Re- 
deemer, and  an  earthly  lover ;  and  it  is 
faid,  that  the  Church  of  Rome  has  re- 
conciled many  a  virgin  vidim  to  monadic 
feverities  and  feclufion,  by  captivating  her 
imagination   with   the  fallacious  title  of 
the  Spoufc  of  God.    The  poetical  lati- 
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tude  of  Eaftern  literature  has  certainly 
beftowed  this  name,  anjong  many  others, 
on  the  Church ;  and  the  metaphor,  when 
taken  in  this  general  fenfe,  is  as  appro- 
priate and  beautiful,  as  it  is  dangerous  and 
abfurd  when  lowered  by  individual  appli- 
cation. The  compofitions  that  I  repro- 
bate profefs  to  take  the  fong  of  Solomon 
for  their  model  j  which  is  known  to  be  an 
Epithalamium  addrefled  by  that  uxorious 
monarch  to  one  of  his  brides.  It  is  pre- 
fcrved  in  our  canon  of  Scripture  as  the 
produftion  of  an  infpired  writer,  and  on 
account  of  its  containing  feveral  propheti- 
cal allufions  to  the  different  ftates  of  the 
Jewifh  and  Chriftian  Churches,  which  (as 
I  have  before  obferved)  were  often  poeti- 
cally defcribed  under  the  images  of  a  beau- 
tiful and  fpotlefs,  or  afaithlefs  and  rejefted 
wife,  according  as  they  have  abounded  in 
graces  or  been  degraded  by  impifety.— * 
The  Church  of  England  received  it,  as 
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(he  did  all  the  other  Jewifti  Scriptures ; 
but  by  pafling  it  over  in  her  rubrics,  and 
offices,,  we  may  conclude  that  fhe  confi- 
ders  it  to  be  of  too  allegorical  and>  myf- 
tical  a-  nature  to  be  fafely  recommended 
to  the  ftudy  of  her  ordinary ^  members* 
That  it  is  particularly  unfuitable  to  the 
younger  part  of  our  fex,  who  are  apt  to 
mingle  the  idea,  of  lovers  and  conquefts 
with  fubjedts  extremely  diflimilar,  muft 
be  apparent  to  every  fober- minded  per- 
ibn.  A  particular  recommendation  of  this 
poem  to  the  young,  and  inexperienced, 
accompanied  with  an  analyfis  of  its  con- 
tents, in  which  the  mifinterpretation  that 
I  have  juft  objefted  to  is  adopted,  and  thp 
Redeemer  is  defcribed  as  making  love 
to  the  foul  in  the  charafter  of  its  bride- 
groom, is  furely  a  difgrace  to  the  party  that 
Jias  admitted  into  an  annual  pocket- 
book,  calculated  to  allure  the  well-mean- 
ing by  its  plaufible  title,  and  which  muft 
D  4  miJUad 


y  Google 


66 

miflead  thofe  readers  whom  it  does  not 
difguft. 

The  Song  of  Solomon  is  juftly  admired 
by  all  lovers  of  exquifite  poetry,  beautiful 
allegory,  and  fplendid  didionj  but  the 
work  itfelf  (much  lefs  its  grofs  andalmoft 
blafphemous  -imitations)  does  not  feem 
calculated  to  enlighten  the  ignorant  mind, 
or  to  amend  the  depraved  heart.  So 
much  previous  information  refpefting  the 
defign  of  the  compofition,  fo  much  know-^ 
ledge  of  oriental  cuftoms,  fuch  clear 
judgement,  and,  ought  we  not  to  add, 
fuch  a  chafte  and  correft  imagination, 
are  neceflary  for  underftanding  it  rightly, 
that  the  fong  of  fongs  appears  bcft  fuited 
to  be  the  cabinet  companion  of  a  Horfley, 
a  Bryant,  or  a  Jones.  Allegories  ad* 
drefled  to  the  paflions  have  done  infinite 
harm  in  unfkilful  hands  :  I  will  not  abfo- 
iutely  fay  ihat  they  have  occafioncd  grofs 
Ticcs;  but  they  have  bewildered  the  weak 
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undcrftandings  of  many,  who,  under  the 
tuition  of  fober  paftors,  might  have  be- 
come fincere  humble  Chriftians  and  valu- 
able members  of  fociety. 

The  ideas  which  are  generally  promul- 
gated relpefting  innocence,  guilt,  and 
holinfefs,  by  this  fpecies  of  diffenters,  are 
very  oppofite  to  the  tenor  of  Scripture  ex- 
hortation, arid  argue  great  ignorance  (£ 
the  human  character,  and  the  ordinary 
affairs  of  life.  Moft  unqueftionably,  in 
the  eyes  of  an  infinitely  holy  and  pure 
God,  we  muft  all,  even  the  bed  of  us, 
be  confidered  as  offenders  i  yet  compara- 
tively, and  with  reference  to  one  another, 
the  diftinftion  of  virtuous  and  vicious  be- 
haviour becomes  fuitable.  No  notion 
can  be  more  prejudicial  to  the  caufe  of 
religion,  than  that  we  muft  be  called  frorrj 
a  ftate  of  indifference  or  depravity,  by  the 
terrors  of  an  alarmed,  confcience,  to  a 
fuppofed  aflurance  of  holinefs  and  falva- 
D  5  tion* 
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tion.  The  Gentile  world  was  indeed 
*r  called  from  darknefs  into  light;"  and 
the  Apoftles,  with  great  propriety,  enlarge 
upon  the  amazing  change  which  the  pure 
precepts  and  rational  doftrines  of  Chrif* 
tianity  made  in  the  lives  and  fentiments  of 
thofe,  who  had  been  taught  to  propitiate 
brutilh  deities  by  moft  infamous  adions. 
But  this  contrail  between  paft  and  prefent 
morals  can  rarely  take  place  among  the 
members  of  a  Chriftian  Church,  who 
have  been  educated  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  true  God,  without  fcandal  to  the  faith 
that  we  profcfs.  Every  exhortation  to 
early  piety  contained  in  Scripture,  every 
inftruftion  which  is  beftowed  on  youth, 
even  our  dedication  of  infants  to  God  by 
the  initiatory  facrament  of  baptifm,  im- 
plies our  being  in  a  ftate  of  grace,  and 
proves  innocence  more  acceptable  to  the 
Almighty  than  repentance.  Our  Lord,  in- 
deed, is  faid  to  have  preached  the  do6lrine 

of 


y  Google 


59 

of  forgivencfs  of  fins ;  but  it  muft  be  re- 
membered, that  the  Almighty's  difpofition 
to  be  reconciled  to  finners  was  till  then  un- 
known. Natural  religion  never  difcovered 
this  truth**  The  hwpromifeJ  it,  as  far  as 
refpefts  the  temporal  remiffion  of  national 
puniftiments  j  but  only  typically  Ihadowed 
out  the  hope  of  eternal  mercy  to  individual 
offenders,  under  the  promife  of  a  future 
prophet,  whom  the  Jews  were  commanded 
to  hear,  and  the  annual  commemoration  of 
an  anticipated  expiatory  facrifice.  Well, 
therefore,  might  he,  in  whom  the  fulnefs 
of  the  Godhead  dwelt,  rejoice  the  hearts 
of  his  hearers  by  his  beautiful  parables  of 
the  loft  (heep,  and  the  returning  prodigal; 
but  the  ftray  charge  is  not  dcfcribed  as 
being  dearer  to  the  heavenly  (hepherd, 
than  the  ninety  and  nine  who  had  not 
wandered  from  the  fold ;   nor  was  the 

*  Hcy's  Leftures,  vol.  ift,  p.  326. 
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weeping  Ipendthrift  preferred  to    his  in- 
duftrious  obedient  brother,  who,  though 
tinftured.  with  jealoufy  and  envy,  is  yet 
pronounced  heir  to  all  his  father's  wealth. 
Indeed,  as  our  divines  juftlyobferve,  one  of 
the  proofs  that  Jefus  was  mote  than  man 
confifts  in  his   perfe<St  developcment  of 
human  nature,  which  could  only  arife  from 
his  knowing    the  fecrets   of   all  hearts. 
Except  the  blefled  author  of  our  religion. 
Scripture  delineates   no  perfeft  portrait. 
The  Saint  and  the  Sinner  are  intermixed, 
and  alternately  prevail,  in  every  charac- 
ter that  is  minutely  detailed.      In   the 
fame    chapter   our   Lord    addrefles    the 
fervent,  irrefolute,  yet  fincere  Peter,  with 
•*  Blefled  art  thou  Simon  Baijona  j"  and, 
**  Get  thee  behind  me  Satan,  for  thou 
^  favoured  not  the    things  that  be   of 
•'  God."     Our  own  hearts   can  teftify, 
that  this  is  the  cafe  with  us  all.     At  times 
wc  fcem  to  rife  above  the  corruption  of 
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our  nature;  at  other  times,  to  fink  be- 
neath  its  acknowledged  imbecility. 

We  (hall  not,  therefore,  make  any 
progrefs  in  real  edification,  by  endeavour- 
ing to  afcertain  our  affurance  of  having 
received  faving  grace,  or  to  ftate  the 
time  when  we  felt  a  call*  to  newnefs  of 
life.  I  hope  that  I  am  addrefling  readers 
who  have  never  been  ignorant  that  they 
were  accountable  beings,  and  commanded 
to  "  work  out  their  own  falvation  with 
**  fear  and  trembling."  I  truft  they  have 
ever  avoided  gro6  enormities ;  and  I  fear 
that  they  have  found,  and  ever  will  find 
it  difficult  to  jeach  that  ftandard  of  per- 

*  The  word  called^  or  converted,  is  indeed  always 
uki  by  the  ApofUes ;  but  Scripture  offers  no  inilanCe 
of  a  perfon  born  of  Chriftian  parents^  and  regularly 
educated  in  ChriiHan  knowledge.  The  cafe  of 
Timothy  comes  neareft;  and  the  children  of  the 
ded  Lady  (fee  the  2d  epiftle  of  John)  were  probably 
educated  in  Omtdamty^ 
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feAion  to  which  they  know  it  is  their 
bounden  duty  to  afpire.  If  their  minds 
arc  properly  fortified  by  found  principles, 
founded  on  that  clearnefs  of  idea,  and  hu- 
mility of  inquiry,,  which  becomes  our 
finite  but  improveable  faculties,  they  will 
ftart  at  the  prcfumption  of  attributing  aa 
inftantaneous  converfion  to  the  florid  de- 
clamation or  theatrical  geftui:es  of  a  popu- 
lar orator,  while  the  written  word  of  God 
has  failed  to  efFeft  it,  and  which  did  not 
refult  from  zn  humble  and  fteady  ufe  of 
thofe  means  of  grace  that  are  of  divine 
appointment;  I  mean  prayer,  and  the  holy 
eucharift.  Should  the  preacher  whom  we 
attend  attempt  to  illuftratc  his  profelyting 
labours  by  telling  his  auditory,  that  from 
a  grievous  finner  he  was  metamorphofed 
into  an  eminent  inftrument  of  God's 
glory  to  convert  others  from  carnal  for^ 
mality  to  vital  religion^  I  truft  we  fhall 
rather  feel  difgufted  at  the  cgotifm  of  felf- 
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praifc,  and  the  effrontery  of  avowed  wick- 
ednefs,  than  induced  to  believe  that  we 
are  liftening  to  a  repentant  Peter,  or  a 
miraculoufly  converted  Paul.  Contrition 
weeps  over  its  crimes,  and  confeffes  them 
to  God  in  fecret  i  but  true  contrition  will 
never  glory  in  its  (hame,  by  fuch  a  public 
contraft  of  its  paft  apd  prefent  life  as  addi 
to  the  number  of  its  offences  the  fins  of 
vanity  and  prefumption  s  vanity  in  boafl- 
ing  of  its  prefent  flate,  and  prefumption  in 
publifhing  the  tranfgreffions  which  un- 
fitted it  for  the  office  that  it  has  affumed*. 

You 

•  We  are  forbidden  to  fey  our  prayers  ftanding  in 
the  public  corners  of  the  ftreets ;  furely  then  we  are 
reftrained  from  publifhing  our  former  fins,  as  a  con- 
traft to  our  prefent  purity,  ejpectally  in  thi  fanjiuary. 
The  Mofaical  law  required  perfonal  fymmetry  and 
decorum  of  manners  from  its  officials ;  the  religion  of 
Chrift  alters  thefe  qualifications,  to  the  utmofl  pof^ 
fible  purity  of  life  and  morals.  See  ill  Timothy,  3d 
chapter,  Titus   ift  chapter.    Our  Church'  requires 
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Yoir. will  not,  my  dear  Mlfe  M  ■  ■, 
infer  from  thefe  obfervations,  that  I  wifli  to 
difcourage  you  from  a  finccre  and  frequent 
examination  of  your  growth  in  grace.  To 
commune  with  our  own  hearts,  is  not 
only  an  important  but  an  indifpenfable 
duty  i  but  it  muft  not  be  performed  under 
the  guidance  of  enthufiafm.  We  are  not 
to  examine  ourfelves  in  order  to  determine 
whether  we  belong  to  the  clafs  of  faints 
or  finners  j  the  mixed  nature  of  man  only 
allows  us  to  ufe  thefe  terms  in  a  qualified 
fenfe;  and  if  we  read  our  own  hearts 
aright,  we  Ihall  difcover  many  things  par- 
taking  of  both  thofe  charafters.  If,  by 
being  born  again,  we  are  to  underftand 

teHimomals  of  fbbriety  and  regularity  from  every 
candidate  for  holy  orders ;  a  pious^  or  at  lead  an 
inoffendve  previoas  condudi  feems  indifpenfable  to 
all  who  would  become  teachers  of  the  gofpel.— • 
What  fhall  we  fay,  then,  of  thofe  felf'C9m)taed  n^ 
frohatity  who  prove  their  prefent  light  by  their 
former  darknefs  ? 
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pcrfeft  holinefs  in  thought,  word,  and 
deed,  the  church  triumphant  can  receive 
no  addition  in  number  from  her  militant 
aflbciate.  It  is  certain  from  Scripture, 
that  the  fame  perfon  does  in  the  courfe 
of  life  many  times  offend  and  be  forgiven, 
and  is  alternately  at  peace  or  at  enmity 
with  God.  ^'  If  the  finner  departs  from 
y  his  evil  ways,  his  offences  fhall  be  re- 
"  membered  no  more^i"  again,  "  if  the 
"  upright  man  forfakes  his  integrity  and 
"  does  evil,  in  the  fin  which  he  com* 
<*  mitted  he  fhall  die/'  When  Scripture 
ufes  this  plain  language,  to  what  purpofc 
is  it  to  perplex  ourfelves  by  an  inquifi^ 
tive  fcrutiny,  whether  we  have  ever  felt 
ihc  ajfurance  ef  Jalvatian^  or,  in  the 
words  of  the  evangelizers,  been  lorn 
again  ?  If  we  feel  in  our  hearts  a  lively 
faith,  and  a  fincere  purpofe  of  obedience 
to  the  divine  laws  j  if  in  our  converfatiof 
and  anions  we  feck  to  promote  God'$ 
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glory,  and  the  gocxi  of  our  fellow-crea- 
tures i  ify  denying  all  ungodlinefs  and 
worldly  lulls,  we  endeavour  to  go  on  from 
grace  to  grace,  fubmitting  ourfelves  and 
all  our  concerns  to  the  divine  will,  may 
we  not  hope  (I  fay),  when  we  find  our 
minds  fo  difpofi!d,  that  we  are  in  "  that 
"  (late  of  falvation"  to  which,  in  the 
language  of  our  church,  we  wer^  called  by 
baptijm  ?  But  fince,  owing  to  the  infirmity 
of  human  nature,  we  can  rarely  continue 
ftationary  in  our  Chriftian  duties,  felf- 
examination  becomes  neceflary,  to,  dif- 
cover  whether  we  are  progreffive  or  retro- 
grade in  faith  and  virtue.  If  we  perceive 
an  improvement  in  our  habits  of  piety  and 
goodnefs,  let  us  rejoice  with  that  humility 
which  becomes  thofe  who  cannot  be  con- 
fident that  "  they  fl:and>  without  being  in 
<^  danger  of  falling."  If  we  difcover  that 
our  conftitutional  bad  habits  have  gained 
ground  upon  us,  or  that  fome  new  fin 
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alTails  us  with  powerful  and  fuccefsful 
temptation,  let  our  repentance  be  as 
fincere  and  profound  towards  God,  as  it 
is  unobvious  and  unobtrufive  tovnnan.— 
Long  indulged  habits  are  apt  to  return  ; 
the  ftrongeft  motive  by  which  we  endea- 
vour to  deter  youth  from  tranfgrefling 
God*s  laws  is,  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
weaning  the  mind  from  finful  courfesj 
felf-examination  will  difcover  to  us  our 
natural  propenfities,  and  teach  us  to  place 
guards  where  they  are  moft  required. 

I  have  ever  thought,  that  the  difputes 
fubfifting  between  the  fteady  members  of 
the  Church  of  England,  and  moderate 
Calvinifts,  on  the  fubjeft  of  regeneration, 
have  proceeded  more  from  the  want  of 
clear  ideas  and  definite  l4nguage,  than 
from  any  material  difference  of  opinion  on 
the  fubjeft.  Both  hold  falvation  to  be 
the  free  gift  of  God  by  Jefus  Chrift  j  and 
both,    I   truft,  acknowledge   that    good 
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works  are  required  to  be  the  fruit  of 
Chriftian  faith;  by  which,  though  we 
cannot  in  ftriftnefs  be  faid  to  merit  falva- 
tion,  we  difcharge  our  part  of  the  chrif- 
tian covenant,  and  become  capable  of  it. 
Our  adverfaries  certainly  mifreprefent  the 
Church  of  England,  when  they  defcribe 
her  as  diftinguifhmg  between  baptifnn  and 
regeneration;  the  very  anfwer  in  the 
catechifni  to  which  they  appeal  confutes 
them  J  as  it  makes  the  lacrament  of  bap- 
tlfm  (like  that  of  the  Lord's  fupper)  to 
confift  of  two  parts ;  of  which  **  water  is 
*'  the  outward  fign  ;'*  and  *'  a  death  unto 
*'  fin,  and  a  new  birth  unto  righteouf^^ 
*'  nefs,  the  inward  and  fpiritual  grace/'— 
To  fay  that  we  look  only  to  the  external 
Iprinkling,  is  to  charge  us  both  falfely 
and  foolilhly ;  but  we  fay  that  we  cannoc 
judge  of  the  heart,  and  therefore  the 
Church  fuppofcs  all  on  whom  this  outward 
fign  is  imprcffed  to  be  called  to  a  ftate  of 
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felvalion,  ^generated,  received  as  the 
adopted  GhildTe»of  God,  incorporated  into 
the  holy  church,  dead  to  fin,  living  unta 
righteoufnefe,  and  partakers  of  the  death 
of  Chrift*^  jOf  another  dcteroiinate  pofi- 
tive  ncwjbirth,  fubfequent  to  baptifm, 
we  know  nothing  f;  though  every  time 
iJiat  we  turn  from  fin,  to  ferve  the  living 
God,  we  may  be  faid  to  rife  to  ncwnefs 
^f  life,  but  not,  as  I  before  obftrvcd,  to 
?^unfinning  holinds. 

I  have  never  been  able  clearly  to  undcr- 

•ftand  what  Methodifts,  or  moderate  Cal- 

fvinifts  (for  I    confider   thefe    terms    as 

.nearly  fynonymous),    mean  rby  Tegene- 

jation.     They  feem  to  intimate,    that  a 

fenfiblc  change  takes  place  at  fome  period 

of  a  perfon's  life,  almoft  fimilar  to  what 

heathen  xoaverts   formerly  e^erienced  j 

;*md,  :if  :I  am  .rightty  informed,  a  young 

♦  Sec  the  Thankfgiving  irftcr  Baptifm. 

^  See  Biihop  Taylor's  Life  of  Chrift,  page  314, 
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perfo^  is  required  to  give  proof  that  this 
change  has  pafled  in  his  mind,  before 
he  is  adniicted  to  break  bread.  .  A  de- 
fcription  of  this  perceptible  call,  and  of 
the  manner  of  God's  dealing  with  his 
foul,  is  to  be  repeated  to.  the  elders  of 
the  congregation,  who  are  to  judge,  by 
the  anfwers  given  to  their  inquiries, 
whether  the  candidate  for  full  communion 
lias  experienced  a  converfton.  This,  ia 
my  opinion,  is  opening  the  door  to  loqua- 
cious prefumption  and  hypocrify,  and 
Ihutting  it  againft  diffidence,  which  is 
more  likely  to  prove  the  cafket  in  which 
genuine  piety  is  inftirined.  But  to  pro- 
ceed: After  this  regenerating  operation 
has  once  taken  place  in  the  mind,  the 
fanftified  convert  appears,  Jn  their  opi- 
nion, to  be  placed  in  a  much  greater  ftate 
of  fecurity  than  he  was  before ;  contrary 
to  the  tenor  of  experience,  and  the  words 
of  Scripture,   which  alike  warn   us    to 
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beware  of  thinking  that  we  ftand.  You 
will  perceive,  my  dear  Mifs  M — — ,  that 
no  rule  is,  or  indeed  can  be,  laid  down, 
to  (hew  us  when  and  how  this  work  (hould 
be  performed  ^  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
perfons  who  hold  thefe  notions  muft  fiqd 
their  opinions  as  to  their  being  effeSlually 
regenerated  vary  with  their  different  difpo- 
fitions  of  mind,  and  even  the  ftate  of  their 
nerves  ;  being  fometimes  difpofed  to  think 
thenofclves  the  '*  children  of  wrath,'*  and  at 
others  **  born  from  above  j*'  I  mean  that 
if  fpiritual  pride  have  not  entirely  van- 
quiflied  humility,  the  backflidings  of  a 
regenerated  Methodift  muft  wear,  in  his 
own  eyeSj  a  moft  formidable  alpeft*^ 

•  Whoever  wifhes  for  a  fpecimen  of  the  ai;ga- 
ments  of  our  opponents  on  this  head,  may  confult 
two  (ermoas  on  Original  Sin^  and  the  New  Birth, 
printed  by  J.  Paramorc»  at  the  Foundry,  Moor£elds, 
17829  and  which  are  faid  on  the  title  page  not  to  be 
Xold,  but  given  away. 

Far 
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Far  more  confolatory,  and  fcriptural,  is 
the  avowed  opinion  of  our  Church,  which 
holds,  that  though  we  are  all  made  in 
baptifm  **  the  children  of  God,  members 
•*  of  Chrift,  and  inheritors  of  the  king- 
•*  dom  of  Heaven,"  we  may  forfeit  thefc 
privileges  by  fin,  and  recover  them  by  re- 
pentance. Far  more  charitable  and  juft  is 
the  judgement  by  which  (he  determines  on 
the  conduft  of  her  members,  whom,  if 
file  fees  them  regular  in  their  religious  and 
moral  duties,  Ihe  fuppofes  to  be  in  a  ftate 
of  grace,  and  does  not  terrify  nor  offend 
them  by  an  inquifiLorial  examination  as  to 
what  peculiar  fancies  and  opinions  they 
may  privately  indulge,  provided  thefe  do 
not  affedt  their  outward  conduct.  To 
notorious  ill-livers  fhe  denies  the  eucha- 
riftical  feaft  as  long  as  they  continue  jn^ 
their  fins.  An  externally  fober,  honefl:, 
and  religious  perfon,  has  no  right  to  be 
thruft  from  the  Lord's  table  by  a  fellow- 
creature, 
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Gtezturt,  who  does  not  ^efflfefi  &(•  g^  ^ 
okiiniicience.     Such  a  6ne  ^jr  be  a  h)rpO^ 
crhef  and  a  ftfoivg  perfuafibn  that  hch^ 
been  jrcgp3neKtted>-  will  no€  preferve  hiitt 
from  die  crime  of  dlffimilathm.    Tatfie 
Searcher  of  hearts   we  mtiflr  Ifeave  thaCt 
ofiende  which  walks  unfeen  oh  efaith,  add 
can  alike  afTume  the  lawn  of  epifcopacy; 
or  the  ftifFgarb  of  Puritanical  firlgularitjr* 
The  laft  remark  which  I  mean  to  mafctf 
on  that  pretended  defirc   of  Wificatiort 
which  leads  many  to  defert  their  churchi 
or  at  learf,   while  they  abide  within  iti 
pale,  to  exhibit  a!  compound  of  hoftility 
and  conformity,  fhall  relate  to  that  objec- 
tion of  '^  moral  preaching,"   which   h 
ofcetl' brought  lagamft  the  fermons  of  our 
regulir  divines.      We    might'  proJ>erly 
.  enough  reply,  th^  ^s  the  t?emp(tations  to 
offend  God  ^r«f  rttoreapt  to  fpfirig  up  in 
the  way  of.oiir  pr^ice,  than  in  that  bt* 
DtJr  faith,  our  fpiritual  guides  aire'  right  iri 
VOL.  n,  JB  ••       fixing 
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fixing  their  ftrongcft  guards  in  thoie  placet 
where  their  flock  may  be  mod  eafily  aC- 
failed.  The  liturgy  of  the  church  is  doc- 
trinal^  a3  well  as  fupplicative  -,  fo  are  hw 
ardcles  i  and  the  manual  in  which  ithey 
are  contained  is  in  the  po0e0ioB  of  nearly 
al^her  members.  She  has  provided  efpe* 
cialoflices  for  the  education  of  her  youth  ; 
and  if  parents  and  fponfbrs  did  their 
duty,  our  knowledge  of  the  myfterics  of 
religion  could  not  depend  on  the  Jifcre^ 
tumary  .inftrudlions  of  our  paftors.  We 
might  liirther  obferve>  that  knowledge^ 
pnce  acquired,  is  not  in  danger  of  being 
foon  lofti  but  that  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fio 
fo  difguifes  darling  vices  and  falhionabk 
indulgencies^  that  we  need  mqi^  tfnfjkv^ 
tial  obfervation  than  our  ow9  $o  refcue 
our  inflamed  paflions  froip  4;he  fatal  faf<* 
cination  of  habit;»  guthorj^ty^  m  importu- 
nity. Nor  are  w^  ^pa  th^s  point  com-* 
peUed  to  ^d  ;x^ely  pn  the  x^efcnfive; 
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£d  Aor  s  fear  of  widening  thet)reacli  that 
is  between  us  enjoin  a  degree  of  cau« 
tion  which  almoll  exceeds  thej  prefcribcd 
bounds  of  moderation,  ^e  might  a(k  tholb 
who  urge  this  charge  againft  it,  if  thcyf  ; 
think  that  depreciating  a  lif^  of  conipara* 
tiv€  innocence  is  the  beft  method  of  re- 
commending our  religion  Co  infidels.  The 
loth  chapter  of  the  Adls  teaches  us,  that 
though  morality  is  not  iuificient  to  fal-i 
vation,  it  is  the  Ukelieft  means  of  dif« 
pofixtg  the  mind  for  the  reception  of 
Chriftian  graces.  We  have  an  apoftoli* 
cal  command  to  add  to  our  faith  virtue; 
and  the  tnquifition  at  the  great  audit  will 
proceed  upon  the  principle,  that  righteouf- 
nefs  is  acceptable  to  Grod.  "  Well  done» 
••  good|  and  faithful  fcrvant ;"  and  *^  De* 
^*  part  from  me,  ye  workers  of  iniquity  i" 
arc  words  addreffed  to  free  and  moral 
agents,  who  come  to  receive  the  reward  of 
good  dtedsi  oir  the  pimifiifnent  oievil  a^ons^^. 
««  It 
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|jt  i^  however 9  by  nor  measis  ttoei  dial 
die  prieacHers  of  our  ivt^nal  dxurck  are^^ 
genef41y  ipeakihgj  i»ei£  moral  ^ayifts. 
Some  few  ipruce  chaplams  maf  kdeec^ 
Kke'Popc^s  foft  Dean,  avoiil  *' naming 
^V  huellto^ars  polite i*'  as  fbme^few  among 
the  more  ignorant  of  ^oor  opponents  preach 
^pen  Antinomianifin  J  but  in  a  vay  nu-^ 
tnerous  majority  of  our  churches^  virtue 
is  always  recommended  on  Chriftian  tno- 
^ves,  and  inforccd  by  Chriftian  hopes. 
A  fermon  is  a  popular  and  brief  addrefs 
rX0  a  mixed  auditory,  who  are  fuppofed  to 
be  previoufly  inftrudted  in  the  elementary 
knowledge  of  their  religion.  On  par- 
ticular fcftivals,  the  myftcry  then  elpeci- 
^lycommeniorated  is  judiciouflf  felef^ed 
aa^  the  prevailing  topic,  either  by  comf- 
menting  on  the  fcriptur^  narrative^  fhew- 
ing^  its  connexion  with  preceding  propbe* 
€ies»  and  refuting  the  xavils- of  fccptic^j 
or^  by  drawing  fmh  pr^^cal^  inference! 

from 
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from  tht  di^enfatiOBS  of  Alfv^ght^  Goc^ 
«s  may  induce  i^  to  add  to  bur  faith  that 
^\  hoUnefs  widiout  which  no  man  ihall  fee 
!'  the  Lord/'  Thofe  who  reproach  uh 
as  mixing  perfoafivcs  to  moral  purity  with 
tlw  doftrines  of  the  gofpcl,  furcly  forget 
that  the  moft  perfefi:  ethical  compofittoa 
was  i^ken  hyt  oup  KeiTed  Lord  to  the 
'tnuJtitudc  who  ilood  around  the  Sinai  of 
the  Goipd^  and  heard  our  high  PHeft  eic^ 
;cnd  the  precepts  of  the  Decalogue  to 
wmrerfal  holinefs  and  purity  of  hearu 
He  condemned  pardcular  vices  j  He  pro* 
liounced  the  beatitude  of  particular  vir- 
tues; and  ibaU  they  who  labour  in  the 
fold  that  he  has  fet  up  in  this  kingdom^ 
be  blamed  for  following  his  example  ?  By 
a  moft  lively  allufion  to  an  iH^erefted 
building,  he  ilkiftrated  the  important 
truths  that  profitable  attendance  on  the 
word  of  God  confifts*  f%ot  mewly  in  )ieaN 
ingi  but  in  doing  his  will;  andif  t*iej^ 
,  ^  3  built 
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built  but  upon  a  Tandy  foundationj  who 
only  Uftened  to  the  Son  of  God,  what 
term  (hall  we  find  appropriate  to  the  bafe- 
Icfs  fabric^  of  thofe  who  ncglcft  their  ufe- 
^1  vocations,  and  fuppofe  that  religion 
confifts  in  collefting  a  crude  undigefted 
mafi  of  confufed  ideas,  perplexing  their 
tninds  with  vain  inquiries  and  minute  dif* 
tinfkions^  preferring  the  faftidioufnefs  of 
the  critic  to  the  docility  of  the  pupil^ 
and  complaining  of  unwbokfome  doftrine» 
becaufe  their  lawful  teachers  ftrive  to  im« 
prove  t\it\r  ftubbom  btarts^  and  to  correSl 
their  vicious  lives,  inftead  of  gratifying 
their  itching  ears,  or  foothing  their  fan« 
taftic  imaginations  ?  ^ 

Were  we  to  follow  the  brainfick  incon« 
ftancy  of  enthufiafm  in  all  its  deplorable 
changes,  we  might  lament  that  the  hungry 
wanderers  from  our  epifcopal  church  arc 
often  fed  with  the  meagre  ebullitions  of 
ftraiiied  metaphor,  forced  conceit,  collar 
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i|ulal  impertinence!  and  irreverent,  6r,  t 
might  fay,  frequently  blafphemous  appli*^ 
nations  of  fcriptural  language  or  events  tc^ 
iaoiijiar  occurrences ;  fuch  as  the  fuppoied 
Gonverfion  of  the  gifted  mechanic  who 
harangues  them>  or  the  providences  and 
experiences  that  have-  befallen  ^  a  recent 
convert*  It  is  particularly  oblervable;> 
that  this  fpecies  of  feceders  from  the  eftab^ 
liflimcnt  avoid  enforcing  the  duties  de- 
pending to  the  fifth  commandment*  Tbef 
reafon  is  evident s.for^. were  they  to  be 
explained  as  they^  are  in  that  admirable 
comment  upon  them  which  is  contained 
in  the  church »  catechifm*,  they  would 
bear  fo  hard  upon  the  diflcnt  of  thcfe  fdf- 
appointed  teachers^  as  would  convince  their 

•  «<  To  love,  ]K>noQr,  and  fuccour  my  father  and- 
*'  mother  i  to  honoor  and  obey  the  king  and  all  that* 
«<  are  pot  in  authority  nnder  him  $  to  fubmit  myftlf 
««  to  all  my  governors,  teaphert,  fpiritoal  pailora 
«  and  matters  5  to  order  inyfclf  lowly  and  reverently 
^  to  all  my  betters.**^ 

X  4  followers 
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f)ljQwer3  that  they. greatly  Jitmed  by  that 
Iqhifmatical  pertinacity  to  their  true  fpi- 
litual  paftors,  which  they  are  now  taught 
flpL  confider  as  their  duty.  To  preach  the 
fiuoac  dodrine  with  thpfe  from  whom  we 
wifla  to  gain  hearers,,  is  but  to  open  a  new 
fennoary  upon  an  dd  plan.  Novdty  of 
PfOfb^r  is  not  fufiicienc;  ther^  ntuft  be 
novelty  f^matler  too.  The  reafon  which 
illiterate  people  generally  give  for  defert- 
iag  .their  regular  miniftcr,  is,  that  he  does 
QCK  tfiach  them  how  they  are  to  be  faved. 
A&  tfacm,  if  he  has  never  faid,  that  by 
God's  mercy,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
tSirough  faith  in  his  merits,  their  fincere 
thotl^  fallible  obedience  to  his  laws  will 
be  rewarded  with  life  eveirlafling  ?  and  they 
federally  apfwer  by  a  hefitating  yes ;  and 
then  add,  that  they  want  to  know  more. 
What  \  more  than  our  liturgy  teaches  ? 
Tes.  More  than  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
which  our  Church  exhorts  all  her  members 

to 
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4Q  read  diKgently^  reveals?  I  am  grieved 
€0  fay,  that  I  Wjas.  once,  by  implication» 
anfwered  yes  i  and  (hat  too  by  a  perfon 
who  has  Qnc€  Qfficiate4  as  a  lay  teacher* 
What  poifox^Qus  herbage  muft  that  flock 
devour,  whpfe  fhepherd  fancies  that  man 
can  relate  thgre  than  God  has  told 
him.  This  mou,  when  ingenuoufly  4if* 
cover^d^  proves  to  be  the  dangerous  doc- 
trine*^ |hat  z  fian:^r'«  acceptance  with  God 
^es  nqt  reft  or  depend  on  the  conformity 
f^f  his^^v^cPQ  ^^  divine  Uyf  ^  but  that,  as 
Xi)hrift,jviSi.  done  all -for  us^  and  as  his 
rightcoufncfs  is  iniputed  to  us,  w€  have 
nod>ing  to  do  Mt  to  .hy  hold,  pn  him.  \t 
•irftuftJ][S  apparent  to  ypu,  my  dear  Mifs 
Jyt-f— rr^  <hat.  rigid  Calvinifm  is  ,fo  totally 
:adveric  to  human  refp^nfibility,  that  it 
will  be  difficult  to  difcover  any  modve 
which  af  teacher,  who  profcffe^thofe  opi- 

♦  TWat  tbb  dciferinfe  is  cnrindntty  daugeibus,  fee 
MaltlUv^^!  fix  tAx^t,  \Mrfes-  %\ %,  dld>  »d  23d.'  . 
*  >  £  5  nions> 
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nions^  can  confiftendy  ufe  to  difHiade  hfs 
auditors  from  the  moft  atrociou^  crimes  5 
and  even  the  more  moderate  adherents  to 
the  apoftle  of  Geneva,  who  hold  man  to 
be  merely  paffivc  in  the  work  of  falva- 
tion,  certainty  deprive  themfelves  of  the 
ftrongeft  arguments  that  can  be  urged  on 
the  fide  of  virtue,  namely,  the  promiffc 
of  its  future  reward;  which  term,  though 
adually  ufed  by  our  Saviour,  they  fre- 
quently cavil  at  in  the  difcouffes  of  our 
clergy.  We  may  generally  obferve,  that 
no  ftyle  of  pleaching  can  promote  Chrit 
tian  edification,  which  diminifhes  the  fenfe 
cf  human  refponfibility,  and  makes  either 
pur  Maker  or  our  nature  anfwcrable  for 
our  adual  offences.  I  believe  we  have 
examined  with  fufEcient  minutenefs  that 
pr^ended  love  of  edification,  which  draws 
many  weak  people  from  the  church  in 
which  they  received  baptifm,  and  from 
vhofe  pale  it  is  mminal  for  them  to  depart 

on 


y  Google 


83 

Qti  li^t  and  frirolous  pretences.  We 
have  feen  how  little  reafbn  they  have  to 
exped  fuch  advantages,  either  &om  the 
matter  or  the  manner  erf"  their  new  in- 
ftru<^ors;  buty  on  the  cither  hand,  how 
much. danger  there  is,  that  the  light 
within  thenci  will  be  quenched  by  a  fuper- 
abundance  of  words  without  knowledge^ 
and  opinions  without  argument.  It  is 
moft  earneftly  to  be  wiflied,  for  their  owa 
fakes,  as  well  as  for  the  peace  of  our  Je- 
rufalem,  that  thefe,  perhaps  wellrmcaningt 
but  certainly  blamable  wanderers,  would 
be  content  to  fee  what  is  plainly  their  dutyi 
and  to  avoid  fuch  curious  myfteries  as  hu- 
man intelleft  can  never  clearly  explore. 

Sometimes,  dilTatisfadion  proceeds  no 
further  than  cenfureand  complaint  againft 
our  ordinances  and  officials,  and  does  not 
amount  to  that  breach  of  communion 
which  conffitutcs  the  oflfence  of  fchifm. 
I  would  earncftjy  exhort  perfons  thus 
1 6  circumftanccd,- 
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loarned  and  amiabie  <li^ine^  «'  You  ^arc^ 

^i  hacmced  with  fcruples  and  mifgiving^^,' 

*' purfue  your  own  courfc,  and  fte  ^hat' 

*^  will  be  the  refuk.     Yon  are  difcon- 

**  tented    with  fanAething  m  your  *  own* 

*^'eHwch;  look  out  for  another:    fup- 

*f  pofiing  you  found  one  perfcdly  to  your 

*«  niSnd;    yet  even  then  you  ought  not 

*'  to  join  it,  except  the  change  will  com-" 

**  penfate  for  the  mifchiefs  of  fchifm,  and 

f*  for  any  accidental  inconveniencies,  fuch^ 

*f  as  increafe  of  diftance,  &c.     But  the 

*f  fuppofition  of  a  church  perfeftly  un- 

**  exceptionable  is  not  to  be  admitted  5 

•'  foch  perfcftion  is  fo  improbable,  that, 

^  guiding  ourfclrcs  by  experience^   we 

**  mv^  expeft  that  if  you  find  any  num- 

*^  ber  of  errors  or  faults  in  your  own 

*'  church,  you  will  find   fome  in  other 

*^  churches  J  perhaps  as  many  as  in  your 

•^  own,-  or  more:    you  cannot  then  be 

^j  confiftcnt  in  that  cafe^  except  you  quit 

«*  them 
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'^^them  all :  the. queftion  then  wookl  be, 

*S  whether  you  iwy.qult  :aU  religious  fo^: 

^ti  deties,  and  worfhip  God  in  folicudef 

*^  Wc  anfwcr,  ewty  diinginthe  naiuW 

*t  rf  the  thing,  ettry  thing  in  the  c«- 

'^  preffil>ii& -of  Scripture^  is 'agaiuft  fuch^ 

^  a  mejrfbfe.     H"  you.  are  ^lone,    you 

"  miift.  lofe  moft  cflf-the  bertcfits  of  relW 

"  gion ;  inftruftito  and  fynapathy  whoHy^^ 

^  and  aflbciation  in  a  great  degree  j  evea 

*«  reading  and    meditation  grow   efther' 

**  deador'extravagant.    And  the  pretenrt* 

•^  is  triflings  nor  arc  you  at  liberty  to  ift^ 

"  upon  it,   except  you  alfo  deternnme  to 

**  retire  from  civil  fociety,  and  to  fix* 

*^  yourfelf  in  fomedefart  or  uninhabited 

*«  ifland,  becaufc  in  monarchies  you  have 

*«  found  fomc  oppreffion,  in  dennocracles 

**  fomc  turbulence,  and  in  every  form  or 

«  civil  government  fomcthing  inconfift- 

^  cnt  with  your  ideas  of  perfcftfon  ♦/'     ' 

*  Hey's  Leftares,  vol.  2d,  pages  119,  120. 
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r  I  have  been  thus  copiom  ott  what  lieel 
to  be  a  very  painful  fubjcft,  on  account' 
of  the  rapid  progrefs  vvhich  ecclefiaftical 
iafubordination    is   .making,     efpcciallf 
an:i9ng;the  humbler  walks  of  life.    I  have 
not  ufed  the  name  of  evangelical^  affumed 
Ify  our  opponents,  out  of  reproach}  nor 
yef  by  any  means  as  acquiefcing  in  the 
arrogant  pretenfion,  that  they  havealu- 
pjcrior  right  to  the  title,  or  that  the  light > 
q£  the  gofpel  is  no  where  diffufed  in  this> 
iflandj,    but  where  they  have  raifcd  thc> 
ftandard  of  feparatioa  froni  the  church,' 
or  f\^rr%)titioufly  attempted  to  p^fs  for* 
her  only  genuine  ofE>pring.     Lefs  danger  ' 
refults   to  our  eftabiifliment  from  open 
foes,  than  from  thofe  who  excite  difputa- 
tions  under  the  pretext  of  zealous  duty* 
I  call  upon  thcfe,  in  the  name  of  God,  to 
fay  why,   if  they  really  teach  the  fame 
doftrine  a^  their  clerical  brethren,  they 
affeft  to  confider  thcmfelves  as  a  diftinA 

body? 
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1)6dy  ?  Why  d6  they  treat  their  leMow^, 
labourers-  with  •  contempt  and  obkkjuy  ^ 
Why  do  they  lay  claim^^  fuperio^ 
knowledgey  illumination,  and  purity>  and 
prevent  the  advantages  which  would  refult 
from  mutually  labouring  to  promote  die 
interefts  cf  iioitf  and  hoHn^fs^f  Difcorj 
IS  not  only  the  natural  imp^iment,  bat 
the  prediSfed  bimhrani^to  the  progre&of 
the  gofpel  of  peace;  Are  they  difpitfaig 
about  wofds  6nly?  Can  vug^t  exprefi- 
fions,  or  a  peculiar  ftyle  in  the  preachei^ 
be  a  juftifiable  caufe  of  contei^tic^ai  Or 
can  nice  points  and  ftbtilties^  wmch  few 
can  comprehend,  and  all  mud  ufe  mudi 
circiunfpe&ion  and  precifion  to  date  with 
accuracy,  be  a  defence  lor  fthtfin  ?  Can 
fuch  pretences  juftify  them  at  the  day  of 
judgment  for  all  the  miichiefs  which 
angry  difputations  occafion  ?  If  worldly 
motives  influence  their  condudj  if  they 
clamour  for  faimj  emincnce>  or  valuable 

preferment^ 
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jH-^jfermcpis,  they  muft  rcfignall  pret^nr 
fiQns  to  fingkncfs  of  heart. ,  If  they  rp^y 
imagine,  tt^t^  the  .intcrefts  of  trqe  Chif- 
twoi^y  can;  l}c  prompted  by  inflaRung  fhe 
ioaagitUtioiis^:  ptrj^xi^g  the^  ui^iyrftand- 
iB^si  and  vnfo^ng  thc^ipcilJ<c$  ,pf  jtjieir 
ig«cira4t  iudiiws;  fby  i^m  wntinwWy^ 
ttf^aflating.onrobfRHrc^  and'^iUorgaoizing 
'tepic$>^^  w^  mfty  paijir^hef.cpnif^ion  of  their 
jirimis,  andgive^tbofe^Qf^nos^  thpir 
flitccrkyr ^which  we  Si/ftr^ft^  rfrpm  jtheir 
/knity.  ■-  .■  •.  •■  ■■  />  •■  "'^  ^  ;  i>  ... 
•1^  I  may*  ptrfEWy  alihn^  thdMwdl-Jatea^ 
tioncd  part  of  futE  fcccders,  by  trans- 
cribing the  opinion'  of  the  Itarncd  tranf- 
4ator  of  *  Moflieim.  I;  Speaking,  of  the 
da^gefe  to  Ke  apprehended  to  the  Era- 
tcftaiit  cdigion^  he  obferves-r'Slf  Popery 
**  fltould  any  way  be  're-intr6ducedi  it 
"  nmft  be  through  tht  noeans  c^  fenati- 
f^  cifm;  \whicfc  byjfdifcwdieing  ftjee  iq- 
«•  ijuiry,  ^  decrying  ininan  learhing,.  aijd 
t .  *:  ^*  encou- 
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'^  eocourstging  thoTe  pretended  iUumina^ 
^'  tions  and  ioipulfes  which  give  the  ima« 
^^  gination  an  undue  afcendant  in  religionj 
**  lays  weak  njinds  op^n  to  the  fedudiona 
^  of  a  church  which  has  always  made  its 
^^  conqueflu  ,by  wild  yifions  and  falfe 
^V  miracles*  Cry  down  reafbn^  preach 
**  up  implicit  faidi>  niake  inward  experi- 
"  ence  the  teft  of  truths  extinguifli  free 
**  inquiryy  and  the  mam  barriers  Id 
**  Popery  will  be  removed/* 
.  Si^ported  by  fuch  ^diority,  I  will 
venture  to  give  my  opinion,  that  idne-i 
rant  Calvinifts  *  Itcde  iufyc£k,  how  far 
diey  arc  advanced  toward  tbe  npeoft  odious 
doftrines  of  Popery.  But^  iridcedp  thdfc 
who  fet.  •£  with  a  violent  refolution  ta 
gee  as  far  as  poQible  fjrcm  what  thcf 
katCt  aw.cvir  doomed  to  run  in;  a  circlc,^ 
and  thus  finallgr.  meet  what  they  determine 

•  By  this  phrafe  is  sieaat  all  who  leave  their  rega« 
br  teachers, 

to 
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to  avoid.  For,  not  to  draw  the  obvious 
parallel  between  the  lying  Wonders  of  ths 
Romifh  church,  and  the  extraordinary 
mterpofirioflis  of  Heaveh  whiclx  they  ftyl*. 
providences  and  experiences,  is  not  thfcif 
paflion  for  gifted  preachers,  that  is,  fof 
enthuQaftical  coxcombs  deftitute  of  learn* 
ingt  exactly  (imilar  ta  the  Romiih  dcxr* 
trine,  which  holds  the  power  of  the  prieflf 
to  be  not  only  declaratory  and  mnifterial^ 
but  ejfential  and  ccnclujivt?  a  teoet  that 
our  church  folemnly  abjures*.  H6w 
flraU  we  elfc  account  for  the  inconvenl^ 
encies  to  which  thefe  eager  hearers  expo(<r 
Aemftlvcs,  by  deferting  the  more  regular 
minifter  of  their  own  perfuafions,  to  follow 
him  who  has  had  the  lateji  call?  It  is 
certain,  that  among  thefe  people  popu« 
brity  is  never  lafting,  and  the  benefit  of 
lioly  worihip  always  feems  to  depend  upon 

^  Article  z^du 
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thofc  who  adminifter  It.  The  merit  alio 
Mrhich  they  leem  to  attach  to  the  long 
jouraey$  and  fcvere  privations  that  they 
undergo  to  hear  a  fine  new  man,  favours 
greatly  of  the  fuppofed  benefits  that  were 
fermerly  afcribed  to  penances  and  pif* 
grimages.  Do  thefe  profeiTed  haters  of 
antichrift  and  lovers  of  liberty  know,  that 
thdr  Btvourite  doArine,  that  no  one  fhould 
fubmit  to  the  civil  inftitutions  of  any  date 
vnlefs  he  had  firft  given  his  confent  to 
them*  was  invented  by  the  agents  of  the 
papacy  to  raife  the  power  of  the  Pontiff 
over  iecular  princes,  and  was  found  emi- 
nently ferviceable  to  the  clergy  of  that 
hierarchy,  who,  having  an  unbounded 
ft?ay  over  the  confciehces  of  the  people 
by  making  popular  authority  paramount 
to  regal  dominion,  cunningly  eftablifhed 
dieii-  own  fupremacy*  ? 

•  The  cuftom  among  Difl*enter8  and  Methodiftii 
of  teachen  changmg  coogregatidns  with  each  othert 
if  more  political  than  pioas,  and  turns  religion  into 
to  entertiinment. 

"  Hcrcfies/* 
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'*  Hercfic^**  a^  the  venerable  JBUhop 
Home    obfervesj    *^  hawcyer   dtf^^tffi, 
**  however  triumphantly    anfwered,  are 
*^  only  conquered  for  a  tirw.     They  fceai 
^'  to  make  their  periodical  rcVolutiona  in 
^  the  churchy  like  comeu  in  the  hea^* 
^'  vensj  now  difappearit^i  tnd  now  ajh- 
"  peeing  again  in  thfir  erwic  co«rfe'^ 
Can  this  be  wondered  at  ?  k  is  the  ipHt 
of  the  myftcry  of  iniquity^  which  alwajy^ 
fycdks^  aad  when  the  old  embmidered 
luit-t>f  popery  it  worn  tbread-barcj    ^ 
will  difpute  in  the  quaint  garb  of  pur^-* 
taniihi. 

Theological  controverfy,  confidercdin 
its  bed  lights  I  mean  as  keepii^  aliv^ 
a  zeal  for  religion^  is  even  then  a  mol^ 
hvrafiiliating  proof  of  human  impafe&ion^ 
and  (hews  tbftt  wt  are  dill  at  an  immtnfe 
diftance  from  poflefling  that  peace  which 
Chrift  bequeathed  to  us-  *«  The  wolf 
«'  cannot  dwell  with  the  lamb,  nor  the 

"       «^  lcopar4 


y  Google 


99 

***  leopard  with  the  kid ;  the  lioa  will  not 

^^  cat  ft^ai^  with  the  ox,  nor  the  fticking 

^*  child  play  widi  the  afpj"  whik  the 

tnm>pet  of  difcord  fiionds  '^  in  the:  holy 

^  mouncwis;'^  nor  ^*  ihaU  the  know^ 

^*  ledge  0f  the  luord  cover  the  earth  as 

*^  th^  watera  cover  the  fca»''  till  mif&ens 

^re  no  hxi^  founded  in   fchifm^  nor 

tjhildren  taught  that  a  diverfity  of  opinions 

in  region  is  acceptable  and:  pleaCngto 

Qpd*    Contention  is  alwayis.a  puniih:* 

tnent,  unanimity  a  Ueffmg ;  ahdr  nevscp 

was  difcord  ailiong  fincere  Chriffiians  inore 

to  be^  dreaded  than  in  thefc^imes,  wteii 

irreligion:  and  ItceBtibufnefs-  i^vear  fudi  a 

ibra>idable  a^sed.    JL^t  us.'faope>  the% 

ibat  tbeitru^^dei/ioat»^  jawrareAdf  theev^ 

of  idafefted  Ifittg^actty^^d  ooDtrov>c»rie9 

on.  poihtsi^ich  both  j)artie&  coi^fefsaro 

n^0fH^:;tp^/ahaihm^  wiU  avoid  the  (m 

of  caufeleis  fepatadony  :bf  i^dieerfully>^ 

crifioiiig:  ;thdr  ppivahe  f^^ti{)le£  t6^  th<f 

great 
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great  btefling  of  public  uniformity •«« 
*^  And  may  the  God  of  Peace  fo  compoife 
**  our  minds,  that  if  our  brains  diflfer, 
^  eur  hearts  and  tongues  may  agree."-— 
At  leafti  may  all  who  profefs  to  have  the 
fame  God,  Lord,  faith,  and  baptifm,  in 
their  individual  capacities,  (hew  foith  that 
meek  and  holy  charity  **  which  fecketh 
**  «ot  her  own,  is  not  eafily  provoked, 
^  thinketh  no  evil,  and  vaunteth  not  it- 
^^  felt"  The  wounds  of  our  Sion  would 
then  be  fpeedily  healed. 

Before  I  clofe  this  letter,  I  will  remarkt 
thatiix  this  diffipated  and  licentious  age,  the 
charge  of  methodifm  is  often  unwarrantably 
urged  againft  many  valuable  and  fteady 
members  of  our  church,  merely  on  account 
of  the  extraordinary  piety  and  ferioufnefs 
4f  tfieir  behaviour.  Pretenfions  to  fuperior 
£in£tity  are  always  dangerous,  as  they  pro* 
voke  a  fcrutiny  which  human  reftitude 
C4n  rarely  fuftain.    Gcid  forbid^  however, 

that 
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that  becauie  there  have  been  devooees-md 
hypocrites^  we  fliould  therefore  deny  the 
exiftencc  of  genuine  devotion.  It  is  much 
CO  be  wi0iedj  that  perfons  who  have 
a  cegard  iio  i-eligion  would  never  devi- 
ate into  .morofenefs  of  maaner^  nor^  by 
a  total  ieclufion  of  themfelves  from  the 
world,  -negledt  the  precept  of  letiingitheir 
light  fhine  before  men.  ^ight  we  n(rt 
hope,  that  if  the  truly  good  would  oftener 
mix  in  the  public  haunts  of  men,  their 
prefencc  and  union  might  awe  the  eSron* 
tcry  of  ;thc  licentious,  and  corredb  the 
frivolity  of  the  difCpatcd  ?  Might  they 
not  (for  I  do  not  confidcr  this  «body  to  be 
inconfiderable  either  in  rank  or  num- 
ber) introduce  fuch  a  change  into  pub- 
lic amuiements,  and  general  cuftoms,  as 
wwld  produce  the  happieft  efiefts  dn 
public  morals?  The  undertaking,  I  grant, 
would  be  arduous ;  it  would  squire  great 
exertion  of  fortitude,  per&ffc  command 

of 
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of  temper^  andy  dbm^t  allj  fuch  ah  sJl^ 
iuinptioh  of  confequence^  and  avowal  of 
wsriu  as  is  mofl:  repugnant  ta  the  mo^ 
deft  feelings  of  real  deftrt.  Virtae,  then^ 
muft  igmerally  refide  in  the  &ade :  it  ii 
die  region  in  which  (he  beft  (lourifhes. 
Yet,  confcious  ^  her  own  fallibility,  let 
her  examine  herfdf  there,  and  be  cautiot  3 
of  acquiring  peculiarities  that  will  leflbn 
her  influence.  On  the  other  hand,  let  us 
make  allowances  for  natural  temper,  for 
the  prciTurc  of  ffevere  calamity^  for  dif-* 
appointments,  or,  polSbly,  for  the  livdy 
feelings  of  remocle,  in  a  really  contrite 
and  renovated  h^ut ;  nor  let  us  ftamp 
with  the  opprobrious  ftigma  of  fchifmatic 
at  devout  Anna,  whoi  fpends  her  time  in 
the  temple;  an  attentive  Mary,  who 
liftens  to  the  voice  of  her  Lg^;  a  re- 
pentant Magdalen,  who  bathes  the  feet  of 
Jefua  with  tears ;  or  a  charitable  Dorcasj 
who  makes  garments  for  the  naked.«--« 
^  The 
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The  Church  to  whtch  we  belong  interdifts. 
no  degrees  of  virtue  or  piety.  Seriouf- 
nefs  is  not  reparation  j  ftriftnefs  is  not 
non- conformity •  If  a  few  of  her  commu- 
nity feem  to  pay  too  little  attention  to 
things  of  this  world,  the  majority  of  her 

.profeffors  are  too  indifferent  to  that  which 
is  to  come.  That  the  divine  Power, 
who  enables  us  *'  both  to  will  and  to  do** 
what  is  good,  may  ever  preferve  you  in 
the  happy  medium,  prays  your  fincerely 

-aflFedtionate,  &c. 
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LETTER  VIL 

Kh  the  Tenets  of  Rational  Cbrifiians,  4ir 
Unitarianj;\ 

WY  DEAR  MISS  M      i  »^ 

Since  you  permit  me  to  purfiie  the  courfc 
adopted  in  a  foroiqr  publication  of  a 
fimilar  nature  to  my  prefent  attempt,  I 
•(hall  i\ow  x:all  your  attention  to  a  fct  of 

*  Here,  a3  in  the  cafe  ;0f  the  pppqncnts  whom  we 
^ave  jufl  cl,iinii0cd,  we  may  complain  of  the  unfair- 
nefs  of  the  diftinguifhing  terms  that  are  adopted  by 
p^r  adverfaric:s.  yht  Calvinifts  have  dq  more  claim 
to  the  term  evangelical,  than  churchmen;  and  we  are 
as  rational  and  ajs  true  believ^ers  ^n  pne  God,  as  the 
Unitarians :  thefe  denominations  are  aiTumed  for  finif- 
ter  and  political  purpofes.  The  uninformed  always 
ieel  a  great  charm  in  words. 

Diflentcrs 
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Diflenters,  who  err  in  the  contrary  ex- 
treme from.  >yhat  we  laft  confidered.     For, 
as  thofe  generally  decry  the  guidance  of 
reafon,    and  '^the  advantages  of  human 
learning,  thefe  latter  maintain  the  fupre-_^ 
macy  of  our  limited  faculties,,  and  are  too 
apt  to  difcard  every  tenet  of  revelation 
that  cannot  be  lowered  to  the  |;r^  of  our 
fcanty  intellcdt,  or  which  can  in  any  way  be 
fuppofed  to  contradift  the  difcoveries  x>£ 
fciencc.      While  the  Calvinifts  tell  us, 
that  Chrift  has  done  all  for  us,  and  that 
we  are  mere  machines,  unrefifting  recep- 
tacles of  the  overwhelming  grace  of  God ; 
the  Socinians  rejeft  the   atonement  and 
mediatorial  office  of  the  Redeemer,  de- 
pofc  him  from  his  exalted  rank  of  Son  of 
God,  and  lower  him  to  a  created  being, 
nay  even  to  a  mortal  man  liable  to  fin* 
Proud  of  the  dignity  of  their  nature,  they 
aflert  our  free  agency,  at  the  expence  of 
divine  fuprcmacyj  and  they  make  our 
F  2    ^  falva- 
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falvation  to  depend  fo  entirely  on  tOur- 
fclves,  as  to  limit,  if  not  annihilate,  the 
GO-operating  afliftance  of  the  Spirit  of 
God.  You  will  perceive,  that  thcfe  opi- 
nions are  rather  addreflcd  to  the  pride  of 
philofophy,  than  to  the  paflions  of  the 
multitude;  they  are,  however,  diflemi- 
nated  wiUi  great  zeal  amongft  all  ranks  of 
fociety;  and  they  are  combined  with  fuch 
pretenfions  to  free  inquiry,  the  right  of 
private  judgement,  ^nd  abfolute  impu- 
nity in  matters  of  opinion,  as  are  moft 
likely  to  enfure  their  popularity.  Much 
mental  ftrength  is  enrolled  in  the  ranks  of 
thefc  difputants ;  and  a  periodical  work, 
efteeroed  by  many -to  be  unique  in  wit  and 
vigQur,is  the  avowed  champion  of  this  caufe, 
and  the  vigilant  and  mercilefs  caftigator  of 
its  adverfaries.  It  is  believed,  that  a  mofi 
decided  majority  of  the  people  of  England 
refufe  to  be  laughed,  or  reafoned,  out  of 
what  they  have  long  contidered  to  be  the 

peculiarly 
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gion.  I  cannot  help  fufpefting,  however^ 
that  the  amazing  pains  which  were  taken  a 
few  years  ago  to  inftill  into  the  unfijf- 
picious  mind  of  youth  a  firm  perfuafion', 
that  modes  of  faith  are  uneffendal,  and. 
fettled  religious  principles  another  name 
for  bigotry,  have  not  been  without  efFeft,- 
though  they  may  not  have  added  to  tht 
numbers  of  the  feft  by  whom  this  laxity 
of  faith  was  peculiarly  recommended* 
Whence. is  it,  that  this  age  is  fo  fertile  in 
new  and  ftrange  opinions  ?  How  comes  it, 
that  the  auftere  butfincere  piety  of  former 
periods  Ihould  lapfe  into  lokewarni  ac- 
quiefcence  with  eftablilhed  forms,  of  the 
meaning  of  which  we  rather  glory  than 
blu(h  ta  be  ignorant;  or  elfe  evaporate 
into  the  frothy  eflfufions  of  whimfical 
enthufiafm  ?  It  is  certain,  that  the  lati- 
tudinarian  and  the  fanatic  mutually  prcr 
pare  profclytes  for  each  other.  When 
F  3  oncfc 
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once  the  hnind  is  loofened  from  the  ftcady 
anchor  of  fixed  principlcsj  it  is  ready  to 
drive  with  every  wind  of  doftrinc,  and 
never  knows  the  comfort  of  fecure  re- 
pole*.      The  repeated  admonitions  that 

have 

*  There  cannot  be  a  fairer  fpecimen  of  the  Ryle 
of  criticifm  which  is  employed  to  ihake  the  founda^^ 
tions  of  religious  principlei  than  the  folJowirig  re- 
marks on  the  njaternal  inflr unions  which  a  lady  of 
/afhion  addrefled-to  her  fon,  the  refpeftable  author  of 
which  had  had  the  hardihood  to  exchange  vague  and 
indefinite  admonitions,  for  an  exprefs  recommcndatxoa 
4)f  the  national  faith,  "  With  refped  to  the  doitrines 
**  of  Cbriftianity^  witliOut  combating  the  poiitionf 
'«  here  laid  down,  we  confefs  we  ihould  have  been 
♦•  better  pleafed,  if  the  orthodox  faith  of  the  fair 
*'  writer  had  been  offered  to  her  pupil  in  a' more 
**  moded  and  lefs  decided  tone.  When  an  aathor'a 
«'  tenets  are  founded  folely  on  the  authority  of  the 
'•  Englifli  tranflation  of  the  New  Teftament,  which 
"  may  chance  to  convey  more  or  lefs  than  the  ori- 
<*  ginal  fairly  implies,  a  certain  degree  of  diffidence 
<*  fhoold  furely  accompany  a£ertions,  efpecially  l9a 

•*  points 
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leaking  their  childi-cn  bigots,  by  teaching 

^*  points  which  are  yef  Gonteflcd  amortj  the  learnedf 
**  divines  of  the  reformed  churches  A  fingle  texc 
"  may  be  good  verbal  proof,  and  fuclras  may  prove 
'«  fatisfadlory'to  /air  divines ;  Bat  there  are  others 
•*  who  would  hefitate  to  cftablifti  their  faith  6n  fuch 
•«  flender  grounds,  and  they  would  recollefl  the  re- 
,*^  mark  of  the  poet :  In  religion 

••  What  damned  error,  but  (brtie  fober  broW 
•'  Will  blefs  it>  and  approve  it  with  a  text. 

"   SrtAltSPEARE.'* 

Kiight  not  one  afk  the  author  of  this  ingenious  mode 
of  combating /«/>  Mwnes,  on  what  Jingie  text  hai  our 
church  founded  any  of  its  dodrines  f  Is  it  impof* 
fible  for  a  mere  Englilh  reader  to  obtain  fuch  a  view 
efthe  controverfy,  as  to  difcover  which  party  brings 
the  flrongeft  fcriptural  evidencei^  or  mdH  ably  fup- 
ports  its  opinion  ?  I  prefume,  the  conduflots  of  this 
itfi9w  only-  mean^  to  prohibit  orthodox  females  froni^ 
uiing  a  decided  tone ;-  for  I  recoiled  that  the  daring* 
aflertions  of  an  audacious  advocate  of  impiety  and 
ievolt  received  nOharfh  reproof;  but  the  public  were 
invited  to  read  ier  Writings,  by  calling  them  Ipiritcd 
aftd  original.  ^^"'-^x, 
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them  myfterics  before  their  rcalbn  ripen- 
ed, has  ca^fed  young  people  to  be  trained 
up  in  fuch  ignorance  of  the  faith  which 
they  profefs,  as  would  have  aftonilhed 
every  age  fince  the  Reformation.  To 
this,  I  am  perfuaded,  we  mufi  afcribe 
the  recent  progrefs  of  Calvinifm  ;•  and 
not,  as  it  is  invidioufly  dated,  to  the 
negkSl  of  our  regular  clergy.  Elemen  tary 
inftruftion  is  a  branch  q{ parental  duty  i  it 
is  the  foundation  on  which  the  fuper- 
ftrufture  of  Chriftian  knowledge  muft  be 
raifed  i  and  we  might  as  well  cavil  with 
Eton  and  Weftminfter  for  not  teaching 
the  primmer,  as  condemn  our  fpiritual 
paftor  for  not  publicly  teaching  "  the  firft 
*^  principles  of  the  doftrine  of  Chrifl:/'*-^ 
If,  under  the  idea  of  being  an  enlightened 
and  liberal  parent,  we  fufFcr  our  children 
to  remain  in  ignorance  of  the  terms  and 
obligations  of  their  baptifmal  vow  i  if  we 
tell  them,  that  they  arc  free  to  choofe  the 
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way  in  which  they  will  worfliip  the  unU 
verfal  God,  who  is  alike  pleafed  with  the 
homage  of  "  the  Saint,  the  Savage,  and 
'*  the  Sage,"  let  us  not  feek  for  the  reafon 
of  their  future  maladies  in  the  un.whole- 
fome  nutriment  that  they  receive  fronci 
their  parochial  minifter,  but  in  our  having 
negledted  to  feed  their  infent  years  with 
the  milk  of  God's  holy  word,  left  we 
Ihould  thereby  prejudice  them  in  favour 
of  what  the  wifeft  of  mankind  have  pror 
nounced  to  be  t^n  thoufand  times  .more 
precious  than  the  riches  of  Ophir. 

There  is  fomething  fo  formidable  ia 
the  term  i^igof,  efpecially  wlien  coupled 
with  its  ally  per/ecutory  that  I  do  not  won- 
der our  latitudinarian  feftaries  have  found 
thcfe  names  moft  ufeful  artillery  to  drive 
weak  mothers  from  performing  their 
duty,  and  to  intimidate  diffident  people 
/rom  avowing  the  principles  that  they  pro*- 
fcffed.  What  if  I  fhew,  that  thefe  alarms 
J  5  ing 
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ing  epithets  are  not  appropriate,  when  af- 
cribed  to  the  confcientious  members  of  a 
church  conftituted  upon  fuch  principles 
as  that  to  which  we  belong !  But  I  muft 
appeal  from  the  judgement  of  thofe  wh6 
do  not  acknowledge  the  divine  authority 
of  our  whole  Scriptures^  and  only  ufe  a 
niutilated  and  garbled  edition  of  Ibch 
parts  of  the  facred  writings  as  fuit^  their 
own  purpofes.  I  might  advert  to  the 
cpiftles  of  St.  Paul,  who  authoritatively 
denounces  various  herefies,  and  excom- 
municates heretics  in  the  churches  which 
ke  founded,  and  governed,  either  by  him- 
felf  or  his  immediate  agents.  I  might 
bring  forward  the  examples  of  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Jude,.  who  exhorted  their  converts 
to  **  beware  of  thofe  who  privily  bring 
•*  in  damnable  herefies,  even  denying  the 
•*  Lord  who  Jf ought  them  i^*  and  "  to  eon- 
**  tend  earneftly  for  the  faith  once  de- 
w  iivercd  to  Uxe  faints^"  bccaufe  certain 
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mill   *^  have  crept    in    unawares/  wKa^ 
**  were  before  of  old  ordained  to  thiscon- 
"  dcmnation;  ungodly  men^  turning  the 
**  grace  of  God  into  lafcivioufnefs,  and- 
•*  denying  the  only  Lord  God' and:  our 
«  Loidijefiis  Ghrift i?  but  I  will  reft  my- 
proof  on  the   doftrincs  of  the:  beloved 
difcipit  St.  John.     As  he  was  moft  ho- 
tioured  whh  the  friendfirip  of  his  mafter,^ 
we  ha^  realbn  to  believe  that;  his  cha- 
raft^  ^^as  moffafllmilated  to  that  perfeft" 
model  of  all  excellence  which  the  incat- 
Mte  Deity  prefentedi ,    Iti  hk  writings  We  - 
trace  two  diftinguifliing  features;  afub- 
lime  and  clear  view  of  the  iScred  myfte- 
ries,  and  an  ardent  affcftion  for  his  feltow- 
Oreatures.     His  GoQ)eI  opens  with  a  fuU  1 
and  uneqqivocal  teftimonyof  the  divinity; 
of  his  Matter;  a  text  which,  acccM-ding;: 
to  the  confefiion  of  the  learned  Gfermaii  - 
commentator  Michaelis,  has  never  been 
iathe  Icaft  afFefted  by  the  moft  diligent 
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inquiry,  and  minute  criticifm,  of  thofe 
who  would  banifh  that  do6lrinc  from  the 
articles  of  religion.  Inftead  of  its  au- 
thenticity being  Jhaken  by  the  colleftions 
of  two  celebrated  collators  of  manufcripts. 
Mills  and  Wetftein,  it  has  h^n  rendered 
more  certain  than  ever  ♦.  When  we  con- 
lider  that  the  numerous  manufcripts  of  this 
gofpel  which  are  preferved  have  been 
made  by  tranfcribers  differing  in  fenti^ 
ments,  and  for  oppoGte  purpofcs ;  that 
-they  lived  in  countries  and  ages  remote 
from  each  other,  and  ufed  different  lan- 
guages and  idioms ;  we  muft  look  upon 
the  authentic  identity  of  this  text  as  a 
peculiar  interpofition  of  the  fame  holy 
Spirit,  which  firft  infpired  the  venerable 
apoftle  to  pen  this  important  truth,  to 
refute  the  fallacies  of  heretics  who,  even 
in  the  firft  ages  of  the  church,  refufed  to 

*  The  fame  is  obftrved  of  Romans,-  9th  chapter, 
and5thverfe. 
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bow  the  pride  of  human  reafon  to  thofc 
attefting  miracles  which  witneffed  the  in- 
carnation and  fufFerings  of  the  Son  of 
God.  It  is  generally  acknowledged,  that 
the  gofpel  of  St.  John  was  written  at  a 
time  when  hcrefies  had  crept  into  the 
Church*  i  and  every  attentive  reader  of 
this  facred  tre^tife  muft  acknowledge,  that 
.  it  is  diametrically  oppoGte  to  the  notion 
of  the  mere  humanity  of  our  Lord.  It 
fcems  Angular,  that  the  Socinians  fhould 
venture  to  aflert,  that  their  opinions  were 
what  was  antiently  eftcemed  to  be  ortho- 
dox, in  the  very  teeth  of  an  apoftolical 
hiftory,  compofed  for  the  efpecial  purpofc 
of  afferting  the  dodtrine  which  is  main- 
tained by  every  Chriftian  community  but 
their  own.  ^  ^ 

I  fear  that  I  have  been  led  to  digrefs  a 
little  from  my  purpofe.     It  was  rather  my 

♦  The  firft  dealers  of  Chflft*$  divinity  were  the 
Cnoitici. 
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defigfi  to  propofc  to  you  the  example  6f 
St. John,  than  at  this  time  tp  enlarge  upon 
his  doSrwe.     The  proofs  of  thofc  funda- 
mental articles  of  our  f^th  (the  divinity 
and  atoneniient  of  Chrift)  ate  more  nu- 
merous iii.thts  writings  of  this   apoftle,. 
nhan  in  any  other  of  the  facred  penmen ;. 
yet  none  of  them  appear  to  have  glowed, 
with  fuch  ardent, .  fiich  univerfal  benevo- 
lence, as  this  evangelift.     He  even  makes, 
our  love  to  our  brother  the  pledge  and  cri- 
terion of  our  boafted  love  to  our,  Maker. . 
His  firft  or  catholic  epiftlcjis  generally, 
believed  to  have  bosn  written  Jn  extreme 
old  age,  when  he  was  oa  the  eve  of  be- 
holding his  friend  andimafter  in  the  foil; 
fruition  of  uncreaied!  glory.     How  p^- 
thctic^  how  energetic  are  his  admonitory, 
adieus  to  that.flock  which  he  had.fo  long; 
attended!     He  falutes  them   with   the. 
epithet  of  "  beloved  i'*    he  calls  them 
"  his  Eltlc  children/'  he.  conjures  andi 
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entreats  them  "  to  kecpfteadfaft  in.  the 
**  faith i'*  and  he  admonifhes  them  "to 
^'  love  one  another/*  asthemarkof  thcii* 
religion.  Did  he,  who  leaned  on  tht 
bofom  of  Chrift,  believe  modes  of  faith 
to  be  immaterial,  or  that  the  charafters  of 
a  firni  chanipion  of  the  truth,  and  a  ge- 
nuine philanthropift,  are  incompatible  ? 
Did  I  fay  philanthropy  ?  Let  me  reje6lr  a 
term  fo  often  perverted  tp  the  bafeft  pur- 
pofes,  and  liibftitute  the  Chriftian  epithet 
of  charity.  Shall  we  accufe  the  beloved 
difciple  of  inconfiftency  or  bigotry ;  and 
can  the  matter,  who  felefted  him  from  all 
human  beings  as  moft  worthy  of  the  glo- 
rious title  of  his  friend,  be  fcreened  from 
the  charge  of  weak  partiality  ?  We  will 
not  tax  God  fooliflily,  nor  lightly  impeach 
the  conduft  of  the  moft  diftinguiftied'  of 
nrankind.  True  benevolence  extends 
to  the  fouls  as  well  as  to  the  bodies  of 
Dur  fellow-creatures  s   and  what  greater 
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kindnefs  can  be  fhewn  to  the  former,  than 
in  fteadily  refifting  dreadful  and  feduftive 
dodtrines  ? 

From  the  teftimony  which  the  writings 
of  St.  John  afford  of  his  character  in  ad- 
vanced lifci  we  iTiay  difcovcr  the  efficacy 
of  his  matter's  leflbns  on  his  naturally 
vehement  and  vindidlive  charaften  la 
the  warm  enthufiafm  of  early  youth,  he 
was  anxious  to  "call  down  fire  from 
**  Heaven"  on  thofe  cities  that  would  not 
receive  his  Lard  ;  but  the  undion-  of  that 
bleffed  Spirit,  of  which  he  received  fb 
copious  a  fhare  on  the  day  of  Pentecoft, 
taught  him  the  manner  in  which  he  was  to 
enforce  his  miffion.  He  now  knew,  that 
he  was  not  appointed  ruler  of  the  Afian 
Churches  to  ufe  the  arm  of  the  flefli,  or  to 
afflid  and  torment  others.  But,  as  no 
two  things  can  be  more  oppofite,  than 
tacit  acquiefcence  in  i^lfe  opinions,  and 
cruelty  to  erring  brethren^  he  has  left  us  a 
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ihining  example  of  zeal  for  truth,  without 
that  bafe  alloy  of  uncharitablenefs,  which 
human  paflions  are  fo  apt  to  intermix  in 
'whatever  deeply  intcrefts  the  mind*. 

Bigotry 

•  1  am  unwilling  to  mix  with  the  certain  autho- 
^ty  of  Scripture,  the  doubtful  atteftation  of  human 
tellimony ;  yet  I  wifh  to  repeat  two  anecdotes  of 
this  apoftle,  authenticated  by  Irenaeas,  a  Either  of 
the  fecond  century,  who  profefTed  that  he  had  {t^va 
from  Polycarp,  the  immediate  difciple  of  St.  John, 
l^hatever  may  be  their  authenticity,  Irenaeas  mufl 
have  thought  that  they  correfponded  with  the  then 
well-known  charadler  of  this  apolUe.  The  one  is, 
thatxoming  iiito  the  bath  at  Ephefus,  and  hearing 
that  the  poted  heretic  Cerinthus  was  then  there,  he 
immediately  left  it,  warning  his  followers  to  do  the 
fame,  left  the  place  which  contained  fo  great  an 
enemy  to  the  truth  Ihould  fall  upon  their  hcadi.- — ^ 
The  other  anecdote  is,  that  when  age  difabled  him 
from  preaching  ai  every  public  meeti'  g,  he  exhorted 
his  flock  with  thefe  words:—**  Little  children,  lov« 
*'  one  another."  His  auditors,  wearied  with  the 
repetition,  inquired  the  reaion  of  it  j  and  received 
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Bigotry  and  prejudice  arc  as  mocfi  di«r 
bugbears  of  this  age^  as  the  Pope  ai^d  the 
Pretender  were  fornnerly.  It  is  irtipofliblc 
to  defend  what  is  right,  without  danger 
of  encountering  the  obloquy  annexed  t& 
tyrannyi  perfecution>  ignorance,  fanati- 
cifm,  and  narrownefs  of  foul.  Yet  ip 
feems  as  if  few  were  fb  bigoted  as  thofc^ 
who  loudly  declaim  in  praife  of  unbounded^ 
freedom  of  opinion  j  whichi.  when  nicely 
analyzed,  is  generally  found  to  mean  a- 
reftlefs  defire  of  eftablifliing  our  own  fen-^ 
timents  as  the  univerlkl  doftrine;  Surely^ 
when  we  praife  the  liberality  of  our  tiYftv 
notions,  we  difcoVer  too  much  vanity  to* 
bring  the  fentiments  of  our  adverfaries^ 
jhto  difcrcdir  with  any  intdligcnt  reader. 

Ibr  anfwcr,  '*  This  is  what  our  Lord  commanded ; 
^'  and  if  wc  can  do  this,  we  need  do  nothing  elfc.'* 
1  have  quoted  this  account  from  an  excellent  work, 
once  ftudied  by  every  family ;  I  mead  Nclfon's  Com- 
panion to  the  Feads  and  Fads  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land.   It  may  be  found  in  various  authors. 
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To  npply  this  remark  to  that  fpecies  6( 
li)i0cntcrs  vrhich  is  moft  vehement  ill 
charging  the  eftablilhment  with  bigotry: 
According  to  their  acknowledged  tenets, 
modes  of  faith  are  knmatmai  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Deity.  The  Romanifts,  who  be- 
lieve falvation  to  be  circumfcribed  within 
the  papal  pale^  are  juftifiable  in  their  zeal 
for  making  converts  j  but  what  ^motive 
can  we  aflign  to  thofe^  who  teach  that 
**  God  made  men  to  differ  in  points  of 
^'  faith,*'  and  who  yet  purfue  every  me- 
thod,  and  move  every  engine,  to  bring 
the  world  to  a  conformity  with  their  owA 
opinion  ?  Is  not  this^  ufing  One  rt^fcafur^ 
for  our  neighbours,  and  another  for  our** 
felves,  and  crying  out  againft  the  intole- 
rance that  we  praftife  ?  Does  this  pro* 
ceed  froi^  zeal  for  truth!  Noi  with 
them,  the  confcious  mind  is  its  Own 
"  awful  worM  "  and  what  feenf6  right  to 
a  man  is  determined  to  be  right  to  him. 

The 
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The  motive  muft,  therefore,*  be,  cifhef 
the  love  of  coritention^  or  that  ambitiout 
defirc  of  fuperiorky,  and  bigoted  attach- 
ment to  their  own  notions,  which  they 
charge  as  heinous  ofiences  againil  us; 
who,  dreading  the  threatening^  denounced 
againft  thofe  that  mutilate  the  facrcd  vo- 
lume, dare  not  erafe  a  truth  which  per- 
vades the  whole  feries  of  Scripture,  from 
the  brief  but  awful  and  inftrudtive  narra- 
tive of  the  formation  and  fall  of  man,  to 
that  prophetical  clofe  of  the  facred  volume 
which  lifts  the  myfterious  veil  of  futurity, 
to  AieW  us  the  final  renovation  of  the 
hurnan  fpecies  iq  the  city  of  the  living 
.God.       , 

I  need  not  inform  my  d^^  young  friend, 
ihat  the  truth  to  which  I  have  alluded  is,  • 
the  atoning  facrifice  of  the  Son  of  God ; 
by  wlxich  the  Almjgbfy  Father  was  pleafcd 
at  once  to  fliew  his  hatred  to  fin,  and  his 
companion  to  tinners.     1  do  iK>t  intend  tQ 
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purfuc  the  long  fcrics  of  promifcs,  analo- 
gies, ceremonial  inftitutions,  and  pro- 
phecies, by  which  the  world  was  prepared 
for  this  great  event :  a  volume  devoted  to 
the  fubjeft  would  give  but  a  brief  view 
of  the  types  and  predidtions  which  an-- 
nounced  its  unexampled  importance.  To 
this  point  all  the  promifcs  made  to  Adam, 
Noah,  Abraham,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Patriarchs,  pre-eminently  tended;  even 
thofe  which  appear  to  us  to  be  merely 
of  a  perfohal,  temporary  nature,  to  them 
(as  we  may  learn  from  other  parts  of 
.Scripture)  difclofed  views  which  extended 
beyond  this  -tranfitory  ftate,  and  the  tem- 
poral concerns  of  their  offspring.  To 
prepare  mankind,  by  previous  concep- 
tions of  the  manner  in.  which  the  offended 
juftice  of  the  Almighty  mull  be  propiti- 
ated, facrifices  were  introduced  (and  it  is 
believed  by  divine  appointment)  imme- 
diately after  the  fall;  they  were  revived  in 
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the  renewed  covenant  nnadc  wldi  Noah 
aicer  the  flood  j  and  pojitively  enjoined  to 
the  Patriarchs  during  their  various  migra- 
tions. When  I  the  Mofaical  law  was  given 
by  God  to  the  Jews,  they  were  efteemcd 
of  fuch  confequence,  that  the  regulation 
of  them  forms  one  entire  book  of  the  Pen- 
tateuch; and  during  the  whole  of  the 
Jewi(h  oeconomy,  thofe  ceremonials  were 
regularly  obferved,  though  often  contami- 
nated by  idolatrous  intermixture. 

Conlidered  in  itfelf,  flaying  a  bead  in 
honour  of  a  fpiritual  being,  n^uft  appear 
an  abfurd  and  indecorous  mode  of  homage. 
There  is  no  natural  connexion  between 
ftiedding  of  blood,  and  pardon  of  fin  j 
thefe  purple  libations,  therefore,  muft 
originally  have  been  of  fuperhuman  ap- 
pointment, and  intended  to  prepare  the 
minds  of  men  for  that  event  which  was  to 
happen  in  fulnefs  of  time.  It  is  evident, 
from  the  jiumcrous  reproofs  of  the  pro- 
phets. 


y  Google 


119 

jihets,  tliat  the  Jews  w.ere  apt  to  look  no 
further  than  to  the  mere  vifible  ordinance ; 
the  50th  Pfalm,  and  the  ift  chapter  of 
Ifaiah,  are  lively  inftances  of  an  endea- 
vour to  Jpiritualize  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  convince  them  that  it  was 
not  the  blood  of  calves  and  of  goats  that 
was  really  acceptable  to"  God. 

If  it  be  alked  by  our  opponents,  why 
God  would  not  grant  the  pardon  that  he 
intended,  without  requiring  fo  fevere  a 
ranfom  as  the  precious  blood  of  Chrift  ? 
we  may  anfwer,  "  it  was  not  his  pleafure 
^*  fo  to  do/'  To  argue  on  this  point 
from  what  we  fhould  fuppofe  to  be  nobU 
in  the  cpnduft  of  a  human  creature,  is  to 
produce  a  parallel  which  fails  in  all  tho 
known  points  of  refemblance.  It  is  to 
compare  finite  with  infinite,  in  every 
point  of  view  in  which  we  can  fuppofe 
prcfcience,  purity,  juftice,  mercy,  power, 
and  requital,  to  aA.     The  king,  who 
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(hould  ofFcr  the  heir  of  his  throne  as  a 
lacrifice  for  the  crimes  of  his  fubjefts, 
fnuft  have  the  power  of  raifmg  him  from 
the  grave,  before  he  can  be  produced  as 
a  comparifon  for  the  Ahinighty ;  and  he 
muft  behimfelf^»/^J,  before  he  can  con- 
fidently thus  exprcfs  his  irrcconcilablenefs 
to  guilt.  From  our  confeft  incapacity  of 
judging  of  any  thing  fo  remote  from  us  aS 
the  Deity,  acquiefcence  in  what  he  has  re- 
vealed becomes  not  only  expedient,  but 
our  bounden  duty.  All  that  we  know  of 
God  is  from  the  works  of  his  hands,  and 
the  book  dictated  by  his^pirit ;  and  from 
both  we  may  learn,  that  "  he  feeth  not 
"  as  man  feeth  j  that  his  ways  are  equal, 
'^  though  ours  are  unequal  s  and  that  his 
"  purpofes  are  paft  finding  out.'*  At 
prCfent,  "  we  fee  through  a  glafs  darkly  \' 
becaufe  our  faculties  are  too  limited  to 
give  us  a  juft  and  adequate  Idea,  either  of 
his  attributes,  or  of  the  laws  of  that  invi- 
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iiblc  ftate  in  which  he  is  more  confplcu-  s 
oufly   revealed.     Is  it  fo  extraordinary, 
that  the  creature  cannot  comprehend  the 
Creator  ?,  Docs  fuch  a  defcription  of  the 
<jod  whom  we  Chriftians  worfhip,  prove 
hini  to  be  any  ways  different  from  that 
author  of  nature,    for   whpTe  myfterioiis, 
operatiobs  Dhilofophers  cannot  latisfafto- 
rily.  a6d^unt  in   many  minute  inftances,. 
though  the  general  rcfult  of  the  vifible 
creation  compels  them  to  confefs  that  he 
is,  and  that  he  is  infinitely  wife  and. bene- 
volent ?  In  the  moral  government  of  the 
world,    does  *not   Providence  frequently 
permit  affliftioh  to  fall  upon  virtue,  and, 
fuffer  vice  to  profper  even  by  the  means 
of '  its   own  wicked   machinations  ?'  This 
correlJ)ondence  between  the  charadler  and 
conduft  of  the  Almighty,  as  defcribed  by 
his  word  and  his  works,  opens  a  very  co-  • 
pious    field  for  obfervation,  upon  which 
we    will    prefcntly'  touch,    though    my 
VOL.  II,  c  know- 
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knowledge  of  natural  philoibphy  and 
fcicnce  is  too  linaited  to  jcn^lc  mc  to  do 
it  the  jufticc  that  I  wiftn. 
.  But  let  us  flrft  purfue.our  obfervatioQS 
on  the  objei^ions  that  are  raifed  to  theie 
two  momentous  points^  the  redemption 
of  the  world,  jand  the  pleurality  of  perlbns 
in  the  Godhead.  The  opponents  with 
whom  we  now  contend  admit  Jefus  Chnft 
to  be  a  prophet  fent  from  God  >  and  by 
their  lately  afcribing  to  him  the  tertxi^ 
Lord,  I  hope  they  have  generally  rgefted 
Dr..  Prieftley's  impious  notion  that  he  w;|s 
mere  man,  and  acknowlecjge  him  to  be  a 
great  pre-exiftent  fpirit,  probably  the  firft 
iOf  created  beings^  and  the  delegated  h|^ 
of  jche  Chriftian  church.  As  they  muft^ 
dierefore,  have  ^t  over  what  was  to 
them  fo  long  a  ftumbUng  block,  the  mi- 
raculous incarnation,  it  is  much  to  be 
lamented  that  they  could  not  bring  their 
jminds  to   receive  the  jvboU  truth  i  for 
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how  we  can  addrefs  prayers  to  or  through 
nxiy  created  being  without  being  guilty  of 
idolatry,  or  having  mean  and  unworthy 
ideas  of  God^  they  mufl:  explain ;  and  if. 
he  be  our  Lord  and  fpiritual  head,  it  is 
from   him,    as  well  as  for  his  fake,  that 
we  muft  expeft  bkfling  and  protection. 
They  ftiUdeny  the  atonqo^tot,  or  that  the 
\v9Drld  was  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death 
ofChiJft;  but  they  admit  that  he  rjeally 
was  crudfied,  and  rofe  from  the  dead  in 
{ut)of  and  confirmation  of  .the  truth  of  the 
dodrine  that  he  was  fent  into  the  world: 
to  teach  i  namely,  the  refurreftion  of  the- 
body,  and  immortal  life.     They  fay,  it  is . 
inconfiftent  with  the  ideas  that  wc  ought  to 
fomdi   of  divine  juftice,   to  fuppofe  that 
God  would  not  pardon  the  guilty,  with-- 
om  fome  innocent  perfon  paid  the  ftipu-; 
l^ted  ranfom  of  their  fouls,  by  fubmittihg 
to  temporal   death,  to  refcue  the  wodd* 
from  eternal  punilhment.    As  they  inake 
G  2  fuch 
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fuch  a  point  of  explaining  all  the  actions 
of  the  Deity  oh  human  grounds,  they 
muft  tcU  us  how  they  juftify  God  for 
fuflfering  this  innocent  perfon  to  die,  in 
order  to  convince  a  ftubborn  and  incre- 
dulous world  of  the  truth  of  his  million. 
We  may  tell  thtm,  that  God  could  have 
madeufeof  rnean^  more  fuited  to  our  ideas 
<of  reftitudc>  to  convince  fceptics  who 
had  relifted  tht  power  of  unexaoipled  mi- 
racles, widi  as  much  applicablenefs  q{  ar- 
gument to  their  notions,  as  they  can  urge 
ragainft  our  creeds,  that  a  lefs  exception- 
able mode  of  pardoning  finncrs  might  have 
been  adopted.  If  they  plead,  that  the 
Tcfurreftion  of  Chrift  removes  all  idea  of 
injuftice  from  their  explanation  of  this 
proceeding,  we  may  reply,  that  that  event 
IS  equally  juftificatory  of  the  righteous 
.dealings  of  God  in  our  fyftem.  Accord- 
ing te  them,  the  Refurredion  of  Chrift 
iherely  told  the  wx)rjd  th^t  he  .was  a  truie 
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pfopHet;-  We  have  the  words  of  an  apoftlc 
on  our  fide  when  we  addi  that  it  was 
alfb  the  joyful  confirmation  of  our  own 
reftoration  to  div-ine  favour.  Chrift  is 
rifen  from  the  dead,  and  therefore  our 
faith  is  not  vain  j  we  are  no  longer  in  our 
'fins*.  The  Unitarians  generally  allow, 
that  Chrift  intercedes  for  us  in  Heaveq, 
Is  it  not  as  derogatory  to  the  divine  attii* 
bute  of  merty,  as  mcafured  by  our  finite 
rcafon,  that  finners  ftiould  need  an  advO'^ 
vocate  and  remembrancer  to  move  the  AU 
mighty  to  pardon  their  failings  and  relieve 
their  wants,  as  that  their  offences  (hould 
require  a  ranfom  ?  Into  thcfc  abfurditie3 
and  contradiftions  men  are  apt  to  fall, 
who  open  the  facred  volume  with  a  pre- 
determined idea  of  making  it  bend  to 
their  own  notions,  not  of  humbly  learn- 
ing, and  pioufly  fubmitting  to  what  they 
arc  there  taught. 

•  I  ft  Corinthians,  15  th  chapter,  I7thverfe. 
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If  flic  doftrincs  of  the  Trinity  *,  and 
the  atonement,  refted  upon  a  few  particu- 
lar paflages  of  Scripture  of  doubtful  in- 
terpretation, as  is  the  Cafe  with  the  pod- 
five  decrees  that  wc  lately  confideredf,  it 

•  The  Socinians  ftrongly  objcft  to  fevcral  of  tht 
ttrms  and  expreflions  that  are  nfed  in  our  church,  as 
mnfcriptural ;  efpecially  to  this  of  the  Trinity.  It  it 
adcnowledged>  that  this  word,  or  any  aggregate  cpi- 
tMle  of  this  doflrine,  is  not  to  be  fbnnd  in  holy  writ 
It  is  a  compendious  expreffion  adopted  by  the  earljp 
Athcrs  in  their  controverfy  with  the  Heretics  who 
denied  this  dodrine,  as  more  convenient  than  a  long 
ptri^hrafis.  It  would  not  be  too  great  a  facrlfice  for 
peace  to  give  up  this  word,  if  another  equally  com- 
prefaenfive,  and  of  as  acknowledged  and  determinate 
ioBport,  could  be  fubflituted  by  mutual  confent.  But 
it  is  well  known,  that  this  is  ;aot  what  our  adverfaries 
deiire.  Their  oppofition  glances  from  the  expreffion 
to  the  dodrine,  which  is  fo  plainly  inculcated  in  the 
J^ew  Teftament  that  we  dare  not  relinquilh  it,  left  wc 
ihould  incur  the  curTe  pronounced  on  thofe  who  di- 
mimlb  from  the  book.    See  Rev.  iii  ch,  19th  verfe. 

t  Letter  V. 

would 


y  Google 


fay 

t^Oufd  be  incumbent  on  us  to  reflcft^ 
whether  we  are  not  called  upon  to  makf 
Conceflions  for  the  fake  of  unity,  and  even 
to  enter  upon  a  careful  revifion  of  our 
national  belief,  that  we  might  expunge 
what  wafs  unfcriptural>  But  the  rcverfii 
of  this  U  (6  far  acknowledged  by  our  act- 
verfaries,  that  as  dicy  cannot  by  the  moft 
minute  inveftigation,  the  nHoft  fubtle  ar- 
gumentis,  the  mod  ftrained  ConcelTions^ 
and  every  varied  rule  of  interpretation^ 
get  rid  of  the  numerous  and  ftubborn 
texts^  which  riot  only  prefs  hard  tipdri,  but 
iaftually  anrtihilate  their  notions,  they  have 
been  forced  to  fay,  that  Scripture  was 
early  interpolated  for  the  purpofes  of  the 
Trinitarians,  No  attempt  at  proving  the 
time  or  place  when  this  was  done  has  ever 
been  made ;  indeed,  as  there  is  not  the 
fmalleft  hiftorical  teftimony  to  fuppoit  this 
afiertion,  they  are  forced  to  reft  it  upoti 
conjefture*  They  tell  U8>  that  marginal 
G  4  notes> 
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notes^  written  by  fome  partizan  of  out 
traufe,  may  have  been  foifted  into  t4ic 
original  text,  through  the  ignorance, 
carelefsnefs,  or  bigotry  of  the  tranfcribers. 
But  then  all  tranfcripts  of  the  Bible  muft 
have  had  thcfe  marginal  notes,  ^nd  all 
tranfcribers  muft, have  aded  in  coac^rt  (a 
fuppofition  that  would  prove  all  the  early 
Chrittians  to  have  been  Trinitarians);  for 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  thefe  faulty 
In  iany  particular  copy,  or  fet  of  men, 
tould  occafion  an  emSlly  Jimilar  change 
in  th«  thoufands  of  thoufand  manufcripts 
of  the  New  Teftameht  that  certainly  had 
been  in  exiftence  pr.eyious  to  the  difcovery 
of  the  art  of  printing, 
^  The  Unitarians^again  ajQTert,  that  thefe 
myfterious  doftfines  are  often  contained 
in  paffages  evidently  parenthetical.  Is  the 
|>arenthefis  only  ufed  by  facred  writers  j 
is  it  not  a  common  licence  adopted  by 
all  authors,  e^eci^Uy  early  ones  j  and  has 
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the  gcnuinenefs  of  the  text  of  any  antierit 
claflic  been  difputed,  merely  becaiifeof 
the  iavolution  of  his  '  fentences  ?  We 
might  further  alk,  if  all,  or  even  the 
greater  part  of  tc^xts  afferting  the  divinity 
and  the^atonement  of  our  Lord  are  of  this 
defcription  ;  but  the  grofs  abfurdity  of  a^ 
'fcharge,  of  which  they  do  not  attempt  to 
give  any  proof,  fcarcely  deferves  confa- 
'tation.  ;  ** 

'  Another  rinode  of  evafion  has  alfo  been 
adopted.  We  are  tdld,  that  bur  prefent 
received gofpels,  &cV'ai*e**^  far  frombcin^ 
**  unchanged.  Or  the  only  ones  given  and 
*^  ufed  heretofore  on  equally  allowed  au- 
^thority."  This  affirmation  mtiflr  indeed 
confiderably  alarm  the  unlearned'  ferr^ife 
Ghriftian,  who  may  well  tVyolble  with  th6 
apprehenfion  that  what  fhe  cortfiders  ai 
her  charter  of  falvation,  is  only  a  muti- 
lated fragnnfent  fuH  of  errors  and  unwafi 
ranted  doftrines  \  in  (hort,  the  cbmpo- 
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-firion  of  prieft-craft  and  fraud,  or  tRe  me- 
lancholy wreck  of  a  clearer  and  more  inr 
ftrudtive  tide  to  the  kingdom  of  her 
father.  But  let  her  be  comforted  i  this  is 
an  qffertiouy  not  a  faS.  Other  hiftories 
of  the  Life  of  our  Saviour  have  indeed 
exifted,  andother  compofitions  have  been 
attributed  to  the  apoftlesj  but  they  were 
only  human  imitations  of  divinely  tu* 
tored  originals  j  Or  the  pious,  though  un» 
auth^pticated,  compofitions  of  well-mean- 
ing, but  uninfpired  men;  which  never 
had  any  authority  in  the  church,  though 
they  might  be  occaQonally  read  by  indi- 
jviduals,  as  we  read  literary  forgeries,  or 
continuations  of  the  works  of  different 
authors  by  inferior  hands.  Our  learned 
divines  have  proved,  by  unanfwerable  ar- 
guments, that  though  early  heretics  fi>rged 
Ipurious  gofpels  to  fupport  their  falfe 
do^rines,  the  primitive  church  dete(^ed 
and  difowned   them.      The  (quotations 
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Urc  now  p6(ie(s>  are  fo  numerous  in  the? 
works  of  the  fathers  of  the  fecond  and 
third  centuries>  that  they  almoft  amount' 
to  a  tranfcript  of  the  NeW  Tcftamcnt.* 
The  interpolation  of  paflages,  or  change* 
dftreattles,  which  our  opponent*  pretend 
to  have  happened,  muft  therefore  have 
tftken  place  in  the  firft  century ;  that  is' 
to  fay>  during  the  life  time  of  Saint 
John,  ¥fho  is  known  to  have  furvived  till' 
anno  94;  and  his  own  gofpel,  which,  on 
the  carlieft  calculation  was  not  written  till 
70,  muft  have  been  more  interpolated 
and  altered  than  any  other  part  of  fcripture, 
and  this  even  during  his  life.  Till  we 
2rc  fliewn  an  hiftorical  record  which ^ 
proves  when  and  how  this  was  done,  wc* 
will  fimply  anfwer,  ./i^  crimi  was  if^of-- 
JihU. 

Another  fuppofition  has  been  ftartcd,i 
which  it  is  to  be  feared  may  open  a  new^ 
c  6  dooF 
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^f  for  controverfyj  this  is  an  {^irtipi^ 
that  ;he  firft  three  cvangelifts  wrote  fronv 
fcnae   common  dpcumenr,   from  which 
tl^cjrparaphraftically  tranfcribed  their  re^ 
fpeftivegofpds.     This  is  the  fu^eftioa^ 
of  a  ?^ry  learned  commentator,  who,  in 
his  defire  to  produce  a  rperfeft  harmony 
amongthefacred  writers,  and  to  account 
for  every  lefler  difficulty  which  a  crkicii 
fcrutiny  may  fipd  in  their  narratives,  ha* 
zarded  an  opinion,,  probably  without  M}f 
^prpciating  the  alarm^ing  conciufions  that 
^  might  be  drawn  from  fuch  a  concefBon, 
lkn<ftioned  by  fuch  a  name.     No  ftronger 
proof  can  be  given  that  fuch  a  document 
never  exifted,  than  that  for  eighteen  cen- 
turies the  Chriftiain  church  has  never  heard 
of  it.     The  preface  to  St.  Luke's  gofpcl, 
abotit  wiiich  fo  much  has  been  lately  faid> 
far  from  warranting  the  idea  of  ont/anc^ 
tiiintd  vnginal  hi&ory  of  the  life  of  Chrift, 
pofitiveLy  ajaferts  tl^  many  had  even  then 
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"  taken  in  hand  to  fet  forth  in  ofder  4r 
^  declaration  of  tbofe  things  whieh  arfe 
**  moft  furcly  believed."  '  Sputioias  gof- 
pels,  therefore,  exifted  at  that  time,  as- 
well  ^s  the  genuine  compofitiorts  of  St. 
Matthew  and  St^Mark.  The  fimilituck 
of  expreflion  be»een  the  erangelifts, 
whieh  kiduced  Mr.  Marfh  to  fbrni  diis 
no%:el  and  unfatisfadlory  hypothefls,  may, 
as  a  periodical  writer  jufldy  remarks*,  be 
eafily  accounted  for,  by  .admitting  "  that 
**  they  really  did  all  idraw  from  one  com- 
**  mon  fourcej  but  that  this  fource  was 
"  no  other  than  the  remembered  conver- 
**  fattons  and  miracles  of  their  Lord, 
"  which  they  had  often  difcuffed  among 
"  themfelves,  and  which  alfo  the  Holy- 
**  Spirit  was  promifed  mOre  efpecially  to 
**.  bring  to  dieir  remembrance." 

With  regard  to  the  verity  of  the  fafts 
xccorded  in  Scripture,  we  may  obferve, 

^*  Anti-Jacobin  Review  for  June,  1805,  page  125. ' 
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lliat  from  wKat  we  now  know  of  the  fpti- 
rious  narratives  of  our  Lord's  life,  they  alf 
joined  in  defcribing  the  iame  fort  of  dia- 
ra6ler»  and'  relating  the  fame  great  out* 
line  of  his  birth,  habits,  doArme,  and 
fufierings.    The  early  enemies  of  our  re- 
ligion alio  lend  their  unwilling  teftimony 
10  the  faoie  events;    When  Conftantine 
the  Great  eftafolifhedChriftianity  as  the  re- 
ligion of  his  extended  empire,  the  work*^ 
of  thofc  who  had  written  againft  it  funk 
into  gradual  contempt,  and^  it  is  certain; 
foon  difappeared.     Of  all  that  wit  and 
fcicnce  compofcd  againft  the  verity  of  our 
faith,  nothing  remains,  but  a  few  fcattered* 
fragments  of  Celfus  and  Porphyry,  two  * 
philofophers,  and  of  the  emperor  Julian; 
furnamed  the  Apoftatej  and  thefe  are  pre-  - 
fervcd  in  the  writings  of  thofe  fethcrs  who 
refmed  their  errors.     Their  arguments  arc 
fo   completely  puerile,   that  they  would 
not  now  unfcttle  the  weakeft  Chriftiaaj 

but 
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but  th^ir  teftimony  to  the  general  truth  of 
Our  religion  is  invaluable.  For  thefe  bitr 
tcr  enemies  of  Chrift,  who  were  defirous 
that  his  name  Ihould  never  more  be  heard 
among  men,  and  who  lived  within  two^ 
ttiree^  or  fpur  hundred  years  of  the  events 
recorded  in  our  gofpels,  acknowledged 
the  identity,  fufferings^  and  miracles  of 
our  Lord,  and  teflified  the  general  pro« 
miilgation  of  his  religion.  But  the  pointy 
which  I  now  wilh  more  particularly  to 
obferve  is^  that  they  quoted  out  of  the 
Gofpels,  the  A&s^  and  many  of  the  cpi(^ 
des^  which  we  now  poflfefs^  and  fwt  out 
of  any  of  thofe  fuppofititious  gc^pels,  &c. 
which  we  are  now  told  were  of  equal  au« 
thority. 

I  have  mentioned  to  you  the  name  of 
Michaelis,  a  moft  laborious  commentator 
on  the  original  text  of  the  New  Tefta-- 
menty  which  he  was  anxious  to  bring  to 
the  greateft  pof&ble  degree   of  verbal 
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purity.  After  the  mod:  minute  inveftlga- 
tion,  and-  collation  of  manufcripts  and 
verfions,  he  obferves,  *^  That  thoogh  the 
*'  nonrber  of  paffages  which  aflfert  the 
^  riiyfterious  doftrincs  of  Chriftianity  rhay 
*'  be  leffened  by  the  various  readings 
•^  which  occur,  the  proof  is  not  weakened, 
*'  when  weremember  that  the  manufcf  ipts 
^^  now  in  our  poffeflion  are  of  various 
"  dates  and  nations,  and  pofleffed  by  per- 
^  fons  of  various  fefts  and  herefies,  as 
**  weH  as  by  the  orthodox/*  He  adds, 
^*  That  the  mod  important  readings  which 
**  make  an  alteration  in  fenfe,  relate  in 
^'  general  to  fubjefts  that  have  no  con- 
^*  nexion  with  articles  of  faith  j  by  far 
"  the  greater  part  are  trifling,  and  make 
♦*  no  alteration  in  the  fenfe."  His  ge- 
neral conclufion  is,  "  That  the  facred 
^*  writings  have  been  tranfmitted  to  us 
•'  from  xhe  learlieft  times  to  the  prcfcnt 
•*  age,  wthout  material  aiteratUn ;    and 

'<  that 
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"  that  our  text,  if  we  except  the  paflagcs^ 
•*  which  are  rendered  doubtful  by  an  op- 
'^  pofition  in  the  readings^  is  the  famr 
*^  which  proceeded  from  the  hands  of  the 
•'  appftlcs.'* 

You  will,  I  doubt  not,  cordially  rejoict 
in  this  teftimony,  which  you  muft  recoU 
kdt  does,  not  come  from  the  pen  of  a> 
fair  divine^  or  the  devoted  bigot  of  any 
feft  or  eftablifhment  y  but  from  a  man  of 
uncommon  erudition  and  eager  inveftiga*- 
tion,'who  feems^  to  have  brought  to  the 
important  ftudy  to  which  he .  devoted  his 
life,  a  mind  open  to  conviftion,  and  ready . 
to  acquiclce  in  whatever  conclufion  truth 
Ihould  c<?fnpel  him  to  adopt.  We  un- 
learned Chriffiians  may  enjofy  the  benefit 
of  labours  to  which  we  are  fo  unequal ;  and 
with  due  reverence  to  the  venerable  repo- 
fitories  of  appftolical  infpiration  entrufted 
to  ou^  care,  let  us  ftudy  the  facred  code 
oi  life  and  immortality  with  double  dili- 
.  gence.. 


y  Google 


r58 

gencc.  "  To  throw  away  notices  from^ 
^  Heaven^  becaufe  we  do  not  undcrftand 
^  them,  is  Kic€  lavages  throwing  gold 
**  and  jewels  into  the  fea;  It  is  the  famey 
**  if,  in  order  to  avoid  difficult  difcuffionsy 
**  we  lower  them  to  what  we  think  com- 
**  mon  fenfe.  Wherfier  we  underffand 
•*  God'^  meflage  or  not,  it  is  our  bnfinefi- 
•^  to  record  it  faithfully ;  and  by  prayers^- 
**  fermons,  hymns,  &c.  to  imprint  it  on 
**  our  minds*/' 

We  mufl  not,  therefore,  out  of  af- 
fc6ted  refpeft  to  th^e  fcruples  of  others; 
prefume  to  difpute  the  terms  on  which  we 
are  oflfered  the  gift  of  eternal  life.  Nor 
can  a  Liturgical  fervice  be  framed  fo  as 
to  fuit  Socinian  fcruples,  with  which  we 
cugbt  to  Be  contented.  It  is  melancholy/ 
therefore,  to  difcover,  that  with  this  fo- 
ciety,  who  call  themfelves  by  the  name  of 
Ghrift,  wc  muji  not  be  in  communion; 
#  Hc)f'§  Ledlurca* 

^  There 
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There  cannot  be  **  one  Lord,  one  faith, 
**  one  baptifm,"  with  thofe  who^  may 
rather  be  faid  to  fabricate  than  receive 
their  creed;  who  deny  the  moft  im- 
portant fenfe  in  which  ChrHE  is  our  Lord'; 
and  who,  in  baptifm,  do  not  allow  of  that 
dedication  to  the  bleffed  -Trinity,  which, 
as  enJQined  by  the  higheft  authority,  we 
dare  not  omit  ♦•  With  them,  the  facra- 
ment  of  the  Lord'is  (upper  Ts  merely  a^ 
commemoration  of  a  benefaftor ;  with  us, 
it  is  afeaft  upon  a  facrifice,  or  the  fetting 
forth  of  our  Lord's  death  until' he  come ; 

•  The  Monthly  Reviewers  for  06h)bcr  1804, 
page  216,  inquire  *^  what  advantage  the  pious  au- 
*'  thor*'  of  a  woik  then  under  confederation  '*  can 
•*  fuppofe  the  youthful  reaider  will  derive,  from  Being 
«*-  told  diat  the  Trinity  created  the  world  ?"  I  fup*. 
poie  the  youthful  reader  b  one  who  has  been  dedi*- 
cated  to  the  Trimty  in  baptifm.  He  mufl  therefore 
derive  fome  valuable  information  in  learning  (if  h^ 
has  never  before  been  taught)  that  the  God  whom  he 
has  vowed  to-  obey  is  the  Creator  of  all  things  vifible 
and  invifible  io  Heaven  and  in  Earth. 

being 
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Being  as   truly  defigoed  to  indicate  and^ 
fhcw  our  faith  in,  and  telianceon  the  merits 
of  Chrift's   death,  as  the  anterior  jfacci-- 
fices  of  the  Mofaical  law  were  defigned'  to* 
convey,  to  the  fouls  of  all  who  finccrcly 
offered  them,  th.c  benefits  arifing  from  phe: 
death  of  the  Lamb  of  Gp4»  A^in  in  the 
counfcis  of  the  Mofl;  High  before  thcfoun- 
dation  of  the  world.     The  c^hange,. there- 
fore, to  which  we  are  invited  in  the  moft 
fpecious  terms,,  is  not  light  and  trivial|. 
it  is  not  to  abandon  "  a  few  obfolete  creeds,. 
*^  mufty  articles,  and  unmeaning  forms/' 
It  is,  to  rejedt  the  inward  and  fpiritual 
meaning  of  thofe  outward  and  vifible  figns- 
which  Avcfe  inftituted  by  Chrift  himfelf.  I,t 
is  obferved,  that  the  two  great  doftrines, 
of  the  atonement,  and  the  Trinity,  form* 
the  moft  marked  diftinftions  between  the 
Mahomedan  and  the  Chriftian  faith*.  May 
the  Almighty  expedite  the  fulfilment  of. 

*   See  Lady  W.  Montague's  Letters^    vol.  2d» , 
page  6^  34  Editioa, 
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thofe  prophecies,    which,     from,  prefent 
.appearances,  feem  to  be  rapidly  unfold- 
ing i  and  may  we,  with  our  miftaken  bre- 
thren, who  have  long  believed  in  the  lying 
teftimony  of  the  Arabian  impoftor,  meet 
jn  focial  worlhip  before  the    altar  of  the 
true  God  J  but  this  event  cannot  be  for- 
Awarded  by  otir  rentinciation  of  the  truths 
which    arc   committed   to    our    charge. 
Whenever  the  feven  golden  candlefticks 
ihall  be  replaced  in  the  defolatcd  cities  of 
Alia  Minor,  and  the  feven  angels,  puri- 
fied by  ^afflictions,  return  with  renovated 
ftrength  to  their  re-edified  churches,  the 
fong  of  the  thrice   holy   Lord,  and    the 
praifes  of  "  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  firft 
"  and  the  laft,  who  was  flain  and  behold 
"  he  liveth,*'  mull  echo  through  the  long 
filcnt  walls,  zs  it  did  in  thofe  early  times 
when  true  Chriftianity  flourilhed  in  thofe 
beautiful  regions,  under  rhe  foftcring  care 
of  the  bctoved  difciple. 

You 
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Tou  will  perhaps  be  told,  that  as  the 
Scriptures  were  written  in  the  Eaft,  the 
lively  metaphors,  bold  allufions,  and 
drained  fimilitudes,  which  are  fo  conge- 
nial to  oriental  idioms  will  be  made  to 
imply  more  than  was  originally  intended, 
if  literally  tranflatcd  into  our  vernacular 
tongue;  and  you  will  be  particularly 
fliewn,  that  the  term  Son  of  God  has 
been  applied  to  many  created  beings. 
Three  paffages  of  Scripture  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  enable  you  t6  efcape  the  danger 
of  this  cautionary  fuggeftion.  Is  there 
any  fcriptural  evidence,  that  a  created 
being  was  ever  joined  with  the  Almighty 
in  the  foleron  a6t  of  dedication  or  bene- 
diftion  ?  The  archangel  Michael  is  faid 
tcfr  be  the  guardian  angel  ^f  the  Jews  j  he 
is  alfo  defcribed  as  high  among  the  hea^ 
venly  hoft,  if  not  the  higheft.  Mofes 
was  the  moft  honoured  of  the  human  race ; 
he  was  the  mediator  through  whon>  God 
made  the  firft  Iblemn  covenant  with  man"* 

kindi 
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kmd :  In  this,  as  well  as  in  his  perfonal 
and  intiaia(e  intercourfe  with  the  Deity^ 
and  in  his  prophetical  and  kgiflative  ca^ 
pacicy,  he  Is  no  unlit  comparifon  to  our 
Saviour.  Were  the  infant  Ifraelites  dedi- 
cated to  Godj  Michael,  and  Mofes?  Did 
Godj  Michael^  and  Mofes,  blefs  the  peo- 
ple ?  The  form  of  our  initiatory  facra- 
ment  was  prefcr3>ed  by  Chrifl:  hicnlelf : 
*'  Go  ye,  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations, 
'^  haptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
^*  Father,  and  jof  the  Son,  and  pf  xbc 
^'  Holy  Ghoft*."  The  apoftoJical  be- 
nediftion  is  as  decifive :  "  The  grace  of 
**  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  love  of 
**  God,  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy 
*«  Gboft,  .be  with  you  all.    Amen  f.'^ 

Our  Lord's  reply  to  the  High  Prieft, 
as  recorded  in  the  fourteenth  chapter  of 
jSt«  Mark,  gives  a  (lill  ftronger  atteftation 

•  Matthew,  z8th  chapter,  19th  verfe. 

^  2d  Corinthians,  13th  chapter,  i^thverfe. 
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<rf  liis  right  to  zjptcutidr  indr  deifying  {qti* 
(hip:  '^  Art  thou  the  Chrift,  the  Son  qV 
^»  the  Blefled/*  is  the  queftion^  to  which 
our  Lord  anfwered,  **  I  am,"  and  ap- 
pealed to' the  laft  judgement,  at  which 
tinie  they  fhould  fee  him  vifibty  enthroned 
in  divine  majefty.  On  which  the  fanhe- 
drfan  condemned  him  tb  death,  775  being 
guiity  cf  bla/phemy.  If  the  title  that  our 
Lord  here  afTumed  only  meant,  as  the 
Socinians  fay,  Mefliah  or  prophet,  tfle 
Jews  would  not  have  condemned  him  for 
Jjlafphemy,  but  impofture.  The  pre- 
tended crime,  therefore,  for  which  our 
Lord  was  doomed  to  die,  was  the  de- 
claring himfelf  to  be  the  Son  of  God  in 
that  fcnfe  of  the  word  which  the  mod 
learned  of  the  Jewifh  nation  (who  were 
accuftomed  to  its  other  definitions)  con- 
lidered  to  be  blajphemous ;  thiat  is,  as  af- 
fuming  the  divine  nature  *.   . 

♦  See  the  3d  chapter  of  John,  13  th  verTe,  which 
Afaibes  ubiquity  to  oor  Lord, 

But, 
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But,  fay  fome,  "  Rcafon  can  never 
*^  aflurc  nor  ftrengthen  a  faith  which  is  . 
*^  contradiftory  to  it;  nor  is  it  poffible 
•'  to  induce  an  unprejudiced  mind  to  be- 
•*  lieve,  that  a  wife  and  good  Creator  will 
*'  ever  offer  a  mode  of  faith,  to  regulate 
^*  the  condud  of  his  dependant  creatures, 
'*  wholly  inconfiftent  with,  and  repugnant 
**  to,  that  faculty  with  which  he  has  in  a 
**  fuprcme  degree  endowed  them,  in  order 
**  to  guide  and  diredl  them  in  judging  of 
^*  right  from  wrong."  If  Chriftianity,  as 
taught  by  our  national  church,  really  were 
fuch  a  mode,  we  might  doubt  how  it 
could  be  defended.  But  myfterious,  or, 
as  they  are  fometimes  called,  unintelligible 
doftrines,  are  of  two  kinds  j  one  of  which 
is  above  our  comprehenfion,  the  other 
contradidtory  to  our  experience  or  our 
feelings.  It  is  contradiftory-  to  all  our 
received  opinions,  to  make  God  the  au* 
thorofevil,  and  delighting  in  thedeftruc^ 
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tion  of  his  creatures,  or  wilfing  th^xr 
damnation  from  arbitrary  motives.  It  is 
contradiftory  to  our  fenfes  to  fay,  that 
three  are  one,  and  that  one  is  three ;  but 
y/t  do  not  violate  any  natural  or  moral  fcnfe, 
when  we  fay,  Scripture  has  revealed  to  us, 
that  with  the  moft  perfedt  unity  of  counfei 
and  nature  in  the  Godhead,  there  is  a  di- 
verfity  of  perfon ;  or  that  the  wilful  dif- 
obedience  of  Adam  fo  far  debafed  his  na- 
ture, that  it  is  impoffible  for  his  offspring, 
of  thcmfelves,  to  attain  fuch  degrees  of 
piety  and  holinefs,  as  would  gain  the  apr 
probation  of  a  perfeftly  pure  and  righteous 
God.  I  am  perfuaded,  that  many  a  fceptic, 
who  ftarts  at  thefe  propofitions,  admits 
many  fads  in  natural  philofophy  equally 
myfterious ;  I  mean  equally  beyond  the 
clear  comprehenfions  of  our  Ihnited  facul- 
ties ;  and  I  greatly  wonder,  that  thofe  who 
rejeft  them  on  the  fcore  of  their  being  con- 
trary to  reafon  and  analogy,  can  yctprofefs 
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their  belief  in  the  properties  of  magnctifm 
and  eledtricity.  If  we  were  comnnanded 
to  tell  why  or  how  thefe  things  are  fo  or- 
dered,  we  might  allowably  ftart  at  what 
would  then  really  be  '^  a  hard  faying  i" 
but  we  are  only  required  to  acknowledge 
that  fuch  things  are^  and  this  on  the  weight 
of  fuch  evidence  as  was  never  before  c^red 
to  the  world.  Added  to  this,  we  are  alfo 
aflured,  that  as  the  underftanding  of  an  in- 
fant by  a  gradual  progrefs  ripens  into  the 
knowledge  of  the  man;  "  fo  we,  who  now 
**  can  only  know  in  part,  Ihall  hereafter 
*'  know  even  as  we  are  known." 

The  evidence  on  which  Chriftianity  is 
offered  to  our  acceptance,  is  not  difputed 
by  our  prefent  adverfaries,  becaufe  they 
alfo  afFeft  to  receive  it  as  an  originally 
divine,  but  (ince  falfified,  revelation.  It 
may,  however,  be  expedient  to  remind 
you,  that,  befide  its  antecedent  attefta- 
tion,  prophecy,  and  its  accompanying 
H  2  tcftimony, 
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teftlmony,  miracle*,  the  inimitably  con- 
ceived and  exquifitely  original  charafter 
-of  our  Saviour,  fo  pcrfeftly  fimilar  in  all 
the  gofpels,  and  fo  unlike  every  other 
thdt  has  been  exhibited  to^^ur^view,  is  to 
ttis,  in  thcfe  latter  ages,  a  wonderfully 
corroborating  proof  of  its  divine  origin. 
The  fuffcrings  of  the  firft  preachers  of 
our  faith,  its  fpeedy  .promulgation  in  de- 
fiance of  all  human  methods  to  oppofe 
:its  xourfe,,  the  dignity  of  its  fentiments, 
.and  the  unrivalled  purity  and  precifion  of 
its  moral  precepts,  are  all  circumftances 
which,  when  .minutely  inyeftigated,  atteA 

J*  The  ^ivracles  of  the  New  Teilament,  it  ihoulfi 
.ever  bp  rejpemtered,  were  a  feries  of  fa<fls  tending 
to  eftabUfh  a  fuper natural  mifllon.  What  is  in  itfelf 
incredible,  becomes  a  proof  of  divine  interpofition 
when  referred  to  fome  important  end.  It  is  thus  that 
.the  miracles  of  the  gofpel  were  diftinguifhed  from 
^11  other  lying  wonders,  which  are  deii^ribed  as 
tending  to  np  end  at  ^,  or  to  a  criminal  or  trjLfJinjg; 
purpofe. 

•'that 


y  Google 


^  tftat  tliis  work  andcouhfel  came  front' 
«  God*.'* 

The  praife  which  is  juftly  due  to  thei 
exalted  morality  of  the  gofpel,  brings  nnc 
to  the  point  wherein  we  differ  both  from 
the  Calviniftic  and  Socinian  fchooU-  The- 
former,  by  fuppofing  man  tabe  fo  wholly 
dependant  that  it  is  impoflible  for  hinr^- 
even  to  ajftft  in  working  ont  his  own  fal^ 
vation,  by  implication  accufe  our  divine 
inftruftor  of  iRconfiftency,  in  prefcribing 
a  law  whichi  on  the' one  hand,  it  was  im- 
poHible  for  uS  to  obey,  and  on  the  other,. 

*  The  juftly- celebrated  work  of  Archdeacon  Pa- 
ley,  on  the  Evidences  of  ChrilSanity,  and  the  Trea- 
tSt  on  the  Authenticity  of  the  Scriptures,  by  tho^ 
learned  Mr.  Bryant,  may  here  be  recommended  t(> 
the  attention  of  young  women^  as  perfpicuous  and^ 
fatisfa6U)ry,'  capable,  of  ftrengthening*  their'  faith, 
without  engaging  them  in  a  maze  of  controverfy.— - 
Some  excellent  remarks  on  the  incidents,  manners, 
fentiments,  and  expreffiorls  of  the  Gofpels,  may  be' 
found  in  Hey*s  Lectures,  vol,  lilj  page  138. 
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if  we  did,  would  not  have  rendered'  us 
more  acceptable  to  the  Deity.  The  latter, 
by  reprefenting  Chrift  as  a  mere  moral 
teacher^  or  the  prophet  of  the  refurredlioa 
and  life  everlafting,  omit  the  real  purpofe 
of  his  coming  upon  earth  -,  namely,  the 
redemption  of  the  world.  It  correfponds 
with  what  we  fhould  fuppofe  of  the  infi- 
nitely wife  and  holy  God  (as  our  Church 
always  acknowledges),  that  Chrift  fliould 
inftruft  his  followers  in  the  laws  of  right- 
€oufoefs  J  but  that  this  was  the  ultimate 
end  of  our  Lord's  miffion  is  denied  by* 
our  beft  divines  5  who  juftly  obferve,  that 
no  new  dijcoveries  can  be  made  in  morals^ 
Our  Lord  perfe6led  the  natural  notices  of 
reafon  and  confcience,  and  increafed  the 
knowledge  which  the  Mofaical  law  had 
difTufed  of  moral  obligation ;  removing 
the  obligation  to  purity  from  vifible  ac- 
tions, to  the  unfeen,  and  almoft  unac- 
Icnowledged,    intentions  of  our  hearts  > 
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fca^fiirrg  us  to  eradicacc  the  feeds  of  d\ofc 
evil  inclinations  \^ich  are  >vithin  w^ 
when  they  firft  begin  to  fhoot  forth ;  and 
exciting  us  to  holinefs,  nqt  fo  much  by 
any  particular  ipecific  compliance  with  an y; 
prefcribed  rule,  as  by  a  general  detprmir 
nation  of  doing  every  thing  to  the  glory 
of  God.  Yet  our  Lord  did  not  teach 
thefe  fublinic  ethics  as  a  regular  fyftenn,  or 
as  the  exprefs  purpofe  for  which  he  was 
conie  into  the  world;  Except  in  a  few 
paflages  (the  fcrnruMi  on  the  Mount,  for 
inftance),  moral  improvement  feems  to 
rife,  incidentally,  from  refleftions  that 
were  more  intimately  connected  with  his 
f  harader  as  the  Redeemer  of  the  world. 
The  beautiful  parable  of  the  prodigal  fon 
was  not  intended  to  enforce  relenting  ten- 
dernefs  to  offended  fathers  j  but  to  in- 
culcate the  doftrine  of  forgivenefs  of  (ins, 
then  firft  authoritatively  preached  to  the 
world.  To  us,  the  good  Samaritan 
H  4  teaches 
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teaches  univerfal  benevolence ;  but  it  was 
originally  mefent  to  ihcw  the  prejudiced 
Jew,  that  the  partition  wall  between  him 
and  the  Gentile  was  about  to  be  broken 
down ;  and  that  even  the  hated  Samari- 
tan, the  impoftor*  who  reviled  his  reli- 
gion, the  enemy  who  cruelly  triumphed  in 
his  diftrefs  f,  was  virtually  his  neighbour* 

It  will  appear,  that  moral  inftrudlion 
was  not  the  principal  purpofe  of  our 
Lord's  miflion,  by  attentively  confidering 
the  preparatory  miniftry  of  the  Baptift. 
This  extraordinary  perfonage  had  all  the 
marks  of  a  reformer  of  merely  human 
origin.  Auftere  in  his  manners,  blame- 
lefs  in  his  condudt,  fingular  in  habit,  bold 
in  reproof,  fuperior  even  to  the  innocent 
indulgences  of  natural  appetite,  unawed 
by  danger,  unfeduced  by  flattery,  he 
♦*  preached  in  the  wildernefs  the  baptifm 

•  St.  John,  4th  chapter,  2 2d  verfe. 
f  Nehemiah,  4th  chapter,  8  th  vcr(e. 
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'*  of  repentance  for  the  remiffion  of  fins/*^ 
No  fyftcm  of  ethics  could  be  more  ftri€t 
than  the  Baptift's,  no  reprover  of  viee 
could  be  more  free  from  finifter  defigns  or 
crnninal  indulgences.  From  the  defpifed, 
and  almoft  infamous  publican,  with  whom 
the  meaneftjew  fcorned  to  aflbciate,  to  ^ 
Herod  on  the  throne  of  tributary  royalty, 
his  penetrating  eye  difcovered  vice,  and 
his  energetic  voice*  boldlyr  reproved  it, 
and  enjoined  the  oppofite.  courfe  o€  virtue 
and  integrity*.  When-  we  confider  that 
this  new  Elias  was  foretold  by  prophecy 
and  prefigured  by  type,  that  his  birth  was* 
miraculousj  and  that  he  too  died^in^con'^ 
firmation  of  the  dofttine  he  taught^  why^ 
may.  we  not  alk,  did*  we  need  another 
moral  teacher  to  repeat  the  fame  precepts 
and  endure  fimilar  fufferings  ?  Yet  we 
have  all  the  teftimony  that  the  poJitive 
affertion  of  Scripture  can  give,  to  fhew 
that  the  baptifm  of  John.was  infufficient 
h5  to 
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Co  falvation.  Himfelf  acknowledges  the 
inferiority  of  his  introdudbory  office.  With 
all  the  noble  candour  fuited  to  his  exalted 
merit,  he  anticipates  and  rejoices  in  the 
future  triumphs  of  him  who  was  to  eclipfc 
his  fame  and  fuperfcdc  his  office.  ^*  Ht 
"it  is/*  faid  the  magnanimous  A  fcetic, 
**  who,  coming  after  me,  is  preferred  bc- 
'*  fore  me.  He  muft  increafe,  but  I  muft 
*'  dccreale.  He  that  hath  the  bride  is 
*'  the  bridegroom  j  but  the  friend  of  the 
'*  bridegroom,  which  ftandeth  and  hear- 
'•*  eth  him,  rejoiceth  greatly  becaufe  of 
*'  the  bridegroom*s  voice*  This  my  joy> 
*'  therefore,  is  fulfilled.'*  He  refers  every 
inquirer  to  the  true  Meffiah,  whofe 
coming  he  was  merely  to  announce;  and 
fo  entire  was  his  conqueft  over  the  moft 
lively  paffions  of  human  nature,  that  he 
fends  two  of  his  own  converts  to  Chrift> 
with  this  fublime  intimation,  ^  Behold 
^  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  taketh  away 

«  the 


y  Google 


15^ 

<'  the  fins  ^f  the  world*/'  The  irifoiE- 
eiency  of  repentance,  without  faith  in 
,Chrift,  is  clearly  affirnaed  in  two  paflages 
of  cheAfts;  namely,  the  i8th  chapter, 
a5th  and  26th' verfes  ^  and  the  1 9th  chap- 
jter  and  2d  vcrfe ;  where  it  is  judged  necef- 
fary,  that  thofe  converts  who  had  only 
received  the  former  (or  John's)  baptiifm, 
Ihould  have  the  way  of  God  expounded 
to  them  niore  perifedly,  and  receive  the- 
initiatory  rite  of  the  Chriftian-  faitHl- 

The  eternity  of  hell- torments,  is  a  fub- 
je£l  upon  which'  we  differ  from  the  Soci-- 
nians;  and  niany  perfons^  who  rejeft  the 
other  errors  of  that  fed,  entertaiix  a  hope,- 
that  after  a  certain  period,  when  the  pu- 
nifliment  of  finners  can  no  longer  anfwer 
the  purpofe  of  deterring  offenders,  it  will 
not  be  continued  as  a  means  of  vengeance. 
Dr.  Hey  obfcrvcs,  that  it  is  owing  to  the 

f  See  the  Bifliop  of  London's  Ledmes  on  the 
Gofpel  of  St.  Matthew. 
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moderation  of  our  Church,  that  her  tni- 
nifters  are  not  called  upon  lojubfcribe  ta 
this  doftrine  of  eternal  torments,  which 
was  part  of  the  original  articles  in  the 
Teign  of  Edward  the  Sixth. 

The  terms  cverlafting  death,  cverlaft:- 
ing  fire,  and  other  fimilar  expreffions  in 
our  liturgy,  are  taken  from  Scripture ;  and 
whether  they  are  to  be  confide  red  in  then: 
full  tremendous  import,  or  in  the  more 
limited  fcnfe  of  long  duration,  I  prefumc 
not  to  determine,.  I  think  ^with  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  learning  and  piety  of  thofc  wha 
have  defcanted  upon  this  awful  fubjeft) 
this  is  one  of  thofc  fecret  purpofe?  of  God 
into  which  it  is  frefumpfuous  to  attempt  to 
penetrate.  Our  interpretation  of  his  de- 
^cree  in  this  point  will'  not  afFeft  its  nature 
or  duration;  and  if  the  terrors  of  eternal 
punifliment  arc  found  infufficient  to  deter 
finncrs  from  guilt,  or  to  awaken  them  to 
repentance,   furely  holding    forth   more 
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lenient  prolpeifts  may  tend  to  encourage 
thetn  in  fin ,-  and  what  cxcufe  will  thejr, 
who  fuggeft  thefe  falfe  hopes,  make  at 
the  day  of  judgment,  if  they  fhall  then 
be  found  to  have  proceeded  without  the 
warranty  of  Sfcripturc,  and  only  on  thofc 
notions  of  reafonahlenejs  and  expediency 
which  muft  be  futile  when  oppofed  by  the 
exprcfs  word  of  God  ?  We  may  further 
obferve,  that  thcfe  threatenings  to  finners 
are  couched  in  the  fame  terms,  in  refpcft 
to  duration,  with  the  promifes  of  eternal 
life  to  the  righteous  ;  and  as  we  hope  that 
millions  of  years  will  not  diminiffi  the 
happinefs  of  the  blefled,  may  we  not  fear 
thatv  the  fufferings  of  the  impenetrably 
wicked  will  be  commenfuratc  ?  At  Icaft, 
let  us  reft  aflured,  that  the  wrath  of  a  long- 
fuffering  and  placable  God,  when  roufcd 
by  obftinate  and  determined  guilt,  muft 
be  infinitely  terrible.  We  do  not  limit 
his  mercy  by  exhorting  all  men  to  fear  his 

vengeance^ 
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jour  fcUpw-crealures  to  cndlefs  danF\natioq^ 
wuhout  iiemorfe>,  is  equally  falfe  and  in^ 
jurious.  pur  voice  at  the  day  of  judg- 
jnent  will  be  lifted  up  in  icnploring  par- 
.don  for  ourfelves,  not  in  imprecadng, 
^unilhment  on  others  i.  and  if  our  Clergy 
f efufe  to  difguife  or  to  palliate  the  threat- 
ened terrors  of  the  Lord,  and  diffuade 
.men  from  dangerous  fpeculations,  it  U* 
not  from  cruelty  or  bigotry,  but  from^ 
that  Chriftian  charity  which  feeks  to  en- 
large the  kingdom  of  the  blcfled*.  No= 
man  was  ever  driven  from  religion  by  . 
believing  the  threatenings  of  .die  Al- 
.mighty; 

The  future  ftate  of  the  heathen  world,^ 
is  another  fubje£t  on  which  much  difcuf- 
iion  has  arifen.  I  know  not  that  it  is 
properly  connefted  with  the  prefect  ^on* 
troverfy  i  for  I  believe  our  Church  has  not 
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officially  declared  any  further  opinioA  oA 

the  fubjeft,  than  what  is  Contained  in  the 

eighteenth  article  i    namely,    that    "  wc 

*^  cannot  be  faved  by  obedience  to  the 

*^  laws  or  religion  we  profefs  i  but,  folely, 

"  by  the  merits  of  Chrift.'^    This  moft 

fcriptural  dodtrine  has  been  ftrained  by 

our  adverfaries  into  a  pofitive  fentence  of 

damnation  to  the  whole  heathen  world  ; 

but  the  charge  only  proves,  that  they  who 

bring  it  are  tyros  in  theology.    Why  we 

are  faved,  and  by  what  we  fhall  be  judged, 

are  very  diftinft  inquiries.     **  There  is  no 

'*  other  name  under  Heaven  by  which 

*^  men  can   be  faved  but  that  of  Jefus 

<^  Chrift;'*  but  it  is  certain,  «  he  died  for 

*^  all  the  world*  j"  and  we  arc  alfo  af- 

fured,   "that  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth 

^  will  do  right."     At  the  great  day  of 

audit,  we  Chriftians  fliall  be  judged  by 

•  Article  31ft.    This  article  fhould  be  compared 
urith  the  i&th/  which  it  illaftratei» 

the 
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the  holy  law  tliat  wc  have  received ;  the* 
Jews*,  by  their  preparatory  covenant; 
the  Gentiles,  by  the  law  of  nature;  We 
are  only  concerned  with  what  relates  to* 
our  own  ftatej  but  if  curiofity  prompt  us 
to  fearch  further,  the  nth  of  St;  Mat- 
thew's Gofpeliii  ft  verfe,  the  12th  chapter 
41ft  and  42d  veries,  and' Romans  the  2d' 
chapter  1  ith  and  foliowm^  verfes,  will' 
ihew  tjs  by  what  rules  jufticewillbemeted* 
to  the  heathen  world.  Our  reformers* 
were  too  well  verfed  in  Scripture  to  over- 
look fuch  pfein  teftimony ;  but  we  can- 
not wonder  that  the  Socinians  Ihould  en- 
deavour to  mifreprefent  the  1 8th  article  I  • 
k  being  framed  againft  the  Pelagian  herefyi, 
of  which  jdieir's  is  a  branch; 

I- will  now  requeft  your  candid  atten- 
tion to  a  few  remarks  on  the  wonderful 
coincidence   between  the    covenants    of 

•  This  is  oniy  meant  of  ihofe  Jews  who  lived 
before  the  coming  of  Chrifti  gr  who  have  never 
heard  of  the  Melii^. 
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grace,  the  ordinary  dealings  of  Divine 
Providence,  and  the  works  of  nature.  I 
make  them  with  a  full  confcioufnels  of 
my  own  inadequacy  to  the  fubjeft ;  which 
yet  appeared  to  me  to  be  too  ftriking  and 
appdfite  to  be  wholly  omitted  in  a  work 
of  this  kind,  intended  Tor  readers  to  whom 
popular  topics  are  moft  ufeful.  What  I 
fay,  may  probably  induce  others  to  medi- 
tate on  what  muft  confirm  their  faith, 
and  to^purfue  the  inquiries  which  mttfif 
prefent  themfelvcs  to  their  minds,  till  they 
Ihall  becorrie  able  to  give  fuitable  an- 
fwers  to  gainfayers,  who  are  generally 
more  competent  to  make  than  to  anfuoer 
objeftions.  I  am  convinced,  that  if  this 
(pecics  of  argument  were  pUrfued  with 
the  learning  and  abifity  neceffary  to  give 
it  full  force  *,  a  deift  would  find  it  diffi- 

»  The  AutlKM"  ,has  heard  that  Butler's  Analog)? 
proceeds  pn  this  plan.  She  regrew  not  having  read 
it  till  after  the  publication  of  the  tvvo  firft  editions  of 
this  work. 

cul( 
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its  being  oppqfite  to  the  divine  attributes ; 
and  he  muft  either  take  refuge  in  the 
deep  gloom  of  atheifm,  or  acknowledge 
that,  as  the  Moil  High  fpeak;^  the  fann^ 
language  ia  his  revealed  willy  as  he  doe9| 
in  the  vilible  CKiation,  the  holy  Scripturc% 
be^r  iQdubitable  marks  of  proceeding;, 
from  the  Creator  of  the  world. 

It  has  beea  aflccd,  why,  if  ,fb  manjr 
bl^ffings  and  privileges  are  annexed  to  th^ 
profefiion  of  Chriftimity,  k  has  been  fy^ 
limited  in  its  extent  ?  why  do  not  4II  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  why  did  not  all  patfe 
generations  rejgice  \ti,th/c  rifing  of  this  Sun 
9f  RighJtepufneA  ^  ItJias  bfenjM^fwcred, 
tl[iat.  if  Chriftians  ^^•e]^?leflcd  \yith,  a  purei^ 
law  and  better  p^ofpjiigs,  they  alfo  ipcur 
a  more  fearful  refponfibility.  They  ar^? 
the  fervants  entrufted  with  ten  talents, 
while  only  one  is  committed  to  the  charge 
©f  pagan  ignorance.     But  may  not  the 
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tiaturalift  aflc  thefe  fceptics  to  account 
why  the  earth  is  not  one  temperate  zone  ? 
why  the  vegetating  powers  pf  light  and 
lieat  are  unequally  bcftowed  j  fo  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Africa  fcorch  beneath  a 
vertical  fun,  while  the  hunrian  ftature 
fhrinks  to  dwarfilh  deformity,  and  the 
mind  chills  into  idiotic  infen(ibility>  in  the 
polar  regions,  where  the  fummer  fun,  en* 
veloped  in  mift,  and  (horn  of  its  goldeit 
effulgence,  creeps  in  a  yarrow  circle  along 
the  diftant  verge  of  the  horizon*,  and 
gives  a  long  protrafted  day,  that  affords 
neither  variety,  plenty,  nor  that  fweet 
viciffitude  of  reft,  an4  toil,  which  the 
quick  fucceflion  of  day  and  night  beftows 
on  happier  climates.?  Are  the  Efquimaux, 
and  the  Greenlanderd  off$pring  of  another 

•  See  this  cirCumftance  beautifully  defcribed  in 
AcerH's  Travels,  who  viewed  this  awful  appearance^ 
of  the  fun  from  the  lofty  promontory  that  forms  the' 
j^orthem  extremity  of  L^laod* 
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Creator;  or,  is  "  the  God  of  all  tfie  fantv-* 
**  fies  of  the  earth,*'  to  them  only  a  fevcrcf 
and  cruel  Lord,  inftcad  of  a  kind  and  in- 
ddgent  parent?  The  naturalift  will  re-' 
ceire  a  fimilar  anfwer  to  whiat  the  vindi- 
cators of  Chriftiahity  Have  given.  Thefe 
apparently  miferable  beings  have  their  pc-^ 
euliar  joys.  The  ftory  of  the  Greenlahdfef 
who  pined  in*  captivity,  and  repeatedly  at- 
tempted to  efcape  from  all-  the  comforts 
6(  a  milder  climate  and  civili2ed  life> 
proves  that  we  do  not  indulge  a  merely* 
poetical  fancy,  when  we  defcribe  them  as 
attached  to  ^'^  their  long  night  of  revelry 
"  and  eaft."  Yet  we  mull  allow,  that  ta 
our  judgment  there  is  a  great  apparent 
inequality  of  bleflings ;  and'  if  we  be  wile, 
we  (hall  not  purfoe^his  fubjeft  into  info- 
lent  cavils  againft  the  impartial  juftice  of 
God,  but  reft  in  faying,  **  fecret  things 
**  belong  to  the  Moft  High." 

Coi  refponding  to  this  is  my  next  oB- 
fcrvation.     Why,  it  has  often  been  afked^ 

wa^ 
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»as  the  feed  of  Abraham  felcfted  as  the 
peculiar  people  of  God,  and  honoured 
^ith  a  clearer  notion  of  the  divine  nature 
than  other  nations  who  appeared  to  be 
•inore  deferving  ?  Ingenious  Greece,  mar- 
tial Rome,  le^arned  Egypt,  and  refined 
Perfia,  ferved  gods  of  wood  and  (tone, 
images,  pf  the  fnoft  liqentious  of  mortals, 
or  even  refemblances  of  brute  bcafts  and 
creeping  things ;  while  **  a  ftiff-necked 
'*  ftubborn  generation,"  undiftinguifh^ 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  the  illiberal 
prejudiced  inhabitants  of  a  narrow  flip  of 
Jand,  without  power,  arts,  or  commerce, 
were  made  the  repofitories  of  the  laws  and 
promises  of  God* 

We  might  anfwer,'  that,  as  the  Jews 
are  the  only  early  nation  of  whom  we  pof- 
fefs  an  impartial  hiftory,  it  is  very  probable 
that  they  were  not  fo  much  inferior  to 
their  cotemporaries  as  is  fuppofcd  i  bur^ 
on  the  contrary,  as  their  prophets  re- 
corded 
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torded  their  crimes  and  difgraccs  for  cx^ 
ample's  fake,  while  other  hiftorians  chiefly 
dwelt  on  the  renown  and  the  virtues  of 
their  countrymen,  we  have  reafon  to  think, 
that  thefe  defpifed  people  really  might 
poflefs  more  merit  than  thofe  who  have 
been  fo  highly  extolled,  though  they  fell 
far  fhort  of  that  holincfi  which  their 
peculiar  endowments  required.  Martial 
celebrity,  in  particular,  it  is  well  known,, 
rarely  increafes  the  moral  virtues  of  any 
people.  But,  waving  this  defence,  wc 
direft  the  objeftor's  attention  to  the  ordi- 
nary difpenfations  of  Providence,  and  aflc 
him  to  tell  us  why  are  wifdom,  ftrength, 
beauty,  learning,  tafte,  riches,  power,  and 
any  other  endowment  of  mind  or  body,  or 
any  relative  advantage,  fo  diverfely,  and, 
as  it  Ihould  feem,  capricioufly  beftowed  ; 
fince  often  they  neither  rev/ard  nor  ac- 
company defert,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
frequently  feem  to  be  more  of  a  trial  than 

a  bleffing 
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^UKBIng  to  thdir  immediate  poffeflbr  ? 
Tew  men  were  more  eminently  endowed 
'With  graces  and  talents  than  our  illuftrious 
C.Eanmeri  yet  from  the  period  of  his  at- 
itrafting  the  notice  of  the  capricious  ^nd 
jtyrannical  Henry,  till,  at  the  mandate  of 
ithat  blood-thirfty   monarch's  more -cruel 
'daughter,  our  venerable  archbifhop   ex- 
pired in  tortures,  his  days  were  confumed 
by  continual  anxiety,  peril,  and  forrow ; 
for  he  held  his  domeftic  comforts,  and 
<cven  his  life,  by  the  moft  dubious  and 
uncertain  tenure.     May  we  not  fay,  that  he 
,was  raifed  up  by  Providence  as  an  extra- 
ordinary inftrument  to  forward  the  work 
of  reformation  in  this  country :  and  •  that 
his  wonderful  endowments  were  more  a 
bleffing  to  others  than  to  himfelf,  at  Icafl 
fo  far  as  relates  to  this  date  of  exiftcnce  ? 
This  is  one  inftance,  but  thoufands  might 
be  given,  of  fupcrior  abilities  inftrument alfy 
bellowed,  from  which  the  poflcffor  reaped 

little 
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little  individual  advantage  or  cxgoyrticnf^ 
Other  equally  numerous  cafes  might  be 
fuggeftcd,  in  which,  though  the  gift  was 
evidently  mifapplied  and  ill  beftowedj  k 
was  not  withdrawn  ;  efpecially  the  gift  of 
power,  of  which  we  have  feen  in  thefe  day^ 
a  fearful  example  j  the  ability  of  doing 
further  injury,  appearing  to  increafe  with 
the  mifapplication  of  the  means  of  doing 
good.  If  all  thefe  inftances  do  not  fhakc 
our  belief  in  the  general  government  of  a 
wife  and  good  Providence,  why  ftiould  our 
faith  be  ftaggered'( allowing  the  Jews  to 
have  been  as  unworthy  as  their  enemies 
reprefent),  becaufe  the  lively  oracles  of 
God  were  entrufted  to  a  people  who  reaped 
comparatively  .few  advantages  from  the 
facreddepofit;  and  who,  though  they  were 
alternately  rebellious  apoftates  and  mifer- 
able  captives, yet  approved  themfelves  equal 
to  the  talk  that  was  required  of  them,  by 
faithfully  prcferving  their  facred  truft. 

Thf 
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Xhe  analogy  between  all  the  various 
parts  of  animated  and  inanimate  nature  j 
the  fuitability  of  parts  to  the  whole,  ^and 
of  the  whole  to  parts ;  the  fitnefs  of  each 
element  to  the  creatures  that  inhabit  it; 
the  admirable  appropriation  of  labour  to 
day^  and  reft  to  night  j  thefe  and  various 
other  coincidences  in  the  works  of  God 
are  admirably  delineated  by  a  Chriftian 
philofopher,  with  whofe  inftruflive  and 
popular  work  on  Natural  Theology  every 
young  woman  above  the  lower  claflTes 
would  do  well  to  be  intimately  acquaint- 
ed J  for  it  teaches  us,  that  God  is  the  God 
pf  order,  and  that  defign,  minute  intricate 
(Jefign,  pervades  every  branch  of  creation. 
And  ^all  the  fceptic  fcoffingly  queftion 
the  divine  authority  of  the  Jewifh  cere- 
monial law,  becaufe  it  feems  derogatory 
from  his   notion  of  the  dignity  of  the 
high  and  only  One  who  inhabits  eternity,' 
to  fpecify  the  forms  and  dimenfions  G(  the 
VOL,  II.  I  curtains. 
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curtains,  the  rings,  the  candleftioks,  the 
fockets,  the  bars,  the  (hovels,  the  flcfli- 
hooks,  and  the  fire-pans  that  were  to  be 
ufed  in  Jiis  fandtuary^  or  the  epho4» 
breaft-platej  .embroidery,  and  niitre  of  his 
confcCratcd  high  ,prie(l?  Idle  reviler  of 
what  thou  doft  not  underftand,  this  is  the 
feme  God  who  formed  the  probofcis  of  a 
bee  with  fuch  juft  proportion,  and  who 
painted  the  tufted  creft  of  a  gnat  with  fuch 
diverMed  colours.  It  is  by  a  thoufand 
imperceptible,  yet  nicely  adjufted,  me- 
chanical contrivances,  feemingly  as  un- 
important in  the  wide  fyftem  of  univerfal 
nature,  that  thou  art  now  able  to  raife  thy 
voice  againft  him  who  endowed  thee  with 
ability  to  employ  the  exquilitely  organized 
imufcles  ^Hiiclf  conftitute  that  property.' 

I  will  here  ftop  to  make  a  remark  ra- 
ther than  a  comparifon.  Scientifical  ob« 
fervations  generally  afcend  in  a  climax 
from  the  Icaft  pcrfcft  to  the  nrtoft  highly 
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flniihed.  Is  It  in  imitation  of  the  order 
of  creation,  or  is  this  coincidcncfe  (as  t 
fufpeft) .  an  undefigncd  analogy  ?  The 
book  of  Genefis  was  wriiten  before  fyftem 
and  arrangement  were  eftablifhed  among 
the  learned  -,  yet  let  us  obferve  the  gra- 
dation in  which  the  various  produftions  of 
the  earth  appeared ;  firft  grafs,  then  herbi 
and  plants,  trees,  fifhes,  birds,  beads, 
and  laftly,  man.  The  fcale  gradually  rifes 
in  importance,  and  ends  in  the  delegated 
Lord  of  animated  nature. 

It  is  alked,  why  was  God's  defign  of 
redeemijQg  the  world  fo  long  inveloped  in 
<^curity,  and  at  lait  fo  partially  and  cau- 
tibufly  revealed  I  Should  it  not,  inftead  of 
being  darkly  fliadowed  in  nietaphor,  type, 
and  allegory,  imparted  in  prophetic  vifions 
to  a  few  individuals,  and,  as  it  fhould 
feem,  Jhrouded  in  myftery  from  the  gene* 
rality  of  mankind,  have  been  proclaimed 
by  angels^  announced  by  aftoniftiing  pro- 
I  9  digies. 
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digies,  ZT\di  forced  by  inconteftablc  attefta- 
tions  on  an  affcnting  world  ?  We  may 
anfwer,  that  faith,  like  virtae,  muft  have 
its  trials  j  and  that  when  incontrovertible 
evidence  bears  down  oppofition,  acquief- 
cence  has  no  claim  to  approbation.  But 
very  high  authority  *  permits  me  to  re- 
cognize a  fimilicude  between  this  gradual 
developement  of  the  Chriftian  covenant, 
and  the  flow  perfeftionating  of  the  natural 
world.  I  fliall  confine  my  obfervations 
to  the  progrelTive  ftate  of  the  human 
underftanding  from  childhood  'to  ngian- 
hood. — Why  are  we  brought  into  the 
world  lefs  perfedt  in  reiped  to  our  nature, 
and  more  dependant,  than  any  other  crea- 
turej  feeble  and  helplefs  in  body  5  weak, 
and  almoft  idiotic,  in  mind?  Who,  in 
the  irritable  and  tender  infant,  which  ap- 
pears to  be  only  alive  to  animal  fenfatiqns, 

•  The  Biihop  of  St.  David's. 
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can  trace  the  dawning  genius  of  a  Milton, 
or  the  clear  intelleft  of  a  Newton  ?  and 
when  the  underftanding  begins  to  unfold, 
how  flow  is  its  progrcfs  I  A  fifth  part  of 
the  aftivc  period  of  our  lives  is  confumed 
in  the  mere  acquifition  of  elementary^ 
knowledge,  "and  another  fifth  nearly  tran- 
fpires  in  connefting  and  methodizing  thofe 
^cquifitions,  in  gaining  a  complete  know- 
ledge of  die  trade  or  profefliort  hy  which 
we  arc  to  earn  our  livelihood,  or  in  ob- 
taining that  acquaintance  with  men  and 
things  which  is  called  experience;  Would 
it  not  have  been  more  fuitable  to  the  dig- 
nity and  happinefs  of  a  rational  creature, 
at  leaft  would  it  not  have  conduced  much 
more  to  the  improvement  of  the  arts  and 
fciences,  if  we  had  come  into  the  world 
with  all  our  faculties  perfect,  and  capable 
of  being  immediately  exerted  on  the  ftage 
of  trial  ?  It^ould  be  impoflible  to  doubt 
but  God  could  have  thus  formed  us.  We 
I  3  arc 
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are  alfo  fure,  that  if  he  had  fo  pleafcd,  the 
obedience  of  the  fecond  Adam  might  have 
immediately  fucceeded  to  the  offence  of 
the  firft.  In  either  inftance,  ic  feemed 
good  to  the  Almighty  to  determine  other- 
wife.  And  as  the  wants  of  human  naturer 
in  infancy  exercife  the  tendernefs  and  pa- 
tience of  mature  age ;  fo  may  .we  fay  in 
refped  to  the  promulgation  of  Chrifti- 
anity,  fuch  a  degree  of  evidence  has  been 
imparted  as  is  fufEcient  to  exercife  the 
feith,  not  to  overwhelm  the  underftandingj 
of  probationary  beings. 

It  is  univerfally  allowed  by  thofc  who 
have  thought  deeply  upon  the  fubjedt, 
that  the  pure  and  fublime  do6lrines  of 
Chriftianity  are  moft  fuited  to  a  highly 
civilized  and  improved  ftatc  of  fociety. 
It  was  therefore  withheld  from  the  dark 
eyes  of  the  early  world,  when  man  firft 
felt  the  fatal  confequences  of  *^  that  for- 
•^  bidden  tree,  whole  mortal  tafte  brought 
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«  death  into  the  World,  and  all  our  woe.'' 
Abandoned  in  a  great  meafure  by  fupcr- 
natural  aid,  and  left  to  his  own  mis- rule, 
man  flowly  and  by  painful  experience 
gathered  thofe  fruits  of  knowledge  for 
which  he  had  forfeited  the  tree  of  life. 
Our  religion  (we  urge  this  in  triumph  to 
our  enemies)  was  produced  to  mankind 
at  a  time  when  human  intelledt  had  exerts 
ed  all  its  capability,  when  fcience,  learn- 
ing, acutenefs,  and  curiofity,  had  reached 
ks  height.  Like  the  more  abftrufe  and 
difficult  parts  of  learning,  it  was  adapted^ 
to  the  manhood  of  the  world.  Whether, 
from  fome  fubtile  mechanical  arrangement 
(hat  has  eluded  human  refearch,  it  is  a* 
necelTary  part  of  the  prefcnt  formation  of 
our  fouls  to  unfold  dieir  powers  flowly, 
and  expand  with  the  extenfion  of  the  cor-? 
poral  frame  in  which  they  arc  Incafcd,  it 
14^  improbable  that  any  anatomift  will  be 
able  to  difcover  while  he  himfelf  i$  in  the 
I  4  ^  body  i  * 


y  Google 


body ;  but,  allowing  (as  moft  political 
obfervers  dp)  that  the  ftages  of  fociety 
correfpond  with  thofc  of  the  individual  in 
gradual  melioration  and  decay,  we  mull 
acknowledge  that  our  Saviour,  by  ap- 
pearing in  the  Auguftan  age,  chofe  the 
period  nnoft  favourable  to  the-ijiveftigation 
and  reception  of  his  doftrines.  The  text 
that  terms  him  "  the  Lamb  flain  from 
"  the  foundation  of  the  world,"  will'  here 
be  prefent  to  your  mind ;  and  you  will  re- 
member it  is  exprefsly  revealed,  that  the 
heneJUs  of  his  facrifice  were  retreffeSlive 
as  well  zs  future.  ' 

The  apparent  diflblution  and  revivifi- 
cation of  feed  in  the  earth,  is  compared 
to  the  reftoration  of  man  from  the  gravei 
by  the  infpifed  Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles, 
with  all  the  bold  illuftration  of  fublime 
Jlmplicity.  No  comparifon  can  be  more 
juft,  no  analogy  more  convincing,  and  (we 
may  alfo  fay)  confolatory.  Thofe  pre- 
cious 
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ck)us  relics,  my  dear  Mifs  M  >  which  * 
we  have  fecn  committed  to  the  earthy 
wouldf  if  now  expofed  to  infpeftion,  dif- 
guft  our  loathing  eye,  and  excite  at  once 
grief  and  horror.  BuC  they  contain  the 
apparently  perilbed,  though  really 'un- 
folding, feecl  of  immortality.  Or,  to- 
change  the  figure,  the  exuvise  of  (in  the- 
inftance  to  which  I  allude,  the  ftrongeft 
expreffions  of  Chriftian  hcpe  are  permifr 
fible)  a  glorified  beingy  who  ati  the  hour 
determined  in  the  counfels  of  the  Mod 
High  fliall  burft  from  its  incrufting  mafs 
of  corruption,  and  rife  to  its  promifed 
bleflednefs.  You  have  often  watched  th^ 
torpid  chryfalis,  which  is  another  expref- 
five  fymbol  of  the  ftate  of  mortality* 
Could  you,  unlefs  experience  had  prepared 
you  for  the  event,  expeft  a  beautiful 
winged  animal  to  burft.  from  that  fliape- 
Icfs  and  fluggifli  maft  ?  When  you  fee  the 
earth  defolate  and  difconfolate  iawinter> 
I  5  could 
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could  ymi,  without  previous  notice,  con- 
ceive that  its  prcfcnt  dreary  and  inaniniatc 
appearance  was  only  ^ijuff  en/ton  oi\x%  pro- 
duftive  powers,  or  that  the  great  work  of 
vegetation  was  even  then  proceeding  in 
the  fcemingly  withered  fibres  of  the  naked 
plants  that  furround  you  ?  We  are  fo  pre- 
pared to  expeft  thefe  events,  that  we  ceafc 
to  think  them  furprizing  j  but  their  con- 
ftant  recurrence  fliould  teach  us  tx>  reft 
with  undoubting  confidence  in  the  pro- 
xnifes  of  that  God,  who  has  afiiired  v^ 
that,  like  the  grain  we  caft  into  the  earth, 
our  mortal  bodies  will  moft  truly  live  after 
they  hsLVc/eemeJ  to  die. 

My  next  obfervation  rather  relates  to 
the  difpenfations  of  Providence  in  the  re^ 
lative  fituation  of  mankind,  than  to  an 
exprefs  doftrine  of  revelation  ;  but  as  the 
conditions  of  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor, 
are  fanftioned  by  the  authority  of  holy 
writ,  v4iich  propounds  to  each  rank  its 
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nfpt^vt  and  diftinguiihing  dutieSj  an<ji 
aJ&  by  the  tcftimony  of  our  only  autheojtic 
account  of  the  infant  world,  which  affure$ 
MS  that  fuch  diftindions  have  taken  place 
&am  the  earlicft  times;  it  wiU  not  be  fo- 
i^ign  tp  my  purpofe  to  call  your  attend 
jupn  to  the  various  gradations,   both  in 
jWik  apd  value,  that  are  vifible  in  the 
crea^pn,  and  the  clofe  conne&ion  between 
the  rdpedlive  orders,  with  the^dviahr 
tage9  which  are  mutually  derived  frona> 
this  difference  of  deftination  and  diverfity- 
of  faculties.     If  our  obfervations  com* 
inence  in  the  celeftial  regions,  we  (haU: 
not  only  perceive,  in  the  laiiguage  of  St^ 
Paul,  that  "one  ftar  diffcreth  from  an- 
*'  other  ftar  in  glory;"  but  we  (hall  aHb^, 
hy  m^ans  of  the  mechanical  inftrument$^ 
that  have  affifted  the^onderful  difcoverieS' 
of  aftronomy   in   latter  times,   afcertaia* 
xh^t  tbcy  differ  alfo  in  fize,  quality,  and 
jufer    One  (tar  Li  a  globe  of  kindled  mat- 
I  6  ter. 
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ter  ever  burning,  yet  never  confumed  ;  an^ 
oih:r,  a  denfe  opaque  fubftance,  refem* 
bling  (as  far  as  our  diftant  infpedion  can 
difcover)  the  orb  on  which  wc  refide. 
Thefe  latter  revolve  (fhall  we  fay  dufedufty 
t^r  advanMgeouJly  ?)  around  the  animating 
centre  from  which  they  in  **  their  golden 
*'  urns  draw  light."  Again,  as*  the  moft 
perfeft  order  is  obferved  in  their  motiop^i 
fo  there  feems  to  be  a  differerKre  m  f  he 
properties  beftowed  upon^  them,  which 
points  out  their  relative  rank  in  the  crea* 
tion  y  for  while  the  comparatively  dinFiinu- 
tive  orb  of  Mercury  fcorches  in  the  vi* 
cinity  of  that  imrtienfe  luminary  which 
enforces  his  near  attendance  by  a  more 
powerful  exercife  of  the  npugnetic  influ- 
•cnce  of  attraftion ;  Saturn,  and  t-be  newly*, 
difcovered  Georgilirti  Sidus,  fixed  hear 
the  outer  verge  of  the  fpace  whicb  ouf 
Sun  illumihatfes,  a^  diligently  perform 
their  ftupendous  fotations^  around  a  fphe- 
\  roidj^ 
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roid,  which,  if  theif  world*  and  thh  vifuaf 
organs  of  their  fuppofcd  inhabitants,  artf 
conftituted  like  ours,  affords  thenn  but 
little  more  light  and  comfort  than  we  de-i 
rive.  fr6m  the  faint  rays  of  the  dog-ftar. 
Yet  are  thefe  folitary  and  chcerlefs  regions 
governors  (may  I  iK)t  ufc  this  term  to 
indicate  commanding  influence?)  of  fe- 
veral^opaque  attendants,  who  refpecflively 
await  on  them,  and  afibrd,  by  riieir  mu- 
tually refradcd  light,  thofe  advantages 
wbidh  their  remote  fituation  from  thd 
common  centre  would  not  otherwife  allow 
them  to  enjoy. 

The  iame  law  of  diftinftion  of  degree, 
and  reciprocity  of  benefit,  extends  through 
every  rank  of  creaUd  being.  The  bene- 
fits which  we^rive  from  the  animal  crea-J 
tion  are  too  many,  and  too  well  known^ 
to  need  any  enumeration.  Nor  can  it  be 
doubted,  but  that,  while  man  fulfils  his 
original  defign  of  being  the  ruler,  not  thd 
\  tyrant 
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Cjrrant  of  the  vlfible  i)(^orld>  dl  domeftic 
creatures  who  have  fubrpitt^  to  his  go- 
vernment derive  many  comforts  from  his 
prefcience  and  humane  attention  to  their 
wants  and  misfortunes.     You  will^.per* 
hapsj   think  me   degenerating  into   &y- 
phiftry,  or  trifling,  and  quote  againft  me 
the  couplets  of  Fope,,  '^  M^n  exclainris,. 
•*  ice  all  things  for  my  ufe  j  See  man  for 
**  mine>&c.  j"  bitt  certainly  it  is  not  mere^ 
ly  for  his  own  fpecies  that  man  labours;. 
*'  The  birds  of  heaven  will  vindicate  their 
**  grain;*'  and  in  a  well-cultivated  ooun^ 
try  the  moft  valuable  and  ufefiil,  as  well^ 
as  the  moft  happy  tribes  of  irrational  ex«- 
iftence  receive  an  amazing  incrcafe*     I>o> 
we  not  alfo  fee,  in  all  animals  fubmitted 
to  our  minute  obfervation,.  degrees  of 
beauty^  fyihmetry,  ftrength,  (mftnefs,  andj> 
in  many,  diverfity  df  underftanding  ?  Thc- 
inforence  is  plain,  and  ftrinEtly  applicable 
to  the  variety  of  talcit^  fortune^  and  hap-*. 
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pineis  which  is  proportioned  among  the 
human  rape.  In  this  refped;,  certainly^ 
God  made  men  to  dtflfer  5  iince  by  riicir 
diverfity  of  rank  the  world  is  made  capa-- 
blc  of  containing  a  larger  number  of  in- 
habitants, and  all  are  boimd  together  by 
that  chain  of  mutual  convenience  and  de^- 
pendwce  which,  if  righdy  confidered> 
mud  prepare  our  minds  not  only  for  merfc 
benevolence,  bpt  for  the  exercife  of  that 
fublime  virtue  Chriftian  charity.  I  wiH 
conclude  this  qbiervation  by  reminding 
you,  that  as  revelation  always  prefuppofes 
natural  religion,  this  order  and  cohefion 
of  all  the  parts  of  creation  was  one  of 
thofe  ftriking  notices  of  the  Deity,  in^ich 
St.  Paul  often  reproves  bis  heathen  con- 
verts for  not  having  regarded  *• 

I  wi(h  here  to  introduce  an  idea  that 
floats  in  my  mind,  but  of  the  philofophir 
cal  or  th^oTogical  preciQon  of  which  I 

•  See  Romans,  1  ft  chapter,  igthverfc. 
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dare  not  be  confident.  I  will  preface  it 
with  a  recnark  of  Dr.  Hey's,  who  ob- 
ferves*,  that  "  he/  recgllefts  nothing  in 
"  the  account  Mofcs  gives  of  the  creation^ 
"  that  is  contrary  to  modern  difcovericA 
"  in  the  planetary  fyftemJ*  This  fecms 
a  wonderful  confirmation  of  the  divine 
origin  of  the  pcntateuch,  cfpecially  cont- 
lidering  the  date  of  fcience  at  the  time  he 
wrote^  and  that  revelation  was  not  in«- 
tended  to.  improve  it.  I  oflFcr  it  as  my 
humble  opinion,  that  the  modem  con*^ 
clufion  relpefting.  the  probability  of  a 
plurality  of  inbaiiud  worlds,  is  rather 
flrengthened  than  weakened  by  holy  wrici 
Near  two  hundred  generations  cff  men 
have  finifhed  their  mortal  courfe  fince  the 
creation  of  this  earth.     We  are  aflured, 

»  Hey's  Ledures,  vol.  ift^  page  196.  ThL  oh* 
(ervation  may  be  extended  to  what  St,  Paul  fays  of 
the  apparent  glory  of  the  ftars ;  it  being  equally 
true  of  their  real  foperioriiy  of  purpofe^ 
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thai  the  fouls  of  all  thcfc  exift  either  ift 
happinefs  or  mifery,  waiting  their  reunion 
to  their  feemingly  annihilated  bodies;  the, 
particles  of  which  muft,  after  having  pa0ed 
through  a  variety  of  changes,  now  form 
no  inconfiderable  part  of  this  terreftrial 
globe.  Of  the  nature  and  wanti  of  fpiri- 
tual  exiftence,  we  know  very  little.  Scrip- 
ture infornns  us,  that  angels  are  (pirirs^ 
and  gives  us  frequent  accounts  of  their 
vifiily  miniftering  to  mankind.  Whedier 
they  aflfumed  the  appearance  of  a  bright 
glorified  body,  in  compliance  with  our 
limited  organs  of  perception  j  or  whether 
fuch  a  body  be  an  effential  part  of  their 
cxiftence,  we  know  not.  We  generally 
find,  that  the  defcription  of  an  angelical 
vifion  iriclbdes  the  circumftance  of  their 
bting  clothed  in.  white  or  ihining  gar- 
ments; and  they  are  frequently  faid  to 
have  partaken  of  thofe  earthly  ajimentft 
which  contribute  to  the  fupportof  oup 
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gtok  and  material  bodies.  ^'  Angelrfood** 
is  more  than  once  mentioned  in  Scripture^ 
eft^ecially  as  a  defcriptive  epithet  of  thatf^  v 
fuftenance  which  fed  the  children  of  IfraeL 
in  the  wildernefs.  Thefe  may  be  all  fym* 
bolical  allufigns^  or  aflfumed  properties^ 
adapted  to  our  prefent  fenfes,  or  they 
inay  hq  real  notices  of  thp  ftatc  of  tha 
invi0ble  world*  Suppofing  them  to  be 
<he  latter,  I  do  not  fee  how  we  can  oppofe 
them  by  thofe  conclufions  of  any  eflcntiafc 
difference  between  matter  and  lpirit>  whiclr 
^ife  merely  from  our  having  only  ana- 
lyzed the  former  quality  as  far  as  we  can 
difcQver  its  inherent  prinriples  in  this 
worW.  He  furely  woxjld  be  a  hardy  che^ 
mift  whQ  Ihpuld  liSkrt,  that  material  fub-* 
ftance  may  nbt  be  fo  modified  in  other 
parts  of  the  umverfe  as  to  conduce  to  the 
prefervation  of  fpirit  or  glorified  matter, 
and  that  (according  to  the  fublime  painting 
of  the  apocalypfe)  "  the  trees  of  heaven 
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^^  may  not  bring  forth  fruit' 'meet  for  th< 
fuftenance  of  its  blefled  inhabitants.  Th^ 
fine  poetical  ufe  which  Milton  makes  of 
this  fcriptural  defcription  is  too  well  knowi) 
to  require  quotation;  efpeci^ly  as  I  am 
cautious  of  warming  your  imagination, 
where  I  wilh  to  recommend  the  utmoft 
humility  of  devout  inquiry. 

The  conclufion  that  prefents  itfelf  tQ 
my  mind  is^  that  mimy  worlds  like  our 
own  are  neceflary  for  the  habitation  of ^^ 
generations  of  the  human  race.  Sup^ 
pofing  that  there  are  more  probationary 
beings  than  ourfelves^  we  ihaU  foon  fin4 
inmates  for  the  numerous  globes  which  wf 
have  every  reafon  to  believe  roll  their 
fully-peopled  regions  through  the  ii?ni)aen- 
fity  of  fpaccj  bedde  thofe  happy  glojrioui 
beings  who  neither  die  nor  are  born,  an4 
thofe  depraved  fpirits,  who  hav^  fallen 
from  their  original  purity,  and  are  be- 
come the  accufers  and  feduccrs  of  their 
fellow- creatures,  and  who  probably  may 
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t)C  allowed  to  wander  from  orb  to  orb  till 
Confined  to  fomc  fearful  region  of  punifh- 
ment  by  the  fentence  of  the  laft  day.  It 
feems  to  enlarge  our  conception  of  the  im- 
menfity  and  coincidence  of  the  Alntiighty's 
defigns,  and  of  the  primitive  dignity  of 
man*  (which  is  never  wholly  obliterated, 
and  is  capable  of  being  completely  reftored 
by  the  divine  mercy),  to  confidcr  this 
minute  point  of  the  vaft  creation  as  a 
mother  country  fending  out  her  colonies 
to  people  the  ftarry  regions.  But  I  am 
fo  well  aware  of  the  danger  and  mifchief 
that  arifes  from  a  defire  of  ftarting  new 
ideas,  and  I  am  fo  little  capable  of  appre- 
ciating the  conchjfions  that  may  be  drawn 
from  this  opinion,  that  I  merely  fuggeft 
it  becaufe  it  fcemed  to  me  to  be  capable 
of  fileneing  fome  objeftions  againft  the 
Scriptures,^  on  the  fcorc  of  their  being 
contrary  to  philofophical  deductions. 

'    *  True  piety  will  not  cavil  at  this  expreffion :     It 
was  for  man  that  the  King  of  GlOry  died. 
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I  am  indebted,  for  one  analogy,  to  a 
writer  with  whofc  works  I  have  already 
taken  great  liberty.  After  acknowledging 
that  the  original  autographs  of  Scripture 
do  not  exift.  Dr.  Hey  obferves  *,  "  Let 
**  no  one  be  difcouraged  by  this:  the 
^'  Author  of  nature  may  be,  neverthelefs, 
*'  the  Author  of  the  gofpel ;  for  we  are 
^*  left  to  take  the  bad  confequences  of 
"  "the  careleflhefs  of  mankind  in  the 
"  things  of  nature,  as  well  as  in  the  dif- 
"  penfations  of  grace.  Thofe  who  are 
"  difcouraged  by  human  accidents  hap- 
**  penin^  to  the  facred  writings,  feem  to 
*'  miftake  the  nature  of  what  is  called  a 
**  particular  providence."  You  will  per- 
mit me  to  dilate  this  comprehenfive  idea. 
Conformably  to  the  covenant  with  Koah, 
fummer  and  winter,  feed-time  and  harveft, 
have  never  ceafed  fince  the  flood ;  and 
thus    God    preferved  a  witnefs    of  his 

•  Bey's  Lcfturcs,  vol.  ift,  page  37- 

cxiftenct 


y  Google 


190 

cxiftcncc    during    the  night  of    Pagan 
ignorance  and  depravity;     But  to  compel 
men  to  improve  thefc  difpenfations  with 
induftry  and    intelligencejj^  would   have 
been  to  bind  ^^  human  will^   as  well  as 
'*  nature,  faft  in  fate/'     The  feafons  re- 
turn in    their    accuftomed  courfe^    but 
plenty  and  famine  are  often  made  to  de- 
pend inftrumentatty   upon  human  exertion 
or  ikill ;    and  thus,  though  the  original 
promifc  has  remained  unbroken,  its  con- 
fequences  have  been  partially  fufpended. 
The  earth  has  never  experienced  an  anni^ 
hilation  of  fertility  by  a  fufpenSon  of  its 
produfts.    She  feemed  but  to  wait  for  the 
neceflary  contingents,  to  command  "  her 
•^  vallies  to  laugh  and  fing'*  beneath  the 
burden   of  her  plentiful    crops,      Huf- 
bandmen  can  tell  you,  that  fhe  proves  a 
mod  trufty  depofit  to  whatever  fpecies  of 
vegetation  has  been   committed   to  her 
clire*    A  ftate  of  pafturage  is  fo  unfa- 
vourable 
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tvourable  to  the  growth  of  fomc  ipccies  of 
.plants^  that  they  are  never  found  in  grafs 
grounds;  but  let  the  plough  be  intro- 
duced, and  the  torpid  feeds  that  have  lain 
beneath  the  furface  perhaps  for  a  longer 
period  than  the  life  of  man,  exert  their 
germinating  power,  and  in  a  few  harvefls 
they  will  produce  a  crop  that  Ihall  almoft 
equal  in  quantity  the  lately  introduced 
grain.  Your  attention  to  gardening  has 
taught  you  the  extreme  difficulty,  if  not 
abfolute  impofTibility,  of  eradicating  in* 
digenous  plants,  which,  though  never 
fufFercd  to  reach  maturity,  are  continually 
threatening  to  overpower  the  flowers  that 
you  wilhed  to  cultivate.  Thus  careful  is 
the  God  of  nature  of  all  even  her  meaneft 
produftions,  which  are  very  rarely  de- 
'ftroyed  either  by  the  carcleflhefs  or  the 
purpo&s  of  nun.  The  obfervation  ex- 
tends  to  animal  life :  thofe  tribes  of  crca* 
turts  who,  from  their  minutenefs,  defence* 
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kffnefs,  or  difgufting  qualities,  fccm  moft 
in  danger  of  being  annihilated,  are  pre- 
ferved  by  fuperabundapt  fecundity  *.  It 
has  been  queftioned,  whether  ^ny  fpecies 
of  plant  or  animal  has  entirely  difappeared 
fince  the  creation-  If  we  contrail  this  long 
prefervative  with  the  difcoveries  or  inven- 
tions of  nnan,  how  vaftjs  the  difference  ! 

We  will  not  fall  into  an  error  that  wc 
condemn,  by  giving  identity  to  a  quality. 
The  prefervation  of  all  the  numerous 
tribes  of  animal  and  vegetable  )ife  does 
not  depend  upon  the  care  of  nature,  but  on 
the  power  of  God,  Scripture  and^eccle- 
fiaftical  hiftory  afford  us  equal  proo^  that 
he  is  the  fame  God  who  fays  all  his 
**  counfels  fhall  ftand,  and  that  he  will 
*^  do  all  his  pleafure,"  by  the.  extraordi- 
nary prote6tion  he  has  afforded  to  his 
written  word  and  viji^le  church.  In  your 
biblical  ftudies  you  will,  npcet  with  ample 
♦  Sec  Palcy'»Natwal  Theology,  page  385. 
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occations  to  remark,  how  often  the 
true  church  has  been  fnatchcd  like  a 
burning  brand  out  of  the  fire,  when  the 
malice  of  her  enemies,  or  the  corrup- 
tion of  her  members,  threatened  her 
immediate  deftrudlion.  The  remark  of 
Michaelis  on  the  almoft  miraculous 
prefervation  of  every  effential  point  of 
faith  and  doftrine,  amid  the  numer* 
ous  tranfcripts  of  Scripture  that  have 
been  made  by  ignorant,  prejudiced,  or. 
carelefs  tranfcribers,  leads  me  to  refledk 
on  the  extraordinary  continuation  of 
Chriftianity,  amidft  the  general  wreck 
of  arts  and  learning  which  followed  the 
overthrow  of  the  Roman  empire  by 
the  northern  barbarians  in  the  fifth  cen- 
tury, when  every  thing  elfe  that  was  ufe- 
ful  and  elegant  was  obliterated  by  thofe 
fierce  conquerors.  We  may  again  ob- 
fervc,  that  the  reformed  religion,  emerging 
from  papal  corruption  and  tyrannical  re- 
\QL.iu  X  ftraint. 
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ftraint,  was  truly  analogous  to  the  revifi- 
cktion  of  feed  that  has  been  long  buried  ia 
the  earth ;  and  though  the  greater  part  of 
thofe  who  then  laboured  In  the  Lord's 
heritage  fcemed  more  defirous  to  Jfurn  the 
wheat  than  to  root  out  the  tares,  the  care 
of  the  celeftial  fower  was  wonderfully 
exemplified.  Amid  the  terrors  of  per- 
fecution,  renovated  Chriftianity  grew  and 
flourifhed,  and  feemed,  as  in  her  early 
trials,  to  be  refrefhed  and  enriched  by  the 
blood  of  martyrs.  In  thefe  times  of  peril, 
when  the  enemy  tempts  us  with  external 
profpertty  and  internal  dlfcord,  it  will  be 
confolatory  to  us  to  recoiled  the  pofitive 
aflurances  of  Scripture,  that  the  Church  of 
God,  when  founded  on  the  rock  of  Chrift, 
cannot  be  overthrown.  Vain  are  the  ma- 
chinations of  infidel  adverfaries,  vain  are 
the  wicked  devices  of  falfe  brethren. 
"  The  counfels  of  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael 
^^  arc  from  cverlafting."  I  need  not  in- 
form 
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form  you,  that  here,  as  irt  other  parts  of 
Scripture,  the  epithet  Ifrad  does  not  im- 
ply the  defcendants  of  Abraham  j  but  the 
ancient  church,  to  which  the  firrt  cOVfehknt 
was  addrefled,  and  which,  on  the  deadi  of 
Chrift,  gaVe  place  to  the  Chriftiah, 

We  niight  extend  our  inquiries  vel'y^ 
far  i  but,  however  inftruftivc  the  refearch 
would  prove,  the  fpace  that  1  am  called 
upon  to  allot  to  other  fubjefts  will  not  per- 
mit me  to  extend  this  topic.  Enough  has 
been  faid  to  prove  the  fimilitude  which  I 
wifhed  to  enforce.  The  Creator  and  Go- 
vernor of  the  world  is  the  God  of  revela- 
tion :  a  God  of  order,  wifdom,  juftice, 
and  mercy ;  but  a  God  who  *'  hideth 
*^  himfelf,  and  whofe  ways  are  paft  find- 
**  ingout."  To  this  fcientific  philofophi- 
zing  age  he  fays,  as  he  did  in  early  timcsr 
to  the  Arabian  fages,  "  Shall  he  that  con- 
"  tendeth  with  the  Almighty  inftrudt 
*'  him  ?  He  that  reproveth  God,  let  him 
K  2  "  anfwer 
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**  anfwcr  it.  Where  wert  thou  when  I 
*'  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth  ?  de- 
^'  clare>  if  thou  haft  underftanding**' 

When  all  the  myfteries  of  vifible  nature 
ve  fetisfaftorily  folvedi  not  by  the  ufe  of 
AbJiraSl  indejinke  terms,  not  by  afcribing 
power  to  matter,  nor  by  .a  rjcference  to 
the  laws  of  qualities  .th^t  are  a£ted  upoi^ 
inftead  of  afting;  but  by  explanations 
fuited  to  the  comprehenfions  of  plain  un- 
4erftandings ;  we  may  then  debate  upon 
the  expediency  of  rejefUng  the  myfteries 
relating  to  that  part  of  revelation  which 
'*  eye  hath  not  foen,  ear  hath  not  heard^ 
^'  neither  hatli  it  entered  into  the  heart  of 
**  man  to  conceive/'  When  we  know 
why  th^  loadftone  attrafts  only  one  metal, 
why  a  thin  covering  of  filk  repels  a  fub^ 
tile  fluid  which  can  penetrate  the  moft 
denfe  bodiesj  na^y  even  when  we  can 
analyze  ourselves  ^nd  name  the  .organ  of 
Cpnfciouihefs^  ojr  di/TeA  the  jpdinute  veflela 
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Itfs  apparent  audacity  talk  of  the  fiiprema- 
cy  of  fovefcign  reafon,  and  refufe  to  ad- 
mit as  truths  what  (he  cannot  fklly  com- 
prehend. In  many  inftances,  we  fee  only 
the  immediate  agent  by  which  God  afts 
in  the  material  world.  In  many  things 
we  difcover  infinite  care  and  pains  em* 
ployed  for  apparently  a  trivial  purpofe; 
but  as  we  enlarge  our  refearches,  and  ex- 
tend them  into  the  more  abftrufe  parts  of 
nature,  we  become  convinced  that  means 
and  ends  are  fo  blendedj  that  nothing  can 
be  faid  to  be  independent  ^  and  that  what 
appears  in  itfelf  unimportant,  really  is  z 
neceffary  part  of  fome  fuperior  contri- 
vance, which  alfo  fills  a  fubordinate  fta- 
tion  in  a  yet  more  confequential  defign. 
Providence  afts  by  the  fame  rules  in  hu- 
man affairs.  No  one  (unlefs,  like  Mrs. 
Wolftonecraft's  lawlefs  planets,  they  rufli 
madly  from  their  Iphere)  lives  for  himfelt 
kS  Wc 
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Wc  are  formed  for  fociety;  ^nd  in  fo- 
cicty  we  muft  adt,  or  be  wretched.  No- 
thing but  incurable,  and,  I  nnay  add,  cri- 
minally indulged  forrow,  or  the  ftrong 
cnthufiafm  of  abftrafted  devotion,  can 
fupport  the  miferies,  the  de(litution>  and 
the  privations  of  total  feclufion. 

And  is  not  Chriftianity,  as  taught  by 
our  church,  a  humanizing,  a  focial,  and 
benevolent  theory  ?  Admitting  the  con- 
fequenccs  of  Adam's  tranfgreffion  to  im- 
ply that  total  depravity  which  is  afcribed 
to  us  by  thofe  of  our  divines  who  have 
leaned  to  Calvin's  notions,  and  that  thefe 
really  were  the  original  tenets  of  our 
church*  (a  fadt  which  our  prefent,  as  well 
as  our  former  oppofers  would  find  it  ;/»- 
^o£ible  to  prove),  even  here  we  ihall  find, 

•  The  church  qf  England  is  not  founded  in  cjca^ 
«onformity  to  the  doArines  of  any  reformer.  The 
mrors  of  Luther  and  Calvin  were  alike  rejeded^  as 
W^^jthe  rigid  fyftem  of  Zuinglius. 

that 
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t^at  a  remedy  has  been  prov}de<f  pro- 
portionable to  the  difcafe.  The  hatred  of 
the  Almighty  to  fin  (fo  ftrongly  marked 
by  the  vicarious  facrifice  of  Chrift)  is  nof 
more  alarming,  than  the  proof  of  his 
mercy  to  finners,  which  that  event  con- 
firms,  is  confolatory :  what  right  then 
have  thofe,  whoaffcdto  be  diftinguiftied 
by  the  name  of  Unitarians,  to  fay,  as  is 
done  in  the  periodical  work  which  is  con- 
fidered  as  their  organ*,  *'  that  as  long 
**  as  the  prevailing  religion  of  a  country 
•*  is  blended  with  gloom,  it  will  be  no 
**  eafy  matter  to  induce  parents  to  bring 
*^  up  children  under  conviftions  contrary 
"  to  their  own  impreflions?"  Equally 
infidious  is  their  more  recent  declaration, 
'*  that  they  thought  the  quefl:ion  of  the 
"  divinity  of  Chrift  had  been  fet  at  reft 
**  for  ever."     Their  fubfequcnt  critique 
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•  See  Monthly  Review  for  Auguft  i8oz,  page 
413- 
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cm  a  learned  work,  which  adds  frelh  con- 
firmation to  this  doftrine,  by  fhcwing  the 
peculiar  ufe  of  the  definitive  article  in  the 
Greek  language,  forbids  us  to  look  upon 
the  preceding  remark  as  a  confcflion  of 
their  having  recanted  their  former  opi- 
nions; and  they  certainly  are  not  ignorant, 
that  this  doftrine  has  received  the  ftrongeft 
confirmation  by  rcfearches  into  Afiatic 
antiquities;  by  more  acute  inveftigation 
of  the  feptuagint  copy  of  the  pentateuch  j 
by  the  labours  of  Michaelis,  'who  has  fo 
carefully  infpefted  the  various  verfions  of 
the  New  Teftament ;  and  by  the  mafterly 
difquifitlons  of  many  of  our  own  divines^ 
cipecially  by  feveral  eminent  ornaments  of 
cpifcopacy  who  have  lately  turned  their 
attention  to  the  fundamental  doftrines  of 
our  Church.  It  is  by  fuch  bold  remarks> 
and  unfounded  aflertions,  that  they  often 
ihake  the  principles  of  the  uninformed ; 
and  it  is  by  decrying  the  utility  of  ortbor 
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dox  inftruflion,  that  they  hope  to  recom- 
mend their  own  fyftem  of  faith*  to  the 
cafy  affent  of  the  credulous. 

Our  difpute  with  our  prefent  opponents 
about  church  government,  and  eftab- 
lilhed  forms  of  worftiip,  proceeds  upon 
the  principles  that  we  had  before  occafion 
to  difcufs.  We  may  briefly  repeat  the 
remark,  that  as  union  is  enjoined  by  Chrifl:^ 
difunion  is  a  breach  of  his  command.  The 
direft  form  of  Chriftian  worfhip  is  not 
abfolutely  dated  in  the  New  Teftament; 
but  numerous  ceremonies  were  pofifively 
commanded  in  the  Old ;  and  we  know 
that  the  orders  of  our  hierarchy  *,  and 

many 

•  Dr.  Hill,  who  writes  in  fupport  of  the  Scotch 
Prefbyterian* church,  argues  ftrongly  iti  favour  of  the 
union  of  church  and  ftate.  Hq  admits,  that  in  the 
fecOnd  century  the  office  of  bifhop  was  feparated 
from  that  of  prefby ter,  and  applied  as  epifcopalians 
now  ufe  it.  In  the  firll  century  <ivi  can  name,  as 
bi&ops,  Titus  at  Crete,  Timothy  at  Ephefus,  Eptf- 
K  5  phroditos 
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cuftoms,  exprefsly  corrcfpond  with  thofe 
of  primitive  times,  to  which  the  apoftlcs 
in  their  epiftles  frequently  allude.  No 
Ibciety  can  cxift  without  government; 
jand  God  has  not  only  blefled  Ibciety  for 
the  ordinary  ufes  of  life ;  but  it  is  to  a 
jfirmfy  united  Jocietyy  that  bis  goffel  promifer 
are  efpeciaUy  made. 

We  will  fum  up  all  that  we  have  faid 
in  anfwer  to  thofe  who  rejeft  our  eftab- 
liflied  faith  becaufe  it  contains  myfteries 
which  are  above  ;Our  comprehenfion,  by- 
repeating  the  remark,  that  this  is  the 
ftrongeft  internal  teftimony  that  the  re- 
velation on  which  it  is  founded  proceeds 
from  the  Author  of  Nature.  Incompre- 
henfibility  may,  in  this  fenfe,  be  con- 
fidercd  as  the  attefting  feal  of  the  Moft 

High;  ^ 

phrodittts  at  Philippi,  and  the  feven  angels  of  the 
feven  churches  of  Afia  Minor.  None  of  thefe  were 
apoliles*  ' 
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High;  for  could  we  have  received  that 
manifeftation  of  our  Creator  as  being 
really  of  divine  origin,  which  lowered  the 
inefFable  and  infinite  nature  of  the  Deity 
to  the  bounded  capacity  of  fallible  man  ? 
It  is  true,  our  reafon  is  capable  of  pro- 
greflive  improvement  -,  but  by  that  very 
circumftance  it  is  confcfledly  unfit,  in  our 
prefent  infancy  of  cxiftence,  to  contain 
ideas  that  are  equal  to  the  unbounded 
cflence  of  the  Power  who  beftowed  upon 
us  this  wonderful  faculty.  In  the  manage- 
ment of  this  our  prime  diftintSlion  from 
the  brute  creation,  the  humility  of  a  true 
Chriftian  is  exemplified  j  for  a  mind  duly 
imprefled  with  fcntiments  of  piety  and 
veneration  will  alike  fear  to  rejeft  the 
notices  of  Heaven,  or  to  pry  into  "  thofe 
**  fecret  things"  which  muft  in  this  world 
remain  unknown. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Mifs  M ,  your 

moft  affcdionate,  &c. 

k6  letter 
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LETTER  VIIL 

On  the  Duty  offtudying  the  Scriptures^  and 
QH  Religious  Conformity. 

'    MY  DEAR  MISS  M-— , 

History  prefcnts  fuch  numerous  ex- 
amples of  the  difgufting  extravagancies 
into  which  religious  fanaticifm  has .  be- 
trayed probably  well-intentioned  people, 
as  are  fufficienc  to  deter  a  prudent  and 
confiderate  perfon  from  venturing  to  for- 
fake  "  the  old  paths,*'  by  adopting  or 
inventing  new  and  ftrange  opinions.  The 
word  of  God  does  not  countenance  that 
rage  for  novelty  which  is  a  marked  cha- 
rafteriftic  of  thcfc  times.    In  the  hiftory 
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•f  four  thoufand  years,  only  two  changes^ 
in  the  religious  fyftem  of  the  world  are- 
recorded.  Both  were  predifted  by  pro- 
phecy, both  were  confirmed  by  miracle  ; 
and  the  former  was  exprcfsly  introduftory 
of  the  fecond*,  which:  is  as  plainly  declared 
to  be  final'. 

Inftcad,  therefore,  of  there  being  any 
real  reproach  in  the  terms  "  obfoiete,*' 
"  antiquated,"  and  "  nnufty^"  which  I 
have  feen  applied  to  the  doctrines  and 
conftitutions  of  our  Church  by  feme  of 
her  enemies,  who  poffefs  more  zeal  than 
elegance  or  argument,  ihe  claim's  a  lupe- 
rior  Ihare  of  confideration  oh  the  very 
ground  of  her  being  2l  faithful  reppfitory  oi 
old  doctrines,  and  of  having  falhioned  her 
conftitution  to  as  cloft  a  ref^mblance  of 
primitive  rules  as  the  prefentiiabits  of  the 
world  will  admit.  For,  though  fcriptural 
kncrvledge  is  mod  eminently  requifite, 
it  ihould  not  be   the    Btily  qualificaiion 

of 
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erf  thofe  who  undertake  the  arduous  olHce 
of  uniting  a  mixed  multitude  in  one  af- 
fociated  congregation,  for  the  purpofc  of 
Chriftian  worfhip  and  edification.  How 
eminently  our  reformers  were  diftinguifli- 
cd  by  thefe  eflential  ingredients,  know- 
ledge of  the  human  heart,  and  political 
wifdom,  need  not  be  dated  to  any  who  arc 
in  the  leaft  verfed  in  the  hiftory  of  thofe 
times.  They  had  indeed  two  peculiar 
advantages;  they  were  aflifted  in  their 
efforts  by  the  civil  power,  and  they  were 
warned  by  the  previous  mifcarriages  of 
fcveral  reformers  on  the  continent,  who, 
conceiving  zeal  to  be  the  one  thing  need- 
ful in  the  great  work  that  they  had  under- 
taken, difcarded  expediency ;  and,  being 
heated  by  perfeciltion  and  oppofition, 
fancied  that  pulling  down  an  old  fabric 
was  fimilar  to  erecting  a  new  one.  For- 
getting that  all  human  focieties  muft  be 
accommodated  to  the  imperfcftions  and 

neccflities 
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ilcccflities  of  the  fallibie  beings  of  whonv 
they  are  compofed  i  in  their  attempt  to 
fabricate  a  religious  cftablifhment  on  ihe 
bafis  of  ideal  perfection,  and  uncomplying 
auftere  fimplicity,  they  opened  a  door  for 
the  grofleft  enthufiafm  and  wildeft  mif- 
rule.  Their  notions  of  Chriftian  liberty 
led  them  to  exclude  the  authority  of  the 
civil  magiftrate ;  and  thus  they  ruftied  i 
Jnto  the  enormities  of  open  rebellion. 
They  extended  their  ideas  of  the  obliga- 
tion o(  charity  to  that  communion  of 
goods,  which,  except  in  times  that  are  ' 
guided  by  the  extraordinary  inPuence  of 
the-  Holy  Spirit,  muft  produce  idlenefs, 
extravagance,  and  extreme  poverty.  .'They 
conftrued  the  prohibition  of  fwearing  fo 
literally,  as  to  refufe  taking  an  oath  in  a 
court  of  juftice,-  which  has  been  confidered 
by  the  wifeft  law-givers  as  the  fureft  guard 
of  the  life  and  property  of  ourfelves  and 
i)thers.     They  denied  the  lawfulncfs  even 
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of  defenfive  war ;  and  thus,  by  laying 
thcmfelves  open  to  the  aflaults  of  every 
enemy,  virtually  furrendered  to  aliens 
that  liberty  which  they  fo  fcrupuloufly 
guarded  from  the  regulations  that  their 
lawful  rulers  fought  to  impofe  5  and  by 
an  erroneous  and  drained  interpretation  of 
the  fixth  commandment,  they  declared 
againft  the  legality  of  capital  pnnilhment, 
even  for  the  moft  atrocious  crimes.  Our 
laft  three  articles,  which  oppofe  the  notions 
of  thefe  would-be  perfeftionifts,  are  dic- 
tated by  the  moft  found  knowledge  of 
fcripture,  combined  with  the  jufteft  ideas 
ef  civil  government. 

A  prefcribed  form  of  liturgical  fervice ; 
a  fixed  compendium  of  doftrine,  to  which 
every  officiating  minifter  muft'  fubfcribe, 
and  promife  to  teach  nothing  contrary  to 
the  contents  thereof;  and  a  miniftry  inde- 
pendent of  the  congregation  to  whom  they 
are  to  impart  the  faving  truths  of  the 

gofpel. 
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gpfpcl ;  which  miniftry,  rifittg  in  rank  and 
fortune  in  degrees  nearly  fimilar  to  the 
gradations  of  civil  focicty,  is  governed  by 
laws  not  wholly  dependent  upon,  but  yet 
amenable  to,  the  legal  magiftrate  s  muft 
have  powerful  recommendations  to  the 
favour  of  all  who  do  not>  in  their  rage  for 
chriftiaa  liberty,  overlook  the  duties  of 
chriflian  fubmiflion  and  humility.  But,, 
befide  private  benefit,  there  is  one  greafi 
public  confideration,  which  I  muft  beg  ta 
repeat.  While  the  nation  is  faithful  in^ 
its  allegiance  to  its  ecclefiaftical  inftitu- 
jtions,  it  is  "  not  blown  about  by  every 
**  wind  of  doftrine/'  Not  ta  mentioiv 
lefs  numerous  or  more  equivocal  feceders,. 
we  maintain  (as  I  hope  I  have  proved)  a 
happy  medium  between  two  extremes  of 
opinion,  that  are  contradiftory  to  the 
general  tenor  of  fcripture,  and  highly  pre- 
judicial to  moral  and  chriftiaa  improve-* 
meat^   _ 

I  mu^ 


y  Google 


210 

I  mufl:  here  admits  that  all  our  ledtarics 
(except  tnc  Socinians,  who  make  realon- 
J)aramount  to  revelation,  and  rcfolve  to^ 
difcard  what  they  cannot  "fully  explain) 
plead  Scripture  as  the  ground  of  their  opi- 
nions ;  and  this  leads  me  to  Goniider  the 
mifcliiefs   that  have  ^ifen  from  private 
interpretation  of^  difficult  paflages  of  ho'y^ 
writ  by   illiterate   and  enthufiaftic,    and 
fomctinles  by  learned,   but  uncandid  and 
obftinace  people.     Has  not  the  Reforma- 
tion, it  is  alked,  r^orecj  the  fcriptures  to. 
the  common  people;  and  does  not  our 
church    authorize,    nay   enjoin,,  all   her 
members  to  Jiudy  them?    Moft  unquef* 
tionably,  fo  far  as  moral  improvement,  or 
the  fundamental  rules  of  faith,  are  con- 
cerned.    I  believe  too,    that  every  En- 
glifhman  has  a  right,  and  is  required,  to 
ftudy  the  laws  of  his  country;  and  I  think  . 
k  the  duty  of  all  to  know  fo  much  of.' 
thepi,.  as  to,  avoid  infringing  tbenu    But 

Ida> 
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I  do  not  conceive  that  every  underftand- 
ing  IS  capable  of  difccrning  the  exaft 
bounds  of  regal  prerogative,  of  compre- 
hending the  law  and  ufage  of  parliament^ 
and  the  origin  and  foundation  of  our  civil 
and  political  rights.  Few  people  have 
kifure  to  ftudy  the  ftatutcs  at  large  j  and 
though  you  and  I  ought  to  know  enough 
to  be  good  fubjcAs,  it  would  be  advife- 
able  in  us  both,  in  cafe  qff  a  lawfuit,  to  be 
direfted  by  the  advice  of  an  able  folicitor* 
We  may  have  fome  little  notion  of  the 
phyfical  organization  of  our  bodies,  and 
may  even  dabble  fo  far  in  medicine  as  tq^ 
prepare  a  few  compounds,  and  adminifter 
them  in  trifling  indifpofitions  j  but  in  cafe 
of  a  ferious  illnefs,  we  fhould  think  it 
madnefs  not  to  call  in  fupcrior  judgement,^ 
And  (hall  we  controvert  thole  religious 
principles  which  ai-e  eftablilbed  by  labori- 
ous inveftigation  and  profound  learnings 
with   th«  kaowlcdge  derived  from  flight 

inveftigation: 
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mveftigation  and  fupcrficial  rcfearch  ?  T 
will  not  a(k  jK^^,  whether  we  (hall  rcfign 
our  national  creed  tranfmitted  to  us  from 
apoftolical  times,  and  adopt  the  fancies  of 
illuminated  coblers,  brain-fick  weavers,- 
or  philofophiftical  half-educated  (ceptics, 
whom  we  (hould  ridicule  for  coxcombs  if 
they  prefumed  to  give  an  opinion  refpeA- 
ing  the  temperature  of  our  pulfe  or  the 
management  of  our  fortune,  and  yet  are 
willingly  fubmitted  to,,  as  expounders  of 
the  oracles  of  God  ?  This  queftionisto* 
ym  happily  unappropriate ;  but  it  is  really 
neccflary  to  many,  who,  but  for  this  ridi- 
culous mixture  of  pride  and  fervility,  this 
ftrange  proftration  of  the  liberty  of  which 
they  are  fo  tenacious,,  to  the  quackery, 
that  they  would  defpift  in  the  commoa 
affairs  of  life,  might  pafs  for  intelligent^ 
people. 

The  hiftoryof  the  Reformation  affordi 
us.  fo  many  inftances.  of  the  evils  which 

arife^ 
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:flirife  from  mifinterprcted  texts  of  icrlp- 

ture,  and  promifcuous  preaching  *,  that 

we  cannot  be  too  grateful  for  living  under 

aneftablifliment  which  limits  and difcoun- 

tenances  thefe  dangerous  licences.     To 

underftand  God's  word  aright,  I  mean  f® 

to  comprehend  it  as  truly  to  expound  its 

<difficulties,  a  knowledge  of  the  original 

language  is  abfolutelyjieceffary.     To  this 

fliould  be  addedj  a  thorough  acquaintance 

with  the  Gul^ms  and  hiftory  of  the  nation 

»of  which  it  treats ;  for,  without  this,  the 

illufions  that  oriental  writers   abound  in 

.cannot  he  underftood.     Other  requifites 

might  be  mentioned :  but  I  mean  chiefly  to 

dwell  upon  one.    The  interpreter  ought  to 

Jiave  a  clear  comprehenfion  of  the  general 

defign  and  plan  of  Jbe  whole  fcripure.-'^ 

*  It  is  mod  certain  that  Lather,  in  the  heat  of  his 
oppoHtion  to  Rome>  averted  the  right  of  private 
judgement.in  religion^  in  an  indefinite  way,  of  wluch 
Jie  afterwards  repented. 
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Such  an  enlarged  idea  is  required  from 
every  commentator  on  an  antient  claflic ; 
and  certainly/ as  the  New  and  Old  Tefta- 
ment,  though  disjoined  into  parts,  arc 
conneftcd  as  a  whole,  we  cannot  here  be 
fatisfied  witl)  the  omiffion  of  what  is 
I  deemed  indifpenfable  in  other  interpre- 
ters. 

A   text  taken  without  its  context,  or 
without  reference  to  the  main  defign  of 
the  fpeaker  or  aftor,  may  be  brought  to 
recommend  falfehood,  herefy,  blafphemy, 
or  any  other  "  damned  error."     I  pro- 
mifed  to  give  fome  explanatory  inftances 
of  fuch  mifapplications  ;  and  we  will  call 
a  curfory  glance  over  the  firft  chapters  of 
St.  John's    Gofpel.      Did  we  look    no 
further  than  Nathaniel's  reply  to  Philip, 
chapter  ill,  verfe  46th,  "  Can  any  good 
**  thing  come    out  of   Nazareth  ?*'  we 
Ihould  determine  that 'this  inquirer,  in- 
4faead  of  following,    reje£fed  the  Meffiah, 
^  and 
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^nd  that  he  5vas  an  example  of  prejudice, 
inftcad  of  finglenefs  of  heart.  The  next 
verfe  contains  the  higheft  culogium  on 
this  man's  charadter,  pronounced  by  the 
voic'C  of  Omnifcience ;  the  context  Ihews 
that  he  became  an  immediate  difciple  and 
follower  of  our  Lord  j  and  he  is  generally 
fuppofed  to  have  been  the  fame  as  St, 
Bartholomew,  and  one  of  the  chofcn 
twelve.  Does  not  this^  remark  apply  to 
thofe  who,  from  fome  expreflions  occa- 
fionally  ufed  by  our  Saviour  with  refer- 
ence to  his  humanity,  overlook  or  deny 
the  foroe  of  thofe  paffagcs  in  which,  in  his 
divine  nature,  he  claims  to  be  equal  with 
God  ? 

At  the  4th  verfe  of  iht  2d  chapter  of 
St.  John,  we  have  what  many  have  called 
a  harfli  anfwer  from  the  bleffed  Jefus  to  a 
friendly  intimation  of  his  mother's  i  which 
might  be  blafphenuHidy  explained,  as  if 
that  rude    independent    deportment'  to 

parents. 
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parents,  which  is  fo  marked  a  feature  in 
thefe  times,  was  fanftioned  by  th^  con- 
duft  of  this  our  perfedt  Exemplar,  That 
the  words  were  not  intended  to  convey  an 
abrupt  refufal,  is  evident,  by  our  Lord's 
immediate  compliance  with  ^  her  wifhes« 
We  nciuft  conclude,  therefore,  that  they 
were  either  proverbial,  or  alluded  to  a 
particular  idiom  which  in  this  remote  time 
and  nation  we  cannot  fully  undcrftand. 
But  to  clear  our  Lord's  charafter  from 
this  afperfion,  we  muft  look  further.  The 
51ft  verfe  of  the  id  of  Luke,  and  the 
26th  and  27th  of  the  1 9th  chapter  of  St. 
John,  prove,  that  they  who  feek  to  juftify 
filial  impertinence,  or  difrefpcft,  by  the 
above  paflage,  ^  contradiSl  inftead  of  ex^ 
plaining  Scripture,  and  miftake  the  cha- 
rafter  of  him  who,  though  Lord  of  all, 
was  eminently  diftinguiflied  by  his  dutiful 
conduct  to  the  fource  of  iiis  pnortal 
being* 

I  have 


y  Google 


«17 

I  have  heanj  the  difcourfe  of  our  Lord 
\vit:h  the  woman  of  Samaria  fo  explained 
(and  that  from  the  pulpit  of  inftrudion), 
as^  to  reprefent  it  to  be  immaterial  where 
and  howy  that  is  to  fay^  m  what  place  and 
with  what  forms,  God  is  worfliipped.  The 
words  t;hus  mifapplied  were,  **  The  hour 
-*^  cometh,  and  now  is,   when  the  true 
^*  worlhippers  ftiall  worihip  the  Father  in 
*'  fpirit^and  in  truths  for  the  Father  fedc* 
"  eth  fuch  to  worftiip  him.''     Wasthi 
preceding  verfe  intentionally  or  accidentally 
overlooked  ?    John,  4th  and  2  2d  verfe, 
**  Ye  worfliip,"  fays  our  Lord  to  the  fchiC- 
matical  Samaritans,  "  ye  know  not  what ; 
"  but  we  know  what  we  worihip,  for^yJi^-^ 
«*  tion  is  of  the  Jews.^     It  will  be  difficult 
to  find  a  plainer  teftimony  in  favour  of  a 
faith  founded  on  divine  revelation,  or  of  an* 
authorized  ecclefiaftical  eftablifliment^/. 

I  will  give  but  one  more  exprefs  inftancc 
of  the  poflibility  (or  rather  the  probability):  ■ 

VOL.  ir.  L  of 
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t£  fuciv  mifintcrprctarion  of  Scripture  by 
w^^  or  dijhoneft  hands.  It  is  the  be- 
haviour of  our  Lord  to  the  woman  taken 
in  adultery,  which  is  recorded  in  the  8th 
tb^erof  this  gofpel-  When  fhc  tells 
bim  that  no  man  had  condemned  her,  he 
rcpUeSt^  ^  Neither  do  I  condemn  thee; 
<^  go,  and  fin  no  more/*^  What !  did  not 
<^r  Lord  condemn  this  heinous  crime  t 
how,  then,  could  he  fay  be  came  to  *•  ful- 
*^  fil  the  hw  and  the  prophets,'^  which 
wNb  one  voice  condemn  and  reprobate 
this  grofs  violation  of  perfonal  purity  and 
folemn  obligation  ?  It  may  be  anfwered, 
that  die  words  are  plain,  level  to  every 
undcrftanding ;  and  that  the  fad  corre- 
iponded^  for  the  woman  was  dtfinijjfed. 
Sinning  no  more,  therefore,  cancels  the 
pceceding  offence ;  and  thus  the  bands  of 
wicfccdnefs  may  be  loofed,  and  Girmaa 
morality  founded  upon  a  literal*  coa- 
flrudion  of  our  Lard's  words* 

But 
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But  we  mm^  not  reft  in  Yuch  partial 
examinatidnsof Scripture.  \Vc  mjurf  look 
at  the  hiftory  of  J^iuS,  and  ix.  the  defigns 
of  his  encrrries.  The  Scribes  arid  Pha- 
Tifees  who  brought  this  offender  t5  6ur 
Lord,  were  defirom  of  enfilinng  him  by 
'fomd  aftion'  whrchthey  tnrght  coftflfuc 
into  an  excrcife  of  regaf  of  majgitteria'i 
power,  and  thus  firtd  a  pretence  of  ac- 
cufitig  him  to  the  Romans  as  att  iriftingef 
of  the  authority  of  Caefar*  iTIieif  laws 
(obferve,  they  were  alfo  the  laws  of  God)* 
condemned  the  adultcrefs  to  death;  and 
they  infidioufly  brought  this  acknowfedgedf 
culprit  to  Chrift,  in  the  hoffe  tHatlf  he 
rnerely  ratified  the  juftice  of  the  fentencc 
which  Mofes  had  pronounced,  they  might 
fo  pervert  his  words  as  to  turn  therti 
into  conftru^ive  rebellion.  TMs  irtc^cht; 
Acrefore,  is  recorded  las  an  intbtnce  of 
liie  extraordinaty  tsoifdom  withwhidt  ouf 
5aviour  frutoatcd  the  iiitrigufe^  bf  an  hi^ 
1 2  famous 
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&mous  cabal  who  fought  his  ddlrudtoni 
and  cannot,  without  mifapplicationi  be 
adduced  for  any  moral  purpofe,  except  to 
check  that  cenforious  fpirit  which  is  eager 
to  punifti  others^  while  unrepented  tranf- 

•  greffions  rankle  in  their  owji  bofoms.  It 
is  not  as  the  omnifcient  Judge  -of  man, 
but  as  one  who  was  expeded  to  aA  as 
the  temporal  juler  of  Ifrael,  that  he  re- 
fufes  to  cpndemn  the  ^guilty  xrreature  who 
(lood  trembling  before  hinx.  As  a  teacher 
of  pure  morals,  he  difmifles  :her  with  an 
odiortation  to  fin  no  morej  which,  if  her 
keart  was  not  entirely  hardened,  wouki  he 
the  means  of  obtaining,  forgivcnefs  for 
her  at  the  tribunal  of  Heaven.  A  re- 
ference io , the  27 th  and  28th  verfes  of  the 
iixth  ohajxter  of  St.  Matthew's  gofpel, 
will  fliew  yoB  the  rule  of  inward  purity 
by  which  Chriftians  mult  regulate  even 
the  fccret  affedtions  of  their  hearts.     The 

iHedeemerof  the  world  was  ino  inconfiftent 

teacher; 
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teacher ;  he  had  nb  alternately  loofc  and 
rigid  nrK)rality,  no  convenient  rfodtrines- 
fuited  to  tinies  and  feafons,  no  palliatives 
to  fcreen  the  mighty,  no  ftimulants  to  goad 
the  unprotefted  i  no  popular  morality  for 
the  mob,  no  fpecious  difquiGtions  for  the 
learned.  They  who  attribute  fiufh  in- 
congruity to  him,  look  at  apart,  not  at 
the  whole.  It  is  from  fuch  partial-  an4 
confined  views  of  Scripture  that  dUIentions 
and  berefies  arifc.  The  Galvihifts  build^ 
their  notions  on  a  miftaken  conception  of 
St.  PauPs  defign  in  his  epiftles  to  the  Ro- 
mans and  Galatians,  wherein  the  words 
cleftlon  and  rejedion^  are  mentioned  s  but 
certainly  in  general  terms*,  and  with  ap- 
plication to  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles  to 
occupy  that  place  in  the  Church  of  God 
which  the  Jews  forfeited  by  not  acknow^ 
kdging  the  Meflfiah.     Yet  that  this  ^reafc 

*  Commentators  have  agreed  that  no  inftance  of ' 
iadividytf  eledion  appears  in  Scripture; 

L  3  body 
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body  of  unbelieving  Ifi-ael  would  not  be 
finally  reprobate,  or  Ihut  opt  from  the 
Chriftian  coyenaat,  the  eleventh  chapter 
of  Romans,  ^nd  many  prophetical  parts 
of  Scripture,  unequivocally  declares  and 
its  whple  tenor  pronounces  univerfal  re- 
deqiptiott.  JEqually  confined  are  the  views 
of  thofe  who, /demy iiigthp. divinity  of  our 
Lord,  addqc^  thofe  expreflions  in  the 
gofpeh  to  confirm  their  notions,  id  which 
he  acknowledges  inferiority  to  the  Father^ 
vrhich  in  refpe£b  to  his  human  nature  is^ 
wiqmfiionahly  true.  Confideped  in  thxa 
view,  thm  favourite  i:efo*ehce  to  the  Sent: 
and  the  Sender,  and  even  the  text  of 
".My  Father  is  greater  than  I,'*  arc  cafily 
reconcil<iyble  to  orthodox  opinions.  But 
a|  a  learned  Prelate*  obfervea,  "  the  texts. 
"ih^  affirm  the  divinity  of  Chrift  are* 

*  This  remark  is  taken  from  the  Bidiop  of  Lin- 
cdL^'s  ;^mei;xts  of  Theolqgy  j  bqt  npt  having  the 
work  to  refer  tj^^  the  page^  caoMOt  be  fpccifie4^ 

«  too 
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•*  too  plain,  and  too  pofitive,  to  bend  te 
"  their  expofitioni ;  they  mufr  therefore 
**  erafc  them,  or  receive  the  doftrines 
**  they  contain."  Contrary  to  all  evi- 
dence or  probability,  they  prefer  the 
latter,  ' 

To  guard  againft  thefe  and  many  otHef 
evils,  I  ftrongly  recommend  to  my  kx  an 
early  and  thorough  intimacy  with  their 
bibles.  I  wilh  them  to  be  fo  verfcd  and 
grounded  itv  fcriptural  knowledge,  that 
they  may  comprcfaeod  the  whole  feries  o^ 
hiftory  and  prophecy,  as  well  as  the  moral 
inftnidion  ^^ich  the  facred  volume  con- 
tains. Such  bleflcd  advantage  over  the 
prefent  age  was  {^flefled  by^  our  anceftors 
at  the  tinftc  of  the  Reformation.  Thus 
did  the  primitive  Chriftians  digeft  and| 
underftand  the  whole  word  of  God ;  mS 
at  both  thefe  periods,  it  was  this  thorough' 
convidion  of  the  truth  and  purport  of 
holy  writ,  which  fupported  timid  beauty 
L  4  and 
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jttid  feeble  childhood  through  the  torments 
of  jnartyrdoHi  with  more  than  manly  cou- 
rage. We  are  not  called  to  mount  the' 
blazing  pile,  nor  to  ftep  into  the  bloody 
amphitheatre,  for  the  love  of  Chrift.  Blef- 
fed  be  his  name  that  we  are  not !  for  coulcf 
we  be  expefted  to  die  for  him  of  whom 
we  have  fcarcely  heard  ?  But  we  are  called 
to  endure  that  trial,  of  mockirlg  and  fcof- 
iing>  to  which  the  dodlrine  (now,  as  once 
thcperfon)  of  our  Saviour  is  expofed.  It 
Is  a  liioft  pcrverfc  and  wicked  wit^  which 
can  attempt  to  debafe  the  chatter  of  fal* 
vation  by  profane  or  ludicrous  allufions. 
In  this  country,  the  New  Teflament  at 
prefcnt  is  feldom  openly  traveftied  j  but 
fome  unguarded  expreffions  ufcd  by  a  po- 
jH»lar  divine,  only  intended  to  aflert  that, 
&Mai  the  «cleaTnb&  of  its  internal  and  hif^ 
torical  evidence,  the  gojpel  of  Chrift  may 
reft  on  its  own  fupport,  without  recurring 
to  the  Old  Teftament  for  proofs,  feem  jo 
''\x.  have 
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litre  been  hailed  as  an  aufpicious  figAab 
by  "  filthy  talkers  and  jeftcrs/*  proclaim* 
ing  that  the  firft  covenant  may  be  lawfully 
turned  into  ridicule.  Can  a  public  cor- 
reftpr  of  tafte  and  morals  be  juftified  for. 
defcribing,  as  an  **  exquifite  addition"  to 
apoem>  **  a  droU  transformation  of  the 
"  ftory  of  Nebuchadnezzar  and  his  fiery 
"  furnace^  with  the  three  Hebrew  fala- 
"  mandcrs  who  could  not  be  burnt  /'  own- 
ing, <'  that  for  this  burlefque  exhibition  of 
•f  his  Majcfty  of  Babylon  they  owe  to  the 
"  j)layful  poet  a  hearty  laugh  ?"  Was 
the  editor  of  this  critique  aware,  that  the 
bpojc  in  which  this  affedting  narrative  is 
cpntain):d  .was  authenticated  by  two  ex*c 
prc6  quotations  a(  our  Lord  *  ;  ih  one  of 
which  he  aciknowledges  Dahieri  pro-' 
phetical  charafter?  Does  a  jocular  parody 
of  a  fplemn  and  inftr.«<ftive  cy^ojj  re- 
€or4ed  by  one  whofe  prefcience  isdivinriy 

•  See  iM^thew,    13th  chapter  43d  verfe,  24th 
chapter  15  th  verfe, 

L  5     •  attefted. 


y  Google 


attefted>  become  ^im  who,  as  4  Chriftum, 
nwft  defend,  the  verity  of  all  our  Lofdfi 
aflcrtion&*f  .     ,  .   : 

•  The  following  anecdote  is  give4  on  newfpapcr 
tcftimony,  with  a  wifh  that  itinty  have  had  no 
AundatioA  in  tnith ;  for  k  ^ni  tlkn  tilft  as  a  caution, 
in  jbqa4  ^f  «►  fwrfwr^ :  A  Nfw  JcrdQdwn  teacher  fifr* 
iiq)tiuopilf  chained  aa.fip>£^iqtmf^tto^  a  i^^^np 
belonging  to  fome  regular  diflenters.  A  trial  a^ 
law  ehfued;  and  the  preacher,  who  had  been  an 
itinerant  mufic-mailer  and  petty  (hopkeeper>  was 
dtfended  by  his  very  elaboiate  counfeU  who  is  iaid 
t9  ^ave  iotrodneed  D&vid's.  dull  upon  the  harp*  antt 
the  humble  profeffions  of  the  apoiUes,  as  a  paralldt 
that  was  applicable  to  this  fchifroatic's  change  of 
Occnpatloh,  Did  this  learned  gentleman  not  know, 
or  did  he  purpofely  forget,  that  thefe  apbilles  were 
nktcudottfly  endowed  bf  the  Spirit  bf  ddd  With  alF 
Ipnowl^ge^  all  &kh»land  thf  p(»wer  ofrourin^  alt 
dijfe^^fs^'Whfg^l^feinblancc  then^^an  j>o|ffib^f-ejaft 
between  thefe  fupernaturally  inflro^ed  teac^ers^  ai^d 
an  ignorant  and  (as  was  clearly  proved)  knaviih 
jnddianic  ?  Stirely  the  wit  of  diiiab/urd  domparifdn 
1^  t9^;ftrjgo)ed  (9  pftfs*  mn  ia  fteaeele6  i(adkoryjia» 
an  excufe  for  its  wifehood  and  irreverence. 

'A  thorough 
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A  thorough  acquaintance  widi  hd^ 
writ  will  inipirc  fuch  habitual  reverence 
for  it,  as  a  whole,  as  muft  prevent  yd 
from  encouraging  thofc  degrading  paro- 
dies of  any  detached  part  of  it,  which  fome 
voluble  unprincipled  rhymers  brought  in- 
to falhion,  whcfe  works  are  now  happily 
finking  into  the  oblivion  which  they  de- 
fervej  I  hope,  never  more  to  be  revived 
or  imitated.  In  the  writings  of  a  certain 
florid  genius,  whofe  richly  drefled  poetry 
for  fome  time  direded  the  AUtional  ton 
(I  will  not  call  it  tafte),  there  are  fcveral 
aliufions  to  the  narratives  of  holy  writ, 
which,  though  ferioufly  worded,  are  de- 
graded by  being  applied  to  petty  fimili- 
tudesi  Since  we  are  aflured  in  the  New 
T-cftamcnt,that  ^'  allScripture"  (by  which 
the Jewi(h  Scriptures  only  could  be  meant) 
«*  is  given  by  infpiration  i*'  fince  the  two 
Rioft  extraordimry^  and,  k  (hould  feeni 
to  us,  implrobaUe  occurrences  which  the^ 
h  6  contain,; 
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contaliij  the  hiftories  of  Jonah  and  Ba- 
laam^ arc  confirmed,  Ae  former  by  five 
compariibns  in  the  difcourfes  of  otir  Lord^ 
the  latter  by  the  inferences  of  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Jude  i  ^'  droll  transformations  of 
*'  narratives,"  or  even  light  allufions  to 
biblical  hiftories,  muft  be  confidcred  not 
only  as  criminal  in^hofe  who  thus  abufe 
their  (alents,  but  as  arguing  great  igno- 
rance of  the  foundation  <^  their  religion, 
and  its  connexion  with  Jewifh  hiftory,  in 
every  adminer  of  thefc  perverted  efforts  of 
wit  and  ingenuity. 

The  ftudy  that  I  lb  earneftly  rccom* 
mend  wilU  if  aflilled  by  the  invaluable 
labours  of  found  and  able  expofitors,  en- 
able you  to  repel  many  oblique  stacks 
which  may  be  made  upon  your  faith,  on 
account  of  the  feeming  incongruity  of 
particular  incidents.  The  miracles  of  our 
Lord  have  not  efcaped  die  petulant  cri- 
tacifin  of  (hort-fighted  cavillen.    They 

arc 
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art  faid  to*  have  been  Umitid  an<i  puerile ; 
and  certainly  they  werfc  upori  a  Icfs  grand 
and  awful  fcale  than  the  imprcflive  won- 
ders which  freed  the   Hebrew  captives 
from  Egyptian  bondage,    and  prepared 
them  for  the  reception  of  the  Mofaical 
covenant.     Our  Lord  came  to  a  people 
who  were  in  expeftation  of  a  wonderful 
perfbnage ;  to  a  nation  by  whonv  it  was 
pre-ordained  that  he  was  to  be  rejeded  and 
facrificed;  yet  among  whom  he  was  to 
meet  with  many  converts^  and  from  whofe 
narrow  region  his  go^l  was  to  burft  like 
a  refiftlefs  torrent,  *and  overflow  the  world. 
The  power  of  working  miracles,  which  was 
in  die  firft  inftance  confined  to  the  Jewifii' 
Lawgiver  and  High  Prieft^  was  in  the  lat« 
tcr,  with  great  propriety, extended  locvery 
ambaflador'who  bpre  this  high  million  to 
any  pare  of  the  world.    As  in  the  Afiatic ' 
and  Grecian  cities,  fo  on  the  barren  rock ' 
of  M^ta^  aod  in  the  remote:  confines  of 
*  imperial 
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imperial  Rot^je^  St.  Paul  difptayed  the 
unequivocal  atteftations  of  accompanying 
Deity,     EcdeGaftical  hiftory  ^fibres  us,^ 
tbat  the  like  effeds  attended  the  yet  more 
diftant  journies  of  the  other  apoftles. 

In  number  therefore,  though  not  in /«• 
dit)idual  impprtam^i    the  miracles  which- 
ufhercd  in  the  goipel  exceeded  the  fbpcr- 
natural  evidences  of  the  law.     They  were 
alfo  ftri^Iy  applicable  to  the  different  na- 
tures of  the  two  difpenfations.    For  recall- 
ing the  world  to  the  almoft  extinguiihed 
knowledge  of  o«^  Go4  tenor  and  nu* 
jefty  were  awfully  combiiwi.     Benevo- 
lence wa$  the  charadleriftical  feature  of 
ttio&  mild  wondersj  which  announced  the^ 
purpofe  of  the  Ahnighty  to  be  reconciled 
to  .his  offfeodhog,  but  repentant  creatures* 
•^  Thus*   chough    the  wfsDfe   fyftem  of. 
*^  Ghriftian  mirades.was  intended  to  con* 
•'  vince  men  thatjefos  was  fern /by  God,  v 
^^  and  not  ta  confer  extraiordinary  i>ene>^* 

«<  fits 
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^^  cidcntfel;.  benevolence^  this  going  aboliC 
^f  <loiQg  g^d^  is  a  ftfong  attt^mon  of 
^'  the  diykie  arigia  of  that  miracubuA 
^'  power  which  Jefus  Chrift  poflfcfled^/' 

tMft]r  we  not  cxpe&  that  thb  generafi 
efdargedatteniion  to  the>whole  defigfi  otf 
Sciipturewill  con&lerably  abatethiri  vrrtiU 
hncc  of  ^had  .retigk>us:.aniiipfiqr^  I  whicte 
bnioftapttoarift  frote  contra^fted  views,^ 
and  partial  attachment  to  fome  few  pecui 
liar  dodhincs^iWe  fixnetimes  aaddpt  er^ 
iXMXeo^&tipidionsffppni  pertinacity^  or  in«^^ 
teittional  fin^tkrttjr ;  but  t)ffieheF  througfci 
that  infirnnity  qC  judgn^ent  which  will  noD 
purftUit  an  aident  imaginatioa  to  relb 
vithin*.the  (obbr  bounds  of  tinth^  or  t6 
^Don^  itfelf  €6  rtfiib  prefirribfed  Ikahits^  of 
revelation;  whiifh,  it  inauft  .eirer  be  ten 
menrihered,  is  ^Iculdted  to  eonbfoit  thft 
faithftilj  >fxi  tafupport  the  weak  s  \nQ%.  ta 

•  -^This  remark  is  taken  from  Hey*s  Leftures. 
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(otisfy    **  curious  and  canud  pcrfohs/*^ 
Charity  has    received    as    much  injury 
from  extreme   refinements    and   minute 
fiibtilties  of  expreffion,  as  myfteriousdoc^ 
trines  have  from  diffufe  explanations,  or 
injudicious    and    unwarrantable   applica* 
tions.     iChus  peo|>le  are  oftea  broi^c  ta 
differ  in  werd«»  vfho  agree  iojtlungs ;  and  n> 
attach  cpnfequence  to  merely  fpeculatiTe 
diftinftions,,  which  Aey  donotunderftand. 
Hence  arofe  thofc  mifcrablc  and  <^lac* 
countable   ^iflcnfions    (which    niay   be 
juftly  termed  theological  quibbling)  cbat^ 
perplexed  the  fchool  drrines ;  herice  tile- 
difputes  between  Friars  of  different  or-^ 
ders,  the  quarrels  crfjefuits  and  JinfeH- 
ifts,  and'  die  numerous  idtercationd  >that 
have  divided  and  fubdtVid^  all  clafles  of 
diffenters  from  our  eftablifhment.      But 
if,  inftead  of  thus  infpc^irtg  a  part  of  our 
religion  with   miiirofcopic   aitefitio^  of 
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hfiing  up  one  text  as  bur  banner y  and  fight- 
ing under  it  againft  all  our  fellow-chrif- 
tians,  we  applied  ourfelves  to  ftudy  the 
beauty  and  confiftcncy  of  all  the  facred 
volume,  our  zeal  for  peculiar  tenets,  and 
all  that  crinainal  defire  of  being  fingular 
which  makes  men  hazard  the  welfare  of 
their  fouls  in  vindication  of  fuppofed 
rights,  would  be  abforbed  by  the  anxious. 
defire  of  truly  obeying  what  we  felt  to  be 
fo  excellent,  and  knew  to  be  fo  divine; 
Then  might  we  hope  that  the  profeflfory 
of  the  faith  of  Jefus  would,  as  in  early 
times,  be  marked  by  this  flattering  dif- 
tindion,  "  Behold  how  thefc  Chriftians 
**  love  one  another." 

At  the  time  when  the  impoftor  Ma- 
homet promulgated  his  bloody  and  vo- 
luptuous doArines,  the.caftern  part  of  the 
Chrlftian  world  was  torne  by  rhifcrablc' 
contentiohr;  "and  the^weftern  was  wafted 
by  war  ami  depreifed  by  ignorance.    AD 

hiftorians 
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Kftorians  concur  in  ftating,  tliat  the 
hatred  and  animofity  which  Chriftians 
bore  to  each  other  expedited  the  triumpl^ 
of  the  cruel  Arabian  and  his  profelyting 
banditti*  The  fchifms  which  then  rent 
the  church  dilpofed  many  to  become  his 
converts ;  to  ftate  what  they  were>  is  ta 
give  an  awful  leflbn  to  thefc  times  :  many^ 
then  queftioned  the  divinity  of  pur  Savi$ur  5 
and  the  doftrine  of  abjohue  prtdefiination' 
was  inculcated  with  great  zeal  by  the  ad-^ 
hercnts  of  St.  Auguftmc.  , 

May  we  not  now  inquire,  what  arc  the 
ligns  of  the  times  in  which  we  live  ?; 
Within  our  church  there  is  a  fchifm,  in* 
Vhich  rfie  old  Pharifaical  fup^rcilioufnefs,. 
of  **  ftand  apart,  I  am  more  holy  than 
**-  thou,**  is  too  apparent.  Beyond  her 
pale,  we  f<2e  new  irK>d€$  of  ^torlhip  mul- 
tiplied, and  difunion  wgrafted  on  diflcn-^ 
tion.  The  church ,  of  Scotland,  which* 
was  one  of.  the  firft:  tso  rejeft  prdcription,, 
1  ,  ;  and; 
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and  to  venture  boldly  in  untried  patfts^„ 
terrified  at  the  unwarrantable  licence  ai^ 
fumed  by  her  refraftory  menibers*,  is 
forced  to  refume  the  renounced  reftraint 
of  ecclefiaftical  coo-cion.  With  us,  the 
bleiSng  of  toleration  has  let  in  the  curfes 
of  fanaticifm>  fcepticifm,  and  liccntiout 
ne6.  Hofts  of  ignorant  fdf-fufficient 
preachers  are  j;  early  licenced  to  miflead 
the  weak  ^nd  irreiblute^  and  to  inipire  the 
Uliterate  with  contempt  for  their  proper 
paftors.  Among  the  higher  ranks^  the 
latitu^inarian  gains  many  converts  to  the 
attradtive  found  of  liberality,  and  en- 
larged opinions ;  and  from  the  latitudina* 
rian  the  fcale  of  €|:ror  mounts  to  infidelity.. 
B^  indifference  i$  the  more  prevailing. 
Chara^tjeriftic  of  this  agc^  and  it  is  fa 
y^  pr ^yakot  among  the  higher  circles, 
that  ferioufnefs  and  devotion    are   con- 

•  For  this  account  of  the  ftate  of  the  prefbytery  ia 
Scotlaad,  iee  Or.  HiU'f  The<^gieal  Ii^HitNi^s.  ^ 
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ftantly  Confounded  with  iedarlan  eMhiifi'i 
afm.  The  duty  <rf  worfliiping  the  God  of 
our  fathers  is  made  to  depend  upon  conve- 
nience, upon  faihion,  upon  a  warm  cfeape), 
or  upon  an  agree/ible  preacher.  Frbnvthe 
Jives  of  chefe  nominal  Chriftians,  or  from 
Uie  rcpulfive  manners  of  thofe  who 
*^  make  broad  their  phylafteries,  and  en- 
•*  large  the  hem  of  their  garments,"  the 
well-bred  deift,  and  mere  moral  man  of 
the  world,  affc6t  to  form  their  notion  of 
the  influence  of  religion  upon  the  heart? 
and  mind,  Alas  !  that  the  many  thou* 
fands,  wha  in  this  iflknd  have  "  never 
*'  bowed  the  knee  to^  Baal,"  nor  omitted 
that  '•  worftip  in  fpirit  and  truth"  which 
our  Creator  prefcribes,  would  fometimes 
emerge  from  their  beloved  retirement,  and 
Ihcw  an  admiring  world,  "  Virtue  in  her. 
*^  own  Ihape  how  lovely." 

It  muft  however  be  acknowledged,  that 
die  lives  of  too  many  fincera  Ghriftian* 

wiU 
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and  holy  rales  which  they  profefs  to  re- 
ceive as  the  guidf  of  fhclr  conduft;  and 
lam  informed,  that  our  prefent  race  of 
dciftajuftify  their  r^je^ion  of  religion  by 
faying,  "Why  do  not  you  believers  lead 
^'  better  lives  ?  1  entertam  no  fuch  hopes 
^*  refpedting  futurity  as  you  do  5  I  rejeft 
"  your  creai ;  I  difavow  the  divine  alTift- 
^*  ances  which  you  pretend  to  receive; 
«*  yet  my  moral  reftitudc   challtoges  a 
'V  comparifon  with  youfs.      I  adknow- 
*^  ledge  nolaws*chat  debar  me  from  thofc 
"  gratifications  which  you  folemqly  r^^ 
"  nounce  as  fins,  yet  frequently  pra6kife. 
"  Allowing,  therefore,  the  verity  and  re- 
"  ality  of  your  religious  obligations,  my 
'**  oflFenccs  muft  receive  a  lefs  fevere  con- 
^«  dcmnation  than  your's." 

The  reply  to,  this  juftificttory  i^criitii- 
natiqn  is  fo  apparent,  that,  had  1  not  been 
affurcd  ih»t  iuch  CJjprclfions  are  the.  com*^ 
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tnon  lapoiogy  of  dcifts,  I  fhotild  hare 
thought  it  derogatory  to  their  actitenefs 
to  atcrilKiteto  thcitt  fech  mean  aurfjejune 
fubterfuges.  Here  a  remark  of  otir  Sa- 
viour's muft  recur  to  your  remembrance, 
and  you  wifli  agaiii  fcelmgly  acknowledge 
that  he  knew  what  was^  in  man  :.  *^  Men'^ 
&l\l  •*  Icwe  darknefs  better  than  Hght/* 
and  for  the  fame  r^fon  as  when  Chrifl: 
was  upon  earth,  "  hrecaufe  their  deeds  are 
^  ei^il/'  Tt^is  the  purity  and  hoBnefs-of 
the  gdj^el  thatmakes  the  flaves  of  Mam- 
mon and  Belial  eavil  at  ks  authority.  It' 
is  not  bccaufe  it  refts  orr  infeiEcient  cvi- 
/denccv'that  they  deny  iter  divine  origin  $ 
but  becaufe  it  wiU  ixot  accommddate  itfelf 
<o  a  darling  vice,  or  a  predomirtarit  pafBon, 
^at  they  determine  not  tk>  kc  it  rule  ovei- 
them. 

-'  But  whether  we  pejeft  ©!*  ^knowledge 
ifce  government  ef  the  bteflfed-  Jefos  vat 
ihis^ world,  we  fliaU  aU.ftand  at  his  judges 
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tncnt  feat  "hereafter.  The  pleas  that  will 
fee  admitted  in  behalf  of  thofe  to  whom 
the  4cvangdical  tidings  of  a  Redeemer 
were  never  proclaimed,  cannot  be  urged 
in  favour  cf  Pagans  by^boice^  who,  though 
born,  baptised,  and  educated  in  a  Chrif- 
tian  country,  preferred  the  darknefs  of 
Ddfm  to  the  light  which  Ihone  around 
them.  Whoever  lives  'where  Chriftianity^ 
is  profefled,  is  by  birth  a  fubjec^  of  the 
Lamb  of  Gcid.  He  may  renounce  his 
allegiance,  he  may  infult  and  defpife  his 
Sovereign  i  but  dlefe  frantic  a6ls  do  not 
transform  him  into  an  alien,  but  a  rebeL 
JBorn  under  the  legiflation  of  the  gofpel* 
'it  is  againft  that  difpenfation  that  ftc  fins, 
and  it  is  by  that  he  will  he  judged.  His 
boaftcd  liberty,  of  being  free  to  choofe 
Jiis  mafter,  extends  only  to  tht  grave. 
Even  if  his  moral  conduft  were  ftich  as 
to  fuggeft  hopes  of  cfcaping  future  ven- 
geance, tht  penalty  will  attach  to    his 
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principles.  The  gaudy  (how  of  benevo- 
lence, integrity,  or  liberality,  which  pro- 
ceeded not  from  the  dclire  of  pleafing 
God,  and  were  not  offered  to  him  with 
the  fweet  fmelling  favour  of  faith  in  Chrift, 
only  conftitute  that  defeftive  righteouf- 
nefs  which,  we  are  aflured,  will  not  be 
accepted  by  God  from  thofe  whom  he 
has  called  to  the  knowledge  of  his  Son. 

It  is  certain,  that  the  ^*  infeftion  of 
"  man*s  nature  *,"  as  our  church  terms 
it,  remains  in  fome  degree  in  us  all ;  fo 
that,  even  in  the  moft  fincere  Chriftians, 
*'  there  is  a  law  of  the  flelh  that  is  conti- 
^*  nually  warring  againft  the  law  of  God.** 
The  Church  of  England  m^kes  no  pre- 
tenfions  cither  to  aggregate  or  individual 
perfedion.  In  conformity  with  the  f^cred 
code  from  which  ihe  derives  her.ordi- 
nances»    ihe   acknowledges  her  militant 

•  Article  9th. 
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ttatej  and,  confcious  that  her  members 
•'  are  befet  with  fo  many  and  great  dan^ 
"  gers,  that  by  reafon  of  the  frailty  of 
**  their  mortal  nature  they  cannot  alwayf 
*'  (land  upright,  flic  implores  fuch  fup- 
**  plies  of  ftrength  and  proteftion  as  may 
*'  carry  them  through  all  temptations*/' 
The  allufions  to  a  Chriftian's  life  on  earth 
are  not  taken  from  a  (late  of  triumph, 
fecurity,  or  even  repofe:  it  is  ever  de^ 
fcribed  as  an  arduous  race,  a  painful  con- 
flii5t,  a  day  of  labour  and  forrow,  a 
flruggle  with  the  powers  of  darktiefs.  We 
have  Scripture  and  our  maternal  church 
on  our  fide,  when  we  fugged  an  opinion, 
that  the    fpiritual  enemy  is  more  bufily 

*  **  A  good  Chrtftian,  not  being  one  who  has  no 
*'  inclination  to  fm ;  but  one  who>  through  the 
«'  grace  of  God,  immediately  chccki,  and  fuffers 
**  not  fuch  inclinations  to  grow  into  evil  habits."—** 
See  Bi(hop  W^ilfon's  ihort  and  plam  inftrudlious  for 
the  Lord's  Supper,  page  50. 
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employed  in  aflkiling  thrllcge  fubjeds  of 
the  King  of  Heaven,  than  in  fecufing  the 
condcnination  of  thofe  who,  by  their  anti- 
chriflian  prejudices,  have  furrendered  their 
minds  to  chat  infidelity  which  is  the  parent 
of  every  vice*  Thefe  the  prince  of  dark- 
nefe  can  leave  to  work  out  their  own  de- 
ftruftioni  but  he  muft  penetrate  into  the 
retirenaents  of  piety,  and  endeavour  to 
difturb  the  prayers,  corrode  the  temper, 
-or  fcduce  the  integrity,  of  thofe  who  he 
fears  are  becoming  "  meet  for  the  inheri- 
^^  tancc  of  the  Saints  in  Light." 

But  befide  thofe  who,  though  not  ex* 
empt  from  human  error,  yet  on  the  whole 
appear  to  "  walk*'  worthy  of  the  voca- 
tion whereunto  they  are  called,  there  are 
many  who,  with  fmcere  intentions  of 
keeping  the  fear  of  God  always  before 
their  eyes,  do  occafionally  fall  into  great 
and  aggravated  fins.  Offenders  of  this 
defcriptioii  furiufh  the  iafidel  with  much 
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fccming  occafion  for  exultation ;  But  the 
triumph  is  merely  viflonary.  When  we 
fearch  into  the  hiftory  of  thefe  unhappy 
culprits,  we  (hall  find  nr\any  natural  rea- 
fons  for  their  infirmities  j  either  they  have 
ftrong  paffions,  or  defeflive  tempers ; 
perhaps  their  education  has  been  injudi- 
cious, or  their  relative  fituation  in  life  is 
^tended  with  fome  peculiarly  irritating 
or  dangerous  circumftances.  The  fcep- 
tic's  prejtidice  againft  religion  leads  him 
to  confider  it  as  the  cauje  of  thofe  errors 
which  it  is  conftantly  endeavouring  to 
€9unteraSf.  I  muft  exclude  from  the  pale 
of  tru€  Chriftianity,  (that  is,  from  the 
mimber  of  fincere  fervants  of  the  bleflTed 
Jefus)  all  who  live  in  the  habitual  prac- 
tice of  what  they  know  to  be  vice ;  but 
they  who  divide  their  time  between  finning 
and  forrowing,  who  promife  with  the  im- 
paffioned  and  confident  Pet^r,  and  like 
him  oSend  aind  weep,  exhibit^  though* 
M  S  no£ 
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not  fo  glorious,  yet  as  ftrong  a  proof  of 
the  power  of  religion  on  a  weak  but  fin- 
cere  mind,  as  the  dying  Stephen  did  when 
he  prayed  to  his  Lord  in  glory,  amid  his 
mortal  agonies.  Though  the  certainty  of 
another  world  has  not  eradicated  the 
bofom  infirmity,  it  makes  "  the  ftrong 
*^  man  tremble,"  and  compels  the  rebel 
inclinations  to  fall  proftrate  for  pardon 
before  the  throne  of  Mercy;  by  whom, 
we  truft,  though  they  may  be  correSied  as 
offenders^  they  will  not  he  Jentenced  as 
apoftatei. 

Deiftj  doft  thou  inquire  what  religioa 
h^s  done  for  thofe  who  continually  iranf- 
grefs  and  reform  ?  I  anfwer,  it  is  the 
powerful  attradion  which  prevented  them 
from  flying  off,  as  thou  haft  done,  into 
the  dark  and  cheerlefs  regions  of  chaotic 
doubt  and  terror.  What  would  thefc 
half  ematicipated  flaves  of  furious  pallions, 
irregular  defires,  and  perverted  inclina- 
tions 
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tions  have  been,  if  they  had  alfo  denied 
their  God,  and  rejefted  the  faving  mer- 
cies of  their  Saviour  ?  "  He  who  knows 
"  whereof  we  are  made,  and  remembers 
•*  that  we  are  but  duft,"  will  not  he  ex- 
treme to  mark  what  is  done  amifs  by  thofe 
who  maintain  a  conftant  ftruggle  with  an 
ill-regulated  ill-tutored  mind.  Leave 
them  to  the  mercy  of  the  mafter  they  have 
chofen.  But  if,  in  the  pride  of  moral 
reftitude,  thou  prefumeft  to  fet  thy  fpe- 
cious  goodnefs  in  oppofition  to  the  con- 
trite Publican  who  weeps  befide  rhcei 
beware,  Sinner  5  thou  too  art  weighed  in 
the  balance  and  art  found  wanting.  Doft 
thou  poflcfs  a  native  fweetnefs  of  difpo- 
ficion ;  this  is  the  foil  in  which  thou 
fhouldft  have  planted  the  Chriftian  grace 
of  charity.  Haft  thou  a  keen  perception 
of  what  is  perfeft,  fair,  and  good  j  this 
talent  was  given  thee  to  be  improved  into 
a  ^*  knowledge  of  the  ways  of  the  Moft 
M  3  ''  High/'^ 
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•*  High-"  Do  tlly  well- regulated  paflioiw 
obey  the  curb  of  difcretion,  convenience, 
and  regard  to  charafterj  this  is  not 
enough  ;  thou  fhouldft '  have  fubjeded 
them  to  that  inward  purity,  without  which 
"  no  man  can  fee  the  Lord.*'  Is  thy  re- 
putation unfpotted;  dofl:  thou  feed  the 
hungry,  and  clothe  the  naked  j  art  thou 
€xad  in  thy  dealings  between  man  an4 
man,  and  guarded  in  thy  words  as  well  a* 
in  thy  a<5fcions  i  nature  and  habit  have  done 
much  for  thee,  but  thou  haft  not  folicited 
for  that  grace  which  would  have  done  in- 
finitely more,  "  The  wifdom  that  is  from 
"  above"  would  have  told  thee,  that  the 
praife  of  men  is  not  always  compamble 
with  the  praife  of  God,  and  that  they  who 
idolize  reputation  muft  often  facrifice  con- 
fcience  to  her  mandates.  "  They  who 
**  do  their  good  deeds  to  be  feen  of  men, 
•^  receive  i^  the  praife  of  men  their  re- 
"  ward/'  But  it  is  an  apoftle  who  tells 
»  thee;. 
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Ace;  that  thou  maycft  "  beftow  all  fhf 
"  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  yet  it  (halt 
•*  profit  thee  nothing."  Honefty  and 
pun<5tuality  arc  the  virtues  of  prudence, 
oa  which  induftry  and  convenience  de- 
pend for  many  temporal  advantages ;  the 
outward  obfervance  of  them  is  enforced 
by  human  laws ;  but  in  the  fight  of  God 
they  arc  of  no  value>  unlcfs  tfiey  are 
rooted  in  the  inward  man  of  the  heart,  and 
confirmed  by  the  aflurance  that  with 
"  whatfoever  meafure  we  mcce,  it  fhali  be 
**  meafured  to  us  again/'  Thou,  who  haft 
hidden  thy  numerous  talents  under  the  cold 
inveftment  af  moral  fitnefs,  inftead  of  ap- 
plying them  to  the  purchafe  of  the  inefti- 
mablc  merchandize  of  chriftian  graces, 
fcoflfiiot  at  him  who,  confcious  of  infir-- 
mity,  clings  to  the  rock  of  his  falvation, 
and  fupplicates  forgivenefsy  not  reward. 
The  world  cannot  judge  between  the 
good  deeds  that  thou  doft,  to  be  feen  of 
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men,  and  the  fecrct  afpirations  or  the 
foul  of  the  penitent ;  for  the  world  is  not 
endued  with  omnifcience,  and  can  only 
determine  by  what  it  is  permitted  to  fee. 
But  it  is  by  thy  inward  motive?,  not  by 
thy  oftenfible  deeds,  that  thou  (halt  be 
fentenced  at  the  awful  tribunal  of  him, 
the  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords, 
who  will  fearfully  reclaim  the  apoftate  who 
rejeAed  his  authority,  in  the  clofing  fcenes 
of  his  mediatorial  kingdom,  before  it 
merges  into  the  full  dominion  of  paternal 
Deity*. 

The  prevalence  of  fuicide  is  another' 
inftance  by  which  we  may  judge  of  the 
ftate  of  religion  in  this  kingdom;  for  un- 
queftionably,  unlefs  it  proceed  from  men- 
tal derangement,  we  muft  pronounce  the 
felf-murderer  ignorant  of  the  obligations 
and  pow€r  of  Chriftianity.  If  he  really, 
believed  in  God,  would  he  dare  to  rulh 
Uncalled  into  his  prefence,  or  make  thc^ 

♦  See  I  ft  Corinthiafc  15  th  chap.  24th  vcrfc. 
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Jaft  aftion  of  his  life  a  crime  of  which  he 
never  can  repent?  The  prevalence  of 
this  oifFence  among  the  Pagans  of  old 
times  is  indifputable  ;  it  was  even  confi- 
dered  as  Ibmewhat  of  a  brave  and  com- 
mendable aftion,  by  which  their  greateft: 
and  wifeft  men,  and  their  moft  virtuous 
women,  heroically  refolved  to  efcape  from 
pain,  difgrace,  and  forrow.  Equally 
indifputable  is  the  faft,  that  the  religion 
of  Jefus  conquered  this  daring  propen- 
fity ;  fince  its  moft  eminent  profeflbrs 
deemed  it  lefs  infamous  to  expire  in  ex- 
cruciating tortures  as  public  criminals, 
than  gently  to  languifli  away  with  the 
mock  dignity  of  a  Seneca,  or  to  tear  open 
their  own  bowels  with  the  ruthlefs  frenzy 
of  a  Cato.  The  revival  of  this  humour 
of  felf-deftru6lion  in  France  is  fo  noto- 
rious, thaC  it  is  lamented  even  by  tbofe 
who  ftill  fee,  in  that  acheiftical  revolu- 
M  5  tion, 
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tion,  much  to  admire,  and  who  fruitlefyjT 
wi(h  to  palliate  all  its  enormities*. 

Self-murder,  when  it  is  not  a  fudden 
aft  of  madnefs  or  paffion,  muft  proceed 
from  the  fuUen  refolve  of  wounded  pride, 
confcious  of  merit  and  impatient  of  dif- 
appointment.  How  oppoHte  is  this  tem- 
per to  the  felf-abafement,  the  lowly  refig- 
nation  of  a  Chriftian  foul,  who  receives 
temporal  calamities  as  the  deferved  cbaf- 
tijtments  of  his  Father  and  his  God,  and 
who  hopes,  through  his  mercy,  not  only 
the  pardon  of  his  fins,  but  the  promifes 
annexed  to  patient  fubmiflion  !  It  is  thoftf 
who  prcfumc  to  think  highly  of  their  own 
defervings,  who  depend  upon  merit,  who 
demand  reward,  and  who  limit  their  views 
of  happinefs  to  temporal  poflef&on  on  this 
fide  Jordan,  that  ^are  mod  inclined^  like 

*  It  is  affirmed^  pn  an  average  calculation^  that 
ist  Frenchmen  peri(h  in  two  days  by  their  owa 
liandi.    See  Holcroft's  TraveTs  into  France. 
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treacherous  ccntinels,  to  dcfert  the  poft 
which  they  deem  unworthy  of  their  high 
defervings.  , 

Suicide,  therefore,  is  mcA  frequently 
the  ftcrn  determination  of  indignant  deifm^ 
urarring  ia  its  pride  againft  the  will  of  the 
Higheft*  It  often  too  proceeds  from  the 
keen  tortures  of  accuflng  confcience,  or 
from  a  poignant  fcnfe  of  the  cmbar- 
rafTments  and  anxieties  to  which  a  life 
of  guilt  generally  eii^ofes  the  ofFenden 
Divines  have  remarked,  that  as,  in  this 
life,  the  natural  confequences  of  fin  often 
continue  to  purfue  the  offender,  in  the 
j^ape  of  bodily  pain  or  calamity,  long^ 
after  he  has  become  fincerely  penitent  for 
J^is  faults,  the  heathens  had  no  chance  of 
difcovering,.  from  what  they  faw  of  the 
Almighty'5  providential  government  of 
the  world,  that  the  eternal  confequences^ 
of  fin  would  ever  be  remitted.  As  ChrUV 
tknshavc  brighter  hopes  on  this  import^ 
M  6  ant 


y  Google 


652 

ant  fubjeft,  penitence  is  now  bound  by 
ftrongcr  bonds  to  endure  the  temporal  af- 
flidtions,  which  it  is  confclous  <>(  defervr 
ing,  from  the  hope  that  its  prefent  rc- 
fignation  may  cancel  its  former  miftieeds, 
and,  in  the  language  of  the  apoftle,  that 
it  *'  may  live  to  bring  -forth-  fruits  meet 
**  for  repentance.'* 

There  arc  yet  other  rcafons  whi^h  bind 
the  Chriftian  even  to  a  joylefs  and  mifera- 
ble  exiftence.  In  a  probationary  ftate, 
the  time  of  trial  cannot  be  over  till  our 
Mafter  bids  *^  us  reft  ^om  our  labours." 
The  dying  flame,  which  feems  expiring 
in  the  focket,  may  yet  caft  out  a  light 
fufficicnt  to  recall  fome  wandering  con- 
nexion from  the  broad^road  of  deftruftion. 
Are  we  not  in  the  hands  of  a  merciful 
God,  who  willeth  not  the  ctcrrial  death  of 
a  finner  i  and  may  wc  not  hope,  that  if 
we  patiently  abide  his  fummons,  he  will 
not  remove  us  hence,  but  *^  with  all  due 
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^^  advantage  for  eternity,  when  we  (hall 
**  be  in  a  holy  difpofition  of  foul,  in  a 
"  perfeft  renunciation  of  the  guifc'of  this 
**  mad  and  linful  world*?*' 

That  the  crime  of  felf-deftruftion  by 
aftual  violence  has  not  yet  madefuch  pro- 
grcfs  amongft  us,  as  it  has  done  amongft 
our  revolutionized  and  illuminized  neigh* 
bours,  affords  great  folace  to  the  reflefting 
mind,  anxious  to  difcover  fome  grounds 
for  confiding  in  the  proteftion  of  the  Mod 
High  during  our  prcfent  arduous  Conflift/ 
But  the  frequency  of  that  fclf-deftru6lion 
which  is  accomplifhed  by  diflipadon  and 
vice  prefents  a  lefs  confolatory  prcrfpeft. 
However,  as  this  fpecies  of  fuicide  does 
not  aflume  fuch  determined  hoftility  to 
Heaven  in  its  afpcft,  we  may  charitably 
hope  that  a  death- bed  is/ometimes  the  fcene 
of /r^^repentance. 

•  See  fhe  admirable  prayers  in  the  fervlce  for 
Eafter  Eve,  ia  Nelfon's  Companion  to  the  Fafts  and 
FcftivaU 
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limiting  that  unbounded  merey  and  cgm- 
paffion  of  the  Dcity>  which  is  fuch  a  fa- 
vourite topic  among  our  new  expofitors* 
of  the  Chriftian  religion.  I  acknowledge 
theie  qualities  to  be  infinite  i  all  the  at- 
tributes of  the  Godhead  are  (b;  their  only 
limits  are  thofe  other  attributes  which  wc 
alfo  know  to  be  efTcntial  to  his  nature* 
Whenever  we  enter  on  the  incomprehen- 
fible  thfmc  of  Deity,  whether  our  attcn^^ 
tion  be  turned  to  his  attributes  or  his  na* 
ture,  we  ought  to  advance  with  trembling 
ftcps  J  and,  confcious  of  the  awful  diffii* 
cukies  by  wbicli  we  are  furrounded,  we 
ibould  be  alike  careful  of  touching  the  myf^ 
tcrious  palladium  with  irreverent  hands,^ 
0r  defending  it  by  injudicious  means.. 
Uzzah*  mud:  not  olEcioufly  atteoipt  to^ 
fupport  the  ark  5  a  po\yer  unfcen  rcfides^ 
within,  who  will  as  furely  repel  the  ob- 

•    •  Sec  id  of  Samocl,  6th  chapter,^^  ytk  verfe. 

trafiVCT 


y  Google 


t55 

trufive  aid  of  ignorance  and  folly)  as^  if 
>ill  punilh  the  wickcdnefs  of  blafphcmou« 
impugncrs  of  the  truth.  In  one  inftancei 
the  inconceivable  union  oi  prfeSi  juftic« 
and  perfed  conripalfion  was  levelled  to  the 
comprchenfion  of  man.  In  the  facrifice 
of  Chrift,  the  Almighty  (hewed  his  hatred 
to  fin  and  his  mercy  to  fmners.  Let  not 
the  wicked  man,  therefore,  go  on  in  hit 
wickedne&,  left  he  fbould  experience  the 
terror  of  infinite  juftice,  who  would  not  be 
reconciled  Co  an  offending  world  without 
an  expiatory  offering  of  incftimable  price ; 
and  let  not  the  contrite  heart  defpalr  of 
being  forgiven  by  Him,  "  who  fo  loved 
«*  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  ion  for 
^*  us/'  Even  in  the  eleventh  hour,  if 
true  repentance  knock,  the  door  of  mercy 
will  be  opened ;  but  the  applkathn  mud 
be  made.  Rriigion  now,  as  Ifae  did  of 
yore*>  crieth  without  and  uttereth  her 

•^  P]X)Verbs,  ift  tthaptcr,  loth  vcrfc. 
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Voice  in  the  ftreets.  Infinite  are  hef 
bleflings  j  but  ftill  they  are  only  found  of 
thofe  who  feek  them.  "  If  we  fearch 
'*  for  them  as  hidden  treafures,  then  fliall 
"  we  underftand  the  fear  of  the  Lord,. 
*^  and  find  the  knowledge  of  God/* 

This  knowledge  differs  fb  eflentiallf 
from  the  worldly  wifdom  which  men  of 
intrigue,  ambition,  and  bufinefs  purfue, 
inftead  of  the  true  riches  j  and  from  the 
inquifitive  fpeculative  philofophy  which 
iports  upon  the  furface  of  the  material 
world  ;  that  we  cannot  wonder  at  a  period, 
wherein  a  long  continuance  of  temporal 
fecurity  and  profperity  has  engendered  a 
dependance  on  fecond  caufes,  an  unduq 
regard  for  this  life,  and  an  indifference  to 
future  profpeftsj  that  the  ordinances  of 
religion,  which  are  not  reconrimcnded  by 
their  relation  to  political  confiderations, 
Ihould  fink  into  neglcfti  efpecially  if  we 
(mighty  dilputants)  camiot  difcern  the 
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teafm  of  their  inftitution,  owing  to  their 
abftraft  and  fpiritual  nature.  To  this 
muft  we  afcribe  the  general  difufc  of  the 
facramentof  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift, 
the  dear  reniennbrance  of  his  meritorious 
death,  and  which  is  not  Only  the  memo- 
rial of  a  benefeftor,  but  the  appointed 
means  of  conveying  his  mercy  to  us,  and 
of  expreffing  our  gratitude  for  the  benefit. 
Of  this  duty  it  may  be  remarked,  that, 
the  difciples  were  prepared  to  obferve 
it  by  a  prophetical  admonitidn.  A  year 
preceding  that  memorable  fcaft,  which 
determined  that  the  Chriftian  fhould  fu- 
perfede  the  Jewilh  Pafchal  fupper,  our 
Lord,  as  we  find  by  the  fixth  cTiapter  of 
St.  John's  gofpel,- informed  his  auditors^ 
of  the  nature  and  figti  of  the  future  fa- 
crament  of  the  new  covenant.  The  Jews, 
interpreting  this  c^mitiunication'  as  they 
did  {heir  own  law,  according  to  the  letter 
.and  not  the  fpirit^  exclaimed  with  incre^ 
►   '  dulous 
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4ulous  aftonUhment,  ^' This  is  an  hard 
**  faying.  Can  this  man  give'us  his  fklh 
**  to  eat?"  And  the  facrcd  narrative 
proceeds  to  inform  m,  '*  that  from  that 
**  time  many  of  his  difciples  went  back, 
**  and  walked  no  more  with  him/'  So 
exadly  do  the  iflfpired  hiftorians  adhere 
to  the  truth  of  charader.  A  myfteriout 
ordinance,  painfully  appealing  to  the  paf? 
fions,  repulfive  of  the  pride  of  human 
nature,  abftrafted  from  every  fcheme  of 
policy  or  worldly  advantage,  and  requiring 
total .  refignation,  and  dependance  upoa 
God,  to  fanftify  the  means  whereby  h<r 
choofes  to  convey  his  promifed  graces  to 
us,  was  likely  to  ptxxve  a  flumbling  block 
to  thofe  who  looked  to  temporal  prof* 
perity  as  the  end  of  religious  lyoribip- 
Our  Lord  did  not  ihen^mforax  thefe  gaifw» 
jkyers  by  what  fign,  or  vifible  mediumt 
this  living  bread  was  to  be  reprefo^ed, 
H«  projpcrJy  refervcd  this  difcovcry  for 
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the  vigil  of  the  facrificc  which  it  was  to 
commemorate.  The  facred  rite  was  then 
kicmnrztd,  and  the  command  ^ven  for 
m  perpetual  obfervance.  The  three  evan- 
gelifts  who  firft  pubHfiied  their  goipels 
having  recorded  this  aiiiou  of  their  Maf-^ 
ter*s,  St,  John,  who  wrote  with  a  defign  of 
Supplying  their  omiffions,  pafles  over  the 
biftory  of  the  inftitution)  and  enlarges  on 
the  deSrinal  part.  Nothing  can  be  more 
authoritative  and  obligatory  than  the  fo~ 
lemn  declaration  which  our  Saviour  made 
to  the  amazed  Synagogue  at  Capernaum  i 
**  Verily  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  except  ye 
•*  eat  of  the  flcfh  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and 
«*  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you* 
♦*  Whofo  eateth  my  fleft,  and  drinketh 
**  my  blood,  hath  eternal  life,  and  I  will 
**  niifc  him  up  at  the  laft  day.  For  my 
^*  fle(fa  is  meat  indeed,  and  my  blood  is 
**  drink  indeed.  As  the  living  Father 
"  hath  fent  me,  and  I  live  by  the  father  ji 
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*'  fo  he  that  eateth  me,  even  he  (hall  live 
*'  by  mc/*  If  we  combine  this  explana-» 
tion  of  the  benefits  of  the  facrament,  with 
the  narrative  of  our  Lord's  breaking  the 
bread  and  blefling  the  wine,  and  deliver- 
ing them  to  his  apollles,  commanding 
them  to  •*  do  fo  in  remembrance  of  him/' 
we  muft  difcern  the  pofttive  obligation 
which  all  Chriftians  lie  under  to  partake 
of  this  memorial  of  their  redemption  *. 
"We  know,  from  infpired  teftimony,  that 
the  primitive  church  was  conftant  and  fre- 
quent in  the  ufe  of  this  outward  viliblc 
lign  of  the  inward  fpiritual  grace;  for 
there  are  many  allufions  to  this  holy  ri$c 
in  the  Afts  and  the  Epiftles,  befides  direc- 
tions for  the  orderly  management  of  Uic 
euchariftical  feaft  contained  in  the  eleventh 
chapter  of  the  firft  of  Corinthians.  How 
grace  and  pardon  are  conveyed  to  the 

•  See  Biftiop  Cleaver's  Sermons  on  the  Nature  of 
tbe  Sacrament.  . 
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fouls  of  thofe  communicants  who,  witH 
fincere  faith  and  devout  minds,  partake 
of  this  holy  ordinance,  remains  among  the 
fecrets  of  the  Moft  H  igh.  It  was  no  more 
neceffary  that  we  ftiould  penetrate  into 
this  myftery,  than  that  we  Ihould  com- 
prehend all  God's  part  of  the  covenant  of 
grace  i  but  though  the  reafons  on  which 
his  purpofes  are  founded  are  hidden  from 
curiofity,  his  determinations,  and  the  pro- 
mifes  annexed  to  his  commands,  are  plain- 
ly difclofed,  to  excite  faith  and  to  ftimu- 
late  obedience.  The  humble  are  in- 
ftrufted,  the  wife  in  their  own  conceit  are 
left  uninformed. 

Is  it  true  that  our  Lord  has  declared, 
**  Except  ye  eat  the  fle(h  of  the  Son  of 
"  Man,  and  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no 
"  life  in  you  ?"  Is  it  alfo  an  acknowledged 
fad.  that  immediately  preceding  the  laft 
fcenes  of  his  mortality  he  took  bread  and 
wine,  bleffed  them,  pronounced  them  his 
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body  and  blood,  and  eommMnded  his  dt& 
ciples  to  receive  thofc  confccrated  ele- 
ments in  M  remembrance  of  him  ?*'  Ho^ 
dare  we  then,  knowing  thefc  thing?  to  be 
true,  omit  the  rite,  difohey  the  command, 
and  brave  the  threatening  ?  Alas  I  being 
united  with  the  Saviour  of  the  world  in 
Ipiritual  communion,  is  of  far  lefs  con- 
fcqucnce  than  being  admitted  into  a  fa- 
fliionable  circle,,  or  ranked  in  a  certain 
(ct.  In  fpite  of  the  gencr^  levity  with 
which  facred  things  are  treated,  the  eu* 
charift  (lill  exaAs  fomewhat  of  awful 
reverence,  even  from  thofc  who  relifti 
**  droll  transformations"  of  holy  writ,  and, 
under  the  feemingly  ncKxlcft  plea  of  un- 
worthinefs,  decline  undertaking  diofe  du- 
ties of  examination,  confefEon,  and  ferious 
exclufion,  which  they  ftill  think  ought  to 
precede  this  more  immediate  appTX)ach  to 
the  prefence  of  God.  But  have  we  not 
po^tive  ai!uf anccj  that  the  fins  and  negli« 
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genccs  whidi  xnifit  us  for  the  Lord's  tabic' 
will  cfFcftualljr  bar  the  cverlafting  doors 
of  Heaven  againft  us  ?  The,  wedding  gar- 
ment, which  we  are  required  to  put  on 
for  the  facrificial  feaft  at  the  alcar,  is  the 
fame  robe  which  we  muft  wear  in  the  New 
Jerufalem,  at  the  marriage  fupper  of  the 
Lamb.  And  furely,  every  wilful  omiflion 
of  the  enjoined  memorial  of  "  the  exceed- 
**  ing  great  love  of  our  Matter  and  only 
**  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,**  muft  add  to  the 
number  of  thefe  excluding  offences.  For 
the  cafe  of  the  negligent  Chrtftiany  whofe 
attachment  to  worldly  pleafure  or  bufi- 
nefs  operates  more  powerfully  on  his  mind* 
than  obedience  to  his  Lord's  commands, 
^nd  that  of  the  deift^  living  in  a  Chrijlian 
^untryy  are  fimilars  they  will  be  judged 
by  the  laws  which  they  knewy  but  refufed 
*^  to  obey. 

That  eagernefs  of  inquiry,  and  laxity 
of  performance,  which  is  another  fign  of 
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thefe  times,  li  forcibly  defcribed  in  tht 
facrcd  pages  by  the  epithet  of  "  having 
"  itching  cars,  ever  learning,  and  never 
*'  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth/* 
Again  let  me  prefs  on  the  attention  of 
every  female  into  whofe  hands  thcfc  pages 
may  fail,  to  confider  ferioufly  how  much 
this  rcftlcfs  fpirit  of  curiofity,  this  fcepti- 
cal  doubt,  this  diffatisfaftion  with  the  re- 
ligious knowledge  of  paft  times,  is  ini-*"* 
mical  to  the  diffident  and  retired  charac- 
ter which  our  fex  (hould  conftantly  prc- 
ferve.  From  the  partial  rejedjoa  of  doubt, 
the  mind  caflly  Qides  to  the  contun>acy  of 
difbclief.  A  female  politician  is  the  fa- 
vourite theme  of  fatire;  a  feniale  deift,  if 
not  fo  ridiculous,  is  more  alarming  and 
deteftable.  Devout  dependance  on  a  hea- 
venly proteftor,  is  fo  congenial  to  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  vveaknefs,  and  the  priva- 
tions of  fubmiffion,  that  to  renou  ice  re- 
ligious hope  appears  to  be  a  far  more 
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marcuiine  a&ion,  than  to  take  the  q^m- 
mand  of  an  army.  In  all  the  peculiar 
fuflferings  to  which  our  fex  are  expoied^ 
notwithftanding  all  the  mortifications,  dif- 
appointmcntSt  and  forrows,  which  the  pre- 
dominant' controul  of  man  neceflarily  oc* 
cafions  us,  our  peculiar  fitnefs  to  embrace 
the  truths,  and  to  obey  the  precepts  of  the 
gofpel,  gives  us  advantages  that  far  ex-  " 
ceed  the  boafted  privileges  of  our  tem- 
poral fuperiors.  Let  us  not  renounce  our 
high  hopes,  through  the  fpecious  allure- 
ments of  the  agents  of  the  Prince  of  Dark- 
nefs,  who,  in  a  new  form,  again  invite  the 
inqufxtive  daughters  of  Eve  to  pluck  the 
forbidden  fruit  of  knowledge.  Infidelity 
poflcfles  no  real  advantage  over  faith  j  it 
can  only  '*  know  in  part  j"  there  are  myf- 
teries  in  nature  which  will  elude  penetra- 
tion as  long  as  this  world  endures  j  and  if 
we  rcjeft  the  myfteries  of  grace  becaull 
we  cannot  hzver  them  to  our  finite  com- 
V9l%  n»  N  prehenfion^ 
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prchenfion,  wc  only  ftart  new  difficulties, 
and  difcovcr  die  infignifkance  of  our  boaft* 
ed  penetration. 

I  have  little  hope,  that  my  humble  lu- 
cubrations will  influence  the  judgment  of 
Ihofe  whofe  fitiiation  enables  them  to  pro- 
mote the  beft  human  means  of  preferving 
true  religion  among  us  :  I  mean  the  main*- 
tenance  of  our  national  churchy  which 
may  be  juftly  entitled  a  hiding-place  from 
the  tempefts  of  falfe  and  contrarious  doc- 
trines, as  well  as  the  firm  ally  and  mora! 
fanftioner  of  our  civil  rights.  I  know, 
that  cocfcive  laws,  and  fevere  reftridlions, 
are  gent  rally  found  to  defeat  the  purpofes 
for  wh}c  i  they  are  fi  amed  ;  and  my  wiflies 
extend  no  further,  than  that  our  rulers  and 
Icgillators  would,  in  thnr  privafe  conduft, 
as  well  as  in  their  pul^lic  ftation,  evince 
their  Hnccre  reverence  for  that  fpiiitual 
parent  into  whofe  arms  they  were  received 
at  baptil^Lii,  and  alfo  uniformly  confult  her 
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mA&rc,  and  recommendal  her  dodrino. 
Taking  Scripture  for  her  guide>  and  ac^ 
knowledging  God  as  the  foundation  o^  all 
civil  authority,  (he  reprefles  the  ebullitions 
of  violence  and  fadion  -,  yet,  as  (he  an- 
nexes no  infallibility  either  to  her  fpirituial 
or  temporal  rulers,  (he  not  only  prays  for 
them,  but  admoni(hes  them  of  their  hi^ 
rcfponfibility,  and  inculcates  no  tenets 
that  are  inimical  to  the  temperate  exer- 
cife  of  Chriftian  liberty.  Her  explanations 
of  thofe  myiterious  do<5lrines  which  are 
nece(rary  to  be  believed,  are  couched  in 
reverent  and  modeft  terms*  j  and  in  her^ 
anathemas  againft  unbelievers,  (he  pro* 

•  I  believe  the  beginning  of  our  firft  article  h^ 
never  been  objeded  to  :  it  is  wonderfally  fublime  and 
impreffive.  Yet  the  underftanding  that- can  form 
clear  conceptions  of  a  Being  without  body,  parts,  or 
paffions  (as  God  certainly  muft  be),  muft  pofTefs 
fuch  an  acutenefs  and  profundity  of  intelled,  as  will 
prevent  it  from  finding  the  latter  part  of  this  article 
incomfreben^ble* 
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ceeds  no  further  than  fcripture  auiho« 
rizcs*.  On  doubtful,  obfcurc,  and  com- 
plicated opinions,  flic  delivers  her  judge- 
ment in  fiich  a  manner,  as  might  rather 
tend  to  reconcile  than  widen  the  differ- 
ences between  Chriftians.  She  exfH-cfles 
a  juft  fenfe  of  the  merits  of  the  Redeemer, 
and  the  nccelTity  of  divine  revelation, 
without  opening  the  door  of  communion 
to  Aniinomian  licentioufnefs  and  fceptical 
morality,  or  barring  the  gates  of  Heaven 
on  thofe  to  whom  the  glad  tidings  of  fal- 
vation  have  never  been  made  kn6wn; 
and  after  having  declared  her  confidence 
in  the  prpmifes  of  God,  fhe  cautions  her 
members  againft  curious  nicety  of  in* 
quiry  on  points  which  are  rather  fpecula- 
tlve  and  dangerous,  thaa  prafticable  and 
profitable  f. 

*  See  Dr.  Hey  on  the  Atbanafian  creed  i  whkh  is 
confidered  as  the  moft  -objeftionable  part  of  our 
liturgy. 

f  See  articles  i  ith  and  17th. 
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The  ceremonies  inftituted  by  the  church 
of  England  are  few  and  innpreflive  ;  con- 
ncfted  on  the  one  hand  with  the  apoftoli- 
cal  command^  **  that  all  things  (hould  be 
"  done  decently  and  in  order;"  and  on 
the  other,  with  the  imperfeftions  and 
wants  of  tbofe  fallible  creatures  of  which 
every  aflcmbly  of  militant  Chriftians  mud 
be  compofed.  Our  liturgical  fervices  af* 
ford  the  naoft  fublime  uninjpired  examples 
of  devotion  in  all  its  various  branches^  of 
humiliation,  adoration,  thankfgiving>  in* 
terceffion,  and  petition,  that  any  national 
ritual  can  prefent.  The  litany,  both  in 
its  deprecatory  and  fupplicatory  claufes> 
breathes  in  an  extraordinary  degree  the 
%)irit  of  glory  to  God  and  good  will  to 
man  *•    As  our  entrance  into  life  is  marked 

with 

*  To  thofe  who  obJeA  to  the  frequent  repetitions 

*which  occur  in  oar  liturgy^  we  can  plead«  not  merely 

ff^mitive  and  apqllolical,  but  aifo  divine  example. 
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With  a  religidtfe  ceremony  of  divine  ap- 
pointment,  our  church  has  judicioutly 
prepared  a  moft  pathetic  fcrvice  to  diftin- 
guifli  our  return  to  our  parent  earth  with 
decent  folcmriity.  It  feems  impoflible 
for  man  to  compofe  a  form  of  words,  in 
which  plaintive  condolence  is  more  hap- 
pily blended  with  religious  confolation,  or 
which  more  ftridly  correfponds  with  the 
idea  of  not  forrowing  as  men  without  hope. 
The  concluding  prayers,  in  which  the  mi- 
nifter  blcffes  God  for  taking  "  the  dc- 
**  ceafcd  out  of  the  miferies  of  this  finful 
^  world,"  and  entreats  him  to  raife  the 

~Our  blcfled  Lord,  on  the  fame  night  that  he  was 
betrayed,  thrice  retired  to  prefent  his  forrowful  pe- 
thiorrs  to  his  Heavenly  Father,  ufing  the  fame  words 
(Matt.  25th;  chapter,  441^1  vcrfe.)  Aod.furely  ouri 
frail  nature,  and  vain  wandering  imaginations,  muil 
perceive  the  advantage  of  having  more  than  one 
opportunity  of  addreiling  our  great  Creator,  efpe* 
cially  in  thofe  compreheniive  words  which  have  beei^ 
coafecrated  by  the  injuadiotis  of  xh<t  Son  of  God. 
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witnefles  of  this  fad  fccne  from  "  the 
•*  death  of  fin  to  the  life  of  righteoufncfs, 
^*  that  when  they  depart  this  life  they 
**  may  all  reft  in  him,  as  they  hope  the 
**  fpirit  of  him  whofe  mortal  remains  they 
**  have  depoficcd  in  the  earth  doth,"  ex- 
prcfs  a  triumph  of  pious  confidence  over 
human  anguifli,  which  I  truft  feldom  fails 
to  convey  a  more  than  momentary  confo- 
lation  to  the  agonized  bofom  of  bereaved 
afiedtion ;  while  the  dejefted  eye  is  ralfed 
from  the  grave  at  the  exhilarating  found, 
s^d  purfues  the  holy  confolation  to  the 
Heaven  from  which  it  defcended.  Thus 
h  that  common  event,  which  happens  to 
us  all,  improved,  by  our  Church,  into  an 
opportunity  of  diftributlng^  the  mod  ad- 
mirable inftrudion  to  her  members,  who,; 
cither  as  fpeftators  or  mourners,  are  fre- 
quently called  to  behold  the  lafl:  fqcne  of 
the  ruined  exuvi«  of  immortal  man.  It  is 
to  be  lamented,  that  this  pious  defign  is 
N  4  often 
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often  counter^ftcd  by  the  cumbrous  pomp' 
and  unjeajonahle  parade  which  oftentatious* 
wealth  annexes  to  this  ceremony,  and  thus' 
converts  the  moft  incipreffivc  leffon  into 
*'  a  gaze  for  fools."     When  the  iftinifter 
of  God  receives  the  plain  and  fimpic,  but 
decent  proceffion,  at  the  bounds  of  the 
confccrated  precindls,  how  does  the  un- 
affeded  tendernefs  of  real  affedkion,  filling 
up  the  paufcs  of  the  folemn  fervicewith 
the  half-fmothered  burfts  of  heartfelt  for- 
Jrt)w,  exceed  the  trappings  of  pompous 
magnificence,  with  its  numerous  retinue 
of  venal  mourners,  who  feel  no  other  in- 
tcteft  in  the  corpfe  that  they  attend,  than 
that  the  (how  (hould  be  very  great,  ancf 
the  expence  very  enormous  \  Allow  me 
here    to    introduce  the  modeft  funeral," 
^hich   even   rcfpeftable  affluence  would^ 
do  wifely  to  prefer,  as  dcfcribcd  by  fra-' 
ternal  love  didlating  to  the  pen  of  ge- 
nius; ^ 

"  I  fee 


y  Google 


£73 

^  I  fee  the  hearfc. 
■«  With  fable  plumes  and  fullen  footed  fleed^^ 
*•  The  village  church  approach.     I  fee  the  corTe^ 
^'  From  its  dark  cell  released  by  many  a  hand». 

.    •*  UpHfced  beavil.y.     1  hear  the  1><^U 
<*  Toll  to  the  dull  and  melancholy  foutui 
*'  Of  mute  proceflion;  the  white  prieA  before* 
**  The  mourners  following ;  and  ia  the  midft 
^  I'hee  my  deiight>  my  treafure>  and  my  hope» 

.    ^  Borne  through  the  portals  of  thy  native  church  r 
'*  Thence  never  to  return.    I  hear  a  voice 
*'  Confign  thee  to  oblivion  ;  duii  lo  du(l» 
«*  Alhes  to  aihes." 

TiAMor  Amcrroir,  by  Hukdis.. 

A  fimilar  regard  to  eur  relative  fitua*^ 
tions  ii)  life  has  dccermiaed  our  church»  ia 
her  icle^tioa  of  offices  appropriate  to  mo^ 
mentous  cbang^s  ia  our  connexbns,  to 
the  ignorance  of  childhood,  the  precipir 
lancy  of  adolefcence,,  and  the  apprehenr 
Rons  of  ficknefs.  Marriage  is  not»,  with 
DS,  ncxerely  a  civil  contract,  as  was  the 
cafe  with  the  republican  Calvinifts  during 
the  Cronawellian  ufurpation;.  nor  is  it 
N  5  elevated 


y  Google 


274 

elevated  into  a  Sacrament,  as  the  church 
of  Rooie  ftill  confidcrs  it.  It  is  fanctiohed 
by  a  religious  ceremony,  at  once  inftruc- 
tive  and  fupplicatory,  to  ftrengthen  the 
obligations  that  afFeftion  contrafts  j  and 
the  vows,  which  death  or  enormous  guilt 
alone  can  dijfolve^  are  pled^d  in  the  frefence 
of  God.  A  brief  compendiuni  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  Chriftian  covenant  with  ie- 
fpeft  to  faith  aild  morals,  together  with 
an  explanation  of  the  advantages  and  duty 
of  prayer,  and  the  nature  and  defign  of 
the  initiatory  and  commemorative  facra- 
ments,  is  commanded  to  be  taught  to 
the  young  members  of  our  church,  afe 
foon  as  they  are  able  to  "  learn  what  i 
**  folemn  vow,  promife,  and  profefTion, 
'*  they  made  at  their  baptifm  to  God." 
It  would  be  well  for  our  civil,  and .  alfo 
for  our  ccclefiaftical  Sion,  if  all  who  haivie 
the  care  of  children  would  mo  ft  fcrupu- 
kufly  attend  to  this  pofitive  duty,  by  giving 
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ihcir  charge  not  merely  a  verbal,  but  a 
pruilicftl  and  intelligent  acquaintance  with 
that  excellent  conripofition  the  church  cate- 
chifm.  The  anfwer  to  the  qucftion  re- 
ipefting  our  duties  to  our  neighbours, 
would,  if  deeply  engraven  on  the  heart 
of  the  learner,  be  found  a  fure  preferva- 
tivc .  froni  the  errors  of  the  times.  Even 
in  nurfery  compofitions,  children  are  now 
taught  to  decide  on  the  fundtions  and  obli- 
gations of  fituations  which  it  is  not  only 
improbable,  but  impoflible,  they  (hould 
ever  fill.  The  evil  fpirit  of  infubordina- 
jtion,  thus  early  acquired,  accompanies  the 
.pupils  in  their  progrefi  through  life.  The 
fubjed  firft  ftudies  the  duties  of  a  king ; 
the  fcl]olar  learns  what  his  teacher  ought 
to  be  i  the  flock  are  taught  to  fcrutinize 
the  defers  of  their  pailorj  the  fervant 
proclaims  his  mafter's  improprieties  j  t^lc 
inferior  fees  every  aggravation  of  his  fu- 
perior's  faults  -,  and  yet,  at  the  laft  d^, 
n6  wc 


y  Google 


t76 

wc  (hall  only  be  queftioned,  whether  we 
ourfeives  have  done  "  our  duty  in  that 
"  (late  of  life  to  which  it  plealed  God  to 
"  call  us."  Our  crinnes  as  fubjcASp 
fcholars,  fervants,  or  inferiors,  will  be 
proclaimed  before  men  and  angels.  Our 
cruel  opprefforsp  or  negligent  inftruftor^t 
wijl  anfwcr  for  then*  ^te;»  offences. 

When  the  feeds  of  moralky,  and  die 
words  of  (bund  doflrine,  arc  thus  incor- 
porated with  the  firft  impreffions  of  me- 
mory and  dawnings  of  refle&ion,  we  muft 
watch  them  while  they  ripen  into  perfeft 
holiotfs.  Suppo(ing  we  couM  not  plead 
apoftoEcal  ♦  or  primitive  pradltee  tn  ft* 
vour  of  the  rite  of  confirmation,  what 
better  or  more  probable  means  could  we 
ufe,  to  inrrpfore  the  ftrengthenmg  and  di- 
rcfting  grace  of  God,  than  to  lead  the 
catechumens  to  the  altar,   and  there  to 

•  See  Hebrews,  6th  chapter^  zi  Yerfe.--*'"  Laying 
^  on  of  hands*''  is  ffe^uexufy  mentioned  in  other 
pares  of  Scripture. 
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religious  obligation  ;  concluding  the  fcf*- 
vice  with  epifcopal  benediftion,  and  be^ 
nevblcnt  interceffion,  that  the  "  ever* 
*^  lafting  God  would  for  ever  extend  hk 
**  fEtherfy  hand  over;  thefc  (felf-de voted) 
**  iervants;'  that  his  hoJy  fpirit  would  fy 
**  lead  tlwnfi  in  the  knowledge  and  obedt- 
**  ence  of  his  word,  that'in  the  end  they 
."  might  attain  eternal  life?"  Such  a 
icrvicc  our  Church  has  provided  ^  and 
.both  for  its  venerabk .taticiuity,  and  ex- 
cellent intention,  ft  deferVes  far  better  than 
the  ridicule  and  contempt  which  k  too 
generally  experiences  from  inveterate 
enemies  or  thoughclefs  neutrals.  The 
Romanifts  erroneoufly  rank  confirmation 
among  their  facraments ;  we  do  not  pre- 
fume  to  fay  tha^  ''  it  was  given  and  oi- 
«  daine^  by  Ghrift  himfelf/' 

The  peculiar  trials  of  our  £bx  have  not 
eicaped  the  bepevoleito  attention  of  the 

compilers 
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compilers  of  our  liturgical  ferviccs.  Be* 
fide  the  petition  in  the  litany  for  thole 
widei^ing  the  pains  of  parturition,  an 
office  is  prepared  to  re- welcome  the  joyful 
mother  to  the  congregation,  in  which  the 
Levitical  oblation  and  iin-offcriog  of  a 
iBmh,  and  a  young  pigeon,  is  exchanged 
for  the  chriftian  facrifice  of  praifc  and 
interceflion.  In  this  fcrvice,  the  pious 
intentions  of  former  times  are  prderred, 
and  the  fupefftitious  idolatrous  ponip 
which  the  Church  of  Rome  interpolated 
is  wifely  rejcftcd. 

With  equal  ^ifdom  of  difcrimination, 
the  wants  and  forrows  of  ficknefe  are  fup- 
plied  with  a  fpiritual  comfcMtter.  Inter- 
cefiion,  exhortation^  and  examination, 
precede  confeffion  of  fins;  and  in  cafe  of 
the  bumble  and  hearty  dc&tc  of  the  fide 
perfon,  the  officiating  prieft  is  pennitttd 
to  ufe  a  more  authoritative  form  of  abfo- 
lution,  than  our  church  {dtfcribes  in  her 
•    '  other 
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other  fervlces.  Still,  however,  this  form 
is  confidered  as  merely  declaratory  and 
conditional,  afcribing  no  efficacious  power 
to  the  rbiniftring  inftrument,  fave  what 
our  Lord  bequeathed  to  his  church  in  Sr. 
John's,  gofpel,  20th  chapter,  23d  verfe. 
This  abfohition,  therefore,  depends  as 
much  upon  the  faith  and  contritkn  of  the 
penitent,  as  thofe  that  are  couched  in  the 
petitionary  form,  which  our  church  ^ro^ 
baWy  changed  upon  this  bccafion,  to 
comfoVt  the  feebie-mlnded  in  the  hour  oF 
txtreme  diftrefs.  The  prayers  that  follow 
this  abfolution,  rank  among  the  moft 
pathetic  and  impreflive  compofitions  oF 
human  fympathy,  yearning  over  the  fc* 
vereft  trials  of  mortal  man.  As  at  foch  a 
period  the  moft  folemn  rite  of  religion 
fliould  never  be  omitted,  a  fhort  com« 
munion  fervice,  fuited  to  the  occaGbn,  hai 
been  provided;  but  the  Ceremony  of  ex- 
treme undion,  which  the  Ronriifli  ChurcK 

engrafted 


y  Google 


S8d 

engfaftcd  on  the  praftice  of  the  prktlidvc 
Chriftians,  has  been  properly  difcardcd# 
"Wc  learn  from  St.  James,  that  while 
miraculotis  powers  were  veiled  in  the  dif'- 
ciples  of  Jefus,  che  elders  of  the  churcb 
were  accuftomed,  at  the  rcqueft  of  dif^ 
cafed  pcrfons,  not  only  to  pray  over  them, 
and  aflift  their  fpirkual  neceffities,  bu| 
alfo  to  '*  anoint  them  with  oil  in  the  name 
•*  of  the  Lord ;  and  the  prayer  of  imh 
**  would  fave  the  fick,  and  the  ^  Lord 
^',  would  raife  him  up;  and  if  he  had  cooi* 
'*  mitted  0ns  they  (hould  be  forgiven/f 
The  continuance  of  this  undtion,  after 
the  fijpeFaatural  endowments  from  whicb 
it  originated  had  been  refnmed,  is  one 
proof,  among  many,  of  the  relHefs  avi- 
dity with  which  the  Romilh  hierarchy  exv^ 
erciffd  domination  over  the  confcicnces 
jof  men ;  fincc  they  could  not  pretend  to 
work  bodily  cures,  they  extended  the. 
fiippofied  efficacy  of  their  miniilry  to  a 
,  world! 
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World  from  which  no  telUtah  travcltf r 
ODuld  return  to  complain  oi  imp6fttion  i^ 
and  chcy  have  had  the  audacity  to  give  a 
fource  of  emolument  and  aggrandifement 
the  name  of  a  facramcnt ;  that  is  to  fay,  of 
*^  the  ckitward  vifible  fign  of  an  inward* 
"  fpiritual  grace  ordained  by  Chrift  him-^ 
•^  felf /'  ncwe  of- which  eflcntial  diifinc- 
tidns  are  to  be  found  in  the  Romanifts' 
anointing  a  dying  perfon  with  oil,  as  an 
aUIbrance  of  forgiven^fs  of  fins. 

The  offices  for  the  ordination  of  priefts 
and^  deacons,  and  for  the  confecration  of 
Bifiiops  and  Atdibifhops,  form  a  moflr 
fBbKmei  and  inftru<flivc  part  of  our  ritual. 
Ic  items  p^rfeftfy  confiftent  ^vith  every 
preyonc^elvtd^  idea  of  decency  and  order, 
that  theminifters  who  are  deftined  to  wait 
upon  the  alur  fbould  be  prepared  by  edu* 
cacioQ,  diftinguiflied  by  habits,  feparated 
from  the  common  mafs  of  focicty  by  a 
particular  provifion,  which  excludes  tht 
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MCeflicy  of  Aar  application  to  any  ordi^, 
nary  calling ;  and  alfo  that  they  (hould  be 
^f^cattd  to  God  by  tx^rth  and  (blema 
appropriation.  The  Old  Teftament  fanc- 
iions  all  thefe  fuggeftions^  by  the  rules 
therein  laid  down  for  the  inftmftion^ 
attire,  endowment,  and  confecration  of 
the  Levitical  Priefthood.  The  folemmty 
which  fubftituced  the  faidiful  apoftle  Mat« 
^ias  in  lieu  of  the  traitor  Judas,  is  re- 
corded in  the  firft  chapter  of  the  Afts. 
From  many  other  pafiages  of  that  nK)ft 
inilruAive  treatife  we  may  gather^  that  am 
exprefs  defignation,  or  fetting  apart,  pre* 
ceded  the  afTumpcion  of  minifterial  powers ; 
and  from  various  parts  of  the  epiftles  we 
difcover,  that  the  cuftpm  of  impartii^ 
the  office  of  Deacon,  Prieft,  or  Biihop^ 
by  the  impoQtion  of  hands,  was  continued 
as  long  as  we  pofTefs  any  infpired  record 
of  the  praAice  of  the  primitive  churchy 
It  is  true,  in  thofe  days  the  extraordinary 
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gifts  of  the  Spirit  of  God  precluded  the 
nccefliry  of  human  learning ;  and  the  li- 
berality and  zeal  of  the  early  converts 
fupplied  the  want  of  a  pecuniary  provifion 
for  thofe  who  watched  over  them  in  the 
Lord  J  for  t  fixed  maintenance  could  not 
be  completely  and  regularly  provided  for 
the  Clergy,  till  the  predided  time  fo  rap- 
turoufly  anticipated  by  prophecy,  when 
**  Kings  and  Queens  were  »  become  the 
**  nurfing  fathers  and  mothers  of  the 
"  Chtirch  of  God/'  The  comfort  arid 
reciprdcal  benefit  of  an  independent  mini- 
ftry,  who  may  fpcak  the  word  of  God 
with'  all  boldnefs,  has  been  difcufled. 
The  utility  and  importance  of  human 
learning  for  expounding  the  truths,  and 
clearing  the  difficulties  of  Scripture,  is  too 
obvious  to  be  difputcd  by  any  but  fana- 
tics, diftempered  by  the  inflated  de- 
ceits of  Ipiritual  pride :  and  iurely  the 
decent  regularity  of  a  prcfcribcd  form, 
dcfftined  to  imprefs  the  mind  of  hinj  who 
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is  thus  awfully  Teparated  from  the  common 
mafs  of  mankindi  muft  be  apparent  to  all 
wha  wifl>  to  be  able  to  confider  previoufly 
what  they  promife  to  perform,  and  to  join 
with  intenie  purpofe  of  rup)>lication  in  the 
petitions  that  arc  to  be  offered  i  which 
cannot  be  the  cafe,  unlefs  fore-hiowledge 
precedes  utterance.  Here  again  we  arc 
called  upon  to  remark  the  moderation  of 
Qur  mother  church,  while  (leering  her 
courfe  between  two  oppofite  errors :  alike 
avoiding  the  floyenly  negligence  which 
difcerns  no  difference  between  facred  and 
profane  fundions,  and  the  idolatrous 
prieftcraft  of  Popery,  who^  as  (he  exalts 
her  miniftcrs  into  infallible  teachers  of 
truth  and  workers  of  miracles,  confift- 
endy.with  her  own  do6krines,  numbers 
the  ceremony  of  their  confecration  among 
her  facraments.  General  readers  may  de- 
rive much  ufeful  information^  refpefting 
the  degrees  and  authority  of  the  Chriftian 
Fricllhood,  from  Nelfon  on  the  Eoih^r 
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Fafts.  Every  member  of  the  Church 
would  do  well  to  fortify  his  mind  againft 
the  errors  of  the  times,  by  acquiring  a 
competent  knowledge  of  his  relative  du- 
ties as  a  member  of  that  fociety  of  which 
Chrift  is  the  head.  The  tenets  iiow  too 
•generally  fcouted,  under  the  opprobrious 
term  of  high-church  dodbrines,  would  Be 
found  fafe  prefervatives  from  that  pre- 
dicted **  gainfaying  of  Korah,"  which 
has  fo  long  difturbed  the  peace  of  the 
Chriftian  world. 

We  have  now  briefly  reviewed  the  offices 
of  our  Church,  except  five  fervices  for 
particular  days.  To  the  firft  day  of  Lent 
a  folemn  form  of  humiliation  is  appoint* 
cd,  preceded  by  denunciations  of  God*s 
vengeance  againft  impenitent  finnersj 
repeated  verbatim  from  fcripturc,  and 
introduced  by  an  explanation  of  the  de(ign 
of  the  ceremony  j  namely,  "  that  the  cori* 
"  grcgatbn,  being  admoniflicd  of  the 
**  great  indignation  of  God  againft  fm« 
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^  ncrs,  may  the. rather  benipvecl  to  ear- 
**  ncfl  and  true  repentance."  This  fcr- 
vice  has  been  flanderogfly  n^mcd  curfing 
our  neighbour.  Reading  tbe^imprecatory 
pfahns,  or  the  27  th  chapter  of  Peutera- 
nomy,  from  whence  this  part  of  the  fcr- 
vice  is  ukep,  as  juftly  defcrves  fuch  A 
cenfure ;  which,  on  the  fame  forced  anfl 
faftidious  pretence,  might  induce  us  to 
pals  over  all  moral  prohibitions  of  the 
New  Teftamcnt,  left  fome  individual  of- 
fender (hould  rufl)  to  our  minds,  when  wc 
read  over  the  black  catalogue  o^  crimes 
iBrfiich  &t  Paul  aflures  us  will  prevent  oiv 
inheriting  the  kingdoijn  of  God. 

Three  great  national  events  ar^  made 
the  diftinft  fubjeds  of  folemn  commemo- 
ration. The  deliverance  of.  the  three 
eftates,  aiiembled  in  Parliament,  from  jx 
ferocious  cpnfpiracy,  intended  to  reftore 
the  horrors  of  papal  tyranny  and  fuperr 
ftitioq,  formed  a  fubjedl  pf  devout  exul- 
tation to  our  apc^ttorsj  ^vi^o  rt;n^.qi^rad 
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the  blazing  piles  of  Smithfietd,  and  ab- 
horred the  idolatrous  worlhip  of  die  mafs 
and  crucifix.  In  thofc  times,  they  had  not 
learned  that  "  God  made  men  to  differ*' 
in  their  way  of  worlhip,  or  that  diyerfity 
of  religions  was  of  no  confequence.  A 
fiibfequent  deliverance  from  the  fame  enc* 
tny,  and  the  eftkblifhment  of  regal  power 
upon  a  nK)re  defined  and  circumfcribedy  yet 
Jecurer  bafis,  excited  the  devout  gratitude 
of  the  fucceeding  age;  who,  in  the  land** 
ing  of  the  "  hero  William,*'  on  the  fame 
d^y  as  **  quenched  the  fiery  mine,  and 
**  ftiird  the  tempeft  under-ground,"  <fif- 
covered  the  fame  providence  which  had 
preferved  our  Sion  from  all  her  enemies^ 
and  fruftrated  their  devices. 

The  murder  of  a  religious  and  well- 
principled  (if  ill  advifed)  Prince  upoa 
•  the  4caffold*,  by  a  party  who  had  over* 

turned 

•  An  exceDent  Sermon  by  Bifliop  Benfoiti  lUts  lately 
'tieen  republiflied  by  ftiviugcoi),  ani  u  well  worthy 

the 
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.turned  tte  civW  and  religiotis  eonftitution 
of  the  kingdom^  fawn  the  feeds  of  difcord 
-in  the  courts  of  the  Lord's  houie>  and 
broken  the  bands  of  that  juftice  which 
•drey  pretended  to  revere,  was  conHdered 
asa^^  national  difp-ace  by  all  ranks  of 
people,  as  foon  as  the  phrcnzy  raifed  by 
the  cry  of  King  Jeftis,  and.  the  vifiojiary 
dreams  of  a  Utopian  repuUic,  had  fuU- 
'  fided  into  the  chilling  conviAions  -of 
fbame  and  folly.  Let  us  hope,  that  ihe 
erafure  of  thcfe  reminifcentiee  from  ow 
ca)ejidar  is  y^t  diftant.  The  mementos 
of  the  malevolence  of  our  two  antieiK 
enemies  fhould  not  be  fwept  from  the 
public  mind,  while  indifference  to  an  cft^ 
blilhment  which  neither  ihndiBes  murder, 
nor  authorizes  rebellto^iis  taught  as  a  liberal 
rudiment  of  enlarged  education.     The 

creft- 

the  attention  of  all  who  wlfli  to  form  a  right  judg* 
.  ment  of  the  oalamitous  events  whi<^  precede4ai\d 
followed  the  atroeious  murder  of  King  Chariet  tht 
Pirft, 
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cneft-falkn  hierarchy^  of  Rome  iwftj,  net 
be  infuked  in  this  day  of  their^^n^* 
ationi  but  as  we  have  fcen>  thae  what 
again  appeared  '^  like  the  deadly  wound 
/'  of  5Jit  bead"  has  been,  healed,  and  its 
temp^l^(jinnihil^oA  Jujpendedi    by   its 
unionbufflll^ffipQftacy  and  infidelity,   wc 
(hould  be. ft0\^(l,  that  die  lpiritual/pfe« 
tcnfions  tjtf^lhej  papacy  arc  lowered,  and 
,  fhjat  it  ha$  rnounecd  its  fyftem  of  pcrfl-( 
dious  hoftility,  brfctl-e  we  again  leave  them 
at  liberty  to  (harpefi  their  blunted  weajK^ns 
.of  offence.    And  wet  Ihould  alfo  know, 
(joxti  inconteftable  evidence,  tfiat  the  at- 
rtachment  of  Calvinifm  to  the  limited  mo- 
nafchy  of  diis  realm,  proceeds  from  moi*e 
than  regard  to  expediency,  or  j^ferttment 
athavin^been  deceived,  by  thofe  airy  vows 
to  liberty,  whicha  .fortunitcf  marauder 
4png  finccgave  to :  the^ winds j.fe^ToftMte 
4^aj[jperipit  bcr^lp  ftand['(aftvlh«  demands 
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ix>  do)  by  die  fide  of  £pifcopaqr>  lu  a  twm 
fi^>poiter  of  the  Englifli  throne*, 

Another  fervice  was  appointed^  to 
welcome  the  Fe*eftabli(hnnent  of  regal  and 
eccleiiaftical  authority  upon  ^^^^  «nticnt 
ibafis.  The  manners  of  rfie  prilfct  c  dcr 
whofe  reign  this  was  accomidiOiedy  have 
^ven  occafion  to  manf  j  ^befUe  the  cham- 
pions of  Teptiblicaniforu  to  doubt  whether 
Ac  Reftoration  of  :riieibcand  Charks  was 
indeed  a  blefling.  The  evils  .which  his 
admioiftration  and  debaucheries  intro- 
duced have  paffed  a^vray  -,  the  good  which 
his  seftoration  confirmed  Aill  remains. 
The  AatioD  welcomed  the  frep^p^g  fon 
^fthfjr  murdered  Prince  with  frantic  rap- 
ture^ and>  as  was  natural^  rufbed  from  the 
extremes  of  four  grimace  and  infolent 
pertinacity^  to  licentiouis  gaiety  and  fawn- 
ingobjequioufnefs.   Rebellion  was  chang- 

•  The  author  «llnd«t  to  the  attempts  to  abolifii 
0e  Tell  and  Corporatkin  AOs  ia  Bngkad. 
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^to  ftrvllky;  prof^ncnefe  occupied  A* 
place  of  hypocrify  i  arbitrary  (ncifqrc^  <m 
chc  part  of  the  courti  rendered  the  nccct 
fity  of  a  better  check  in  the  conlHtUtloii 
apparent;  and  this  happy,  alteration, 
Icnowfa  by  the  name  of  tlie  Revolutfon^ 
was  appointed  i6  be  commemorated  bf 
cthofe  additional  prayers  and  praifes  to 
"^^  Htm  who  reigoetli,  be  the  earth  ever 
^  fo  unquiet,"  on  which  we  have  before 
femarked,  in  treating  of  the  fervice  for 
the  fifth  of  November,  Xet  our  enemies 
exj^in,  on  what  grounds  diey  can  pretend 
to  charge  a  church  with  fandioning  arbi«- 
trary  power,  that  has  thus  folemnly  aflcrtecf 
the  expedience  of  fober  and  judicious  re- 
iiftance  to  tyrannical  and  unconftitutional 
meafures.  She  who  bleffes  God  for  a  de^ 
iiverance  froni  arbitrary  power  cannot  be  k 
4prcacher  of  the  doftrine  of  paflivc  obedi« 
::cnpe;  though,  with  true  Chriftian  piety  and 
icfouod  politicai  wifdom,  fljc  refers  fcveiy 
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mietMLordiMty  event,  whether  humiludiig 
*)r  joyful^  nat  to  the  agency  of  man,  bi* 
to  the  over-niUng  will  of  God,and  founcte 
iObedience  ^to  £.ing&  ion  fabmidTion^  to  the 
MoftHigh, 

'The  fifth  office  is  intended  for  thc<day 
^11  which  the  reigning  Sovereign  afcenck 
the  throne  of  Jiis  anqeftors.  We>  »iwho 
have  been  fo  long  bl^ed.  with  die  paternd 
fway  of  a  mild  and  virtuous  monarch, 
xnuft  join  in  this  fcrvice  withfentimencs  of 
peculiar  gratitude ;  for  we  jrluft  ardently 
Implore  the  prolongation  of  his  valuable 
^  life,  and  ;that  he  may  be  protefted  from 
^very  foreign  and  domeftic  enemy.  But 
this  form  of  prayer  is  not  of  fiich  a  limit- 
ed and  local  nature,  as  to  depend  upon 
the  perfonal  virtues  of  the  fovereign  for 
its  propriety.  A  regular  government  is 
a  blefling ;  it  is  a  blefling  to  be  under  the 
protection  of  wife  and  beneficent  laws  $  it 
is  a  4;>kfling  to  enjoy  perfonal  fecurity,  to 
%  jpofiefs 
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poflefs  political  rights,  and  to  jif^ve  full 
power  over  our  lavvful  property^  or  honefl: , 
eerninigs;   "  to   fit  tinder  our  own  vine, 
•*  and  to  pluck  the  fruit  of  our  own  fig- 
"  trfee.";    By  commemorating  the  acceC- 
fion  of  a  limited  monarch,  we  hail  the 
confirmation  which  thofe  bleflings  derive 
from  the  renewal  of  that  regular  adrnini- 
(Vationi     In  praying  for  the  duration  of 
the  prefent  royal  race,  we  pray  againft 
anarchy*  and  Gonfufion,  and  all  the  eyik 
rijat  attend  revqlutionary  interruptions  of 
the  fu^ceffioni  ^nd  the  infirm  and  caprU 
cious  goveirnment  of  a  new  dytiafty  ^ith  a** 
doubtful  tide  to  fovereignty.    The  Church 
of  England  is  too  fenfible  of  her  heavenly-* 
truft,  to  adopt  the  mean  adulation  which  * 
alpiring  iefts  pour  into  the  greedy  ear  of* 
ufurped  or  dubious  greatnefs,  to  gain  the* 
long-defired,  long-envied  iupremacy.    An 
eftablilhed  religion  has  nothing  more  t6 
afk  from  the  (late,  and  readily  acquiefces 
03  ia 
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in  the  modcft  dignified  obedience  of  jt 
c6ntented  fubjeft.  The  fawning  whine 
of  the  fycophant,  or  the  bafe  arts  of  thf 
Have,  would  degrade  the  purity  of  re- 
fpedful  loyalty.  She  render?  to  her 
Csefars  the  tribute  and  the  honour  which 
are  their  due.  She  calls  them  graciow 
and  excellent ;  and  fhe  has  fcripture  od 
her  fide,  when  fhe  addrefles  perfons  of 
high  eminence  in  terms  of  refpeft  and 
honour*  j  but  fhe  confiders  even  her  pre*^ 
fent  beloved  and  venerable  King  as  mod 
honoured  by  the  title  of  **  the  fervant  of 
"  God/'  She  requefts  "  that  he  may  be 
*'  endued  with  wifdom  and  ftrengthj  that 
**  juftice,  truth,  holinefs,  and  peace,  and 
•♦  all  other  Chriftian  virtues,  may  fleurifti 
**  In  his  days."  She  implores  Heaven  • 
**  that  he  may  rightly  difcharge  his  high 

♦Sec  A6ls,    26th  chapter,  25th'  vcrfe;  Luke^  , 
tft  chapter,  3d  vexfe, 

;  "  duty- 
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^  duty,  and  tfiat  the  vmk  of  <jod  njay 
^  profper  in  his  hand  j"  and  flic  eam^y 
fupplicates  for  that  umi;y  of  '*  mind>and 
**  doftrine*'  wWch  the  Pfince  of  Peace 
fo  ftrongljr  enjoined.  She  req^uefts>,  '^  that 
^  all  her  members  may  obey  their  King 
"  cheerfully  and  willin^y,  for  confciencf 
*^  fakev"  and  thus,,  dividing,  her  aiten-^ 
tion  between  the  fafety,  honour^  and  wd^ 
fare  of  rfie  prince,  and  the  happineft  pf 
the  fubje61:,^  (he  implores  for  the  om 
**  immortal  life  after  a  long  and  prof^ 
"  perous  reign,"  and  for  the  other  every 
bkfling  that  religious  peace  and  virtue 
can  bcftow.  Though  worldly  profpcrity 
may  refult  ftom  the  fiicccfsful  machina- 
tions of  craoked  policy,  immortal  life  can 
only  be  given  to  fincere  worftiippers  and 
faithful  fervants  of  God.  It  will  be 
difficult  in  thefe,  or  any  other  addre0es 
of  our  Church,  to  trace  that  fervilc  fpirit 
of  adulation^  that  pai&vc  fubmiflion  to* 
o  4  mere 
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mere  domination,  with  which  our  a»mies 
r^roach  us*. 

•We  will  now  paufe.  The  importance 
of  religion  to  every  human  charafter  is 
^nerally  acknowledged}  the  peculiar 
comfort' and  Tupport  which  it  affords  to 
oar  fex  is  equally  indifputable  ;  the  obli- 
gatioh  to  Ghriftian  vnity,  and  commu- 
nion of  worlhip,  is  plainly  aflerted  in 
Scripture  J  it  remains  therefore  to  inquire, 
t»  what  fociety  do  we  belong  ?  If  we  have 
been  baptized  into  thc^eftablilhed  Church, 
our  choice  was  iiecided  by  that  aft  in  oup 
infiuieyj  for  unlcfs  we  are  convinced  that 

•  I  have  nw  hetn  liAc  to  find,  in  onr  nto^ 
mprc  than  one  epithet  that  can  be  conftraed  into  a 
pwfonal  compliment  to  a  fovereign,  and  that  is 
"  religipus"  in  the  prayer  for  the  high  court  of 
parliament!  In  the  prefent  reign,  every  one  will 
aAnowledge  its  peculiar  appropriatenefs  j  yet  it, 
4enns  only  generally  dcfigncd  to  denote  profeffing 
Clvdffianitjr, 

'  flic 
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&€  is  unfcripturil>  we  cannot  w^»^  from 
her  pale  and  be  guihkjs.  We  have  ex- 
amined her  doftrine?,  as  contrafted  with 
the  oppofite  tenets  of  her  moft  conJpicu- 
ous  opponents  j  and,  from  their  yet  more 
marked  diffimilarity  to  each  other,  wc 
have  feen,  that,  fd  far  from  promoting  the 
caufe  of  union,  the  deftruftion  of  our 
hierarchy  would  deftroy  that  rallying  point 
at  which  we  truft  contending  parties  may 
one  day  meet :  her  prefervation,  therefore,  > 
Ought  to  be  the  wifli  of  all  who  reafly 
pray  for  the  peace  of  the  Chriftian  world/ 
In  a  fecondary,  but  not  unimpoi*tant" 
point  of  view,  we  have  confidered  the  ef- 
tabliflament,  not  only  as  being  a  faithful  ex-  - 
pounder  of  the  word  of  God,  but  as  ac- 
commodating herlelf  to  the  charafter  and 
habits  of  fociety,  efpecially  to  the  confti- 
tiition  and  fentiments  of  this  nation;  her 
claims  to  our  preference,  confequently^ 
ftand  upon  very  high  grcJund.  Sfidi  is 
0-5  fandlioncd 
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fanftiOHcd  by  the  word  of  God,  and  fiip-^ 
ported  by  the  laws  of  the  realm,  general 
advantage,  and  individual  feeling.  A. 
willing  obedience  to  wife  and  falutary  in- 
iHtutions,  is  the  noblefl  and  the  happiefi 
ufe  that  we  can  make  of  the  liberty  of 
choice,  of  which  we  are  fojuftly  tenacious, 
ip  the  .ark  which  refts  on  the  fure  promifei 
of  God,  we  fliall  be  preferved  from  being 
toffed  about  "  with  every  wind  of  doc- 
"  trine-/'  avaft  advantage  in  times  like 
tjhe  prefent.  But  let  us  not  attribute  K^ 
cur  church  the  taliftnanical  powers  of  ao 
impenetrable/tf»^/^r)r.  The  pureft  confti- 
tuted  fociety  cannot  bellow  impeecabilit]|( 
on  Its  individual  mennhers-  Many  who 
drank  inftruftion  at  the  fountain  of  all 
truth,  and  received  the  wcffds  of  life  from 
the  lips  of  the  Son  of  God,  ,will>  we  art 
affured  by  indubitable  teftimony,  be  com* 
manded  at  the  lad  day  to  **  depart  as 
."  workers  of  incjuity."    Satan  ftill  coo* 

imuKi 


y  Google 


299 

tuiues  to  range  to  and  fro  through  the 
carthi  feeking  to  accufe  the  brethren  j  and 
no  Xeverer  charge  can  he  bring  againft 
them,  than  that  they  have  neglcdted  to  un- 
prove  thofe  means  of  grace  Dirhich  have> 
been  amply  afforded  them* 

The  fruit  of  right  principles  is  a  life  of 
piety  and  virtue.  Chriftianity  is  the  leavea 
vhich  imparts  its   fanftifying  energy,  to: 
every  action  of  this  probationary  exift^ 
cncc..    No  requircidduty  is  too  humble 
ta  be   precluded . from  intermixing  with' 
evangelical  graces, .  The  cup  of  cold  wa- 
ter, kindly  and  devoutly  offered  to  -the 
Airfty  lip  of  want,  will,  like  the  widow's- 
mite,  bc.meafured  by  the  ability,  and  in- 
UntioQ  of  the  giver ;  while  the  pdmpous 
alms  of  oftcntation  will  receive  their  re- 
Ward  :  in  that  praiie  of  mren'  wliich*  they  • 
{ought  to  obtain; . 

.  We  will)  in-my  nexrlctter,  difcufs  thore. 

amiable  virtues  of  womanhood  which  fiow> 

o  &  fronr^^* 
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{tortij  and  are  fanftioncd  by,  a  (pint  of 
true  religion.  The  fhort  remains  of  the 
prefenc  epiftfe  Ihall  be  devbtcd  to  a  coiw 
fideratbn,  which  ought  never  to  be  ba* 
nillied  from  theological  controverfy  i  I 
TCitznChriftiany  notpbild/dpbifiicallibtr^litY^ 
As  the  latter  holds  all  forms  of  faith  in- 
different, the  former  determines  that  i?  wtf 
Would  work  out  our  own  fal vation  We  'muftr 
riot  reft  in  form.  As  the  latter  conceives 
difputation  to  mean  the  aft  of  eliabliflbing' 
your  own  importailce  by  the  defeat  of 
your  adverlary,  the  former  feparates  the 
caufe  from' the /advocate,  and  mingle* 
companion  iqt  deceivers,,  with  abhorrence 
of  deception*.  With  one>  all  means  are* 
^  '.   '    '  lawfuJ 

.  *  't  '^f^!^^  ^^^  ^^  ^  fellowfhip  with  Bfi- 
•♦  iial,"  fays  the  feraphk  Taylor  in  his  Life  of 
Chrift;  *'  yet  the  conlideration  of  the  crime  of 
•*  herefy,  which  is  a  fpiritual  wickednefi,  is  to  be 
•*  fepaifated  from  the  perfon  of  the  heretic,  vAo  » 
«*  material;"  page  i88.    He  procceda  toftatcthe 

ilangejr 
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kwful  riiat  fecure' conqueflf;  with  iHi& 
other,,  truth  irfeif  tntift  not  be  defended/ 
bfy  unwarrantable  naeajfiires- 

Again^ 

danger>.to^we^  inai(b»<  of  coayer&g  with  fubtle 
heretics ;  and>  qnouAg  the  ftory  of  St.  John  and  Ce-» 
nnthus  from  Ireo3&u^>  cpnimends  the  apofUe  in  fuch; 
an  extreme  qaife^  but  cautions  us  againfl  feverity  of 
jiidgment  on  JUght  grounds.  The  name  of  Bifliop 
Taylor  having  been  mentioned,  it  may.  not  be-  im- 
proper to  obfervey.  that  though  his  fervent  pidty^ 
a&ing  upon,  a  lively  and  brilliant  unag^nation*  fome^: 
times  tranfports  him  into  the  bounds  of  mydicifixi^ 
and  fancy,  yet  he  appears  .rather  ivnclii^d  to  afcetic 
iban  puritanic  errors.  He  borrows  his  illuflrations 
fcom  pagan  hiftory,  or  popifh  mar^rrologiesr  On 
ihe  difputed  poiitts  >of  do£trine>  he  appears  jUaidily 
in  oppc^tion  to  Calvin's  diflinguifhing  tenets.  He 
was  himfelf  a  prelate,  and  a  found  friend  to  eplfco- 
pacy.  He  determines  predeftioation  to  be  "  God's 
**  great  fecret,  not  to  be  inquired  into  curioufly  ;'* 
(ibid,  page  313.)  His  opinion  of  original  fin  has 
been  already  noticed.  In  oppofition  to  the  doflrine 
of  afToraace  or  certainty  of  faivation,  he  quotes  the 
ftrong  cafe  of  Jadas^  to  whom  a  throne  in  Heaven,^ 
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Again  let  nyt  repeat^  diat  a$  there  ^re 

offenders  under  the  old  Uw>  and  yet  the 

law  was  «  holy,  jufb,  andgpodi"  fo  in  the 

fiureft  congregation  in  point  of*  doftrine, 

there  may  be  the  moft  corrupt  and  barren 

members.    Our  church  urges  no  general  or 

particular  claims  to  infallibility.    She  is  a 

^'  congregation  of  faithful  men,  in  which 

*  the  pjure  word  of  God  is.preached>.and 

*  f  the  facraments  duly  miniftered  accord* 

^f  ing  to  Chrift's  or^ance^  in  aU  things 

"  that   of  neceflity  arc  -  requifite  *  to  the* 

'*  fame*.?     But "  as  no  congregation  can^ 

**  be  affembledin  unity  of  .worflMp>  with- 

*^  out  many  previous  form*  and .  binding » 

"  rules^  not  abfolutcly pre&ribed  by  fcrip^  - 

^^  ture,** 

and  the  jttdgoment  of  ia  tribe>.  .were  prmniftd.  la. 
oppdicion  to  the  dodiine .jof  invincible  grace,  fee* 
page  2 1 6..  Thefe xeferenceg  are  enoogl^  to  dij^rove« 
what  fome  of  our.  opponents  would  per/uade  the  uii«. 
informed  to  believe,  that  this  grpttinminary  of  oiic^ 
church  was  a  Calvinift.. 
^  •  Article  igth. 
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•*  ture*,*^  it  follows,  that  as  what  »Hu^ 
man  muft  be  imperfedt, .  there  will  be 
fi>me  defers  in  the  conftitution  of  the  fo^ 
ciety,  as  well  as  faults  in  the  practice  of  its 
members.  Allowing  that  thofe  who  feek 
to  remedy  thefe  errors  are  really  influenced 
by  finglenefs  of  heart,  thefe  icnoi^tora 
are  ilill  not  angels^  but  men,  finite  be;> 
ings,  not  guided  by  the  unerring  wi(clon^ 
of  Godi.  W  hoe ver  knows  the  world,  will 
confefs  that  more  mifchief  is  done  by  dp^ 
fcftive  judgement,  than  by  positive  de^* 
pravity.  The  wifdom  of  pad  ages  haa 
ercfted  for  us  a  noble  pile,,  under  which 
we  may  lofely  (hdten  Its  arcbitefture  is 
conftruftcdby  thofe  cftablifted  rules  which 
cnfurc  beauty,  ftrcngth,  Gonyenicncc,  and 
durability.  In  the  ornamenta^the  builders 
have  fomcwhat  indulged  their  fancy  j  and 
negledl  has  not  only  obliterated  fome  of 
its  cxquifitc  carvings,  but  the  injuries  that 
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ir  has  received  from  external  violence 
make  it  neceflary  to  repair  its  parapets, 
and  to  ftrengthen  its  walls  with  additional 
buttrefles.  Yet  all  who  feel  the  comfort- 
able proteftion  of  this  venerable  fanftuary, 
will  equally  guard  againft  the  admiflion  of' 
iiew  and  fantaftical  embellilhments  on  the 
one  hand,  and  thofe  retrenchments  that 
would  eventually  weaken  the  building  on 
tfie other;  even  though  they  were  recom- 
mended by  the  plea  of  rendering  it  more  * 
light  'and  airy^  and  better  adapted  to  the 
prefect  times*  '  The  errors  and  the  per- 
tinacity of  the  papacy  impojed  an  awful 
reffonftbility  on  our  anceftors.  Blefled  be 
God  !  we  are  not  called  upon  to  build  2l  . 
church,  but  to  defend  one.  Let  us  fight 
her  battks  with  the  holy  weapons  of  Chrif- 
tian  charity,  and  endeavour  by  the  liveli- 
nefs  of  our  faith,  and  the  innocency  of  our 
lives,  to  prevent  her  from  becoming  that 
adulterous  an^  bajrr^R  fpoufe,  who  fhall 
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be  finally  repudiated  by  her  lorig-fuflferirig; 
but  righteous  Lord. 

While  one  d«fcription  of  our  adverfe-.  ^ 
ries  accufcs  us  for  neglefting  morals,  an* 
other  charges  us  with  being  cold  fomnaK- 
ifts,  and  dependers  upon  our  own  righte- 
oufnefs.     I  truft  thefe  eenfures  are,  ge^ 
nerally  fpeaking^  unjuft.     But  the  appeal 
muft  be  made  to  the  Searcher  of  helrtsr^- 
not  to  the  partial  Ibort-fighted  judgement 
of  man*     Much  induftry  has  of  fete  beea 
ufed>  in  obtruding  upon  popular  atten- 
tion, the  biographical  charaifters  of  fchif- 
matics  and  non-conformifts.     I  mean  not. 
to  queftk)n  the  verity  of  the  high  qualifi- 
cations afcribed  to  them.     1  fincerely  with 
their  virtues  may  be  fuch  as  will  ftand  the- 
fcnitiny'  of  the  great  audiL      But  as  a. 
warning  to  others  I  muft  remark,  that  the: 
diftinguifhing  feature  of  their  charaftcrs,. 
which  feems  to  be  the  reafon  for  giving 
th^m  this  celebrity,  waS  a  faulp  or  a  misf- 
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While  their  diflent  from  the  eftabKfhment 
is  placed  in  the  moft  promineot  point  of 
\WHi  are  we  uncandid  in  fu^eAing  that 
tilde  worthies  are  not  removed  from  "  the 
•*  cool  fcqueftered  vale  of  life/*  and  held 
up  to  public  eftimation,  ta  recommend 
the  pra&rce  of Chriftiaa  or  donaeftic  duty  ^ 
but  to  give  a  preponderance  to  the  partj^ 
whkk  they  eipoufed^  and  to  feduce  thofc. 
l^  txainplej  who  cannot  be  convinced  by^ 
argoment  ?  The  true  method^of  parrying 
fii^  afTaults  isj^  not  to  rake  into  the  fecrets. 
of  private  families  for  petty  anecdotes  of 
deta"aftion.3  but  to  remember,  that  wo: 
alfi)  are  inhabitants  of  *'  a  city  that  isfrt 
on  a  bill  and  cannot  be  hsd**^  Thou]^  we 
arfe  forbidden  to  **  do  our.  gopd  works'* 
purpofely  "  to  be-  fecn  of  men,*'  or  to 
look  to  the  praife  of  our  fellow-mortals  as 
an  adequate  ^v\djuiftantiahrt9fzxd ;  yet  we 
are  conuxianded.  to. avoid  all  occafion  of 
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Tcprpach,  and  to  "  let  our  Kght  fliinc  b^ 
•*  foremen,  that  they  may  fee  our  good 
•*  works,  and  glorify  our  Father  whoU 
''  in  Heaven/' 

But  if  the  force  of xiur  arguments,  or 
the  ian&ity  of  our'nianners  (which  ar^i 
the  true  ChriiUan  weapons  of  controverfy)> 
will  ndt  avail  to  enlarge  the  courts  of  th« 
daughter  of  Sion,  we  muft  not  adopt  th# 
Satanical  warfare>  of  unjuft  coercion  or 
illiberal  invedive.  You  are  not  compelled 
to  embrace  the  fcrupleaand  conceits  of 
your  neighbours,  to  whom  you  are  required 
to  render  all  the  common  offices  of  gene- 
rtJ  benevolence  or  particular  good-wilL 
Though  the  abfurd  or  vicious  confe- 
queuces  of  their  fingularities  of  opinioa 
inay  ftrike  you  forcibly,  their  intelteftual 
perception  nnay  be  too  indiflduft  to  dif- 
cover  their  own  back-ffidings  i  and  thus,^ 
what  in  you  would  b^Jin,  may  in  them  be^ 
only  error^    To  conclude :.  let  us  he  elpc^ 
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cially  careful,  never  to  render  railing  for 
railing,    nor   to    charge  our  adverfaries- 
felfely,  nor  to  transfer  the  fayings^r  vices, 
of  any  individual  to  the  whole  party  to 
which  he  belongs.     To  ufe  the  words  of 
an  eminent  ornament  and  champion  o^ 
our    church,.  "As  we  know  not  what^ 
*<  degrees    of    incredulity    will,  exclude^ 
♦^  men  from  EFeaven,  let  not  Chriftian ' 
•^  zeal  overthrow  Chriftian  charity.     The- 
"  Searcher  of  Hearts   atone  knows  the* 
**  circumftanees  which  may  ditnmifli  the: 
^^  guilt  of  infidelity;  and  to  his  unCove*- 
^*  nanted  mercies  let  us  leave  the  rejeft^i^ 
<*  of  his  revelation,  and  the  impenitent 
"  breaker  of  his  laws  *.'* 
^,    1  remain,,  my  dear  Mils  M-. — — ,  &c, 

*  Biihop  of  Xiincoh^H  Elements  of  Theology. . 
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I.ETTER  IX. 

OntJkyirttas  more  ef^eciaUjfemmm. 

'      mt  DEAR  MISS  M , 

4T  has  c^ten.  been  obfervedj  thatpriiv* 
ciple  fpeak?  10  pradice  j  right^oBiaiJ:u^^, 
/aithfully  ac^h^red  to^  will  oper^CQ*  M^^^T^ 
tuous  and  ftcady  conduAi  otherwife  tbfjr 
jnuft  increafe  the  conJemnation  anciicoi^ 
iirm  the  mifery  of  the  mind  thap  Hygs  at 
variance  with  its  own  dctcroiir^op^ji^fljl 
fuflfcrs  its  judgement  to  fatiri^^i|<;^^^ions. 
If  we  look  at  the  general  j  Hiaoners  m 
the  age,  and  particularly  of  o^r  owii.fex, 
fmcejxed  religious  principlcS|  werp  vQtf d 
to  be  the  cumbrous  brpca<^  9^^PSiS^ 
Wgptry  9  m  mwft  ackaowkdge>  jha^jfjj- 
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difference  has  drefled  out  the  world  in  |. 
very  airy  fummer  fuit  of  changeable  levity. 
Novelty  prefcribes  the  mode  which  neglir 
gence  adopts  5  and  provided  there  be  but 
a  change,  no  matter  whether  we  vary  fron) 
bad  to  good,  or  from  bad  to  worfe,  Wc 
plume  ourfelves  on  having  renounced  th< 
ftubborn  pertinacity  of  our  anceftors  i  but, 
alas  !  our  attacHnient  to  our-new  cu():om$» 
new  difiiovef ies,  new  virtues,  and  new  re- 
ligions (don't  fmile  at  xt)ly  fuppofed  mif- 
•take  J  wrtuei  and  religions  now  Iprout  like 
itiulhrooms,  arid  are  of  as  equivocal  a  ge- 
fieriuion),  makes  up  in  warmth,  what  if 
wants*  in  duration  5  and  thus,  like  Dryden's 
Zlmriy  we  continue 

*«  SdfFitt  opinions,  always  in  the  wrong; 
^      •*  Etery  thing  by  ftarcs,  and  nothing  long,** 

To  commence  bur  obfervations  with 
Ac  Cardinal  virtue  of  our  fex.  General 
ttpihkin  has  undergone  an  amsizing  change 
widim)ifew  yearb  on  the  lubjfdt  of  chaf- 
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tity :  I  do  not  fpcak  of  thofe  who  hare 
really  vidlated  her  laws,  but  of  the  indif- 
ference or  pfla)rful  farcafnn  with  which  un- 
tainted charafters  fpealc  of  die  moft  lla* 
grant  derelidions  of  decorum.  I  am  not 
one  of  thofe  rigid  cenfors,  who  would  biw 
^ui  unhappy  woman's  return  to  virtue,  by 
excluding  her  from  every  cheering  piof^ 
*pea  of  compaflfion  and  liope.  The  pu- 
iiifhmentof  culprits  fhould  dn  this,  as  in 
ncvery  other  inftance,  be  determined  by 
what  is  due  to  the  unoffending  part  of  fo- 
ciety.  It  was  formerly  thought,  that  with 
refpcft  to  women,  a  forfeited  replitation 
in  this  particular  could  never  be  regained. 
It  was  not  from  enmity  to  real  penitence^ 
-but  from  an  anxiety  to  pr6fefve  innocence, 
that  a  woma^n  was  foppofed  to  have  fo 
far  degraded  herfelf  by  unchaftity,  as  to 
be  rendered  incapable  of  ever  more  filling 
fccr  fornfter  tank  in  fociety.  To  hide 
^iterfelf  from  the  wbrid,  or  to- f^  io  ibme 
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jpot  >eh€rc  ber  fha^me  was  unkfiown,  ufed 
to  be  the  wifh  of  lumiblcdi  but  not  aban- 
doned &ailty;  and  white  her  weeping 
companions  pitied  her  forrow,  they  were 
rouIe4  t>y  .^  difgrace  to  more  y igtlant 
cij'ctimipic^on ;  and  thos  ;th0  mournful 
*:€On(equenQ€|s  of  one  fedu&ion  pritv^nGod 

toany.  : 

How  pathetically,  and  with  what  deli- 
/catc  i:efi^ft  to  the  charinefs  of  female  re- 
•p!uq^^t)£  ha&  Shenftone  pourtrayed  his 
lovely,  :deluded,  and  repentant  JdTy  I  She 
is,  indeed^  die  artlcfs  maid,  **fuftain^d 
**  by  virtue,  but  fubdued  by  love.*'  She 
^alls,  as  a  really  ipno^ent  girl  is  moft 
liif^dY:  ]to.  fall,  no^  by  tl>€  .temptation  t>f 
Yaffi%^^yarif9,  or  ambition  -^  but  by  the 
f^cfjre  of  f^ipoving  from  t^ie  mind  of  thp 
^^eV>ve4jiobjej5t„  ^r  afFefted  fcorn,  a,rtful 
.^[ '  doubts,  apji  pretended  rage;"  She  will 
^r^tyificp  herXcjf^jfaj}ier.:^han;  fu 
3ift&4iQiJs.^d«f%  to^f^pcft^the^^  flf 
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her  affeftioh.  The  facrificc  is  made,  and 
iht  becomes,  not  as  a  poet  would  no\ir 
paint  her,  mbre  interefting,  more  adaia^^ 
blc,  by  her  credulity  ;  *^  but,  fcorn'd  by 
^  virtue,  ftigmatiz'd  by  fame,"  and  com- 
pelled to  fly  from  a  deriding  world,  (he 
implores  the  compafSon  of  the  traitor  by 
whom  (he  had  been  undone.  But  what, 
fhall  we  aflc,  is  the  purport  of  her  appeal  ? 
Is  it  to  call  upon  him  to  fulfil  the  pro- 
mife  which  enfnared  her  weaknefs,  or  to 
threaten  him  with  public  punifhment  ? 
Does  an  cbjlreferous  abujive  father  accom- 
pany the  vindicative  offender  j  propofing, 
by  his  overwhelming  infolence,  to  found 
^e  futiire  aggrandifement  of  his  family  on 
his  daughter's  Ihame?  No,  the  dejefted 
Jefly,  <ieeply  confcious  that  Henry's  arts 
could  not  have  completed  her  ruin  had 
not  her  treacherous  heart  been  his  ally, 
comes,  without  thofe  whofe  cheeks  (he 
had  tinged  with  (hame,  to  folicit  fuch 
TOL.  II,  p  a  pittance 
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Z  pittance  as  might  prefcrvc  her  from 
mingling  in  "  the  vulgar  crew,"  or  b^- 
ging  "  her  fcanty  bread/'  and  albw  her 
to  hide  her  woes  in  fomc  remote  corner, 
where,  **  banilh'd  from  the  form  Ihe 
^'  lov-'d,  her  weeping  virtue  would  rclaplf 
"  no  more/*  With  a  delicacy  of  fenti- 
ment  which  gould  only  cuter  into  the 
sfiofi.  refined  imagination,  Ihe  appeals  to 
no  other  paffion  than  his  pity.  The  name 
of  wife,  which  fome  artful  female  might 
endeavour  to  acquire,  would,  ftie  juftly 
obferves,  **  neither  footh  her  grief  por 
*'  clear  her  fame /V  fince  it  could  no 
longer  be  the  free  gift  of  generous  love, 
but  the  reluftant  bond  of  reproachful 
compaflion.  With  all  the  mildnefs.  of  ge- 
nuine modefty,  fhe  rather  confiders^  idic 
pangs  that,  her  miferies  may  give  ber 
betrayer,  than  the  woes  which  flie  herfcjf 
endures  5  and  though  every  objeft  that 
ihe  beholds  ipeaks  r^oach  to  her  fuf- 
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ccptiblc  h^art,  and  cells  her,  **  wc  are 
*^  fyotleft,  Jcffyj  wc  are  pure/'  flic 
<iare&  not  afk  for  the  death  for  which  flye 
languiQi€6»  <^  Idft  her  fad  &te  fhoutd  dou* 
^'  ri(h  pai^s  for"  her  ftill  beloved  Henry, 
If  we  form  an  opimon  of  the  prefent 
fiate  of  national  manners  from  the  moft 
favoured  produdions  of  the  theatre^  how 
great  muft  be  our  falling  off;  not  in  wr- 
id  dect^um  indeed,  but  in  what  is  far 
more  important^,  virtuous  principle.  In 
what  we  now  confider  as  the  licentious 
period  of  Britiftr  comedy,  vicious  women 
were  introdtoccd ;  but  it  was  in  the  light 
of  degraded  and  difgufting  objefts.  It  is 
true,  even  the  heroines  often  talked  inde- 
licately I  but  they  always  a£ted  chaftely. 
The  times  were  then  unrefined,  and 
blunt*  coarfencfs  df  expreffion  was  not 

*  Examples  of  what  we  fiiould  now  call  inelegant 
bluntnefx  maj  be.ukea  from  the  ju^y  admifed  letters 
of  Lady  Rftchel  Riiffel.  ><*?>v 

p  2      '■:         \    con- 


y  Google 


315 

confidcrcd  as  an  offence  againfl  morals  br 
manners.  I  am  unwilling  to  admits  that 
the  charafter  of  our  fex  is  really  as  much 
debafed  as  their  theatrical  portrait  per- 
fuades  us  to  fuppofe.  I  rather  hope>  that 
the  magic  of  the  fcenc,  and  theattradtivc 
colourings  of  favourite  aftors,  have  made 
exceptionable  paflfages  pafs  unregarded^ 
and  diverted  the  attention  of  the  audi- 
ence from  the  tendency  of  the  plot,  to 
the  fprightlinefs  of  the  exhibition.  Yet 
i^  is  an  extraordinary  coincidence,  that  in 
the  three  pieces  that  have  been  of  late 
moft  honoured  with  public  favour,  the 
Stranger,  Pizarro,  and  John  Boll,  the 
heroines  are  women  of  loft  charafter*. 
The  firft  of  thefe  plays  has  already  en* 
countered  the  juft  reprehenfions  of  an  ad- 
mirable moraliftf.  I  think  this  Lady 
obferves,    that  Adelaide  was    the    firft 

*  Hie  iame  remade  appBes  to  Lovers*  Vows, 
t  Sec  Mrs.  Mote's  StriSinres  on  EducatioiL 
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adultrcfs  vho  was  ever  exhibited  in  a 
favourable  point  of  view  to  a  Britilh  au- 
dience. It  efcaped  her  recolle6tion  at  the 
moment,  that  Rowe  had  contrived  to 
give  our  fex  an  excellent  leflbn  in  his  hif- 
torical  play  of  Jane  Shore.  But  though 
we  pity  and  forgive  this  real  penitent,  and 
though  fhe  is  by  far  the  mpft  interefting 
charafter  in  this  captivating  tragedy,  we 
return  from  feeing  it  exhibited,  with  very 
different  fentiments  from  thofe  with  which 
we  have  wltneflfed  the  efforts  of  its  German 
copyift.  By  the  one,  virtue  is  confirmed, 
from  feeing  the  prcdiftcd  "  ruin,  reproach, 
^'  and  endlefs  Ihame,"  dreadfully  exem- 
plified; by  the  other,  her  foundation  is 
undermined,  and  conjugal  infidelity  feems 
not  fo  fad  or  fo  irreparable  an  offence ; 
fmce  it  appears  likely  that  Adelaide  and 
her  injured  Lord  will  be  very  happy  after 
all  that  has  pafled. 

?  3  Elvira 
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Elvira,  in  the  play  of  Pizarro,  doc$^ 
not  lay  clainm  to  our  favour  by  even  the  ' 
prttence  of  repentance.  As  a  profeffed 
religionift,  (he  is  perjured ;  as  a  daughter, 
difobedient  j  as  a  woman,  indelicate  j  as 
a  miftrefs,  furious  and  vindiftive.  She 
follows  a  foldicr  of  fortune  in  qucft  of 
adventures  j  her  love,  ftung  by  negleft, 
changes  to  hatred  :  and  fbe  endeavours  to 
inftigate  a  man,  whom  her  gallant  had  in- 
jured, to  commit  the  murder  which  her 
lieart  didtated,  though  her  arm  wanted 
courage  to  perform*  Yet  fhe  is,  after  all, 
a  moft  benevolent  creature,  and  by  much 
the  b,eft  of  the  Chriftian  groupe  in  this 
avowedly  Tagan  compofition.  Cora,  the 
all  attraftive  favage,  only  alludes  to  the 
formep  part  of  her  hiftory  in  this  piece  j 
but  if  we  trace  it  through  the  firft  part  of 
Kotzebue's  Peruvian  Dramas,  we  fhall 
find  her  equally  qualified,  by  liberality  df 
idea,  and  freedom  of  condu6t,  to  fecurc 
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,  At  appkufe  of  a  German  auditory.  I 
muft  felicitate  my  countiy-women  that 
the  Virgin  of  the  Sun,  Stella,  arid  the 
Robbers,  are  ftill  thought  too  ftrong  to  be 
fubmitted  to  the  decifion  of  an  Englifii 
audience  j  the  inference,  that  we  are  lefs 
corrupted  than  our  neighbours,  would? 
prefcnt  fome  confolatory  ideas,  did  not  ^■ 
play  of  native  growth  call  for  fcvere  cafti^- 
gation^ 

The  icduftion  of  Mary  Thornbury,  in' 
|ohn  B=ulF*,  is  fo  unejfential  to  the  plot^. 
that  many  believe  it  was  gratuitoufly  in- 
troduced, to  ^conciliate  the  favour  of  the 
frail  fifterhood,  who  form  fo  numerous^VLud* 
€$n/picuous  a  part  of  the  audience.  A 
broken  contraft  would  have  ferved  the 
atuthor's   ends  quite  as  well  as  perfonal 

*  There  is  fo  much  geauine  humour  in  the  lov/; 
charadcrs  in  thb  play,  that  it  is  mortifying  to  fee  it 
fophi^cated  by  a  mixture  ef  mau^iih  fentiment  and 
jfeado-morality. . 
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violation,  and  given  (in  the  opinion  of 
fame  people)  a  better  pretence  for  4iat 
fine  ftage-efFeft  in  which  a  Briti(h  handi- 
crafcfman  blackguards  a  Briciih  magis- 
trate, to  the  infinite  fatisfaftion  of  the 
roaring  galleries.  That  a  young  won^arr's 
being  a  ftrumpet  gives  her  a  right  to  be. 
a  wife,  is  netv  doftrine  $  but.  it  muft  be 
in  perfcft  unifon  with  the  fcntimcnts  of  ;dl 
the  pretty  houfemaids  and  fmart  abigails 
in  the  kingdom ;  and  muft  induce  them 
to  perfeverc  in  that  ftylc  of  drefs,  and 
mode  of  behaviour,  which .  is  beft^calcu- 
lated  to  convince  the  youpg  heir  of  the 
family  that  they  may  be  prevailed  upon  to 
qualify  fpr  the  title  of  "  My  Lady/-  It 
is  fo  evidently  the  author's  defign  to 
complinfient  the  mobility,  at  the  expence 
of  the  privileged  orders,  that  I  fuppofe 
he  confidered  the  very  moderate  (hare  of 
intelledl  which  he  has  allowed  to  Mary,  as 
giving  her  fuch  a  decided  Superiority  over 
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•his  fwh  of-quality^  that  it  would  have 
been  invidious  fupererogation  to  have 
added  the  difcretion  and  innocence  of  a 
Pamela,  Are  our  gentry  and  nobles  then 
fo  very  corrupt,  that  a  brazier's  daughter 
is  too  diferving  to  be  adopted  i)ito  a  great 
&nnfily,  unlefs  proftitution  has  lowered  her 
to  the  level  of  their  contamination  ? 

But  would  not  the  libertine's  being 
compelled  to  marry  the  viftim  of  his 
treachery  be  a  means  of  checking  die 
crime  of  feduftion  ?  It  might,  indeed, 
make  men  more  guarded  through  fear  i  but 
is  there  not  great  reafon  to  conclude,  that 
it  would  render  women  profligate^  from 
cunning  and  ambition  ?  The  fex  of  the  of- 
fence might  be  changed,  but  the  frequency 
of  feduftion  would  be  incrcafed.  Let 
women  (efpccially  thofe  in  humble  life) 
fufpeft  that  modcfty  and  innocence  are  no 
fcbger  their  chief  recommendations  to  z 
€redical>Ie  eftabfiihrnent,  and  inconceiv* 
p  5  able 
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^pidon  haft  ^Ire^  gfttnicd  groiJod^    Se^ 

q(  the  j)?t^pt  ^Jf  dy  WHtfiod  m  lea  €$ff 

«  art,  ^o4<qU,'*  wWcfr.wnftiWtet^fu-5 
pPTHHf  gqite  pf  the  bClr^jHW  Q^  wfufpcft- 
Wg  viftijf.  I  few;tlw  <iHpiWlsi«»ff /^fk« 
fc^  now  IW«  o»  iWf?  ^qi*al  grow4  i>.fc« 
in  tibat  rank  of  life  in  which  the  p^owliog, 
(tebaucb<e  ufed  ^  look  fpr  his.Jb;»ft;fol  zx^X 
tctkjng  prey,  I  (ee  t^  waatoA  lyj;e.  of  arr. 
tificcj  jjod  ihc  bojld  froijt  of  iojVitwipar  ^ 
Aci  e^iocm^txon  of  dje  ieodpikcj:  pf  ,du^ 
d^  of  Htev^ti^re  which  ^ijfft^  with  tha 
inoft  numcrQii$  readers,  wayld  prove  ve^y 
derogatory  tp  thofo  pqr^  dcvatcd  ideas  of 
Yirtuq  by  ^(higH  we  \ifed;$9n^'^iw?^t!e  tljij} 
ch^Scr  of  EiJgliliu  \«prp^n,,  ^Npit  tp 
d\RdI  on  the  tcndcrjw%wi^  whjf:h  nioft 

novel- 
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novcl-writcrt  treat  female  undiaffity,  let 
m  advert  to  the  recent  prcxlii6Hon  ♦  of  t 
fear  ^mrnatt)  as  a  proof  of  the  mdan^ 
eholy  juftnefo  of  the  reittartc,  th^tt  Ibofe 
nlofal^,  difguMcd  m  guarded  kngtragc'; 
trc  more  dingeroii^,  becaufe  Idal  ailaf m-^ 
ingly  obvious  than  the  Warm  cokytitihg 
of  Congretv  and  I^irq^ar,  or  tfie  grofs 
itodc€ei«ef  of  Vartth^h.  NWhiri'g  cart  Be 
fo-dangeroiifc  lo  virtue,  as  the  foft  nameS 
that  as^e  git€t>to  Vke.  Driefid'*irt'  the 
engagw*;^  fliafpe  of  *•:  amiaWe  Jrtdifcre^ 
"  tidws/'^  and  ••  ttrtiaff  errors/'  or  ^n" 
hapcpirfthetkrtder  «trre  of  *<  thofc  frailly 
"  de^wtiictv-  i^*?!^'  rite  hearc,"  vpft  muft* 
take  fome  tiin^  CD  rvtfeifty  b^fons^  we  c^ 
dacoi'cr  that  we  are  fpeaking  of  Sin,  rfw 
ckufghterofSatani  and  mother  of  Dejith^ 

I  havi^  already  caocibned  ycM  agai^fti 
the  phtfafd^  of  liberality  of  fentimeQlpy  «n^ 
lareed'ideas^  atidtiiifverral  phitaiitlUt>py,  sis' 

*  Celphine,  by  Madame  Stael. 
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far  as  relates  to  your  religious  ojHmons, 
I  have  ventured  to  afibre  you,  that  ptmci^ 
pie  is  not  prejudice,  nor  fteadine^  bigotry, 
Thefe  cauticmary  fu^eftions  will  extend 
to  the  fubjeft  of  which  we  now  treat*  At 
a  period  wherein  the  dtftant  nciotives  of  a 
figure  ft  ate  of  exiftence  have  fo  littl<  hold 
upon  moil  people,  the  opinipn  of  the 
world,  and  general  behaviour,  ought  not 
to  relax  in  any  point  which  may  be  fa- 
Tourable  t»  immorality.  I  know  of  no- 
thing more  likely*  to  do  this,  than  the 
turn  which  the  pnUic  mind  has  taken  on 
the  fubjefi  of  female  profligacy.  It  really 
^ftemf  aa  if  beauty  could  not  be  made  en- 
g^ng,  nor  fimplicity  amiable,  unleis  re- 
lieved by  the  daric  ihade  of  ^cit  love. 
In  the  high  walks  of  fociety,  how  few 
hefitate  at  vif^ting  Ui^^  charafters,  or 
ihewing  them  the  reipeft  to  which  only 
untainted  reputation  was  once  thought  en- 
titled4  an4  tbofe  whp  ftiU  avoid  them  are 

fure 
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fuitt  to  i)e  ranked  among  t3ie  oumige^^ 
onfly  virciloust  who»  pu|uxig  diemi^ves 
upon  one  good  ctuaHty^  commute^  bjr  their 
levefity  to  a  £ilk»  fifter»  for  every  fordid 
orTplenetic  incUnanon.  Opinion  (I  know 
not  on  what  ftaUe  ground)  has  eftabliiih* 
ed  a  fantaftic  aUiaace  between  lig^t^  be<» 
haviour  and  benevoleocei  aad  a  good 
heart  is  alwaya  pleaded  in  eateufe  fiir  vik 
GonduA. 

But  ihaU  act  die  penitent  be  forg^n  i 
Uoqueftionably  ih«  fliaUL  Let  kii»lrcd 
and  friendfliip  baQcQ  to  lead  ^home  die 
wanderet^  aad  a£W  as<  nearly'  as  foal  tnor« 
ta}tity  canb  die.  part  oC  tboie  pure'  and 
Ueibd  fptril^  v^k^  ngoice  over  the  €mMii 
finnen  l^t  her  home  be  noade  as  com* 
forcable  as  forgiveneis  can  make  it ;  btft 
let  not  kindndftt  with^  miftaken  zeal^.  Iktk 
to  divert  the  mihl  dejedtion  which  oughit 
to  accompaiiy  remorfej  by  fcems  of  dit 
fipatiooy  or  by  giving  celejbrity  to»wbat 
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Mquamnto  he  conoeaiUdr  The  iifltitfb 
of  TbtoedinBOC  be  prainoted,  hf  pertnk^ 
ungtkots:  mAks^  have  watuj^red  fmm  her 
pj<hi  <{o  prefick  ai^foehes  of  public  fefti^ 
^vtiigr,  6f  ta-^bftace  amuiemems.  The 
penitesC  Jefl^had  iia wifti  to  (bevr^be  face 
which  ^rief  hadlurrcN^y  aM6ng  die  hap«^ 
p]X'^ds  thc'  innoisentr  ■  celictaltinem  and 
fMge^lnefs^teunde(l»l»eis4adthtf  vie\^$v  ' 
Humanity  to  the  broken-hearted  viftiwi' 
oftcmi^Ticius  c#iw,  difl*rs  Ib^  widely  from 
tbe^forvlldicourtwhicbMte  wery  day  fte* 
prid  tDrf«of)«oi]9tvifc(^  thati  nocbkig  bm 
a^MvidbUtidiH^t^^l^eritigt  aHmorisd' 
^iiKftiocis  otadd  donfiMifid^iAe  mo  priti*- 
dpleii/^  if-vwrigbd^MMaAyae  thetopini^n^ 
and  pra&ices-^  their  odvMatea  lor  indil^ 
dntahioate  iniettuite  of' tott^aiftyv  we  (h^ 
fijDdst  tHiatickifidt for  tbe  Gkt^of  the  Ikd 

fdtoit.os  t0.bexk|ad.cd  a>frail  fifUir^s  Utiles ; 

burf^rfooKtt^ib  e^gaggig  areatuirei  i^ 
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^  ]iom  irf  pities" ,  (hould  he  hktofvtht 
world.  It  i«  feme  faded  courtezan,  ffcmc 
elegant  aecomplifhed  genius,,  wba:  haa 
r^z/^'^r  deviated  from  the  ftraighfc.^aA^ 
virtue,  and  who  now,  findiog  herfoKE  dev 
ferted  by  lovers,  wifhes  to  acquire  patrons 
and  fricods.  It  is  fome  oae  wfco  jjmromst^ 
not  repents  ;  and  let  us;  obfervc^  that  thisl 
diftinftion  is  important.  The  one^  iijco 
Julia  in  Meafure  for  Meafijrci  *Srep^ntP 
"  her  that  it  is  a  fin,  and  takes > the;  fliaibe 
"  with  joy."  The  lat^r^  likrjDhc-volop>i 
tuoyB'^^kopaqra^  l^menesr  that  Smikd  teJb 

'*  B!fiy^?s.gr*p^narnQrell»ll  moift  her 
«*,  lip,"  Qif,  .ff4h*«  ibeft»Hbe  fhewn  ia 
<V.W  ^4e^/lMetto  theilioutif^s^TarfeorjF 
**  o£ceipiiifMighR9l«^v^  ::    {-^..-Zii^ 

Jfi  ii^^notvU^qcn^lKHi  fer^imnTeKriAf  thi^ 
l^jCcr  dcfcri^iWi:tQ  :<:Q*iplaia''^f*  craA 
i^C^gj^  ap4';4:0;C€A(w#iiht  woridl  wbkfai 
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ihejr  hare  firandtlitjod  1^:  Midr  condoft. 
They  once  indeed  enjoyed  celebrity ;  but 
it  was  the  celebrity  df  guilt  and  extraya* 
gance  1  and  where  is  it  pronilfed)  that 
thefe  IhaH  poflefs  ^^  an  adding  city"  even 
in  this  world  ?  the  treafurcs  which  thefe 
daughters  of  licentioufnefslquanderedwere 
not  only  the  wages  of  fin,  but  ptirhimd 
from  the  funds  of  juftice  or  benevolence  % 
or,  poifibly,  the  lorig^accumulated  depofit 
of  fome  noble  family,  whofe  thoughtlels 
heir  eafily  fell  into  their  net,  and  facrificed 
to  their  caprice  the  honourable  reward  of 
^e  labours  or  heroifm  of  his  anceftors. 
The  parafites  and  followers  whieh  thofe 
treafures  purchafed  were  tiothing  but  a 
fwarm  of  fummer-infefts,  who  prey  upon 
^  foAering  carrion.  The  winter  of  af- 
fliction or  negleft  ever  fends  «*  thefe  flaves 
^^  to  thouiands'"  to  feek  a  new  idol,  who 
then  *•  flamte  b  the  afcendant/'  We 
have  all  of  us  but  too  great  reafon  to  fay 
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with  the  pr6phet>  "  Wherefore  fliould  a 
*^  living  man  complain  ?  a  man  for  the 
"  punifhment  of  his  fins?"  Put  furely. 
the  exculpatory  ftyle  of  flighted  merits 
or  injured  defert>  is  peculiarly  unfuitablc 
to  thofc  polluted  lips,  whc&  voice  ihould 
never  be  publicly  heard,  but  in  fupplica- 
lions  for  mercy  ^nd  forgivenefs.  Women 
of  plcafurc  have  formerly  publilbcd  their 
faiftpries ;  but  I  believe  chofe  licentious 
icompofitions  were  then -thought  only  cal- 
culated for  their  own  impure  meridian, 
nor  did  they  publidy  lie  on  "the  toilette  of 
high-bc^'n  uncontaminated  beauty.  As  a 
proof  that  gentle  words  and  infinuating  ad- 
drefs  increafe  the  dangerous  attraflions  of 
vice,  \tt  me  remark,  that  no  woman  now 
bluOies  to  own  that  (he  has  read  the  apolo* 
getical  narratives  of  the  courtezans  of  thefe 
days.  Infamy  is  fo  difguifed,  fo  drefled, 
fo  tricked  out  with  falfe  colours,  that  even 
chaftity  ftops  to  inquire  whether  any  thing 

really 
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eeaOy  was  wror^;  perplexed  by  the  well* 
fi>undii^  fentences  of '.^marriajge^  n^de  in 
•*  Heavcn>'*  "  attachmems  of  the?  beart^^" 
aiKi "  intcrcftiDg  (Hefld(Mpt4^ 

Severe  cenfo»*s^  are  apt  to  complaii^. 
diat  the  freedom  of  modern  manners  bor- 
ders upon  a  degree  of  lerity  inimical  to- 
decosrum.  As  the  ftarched  formality  oC 
oar  anceftors  feemed  better  calowlated  to 
be  the  ftate  ddak  of  defign,  than  the 
cvery-day  attire  of  artlefs  innocence,  I  do 
not  hmcnt  that  feme  of  the  for^catioosy 
which  fage  fagacity  drew  around  heedlefs^ 
beauty^  are  demoliihed;  and  that  the 
youth  of  both  fcxcs  arc  permitted  to  en- 
joy the  pleafure  of  eafy  focicty,  wkhoiU 
the  eternal  reftraint  of  the  prying  diienna> 
or  fofpidous  maiden  aunt.  Bim;  this  relax-^ 
ation  in  onanners  enforces  theneceffity  of 
4cfendingthe  heart  by  a  yet  ftrtnger  hormr 
of  vice.  Unlefs  principle  guards  the  mind,, 
^1         ^'-  /•  ba£» 
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bars  and  bolts  cannot  protcft  tlit  pcrlbiV^ 
By  filling  a  youn^  wonnan's  ideas  witb 
fuppofed  plots  againft  her  honouf,  you^ 
teach  her  intrigue  and  conning,  inftcad  of 
difcretion  j  and  it  is-  very  probable,  that 
you  may  infpire  the  generally  fatal  wilh  of 
Ipreading  her  net  to  entrap  the  imaginary 
fcducer,  and  thus  really  expofe  herfclf  to 
the  fnarcs  which  her  own  folly  has  created. 
A  prudent  young  woman,  who  is  defti- 
tute  of  any  (inifter  defign,  unlefs  befidc 
the  treacherous  gift  of  beauty  fhe  happen 
to  be  placed  in  a  fituation  of  confpicuous 
danger  or  uneafy  dependance^  has  little 
caufe  to  fear  the  arts  of  a  libertine  j  who, 
like  the  felon  kite,'  rarely  pounces  but 
lipon  certain  prey. 

The  decline  of  what  are  termed  gallant 
attentions  to  the  younger  part  of  our  fex» 
aiid  the  yawning  indifference  with  which, 
our  fine  gentlemen  endure  the  fatigue  of 
talking.to  t^c  girls  at  public  places,  befpeak 

a  ftrangc 


y  Google 


388     * 

a  ftrange  revolution  in  manners,  which  our 
grey-haired  fpinftcrs  att;ribute  to  the  re- 
laxed deportment  of  the  prcfent  race  of 
belles,  befpeaking  them  ready  to  be  won 
before  they  are  wooedy  I  feel  ?nor^  ?pf  to . 
transfer  the  cenfurc  to  the  married  ^v^toi 
Qur  fex,  who  too  often  fet  an  example  of  free- 
dom of  carriage,  and  impropriety  of  drefs, 
which  cuftom  has  not  yet  warranted  a 
young  woman  to  adopt.  Chaftity  iS  finely 
defcribed,  as  a  beautiful  form,  "  With. 
*^  blulhcs  reddening  as  (he  moves  along» 
"  diforder'd  at  the  deep  regard  ihe  draws/' 
not  becaufe  her  pure  imagination  has  con- 
verted every  beholder  into  a  tremendous 
giant,  who  is  preparing  to  entangle  her  in 
his  ponderous  net ,  but  becauiib  obferva« 
tion  hurts  her  retiring  delicacy.  Should 
fuch  a  gentle  paiTengi^r  fall  into  any  of 
thofe  deep  abyffes  which  are,  fcattered  in 
her  path,  it  will  not  be  from  her  curbfity 
to  explore  thofe  regions  of  darknefs,  nor 
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from  having  her  attention  diverted  from 
her  own  fteps,  by  a  dcfirc  to  captivate  the 
by-ftandcrs  with  her  foft  attraftions.  Her 
danger  will,  however,  be  materially  in- 
creafed,  if  the  mouths  of  thcfe  caverns 
arc  ftrewed  with  flowers  ;  and  the  peril  be- 
coflnes  more  imminent,  if  thofe  warning 
memorials,  ^hich  were  infcribcd  With  the 
narratives  of  paft  misfortune,  zrt  inftdioujly 
removed  j  but  if  the  witneflcs  of  this  fair 
lady*s  pilgrimage  unite  to  aflure  her,  that 
thcfe  fearful  caves  are  in  reality  only  plea- 
fiint  agreeable  grottos,  and  that  if  (contrary 
to  their  expeftation)  fhe  fhould  happen  to 
diflike  the  fociety  and  Accommodations 
which  they  afford,  fhc  will  not  be  detained 
a  prifoner  in  thcfe  fubterraneous  dwellings, 
but  may  revifit  the  light  of  day,  or,  like 
the  famous  twins  of  Leda,  alternately  in- 
habit the  infernal  and  celeflial  regions, 
partake  of  the  impure  banquet  of  Profer- 
pine,  or  drijik  neftar  with  the  gods  j  to 

whom 
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vJhcm  fcall,  we^afcribe  the  fftiUt,  if  the  fair 
traveller  no  longer  pa0cs;O];i  ^ch  '*  i^i- 
"  IJcnchcd  mJacfly/'  but  yields  "  to 
*'  pride  or  to^prefumption  ?"  : 

Allegory  is  a  pleafant  mode  of  iUuftra* 
ting  our  opinions..  JL^^i.  iis  fuppof&an- 
<)ther  pilgrim  journeyipjg  through  the  wilds 
of  life,  whoTe  charadter  renders  thefe 
•memencosi  of  danger  (till  more  neceilary^ 
though  certainly  h^r  fall  would  be  lefs  la-^ 
mei^d.  The  n[)anner5  of  the  tinies,  and 
the  prevaili/ig  ftyle  of  education,  tend  ta 
render  women  at  once  extravagant  and  de«- 
pendant ;  girls  can  do  nothing  to  oiaintaia 
themfelves  -,  they  nmik  therefore  at  aU  events 
g^/  bujbands ;  it  reqJi^irea  a  iconfiderablc  ex- 
pence  to  fupport^thep  ia  ftyle  j  there  is 
no  living  out  of  ftyle  j  a  rich  hufband 
therefore  is  alfo  neceflaryi  I  grant,  that  a 
good  eftablifiimept  in  Ufe  has  been  th« 
point  at  which  young  won^en  always  have 
aimed;  but  as,  fornfttrfy,  tljef  wci«  not 

quite 
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nds,  as  to  be  »ier<ilf  ^peg  on  whteti  yoa 
arc  ta  hang  finery^  jt  was  not  ftfecefl&rjr 
diat  hufbands  fiiould  be  lb  very  rich ;  ^ki 
thc9>  as  there  was  more^  thfe  conknodity 
In  the  market,  the  intended  purchafert 
wcje  not  forced  to  look  fo  very  ^rp.  As 
arfventurers  of  this  latter  defcrrption  are 
more  likely  to  &11  into  ambufcadesj  and 
as  I  fear  thdr  number  is  far  more  numer- 
ous than  that  of  thofciaintly  maidens  whom 
3we  have  juft  iioticed,  furely,  inftead  of 
cutting  down  the  dire^ion  pofts,  they 
ihouki  be  mukiplkd  at  ev^ery  corner.  In 
that  coflteft  between  the  fexcs,  which  Con- 
fifts  in  the  lady^s  endeavouring  to  entrap  a 
wealthy  partner  who  wilJ  let  her  dafh,  and 
the  gentleman*s  willring  to  feize  upon 
fome  pretty  girl  who  will  look  fmart  in 
his  phaeton,  fuccefs  (as  it  is  called)  ge- 
nerally crowns  the  hero.  Let  not  this 
combat  of  artifice  be  rendered  yet  more 
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-ufiei|ual:  01^  the  h^voint's  fidc^  by  ber  be-* 
ipg  pre-aflbred  di^t  to  yieid  is  to  anquir  i 
Bor  let  the  fixiiling  Ibphift  of  falfe  compaf- 
fion  ^flUr<  her,  that  (o  little  difgrace  is 
attached  to  defeat,  that  people  go  on  juft 
9B  well  mtb$ut  as  with  a  charader. 

It  is  fuperfluous  to  ftate  how  ftrongly 
t^igion  recommends  the  virtue  of  which 
we  have  been  treating,  or  how  pofitively 
it  denounces  the  wrath  of  God  againft  all 
who  live  in  a  courfe  of  thofe  fiiis,  which 
are  now  adorned  in  fuch  foft  colours  by 
our  pfeudofentiniental  moralifts.  It  is 
only  by  a  derelidion  of  reli^ous  prin- 
ciple, that  the  world  can  lofe  fight  of  the 
enormity  of  thofe  vices  which  are  oppofite 
to  purity.  I  wifl  therefore  only  repeat 
the  obfervation,  that  our  Lord  has  ex- 
tended thofe  peribnal  reftraints,  which  the 
law  of  nature  and  the  Mofaical  covenant 
enjoined,  to  *'  the  inward  man/'  and, 
having  banilhed  fin  from  its  fecret  holds, 
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he  prdnounccd  the  fublime  beatitude  of 
the  pure  in  heart,  namely,  that  *'  they  (hall 
«  fee  God." 

The  next  fenfiinine  quality  on  which  I 
mean  to  offer  a  few  remarks  is  benevo- 
lence. This  is  a  plant  which,  if  not  of  ^ 
native  growth,  is  fo  congenial  to  the  foil 
of  this  country,  that  there  is  no  period  of 
our  hiftory  in  which  its  fruits  have  not 
been  copious.  Wealth,  like  a  rich  ma- 
fiure,  has  produced  a  yet  more  redundant 
crop ;  and  in  thefe  times  of  commercial 
profperity,  it  feems  only  ncceflary  to  pub^ 
lifti  diftrefs  to  procure  liberal  aid.  To 
ftimulate  the  hand  of  affluence  to  (hake 
its  fuperflux  to  want,  is  therefore  an  un- 
neceflary  talk  j  falhion  has  lent  her  aid  to 
beneficence  5  and  avarice  is  with  one  con- 
fent  hunted  from  fociety,  and  forced  to 
hide  in  contempt  behind  his  heaps  of  gold. 
Shall  I  be  clafled  among  his  latent  vota* 
ries,  if  I  lanient,.that  in  the  rage  of  cry- 
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ingdomn parfifnoTty^  a  very  valuable  houfe^ 
lurife  of  pall  times,  who  aflifted  our  an* 
ceftors  in  diftributing  their  frugal  bountjr, 
kas  been  fent  to  Coventry,  after  that 
*'  curfed  carle  hated  of  God  and  men  ?** 
And  yet,  without  economy,  benevolence 
can  have  few  difciples.  To  give  what 
you  fcarcely  know  how  elfe  to  apply,  can 
hardly  be  called  an  exercife  of  that  charity 
*'  which  feeketh  not  her  own."  It  is  by 
the  facrifice  of  our  pleafures,  or  by  the 
limicatioh  of  our  defires  and  accuftomed 
UOnaforts,  that  we  fulfil  the  two  injunc- 
tions of  ^*  letting  our  moderation  be  known 
*'  to  all  meq,"  and  of  "  doing  to  others 
*'  as  we  would  they  fliould  do  unto  us.if 
Beneficence^  like  "  mercy,  is  blefled  in  him 
**  who  gives  and  in  him  who  takes,** 
if^en,  by  exercifing  this  quality  at  the  ex- 
l^ence  of  a  favourite  inclination,  we  pre- 
vent our  paiTions  from  gaining  domination 
x>ver  us,  and  obtain  a  real  conqueft  ovet 
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xnirjBrcs  by  the  aft  which  adminiftc^ 
futcbur  to  the  afflided.  The  plcafure  of 
giving,  is  never  fo  exquifitely  fdc  as  when, 
by  experiencing  fome  privations,  we  can 
more  forcibly  con t raft  the  different  fcnfa- 
-cions  of  enjoyment  and  want.  In  propor- 
tion as  the  cravings  of  felf-love  are  forced 
into  a  narrow  fphere,  the  generous  feei-» 
in^  of  good  -rwill  expand.  Nor  is  thfe 
advantage  linnitcd  to  this  one  point ;  by 
thinking  lefs  of  our  own  wants  and  de- 
fires,  the  real  evils  of  life  are  rendered 
•more  fupportable.  1  have  feen  (and  your 
TecoUeftion,  my  dear  Mifs  M— — ,  wilL 
enable  you  to  identify  the  inftance  I  allude 
to)  the  pangs  of  an  excruciating  difeafe 
diminilhcd,  by  the  attention  of  the  fufferer 
hting  diverted  to  the  wants  of  the  fick  vil- 
lagers ;  and  when  food  failed  to  ftrengthen 
her  own  languid  frame,  and  medicine  had 
^nothing  to  offer  but  the  Lethean  draught 
X>f/u/fe?jded  fcnfe,  we  have- both  bchdd  the 
'        -  Q  a  pallid 
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pallid  countenance  lighted  up  by  the  bc^ 
nevolent  intentions  of  a  heart  praflifed  in 
xhe  duty  of  confidering  the  neceflities  of 
its  fellow-creatures. 

Unlefs  Benevolence  chance  to  be  the 
adopted  child  of  iffluence,  it  muft  ac- 
knowledge felf-denial  and  oeconomy  for 
its  parents.  If  it  have  the  Chriftian  grace 
of  charity  for  its  inftruftor,  and  the  love 
of  God  for  its  motive,  it  muft  pef^r  but 
not  affeSl  privacy.  It  fpeal^s  in  all  the 
anions  of  focial  life,  and  it  brightens  the 
faule  of  conjugal  or  niaternal  afFeftion. 
As  a  daughter,  it  is  attentive  ;and  dutiful ; 
it  is  liberal  and  confiderace  as  a  fifter.  It 
exercifes  ifs  heavenly-ixiindednefs  in  va- 
rious ways,  befide  the  mere  aft  of  giving  ; 
and  among  its  valuable  endowments  we 
muft  reckon  the  nieekaefs  with  which  it 
endures  the  reproach  of  parfimony,  from 
thofe  who  only  difcern  its  care  to  avoid 
pmieceilary  expience>  but  not  its  a^o^ 
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frtation  of  its  little  hoards.  It  is  not 
anxious  to  be  known  as  the  firft  patrohefs 
of  any  new  charity;  but  if  the  wants 
of  thofe  who  have  a  claim  to  its  afliftance 
leave  any  furplus,  it  drops  its  dole  unob- 
fcrved  into  the  treafury  of  fome  approved 
inftitution.  You  will  obferve,  I  am  here 
fpeaking  of  that  ftyle  of  benevolence  which: 
fuits  a  woman  of  a  private  ftation  and 
nfioderate  fortune.  When  rank,  power, 
or  affluence,  enlarge  the  fpherc  of  dur  in- 
fluence, our  efforts  to  ferve  our  fellow- 
creatures  Ihould  take  a  wider  range,  and 
cDnfequently  muft  attraft  celebrity.  It  is 
the  confideration,  that  Irmi ted' powers  can- 
iJOt  do  much,  M^ell;  and  that  a  /////<?,  well 
performed,  is  better  than  a.  ]ame  partial 
execution  of  ^r^^/  defigns,  which  makes 
me  recommend  to  the  generality  of  my 
ftx  the  regular  performance  of  known  vir- 
tues, in  preference  to  that  eager  purfuit  of 
diftant  theoretical  good,  which  is  likeFy 
e  3  to 


y  Google 


342 

to  expofc  them  to  the  aflaults  of  vanity,  or 
the  mifcry  of  difappointment.  In  the 
ftation  where  Providence  has  placed  us> 
our  exertion  is  moft  required  and  will  be 
mod  beneBciaL 

Contrafted  with  the   charafter  of  in- 
horn,  and  often  unobfcrved  benevolence, 
let  us  next  exhibit  that  (howy  liberality 
which  pafTes  fo  extremely  well  in  the  world. 
It  has  been  humoroufly  identified,  by  a 
perfon^s  anxioufly  foliciting  to  carry  the. 
plate  at  public  contributions,  as  the  only 
way  of  efr^ing  frona  fubfcribing  his  mite. ; 
Great  zeal  for  the  indigent^  is  adopted  by  j 
xxiany  as  the  readied  paflport  to  the  tables 
of  the  great  J  where,  by  a  willing  facrificc; 
of  time,  and  a  little  adroit  management^ 
they  gain    the  name  of  "  moft  worthy , 
*^  creatures.'*    If  they  hjive  no  near  con-» 
nexions  to  reproach  them  with  inattention, 
I  have  only  to  hope  that  their  judgement 
and  integrity  are  as  unqueftionabk  as  their 
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2cal  is  confpicuous  j  they  may  then  prove 
fafe  and  expeditious  channek  to  conyej^ 
the  overflowings  of  profperity  to  the  thirfty 
foil  of  want.     Yet,  unlefs  circumftanccs^ 
innpofe  a  nccefficy  for  fo  doing,  I  would, 
on   niany  accounts,    intcrdidt  the  inter- 
vention of  an  almoner ;  and  this  on  more 
general  motives  tlian  the  mifapplications 
which  fometimcs  occur.  The  giver  (hould 
not  lofe  the  benefit  of  that  perfonal  ac- 
quaintance with  forrpw,  which  ftrcngthens 
the  focial  ties,   correfts   the  caprices  of, 
faftidious  felf-importance,   and  turns  the 
narrow  aims   of  individual  gratification, 
into  gratitude  to  that  Providence  who  ap- . 
points  wealth  as  the  Jleward  and  difpenfer, 
rather  than  the  epnjumer  of  its  accumu-; 
lated  bounties.     I  might  alfo  add,  how 
much  this  benevolent  intercourfe  betweca 
the  rich  and  poor,  the  great  and  lowly, 
enlarges  the  mind  and  improves  the  man-, 
ncrs  of  both  parties.     When  a  lady  of 
Q  4  rank 
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rank  furveys  a  healthy  groupe  of  young^ 
cottagers,  vying  with  each  other  for  fkill 
and  adroitnefs  at  their  various  occupa- 
tions, and  watching  with  anxious  glance 
the  hour-glafs,  which,  if  nearly  exhaufted> 
upbraids  them  with  having  prcvioufljr 
loitered,  and  renninds  them  of  the  proba- 
bility of  their  dame's  infliftmg  an  addi- 
tional taflc,  flic  may  form  fome  notion  of 
the  value  of  the  moments  which  flie  is 
anxious  to  waftc.  Or  when  flic  fees  the 
care-worn  mother  dividing  the  brown  loaf 
in  equal  portions  among  her  children^ 
whofe  countenances  brighten  with  the  glow 
of  pteafure  as  they  fucceflively  relieve  the 
cravings  of  hunger,  flie  may  learn  ta 
rompare  the  expences  of  vanity  and  be- 
nevolence, and  to  cftimate  their  fpecific 
gratifications.  But  the  bed  of  ficknefs, 
cfpecially  when  attended  by  its  fri^tful 
conconMtant,  penury,  will  afford  her  the 
bed  leflbn  ta  check  the  repinings  of  dif-- 
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OTnrcnt,  and  all  the  various  pangs  of  envy, 
ambition,  and  pride,  which  teach  the  fick-^ 
ly  daughters  of  fpleen  to  quarrel  with 
profperity.  On  the  fide  of  the  indigent, 
this'  focial  intercourfe  with  their  fuperiors?^ 
would  prove  the  beft  check  to  the  demo- 
cratical  fpirit  that  is  let  loofe  among  them; 
They  would  find  themfelves  often  called 
upon  to  obferve  the  attraftions  of  graceful 
manners,,  and  the  advantage  of  fuperior 
information^  The  narrow,  but  too  ge- 
neral prejudice,  which  has  been  excited 
againft  the  apparently  more  favoured  part 
of  our  fpecies,  would  be  abated ;  and 
gf^eful  attachment  to  friends  and  bene- 
factors, would  foon  eradicate  the  idea  that 
lords  and  ladies  are  but  poor  creatures,. . 
were  it  not  that  they  have  got  the  upper 
hand  in  this  world. 

Much  previous  knowledge  of  humble 

life  is  neccflary,  to  enable  the  liberally- 

dilpofcd  heart  to  diftribute  it  bounty  with/ 
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difcretion.    Indifcriminate  relief  is  worfe 
than  injudicious;  it  is  prejudicial.   Know- 
edge  of  what  a  poor  family  ought  to  earn, . 
aijd  what  they  muft  fpend,  fliould  (except 
in  extreme  cafes)  precede  relief.     Much 
public   injury  is  done  by  increafing  the 
luxurious  habits  which  are  become  fo  very 
prevalent  in  the  lower  claflcs.  High  wages 
and  great  earnings  are,    in  general,  the 
parents  of    diflJpation  and   want.     As  a 
trading  nation,  thefe  ex9rbitant  demands 
muft  ultimately  ruin  our  manufaftures,  by 
cnbaftcihg  their  price  j  and  if  we  confider  . 
the  cafe  as  relating  to  aChriftian  country, 
we  have  only  to  compare  the  morals  of  the 
poor  ma  Bourifhing  mamifadturing  town, 
and  in  an  obfcure  country  village,  to  fee 
the  evils  that  enfue  from  profufe  gains. 

Society,  therefore,  cannot  be  benefited 
by  introducing  expenfive  refinenrients  into 
humble  life ;  and  it  is  melancholy  to  re-  - 
fleft,  that  habitual  alms,  if  very  liberally 
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beftowed^  often  corrupts  the  munticrs  of 
die  individual  whom  it  particularizes. 
Induflry  fhould  be  ajftfied  and  fiimidatei^ 
not  deadened  OT  Juper/eded  I  and^  except  ia 
cafes  of  urgent  calamity^  a  moral  pre- 
ference fhould  be  obfcrved.  This  is  cer- 
tainly contrary  to  the  inverted'  climax,  by 
urfiich^fe  philanthropy  afccnds  "  from 
"  the  crufti'd  beetle,''  to  ^  poor  fufFer-. 
•*  ing  guilt,"  and  excludes  from  its  fym- 
pathy  only  thofe  objeds  which  Ihoxildmoft 
powerfully  attraft  it;  4)ut  felfe  philan- 
thropy is  the  puling;  ofi^pring  of  fentiment 
and  feeling,  not  of  principle.  Beneatb 
its  influence,  a  Peregrine  Rochdale,  who* 
has  run  away  from  his  father  without  any 
provocation,  (hall  only  be  anxious  to  pre- 
ferve  the  t^n  thoufand  pounds  which  he 
capricioufly  dcftines  to  reward  an  acci- 
dental benefadion ;.  but  (hall  exprefs  na 
iblicitude  to  know  whether  his  deferted 
family  are  in  cxiftence,  or  need  his  affift- 
Q  6  ance* 
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ance;  thdugh  he  certainly  muft  have  owed 
them  infinitely  fiiperior  obligations,  whicfe 
he  does  not  even  pretend  were  cafnceUed 
by  unkindnefs.  A  Charles  Surface^  di- 
reftcd  by  the  fame  tutor,  fhall  defiraud  a- 
creditor,  and  beftow  a  large  fum  on  am 
tmknown  petitioner.  But  thofe  who  dU: 
reft  the  feelings  of  humanity  by  the  li^lr 
of  the  gofpcl  well  know,  that  they  are  firflr 
required  to  Ihew  **  piety  at  home,  and 
^'  to  requite  their  parents  >  for  that  is 
**  good  and  acceptable  before  God*  \^  be-, 
caufe  "  if  any  provide  not  for  his  own, 
^  and  efpecially  for  thofe  of  his  ownr 
•'  houfe,  he  hath  denied  the  faith,  and  is 
•'  worfe  than  an  infidel/'  Thus  cxprefsly 
does  the  religion  of  the  bleflcd  Jefiis 
ftrengthen  and  confirm  that  evidence  which 
nature  bears  to  the  primaf-y  obligation  of 
domeftic  duties,  and  efpecially  to  the 
filial  and  parental,  which  our  philanthro«» 

♦  I  ft  Timothy,  chap;  5  th,  4th  and  8th  vtr^es. 
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jrifts,  m  their  rage  for  improvement,  call 
the  *^  blind V St  modification  of  felf-love/' 
and  determine,  that,  **  the  mind  (hould  be 
"  fteelcd  againft  the  abfurd  prejudice  of 
**  obeying  a  parent,  merely  becaufe  he  is 
^  a  parent.'^'  ,And  with  refpcft  to  our 
allowing  liberality  to  precede  honefty, 
fcripturc  records  a  decided  prohibition, 
by  exhortingiis  to  *^  provide  things  hone(t 
•*  in  the  flghf  of  all  men/*^^  and  **  taowe 
*'  no  man^  any  things  fave  to  love>  one 
**  another r-'^  :Thefe  are  plain  contradic- 
tions to  the  tenets  of  the  new  Lyceumy 
which  h^re,  as  in  every  other- cafe,  decrees 
that  pleafure  ftiould  precede  duty*. 

We  mud  not,  however,  argue  from 
thefe  pofitive  precepts,  that  becaufe  we 
have  relations  or  creditors,  we  may  n^gleif 
the  general  exercife  of  benevolence.  One 
fcripture  rule  muft  be  expounded  by  ano-; 

♦  Whoever  beftowed  an  alms,  without  feeling  that 
giving  was  the  moft  c^Tquifite  of  pleafurcs  ? 
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tftcrj  and  every  virtue  kept  in  its  r^lit 
pofition,  by  a  clofe  contaft  with  its  neigh- 
bouring good  quality.  "  Whofo  hath  this 
**  world's  goods,  and  feeth  his  brother 
"  have  heed,  and  fhutteth  up  the  bowels' 
**  of  compaflion  from  hina,  how  dwcUetlt 
**  the  love  of  God  in  him?"  Compffioni 
and  lenity  are  placed  in  the  Gofpel  on  a» 
much  more  liable  bajfis  than  fentiment  or 
feeling  could  provide.  We  ^re  to  forgive 
ewr  oflSfrtdiflg  trcttrren^  becaufe  ^*  God 
V  has  forgiven  US;:"  we  are  to  KeKevc  the* 
4iilreffcs  of  thofe  who  want  our  aid>  *^  bew 
•**  c^ufe  of  the  exceeding  great  kindncfs* 
^  which  our  heavenly  Father  »id  our 
^  only  Saviour  have  fhewn  to  us."' 
If  our  limited  means  will  not  keep  pace 
with  our  wilhcs  of  doing  good,  we  raufli 
not  enlarge  them  by  an  unjuft  appro^ 
priation  of  what  is  not  lawfully  our 
own,  but  by  the  cheerful  retrenchment 
€r  facrifice  of  individual  enjoyment.   We 
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muft  bujhand  our  little  modicum  vivh 
more  care,  beftow  it  with  more  cautious 
fele£lion ;  and  endeavour  to  add  to  its 
value  by  fucb  an  appropriation  of /iVir^  or 
talents y  as  our  confcience  (hall  tell  us 
will  beft  anfwer  the  end  of  promoting  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  our  fellow- 
creatures.^ 

As  a  coDtraft  to  the  random  or  dif- 
honeft  fchemes  which  falfe  liberality  pre- 
fents,  in  fantaftic  arbitrary  rewards  of 
mere  favourites,  accidental  benefadlors, 
partizans,  or  interefting  fufferers,  who  have 
only  local  or  capricious  claims  to  atten- 
tion, permit  me  to  recommend  to  your* 
ferious  confideration,  that  example  of  dif- 
creet  benevoknci^  which  ih^/econdary  pur- 
•pofe  of  the  parable  of  the  Good  Sanwiritaii 
prefents  to  all  fubfequent  ages  of  the 
Chriftian  world,  as  forcibly  as  its  ftrji  in^ 
tention  fpake  to  the  hearts  of  its  immedi- 
ate hearers*    This  truly  beneficent  cha^ 
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ra?fter  docs  not  negledl  his  own  immcdrate 
concerns,  and  fet  off  on  a  romantic  piU 
grimgge  in'fearch  "of  people  in  diftrcfs. 
He  is  quietly  journeying,  when  hp  meets 
with  a  man  lying  on  the  road^  robbed 
flxippedof  his  raiment,  fcVerely  wounded, 
and  half  dead.  A  prieft  and  a^J^evite, 
the  interpreter  of  the  law  and  ofBclating 
ixriitifti^r  of  religion,  have  not  only  Jsm 
the  Aaflirer  at  a  diftance,  but  have  aftu- 
^X^^enetnr  hin\,  difcovered  it  to  be  no* 
c^ifc  of  pretended  calamity,  and  having  thus- 
gratified  their  curiofity,  with  unnatural 
indifference  they  "*  have  paffed  by  on  the* 
*^  other  fide,"  and  left  him  to  the  care  of 
chance  paflengcrs,  regardlefs  whether  thefe* 
will  aflift  his  miferies,  or  imitate  their  own 
inhumanity.  But  in  the  heart  of  the  Sa- 
maritan compaffion  is  an  innate  principle. 
i¥hich  only  waits  to  be  called  into  aftion. 
He  ftays  not  to  inquire,  whether  the  fuf- 
ferer  be  a  countryman  or  a  ftranger,  a. 
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friend  or  a  foe.  He  haftens  to  him,  •'  biirds 
^*  up  his  wounds,  pours  in  oil  and  wine, 
*'  fets  him  upon  his  own  bead,  brings: 
"  him  to  an  inn,  and  takes  care  of  him.*' 
A  fentimental  philanthropift  of  the  new 
fchool  would  have  confidered  this  delinea- 
tion of  the  offices  of  benevolence  as  vcry^ 
cold  and  in/tfid.  The  Samaritan,  with 
them,  would  have  demoted  himfelf  to  the 
fcrvices  of  this  unhappy  unknown  j  every 
plan  of  bufincfs,  every  tie  of  private  af- 
feftion  or  early-  connection,  would  have 
been  Juperfededy  if  not  anttihiltUed.  We 
fliould  have  feen  the  kind  benefaftor  rncef- 
fantly  watching  by  the  bed  of  the  wounded 
man,  who,  if  he  recovered,  would  have 
become  from  thenceforth  his  deareft  friend, 
6r  if  he  died  ^ould  have  been  the  objedt 
of  his  perpetual  regret.  The  feripture, 
however,  informs  us,  that  the  Good  Sa- 
inaritan  departed  on  tl»  morrow  in  puduit 
of  his  own  affairs  5  but,  not  fatisfied  with 
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having  broi^tthc  mifcrable  being  whom 
he  had  favcd  from  death  to  a  place  where 
his  wants  might  be  fupplied,  he  depoGted 
a  funci  of  money,  fuited  either  to  his  owiv 
moderate  ability  or  to  the  probable  wants 
of  the  fufFerer,  with  an  injundion  to  the 
hoft  to  take  care  of  him;  aiTuring  him 
that  if  it  fliould  be  neccflary  to  incur 
more  expence,  it  flbould  be  faithfully  re- 
paid. Any  long  comment  on  this  inftruc* 
tive  parable  (which  many  have  fuppofed 
to  be  a  real  hiftory)  is  unneceflaty.  The 
prejudiced  Jew  learned  by  it,  that  the 
bond  of  neighbourly  good-will  and  aflift- 
ance  was  intended  to  comprize  all  man- 
kind ',  and  while  it  reproves  the  ftony 
heart  of  apathy  or  avarice,  to  theremoteft: 
ages  of  the  world,  it  will  aMb  inftruS  the 
foul  of  melting  tepdernefs  fo  to  regulate 
its  feelings,  that  one  virtue  (hall  not  en- 
croach upon  another, 
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Candour  is  a  virtue  clofcly  allied  to 
benevolence ;  and  here  alfo  the  humour 
of  the  tinics  makes  it  rather  neceflary  that 
we  fhpuld  define  its  reftraints  than  en- 
courage its  unbounded  exercife.  It  is 
moft  true,,  that  every  virtue  is  fituatcd  be- 
tween two  oppofite  vices,  into  one  of  which' 
we  arc  fiire  to  fall  the  moment  we  exceed 
the  limit  of  moderation.  To  drfine  what 
that  moderation  is,  we  muft  take  fcrip- 
ture  for  our  guide ;  and  here,  as  I  before 
obferved  in  points  of  dodtrine^  we  are  not 
to  force  a  particular  text  into  the  fervice 
of  a  pre-conceived  opinion  or  ruling  paP- 
fion ;  but  by  a  faithful  examination  of  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  facred  pages,  endeavour 
with  finglenefs  of  heart  to  difcover  how  far 
Qur  own  belief  and  praftice  accords  with 
the  revealed  will  of  God.  As  it  is  cer- 
tainly contrary  to  the  purpofes  of  the  Al- 
mighty, to  confound  the  diftindtion  of 
right  and  wrong,  truth  and  falfehood,,  vice 
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virtue,  we  are  not  required,  in  our  manner 
of  fpeaking  of  thefe  oppofue  qualities,  tiy 
forget  that  they  are  diftinlt  and  alfo  irre^ 
cmcilable.  When  we  read  or  hear  of  mon^- 
ftrous  crimes,  the  equivocal  expreflions  of 
*5  we  hope  all  is  for  the  belt,."  or  •*  what- 
"  ever  is  is  right,"  do  not  imply  candour, 
but  imbecility,  indifference,  or  even  a  la- 
tent prepofleflion  in  favour  of  wbat  we 
ought  to  condemn  in  pofitive  terms  >  un- 
lefs  we  further  explain  our  meaning  to  bcr 
riiat  we  entirely  rely  on  the  fecrct  counfcls 
of  that  Divine  Being,-  who  makes  evea 
the  ftubborn  wills  and  unruly  defires  of 
men  advance  the  defigns  of  his  over-ruling 
Providence. 

The  foft  extenuating  tone  which  is  often 
ufed  when  we  defcribe  the  licentious  vices, 
is  as  ofFenfive  to  true  candour,  as  it  is  ta 
genuine  purity.  We  may  (nay,  indeed^ 
as  Chriftians,  we  muft)  pty  the  flaves  of 
fin  \,  but  then  we  muft  pity  them  as  Jlceoes^ 
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and  Jinners.    Apologies  are  for  great  of- 
fences not  only  undue  lenity  to  offenders, 
but  uncharitablenefs  to  innocence,  whofc 
danger  (as  it  has  been  before  obferved) 
is  thereby  increafed.     I  cannot,  however^ 
allot  the  praife  of  fuperior  candour,  or 
even  gentlenefs,  to  thofe  who  thus  profef$ 
themfelves  the  excufers  of  vice.     They 
^re  feldom  unikilled  in  ^'  taunting  pro- 
verbs of  reproach,"  which  are  heftowe4 
with  little  mercy  on  all  the  venial  errors 
of  the  friends  of  order,  decorunn,  and  re- 
Jigion,  if  not  in  the  fhape  of  perfonal  in- 
vcdtive,  at  leaft  as  aa  aggregate  body. 
Abftradt  abufe  is  here  very  ferviceable; 
bigotry,  rigidity,  formality,  faftidioufnefs, 
and  fcrupulous   punftilio,   may,  by  thak 
latitude  of  inverted  meaning,  which  the 
new  fyftcm  of  elocution  permits,  be  con- 
verted into  xnofl;  powerful  engines  to  bat- 
ter down ,  refpedt  for  all  ancient  inftitu- 
tions,  and  even  for  the  laws  of  God,  whicb 
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canckmr  (a  heavenly  emanation  firom  tlic 
pure  fpirit  of  charity)  may  thus  be  made 
a  deftroy. 

Is  candour  then  to  be  totally  banifhed 
in  thofe  cafes  ?  By  no  means.  When  wc 
read  a  controverfial  work,  or  one  that  op* 
pofes  our  own  principles,  /  wc  muft  not 
ftrain  the  author's  meaning  by  fuch  in- 
uendos  and  inferences  as  an  impartial  um- 
pire would  pronounce  to  be  unfair,  I  do 
not  fay  as  the  author  would  himfelf  dif- 
claim ;  for  ingenuotifnefs  is  not  the  cha- 
rafteriftic  of  literary  difcuffion ;  nor  do 
they  who  are  fmittcn  with  the  wifli  of 
making  converts  always  difcov^r  the  yoke 
to  which  their  pupils  are  to  fubmit.  Do 
noli  without  fufficient  evidence,  believe 
chat  a  reafonable  creature  can  coolyji^fy 
the  horrid  deeds  which  anarchy  and  atheifm 
have  recently  committed  i  but  if  you  per-^ 
ceive  the  leaven  of  democracy  to  work  irt 
the  mafs,  a  few  condolatory  exdaitiationa 
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«t  the  fa()  extremes  to  which  good  inltnthnt 
have  been  hurried  by  oppcfitumy  muft  not 
cheat  your  fimplicity.  And  with/refpeft 
to  flagrant  breaches  in  moral  reditude, 
your  fentiments  muft  principally  be  de- 
termined by  the  proofs  on  which  the  ac* 
cufation  refts.  To  dete£t  (lander  h  the 
province  of  candour ;  yet  if  the  guilt  be 
indifputabje,  you  mufl:  not  kt  the  con^ 
(ideration  of  the  beauty,  fweetnefe,  ele*- 
gance,  benevolence,  or  local  fituation  of 
the  offender,  make  you  infenlible  of  the 
enormity  of  the  offence; ;  for  candour  does 
not  coniifl:  in  mitigating  crimes,  but  in 
diftrufting  their  reality,  or  in  hoping  that 
the  culprits  retain  fome  good  properties 
which  may  ultimately  lead  them  back  to 
repentance. 

Our  chief  opportunity  for  exercifing 
candour  is  with  the  leffer  errors  and  im** 
perfections  of  our  fellow«creatures,  and 
elpeciajly  of  thofc  with  whom  we  are  moft 
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nearly  conneded.  The  allowances  that 
vfc  are  called  upon  to  make  for  human  in* 
firmity,  whenever  our  minds  become  ^<w»» 
/iilfy  imprefled  by  a  fenfe^of  ill  ufage,  mif- 
condudir,  unkindnefs^  negle<5fc,  orifeverity, 
ivill  be  nioft  properly  codfidcired  under 
t\\t  fcead  of  fweetnefs  of  temper ;  a  quality 
which  our  niale  partners  confider  as  fo  in* 
difpenfably  neceflary  to  our  fex,  that  they 
feldom  will  allow  any  other  virtue,. how- 
ever pre-eminently  excellent,  to  be  an  ade- 
quate fubftitute  for  this  fundamental  prin* 
ciple  of  female  worth  and  \itility. 

I  am  one  of  thofc  who  think,  that  a 
predile6lioh  for  unrefifting  fweetnefs  may 
be  urged  to  an  extreme  that  is  unfavour- 
able to  the  virtue  and  happinefs  of  both 
fexes.  The  primeval  defign  of  God  in 
the  creation  of  woman,  that  Ibe  ihould  be 
the  help-mate  of  man,  certainly  extended 
to  his/piritual  as  well  as  temporal  exiftence^ 
If,  frooi  mixing  lefs  with  the,  bufy  feenes 
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of  aftivc  life,  fhe  be  lefs  capable  of  de- 
ciding with  propriety  in  points  wherein' 
acutenefs,  penetration,  and  what  is  termed 
policy,  are  ncceflary,  her  princif)les,  it 
muft  be  granted,  are  for  this  reafon  left 
likely  to  be  contaminated  by  collifion  of 
intereft,  and  all  the  crooked  machinations 
of  over-reaching  ambition.  This  fubjeft 
might  be  bed  confidered,  when  we  come 
to  that  moft  intimate  connexion  with  men, 
of  which  obedience  forms  our  diftinftivc 
obligation.  But  as,  with  few  exceptions, 
fubfervience  is  claimed  from  us  by  all  our 
male  relatives,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
obferve,  that  whenever  they  err,  either  in 
morals  or  principles,  a  mild  yet  marked  dif- 
approbation  is  not  pertinacity^  but  forti^ 
tude.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  moft  difficult  in- 
ftance  which  a  really  amiable  woman  can 
give  of  command  of  temper  \  fince  no* 
thing  can  be  more  contrary  to  her  feelings, 
than  to  find  herfelf  called  upon  by  con- 
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fcience  to  prefer  contention  to  acquicf- 
cence,  or  conftraint  to  cordial  intercourfc; 
You  will  readily  fuppofc,  that  I  am  not 
iClaiming  a  licence  to  defend  the  vanities, 
the  pundlilios,  or  the  diftinftions,  which 
>Veak  or  wayward  women  deem  of  .  fo 
much  importance,  but  for  which  the  wife 
would  never  rifle  the  blefling  of  do- 
ttieftic  concord*  I  am  fuppofmg  the 
bccafion  which  gives  rife  to  opppfition  to 
be  really  important,  and  to  proceed  from 
a  fenfe  of  duty  to  a  parent,  juftice  to  an 
injured  fitter,  afFeftion  to  an  ill-treated 
child,  attachment  to  a  dcferving  friend, 
or  a  full  conviftion  of  the  bad  confe- 
quences  of  the  errors  that  we  wifh  to 
check.  The  lefs  the  queftion  in  dilpute 
is  connefted  with  felf^  the  lefs  fufpicious 
will  be  the  conteft  \  and  as  the  ohjeEl  for 
which  we  contend  fhould  be  evidently 
important,  the  means  by  which  we  en- 
deavour   to    gain  our  point  fliould   be 
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blanr^fs.  Loud  keen  invcdlivc,  Jknowtt 
by  the  name  of  icolding,  is  not  onl^ 
wrong,  but  injudicious ;  for  it  is  the  furcft 
means  of  defeating  the  purpofe  which  it 
feeks  to  fecure.  Sullen  morofencfs  is  ftill 
worfe;  and  tears  of  anger  or  difdain,  af- 
fefted  indifpofition,  and  every  fpecies  of 
art  and  trick,  though  more  generally  fuc- 
cefsful  than  the  ftraight  forward  method 
of  the  blunt  virago,  conftitute,  in  tht 
opinion  of  every  ingenuous  perfon,  a  far 
more  deteftable  charafter. 

I  muft  here  obferve  (though  with  fomc 
degree  of  apprehcnfion,  for  I  feel  that  I 
am  treading  on  very  tender  ground,  and 
tremble  at  the  thought  of  leaguing  every 
fon  of  Adam  againft  me  in  defence  of  their 
darling  prerogative),  that  when  men  ele- 
vated fmiling  acquiefccnce  into  the  firft 
of  female  excellences,  they  indulged  their 
humour  at  the  cxpence  of  their  under- 
itandings.  This  preference  indicates  a 
K  3  con- 
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tonfciQufnefs  that  they  themfelves  are 
voayward  children^  who  require  to  htfoctbei 
and  flattere^j  and  not  the  guardians  and 
inftruSors  of  the  inferior  fex;  the  flaves  of 
their  own  paffions,  and  not  the  "  offspring 
"  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  -all  carth'i 
*'  lord."  Ar^  a  fycophant  and  a  flavc 
really  more  valuable  than  a  nionitor  and  a 
friend'?  Theymuft  not  pretend  to  large, 
that  they  need  no  monitor  j  for  in  that 
cafe  they  woidd  i)e  deftitute  of  thofe  ca- 
pricious humours  for  whicli  they  claim 
indulgence,  and  whichtheyfay  it  is  our  chief 
duty  and  deflination  to  attend  to.  Is  not 
fidelity,  I  would  alk,  valuable ;  is  not  dif- 
crction  a  pearl  above  price,  and  pure  af- 
fe<flion  a  blefling  which  makes  earth  like 
heaven?  Andean  fhe  be  faithful,  difcreet, 
or  affedionate,  who  fees  you  totter  on  a 
precipice,  or  madly  fport  with  your  repu- 
tation,  health,  or  fortune,  and  can  yet 
prefervc  the  fmilc  of  tranquillity,  and  for- 
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bear  to  warn  you  of  your  danger  ?  But  I 
muft  flop  this    excurfive  expoftulation ; 

our  prefent  defign,  my  dear  Mifs  M , 

is  with  the  charaftersr  and  duties  of  wo- 
men ;  and  as  the  latter  often  fpring  out  of 
the  faults -of  men,  we  Ihould  confidcr  how 
we  may  beft  adapt  our  minds  to  our  lot, 
rather  than  fpend  our  time  in  ufelefsJy  la- 
menting that  this  "  lot  is  not  always  caft  in 
fair  ground/' 

The  right  (I  fhould  fpcak  more  cor- 
reftly  in  faying  the  duty)  of  refiftance,  ^ 
upon  really  important  occaCons,  being  ad- 
mitted, and  the  exercife  of  it  limited  within 
the  moft  exaift  bounds  of  prudence  and 
ingenuoufnefs,  I  muft  iww  oblerve,  that 
as  our  relative  fituation  caufcs  us  many 
trials  from  the  coercion  of  our  wills,  and 
from  oppofition  to  our  interefts,  we  Ihould 
be  careful  of  adding  to  the  number,  by 
introducing  domcftic  traitors  into  our  own 
bofoms.  For  a  very  (hort  period  of  our 
R  3'  lives^ 
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lives,  during  the  reign  of  yourfi  and  bcaar- 
ty,  man  affefts  to  compliment  us  witk 
an  oftentatious  (how  of  pre-eminence ;  I 
ihould  rather  have  faid,  fffed  to  affell  to 
compliment  u$;  for  fafliion  has  now  al- 
moft  annihilated  our  fantaftic  empire^  by 
confining  the  attentions  of  gallantry  to  that 
part  of  6ur  lives  when  they  muft  cither 
be  unmeaning  or  criminal.  Many  (may 
I  not  faymoft?)  of  our  fex,  from  their 
cradle  to  their  grave,  fcarcely  know  the 
cxercife  of  free  will,  either  in  the  difpofal 
of  their  time  or  their  fortunes,  in  the  choice 
of  pleafures  or  purfuits,  in  tlie  felcftion 
of  friends  or  acquaintance,  or  even  in  de- 
termining the  fpot  of  earth  on  which  they 
would  refidc.  I  am  far  from  infinuating, 
or  believing,  that  this  dependant  (late  is 
really  a  misfortune  i  I  acquiefcc  in  the  fa- 
pient  conclu(ion,  that  to  a  confcientious 
mind  '^  Command  is  anxiety,  and  obedi- 
••  cnce  cafej"  yet  as  obedience  is  our  lot, 
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Aow  ought  we,  from  early  youtb>  to  cul- 
tivate the  paffive  virtues  j  how  carefully 
fliould  we  reftrain  and  check  thofe  ftormy 
paffions,  irregular  defires,  and  eager  wifhes, 
which  will  in  our  future  lives  prove  to  us 
like  the  dream  which  increafed  the  Con* 
fuming  thirft  of  Tantalus  !  Since  there  i? 
little  or  no  probability  that  we  fhall  ever  be 
permitted  to  fct  out  in  fearch  of  adventi- 
tious pleafures,  at  leaft  not  to  feleft  fuch  as 
we  fancy  would  be  mod  gratifying  to  our 
tafte.  how  careful  ftiould  we  be  to  make 
our  own  bofoms  the  feat  of  that  peacf 
which,  as  **  the  world  cannot  give,"  fo,inoft 
happily,  **  the  worjd  cannot  take  away  !'* 
I  am  not  here  recommending  melancholy 
abftradion,  or  mortified  indifference  to 
,  fublunary,  things  j  the  difpofition  of  mind 
that  I  would  inculcate,  is  humble  refigna- 
tion  and  cheerful  content.  It  is  a  rpjoicing 
in  the  good  that  we  poffcfs,  and  a  quiet 
furrendcr  of  our  own  wills  i  which  temper 
R  4  refults 
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refults  alike  from  a  firm  confidence  in  tlie- 
goodncfs  of  God,  a  proper  fenfe  of  our 
own  iWHWrthinefs,  and  a  juft  eftimation  of 
terrcftrial  obje6ts,  whether  confidered  with 
refpe<5t  to  their  value  or  duration,  as  they 
affect  ourfelves  or  our  fellow- creatures. 
When  fwectnefs  of  temper  is  thus  founded 
upon  principle,  I  will  not  futFer  any  male 
orator  to  be  its  more  devoted  panegyrift. 
It  dcfervcs  every  epithet  of  heavenly  and 
angelical  y  for  it  is,  indeed,  the  temper  of 
angels,  and  the  frame  of  mind  which  pra^ 
dommates  among  the  blefied  inhabitants^ 
of  Heaven.  Yet,  notwithftanding  this  holy 
elevation  of  foul>  and  benign  compofed- 
jfiefs  of  charafter,  I  muft  fuppofe  it  pof-  * 
fiWe,  that  a  woman  thus  endowed  is  not 
an  indifferent  fpedtator  of  the  paffing  fcenc. 
She  cannot  meet  the  man,  to  whom  (he  is 
jinked  by  the  tic  of  kindred  or  afFcftion,. 
"wich  a  gay  good  humour,  when  he  is  dif- 
guifcd  by  paflion  or  deformed   by  vice^ 
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Sincerity  (I  mull  repeat)  is  a  prime  in- 
gredient in  the  charader  of  real  fweetncfs; 
and  when  pained  aflfeftion  forcibly  wrings 
the  heart,  the  fnnile  of  gentlenefs  can  but 
feebly  break  (not  through  the  cloud  of 
paflTion  but)  through  the  night  of  woe. 

Little  merit  fhould  be  afcribed  to  that 
fort  of  animal  good  humour,  which  con- 
fifts  in  being  infenfible  to  the  finer  feelings 
of  morality.  If  we  analyze  this  quality, 
we  (hall  perceive  that  it  is  really  nothing 
better  than  mere  fclfilhncfs,  which,  pro- 
vided no  immediate  ill  affefts  itfelf,  h 
willing  (in  the  well-known  phrafe)  to 
"  let  the  world  Aide."  I  allow  as  little 
credit  to  that  exterior  polip,  and  ground 
down  JmoQtbneJs  of  deportment^  which 
fubftitutes  command  of  temper  for  real 
gendenefs.  The  known  predilection  which 
men  entertain  for  eafy  partners,  has  made 
many  female  hypocrites,  and  (eipecially  in 
the  fecond  claiTes  of  fociety)  has  intro^ 
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duccd  an  unvarying  foftncfs,  a  guarded 
acquiefcence,  a  cautious  equanini^ity  of 
manner,  as  remote  from  real  good  tamper; 
as  the  drawling  fentimental  whine  by 
which  it  is  accompanied  is  from  true  be- 
nevolence. A  inemarkably  low  tone  of 
voice,  and  an  unfwerving  quietnefs  of 
manner,  are  the  difguifes  which  the  con- 
fcious  termagant  would  natural^  affumcy 
who,  fearing  her  own  vehemence,  dares 
not  permit  her  feelings  the  leall  indul- 
gence in  public;  and  atones  for  thefc  oc- 
cafional  reftriftions,  by  fufFering  fhe  ac- 
cumulated load  of  fpleen  to  burft  in  a 
torrent  on  her  near  connexions  or  de- 
pendants. But  as  the  eafy  degance  of 
the  true  woman  of  fafliion,  is  very  dif- 
tinguifliable  from  the  overcharged  finery 
of  vulgar  imitators,  who  endeavour  to 
awe  you  into  adnciiration  of  their  coftly^ 
attire ;  (b  a  difcerning  eye  will  foon  dif- 
•criminate  between  the  ardcis  eafe  of  real 
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mccknefs,  and  the  guarded  evennefs  of 
aflumed  gentlenefs.  The  confcioufnefs  of 
having  nothing  to  difguife,  will  ^ive  an 
honeft  animation  to  the  countenance  of  the 
former  j  while  every  feature  of  the  latter 
remains  fixed  in  the  icy  c^ldnefs  of  frigid 
propriety;  for  it  dares  not  venture  to  in- 
dulge the  honeft  blulh  of  kindling  fenfibi- 
lity,  or  the  fpontaneous  exclamation  of  ge- 
nerous indignation.  The  whole  deportment 
of  the  ftudied  charafter  will  be  fo  very 
right,  as  to  be  in  reality  wrong ;  fo  very 
obliging,  as  never  to  oblige;  and  fp 
uniformly  amiable,  as  to  excite  the  dif- 
truft  of  all  who  give  themfelves  time  to 
refleft,  that  where  fo  much  care  has  been 
beftowed  upon  manners^  the  inward  dif- 
pofitions  of  the  heart  are  likely  to  have 
remained  unregulated.  Yet  fo  many  re- 
folute  bafliaw  batchelors,  (killed  in  the 
theory  of  connubial  defpotifm,  have  fur- 
rendered  at  difcretion  to  thefe  piratical 
R  6  fhrcws. 
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fhrcws,  cruifing  under  the  falfe  colours  t^ 
tnrefifting  fweetnels ;  that  I  am  perfuadedV 
an  inverfion  of  the  plot  of  the  celebrated 
comedy  of,  "  Rule  a  Wife  and  Have  a^ 
^  Wife/'  would  prefent  a  juft  refem- 
blance  of  the  interior  cecononfiy  of  many 
families.  I  6an  only  account  for  its  non- 
introduftion  on  the  ftage,  at  a  time  whea 
navelty  is  fo  much  required,  by  fuppofing 
that  John  Bull's  high  attachment  to  his 
own  prerogative  would  not  patiently  per- 
mit an  exhibition  whkh  would  difcover 
"  the  fecrets  of  his  prifon  houfe.'* 

Having  removed  the  frat  of  Gentlenefs 
from  the  features  and  manner  to  the 
Ticart,  let  us  now  attend  to  her  conduct,, 
and  enumerate  her  attendant  graces^ 
She  is  nearly  allied  to  Chriftian  charity,, 
or  rather  fhc  is  fuch  a  vital  part  of 
that  celeftial  quality,  that  it  cannot  exiflr 
without  her.  In  the  eye  of  the  world,  h^r 
attention  being  diverted  from  herfelf,  in- 
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gfennolncfs  often  precedes  confideratioiT}; 
but  in    the  privacy  of   retirement,    and 
drnidft  the  narrow  cirde  of  domeflic  duty, 
llie  walks  with  circumfcribed  attention. 
She  does  not  permit  dilHain,  envy,  pride, 
or  malice,  to  intrude  into  the  hallowed  fane-  . 
f uary  of  her  bolbm.  Shrinking  from  cvery^ 
tendency  to  tyranny,  caprice,  or  petulance, 
fhe  confiders  the  wants  ztid  errors  of  all 
with  whom  Ihe  is  conne6led  -,  Ihe  allows 
for  human  infirmities  i  and  if  her  refent- 
mcnt  be  roufed  by  flagitious  offences^  (h*e 
remembers  the  apoftoiical  precept,    and 
^ns  not  in  her  angtt.     She  is  particularly 
obfervant  in  her  conduft  to  all  who  are 
in  any  way  dependant  upon  her  humour ; 
and  the  claims  of  an  inferior  are  in  her  eye 
facrcd.    She  cannot  only  endure,  but  obey, 
the  way wardnefs  of  an  aged  friend  j  and 
fhe  can  fubmit  without  nnurmuring  to  the 
privations  which  miftaken  tendernels,  or 
too  officious  care,  unwarrantably  impofcs. 

For 
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For  patience  is  one  of  her  handmaids^  by 
ivhofe  inftruftions  flic  not  only  fuftains 
difappointmcnts  and  vexations,  but  en- 
dures the  ftill  more  difficult  trial  of  per* 
fonal  fufFcring.  This  paffive  fortitude, 
fo  highly  becoming  to  our  fex,  is  gene- 
rally found  to  exift  in  its  higheft  perfec- 
tion in  the  gentleft  tempers  and  moft  delin- 
eate conftitutions.  Indeed,  as  it  is  the 
cxaft  reverfe  of  pride  and  fclfifhncfs,  where 
ihould  we  look  for  it,  but  in  the  Ibil  in 
wbic[i  humility  and  benevolence  generally 
abound.  From  whence  proceed  all  the 
irreverent  complaints  againU  the  difpenfa- 
tions  of  Providence  ?  Who  are  they  that 
are  perpetually  quarreling  with  their  lot 
in  this  world,  and  who  have  always  fbme 
ftory  of  extreme  diftrefs,  or  cruel  ufage, 
to  weary  the  good-natured  ear  of  thofe 
who  long  to  blend  reproof  with  pity  ?  Arc 
they  not  the  felfi/h,  the  proud,  and  the  en- 
vious? Have  not  their  difappointmcnts 
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proceeded  from  an  extravagant  opinioil 
of  their  own  deferts }  and  may  we  not 
oftener  trace  the  unkindnefs  of  which  they 
complain^  to  a  previous  infenfibility  of  the 
claifns  and  expedations  of  others  ? 

Contentednefs  is  fo  genuine  a  feature 
of  good  temper,  that^  unlefs  in  cafes  of 
very  peculiar  diftrefs^  it  rarely  fails  to  be 
the  predominant  diftinftion  of  a  placid 
wcll-difpofed  mind.  It  is  unqueftionably 
a  branch  of  that  charity  which  "  fccketh 
**  not  her  own,  and  endureth  all  things  ;*' 
but,  unlefs  it  be  the  refult  of  natural  apathy 
and  coldnefs  of  difpofition,  i^aiTumes  many 
more  of  thofe  glorious  epithets  which  dif- 
criminate  the  exalted  charafter  of  the  true 
Chriilian.  A  confcioufneis  of  our  own 
unworthinefs,  leads  us  to  conHder  every 
bleffing  that  we  enjoy  as  the  undeferved 
favour  of  a  liberal  benefa£lor :  and  every 
pain  that  we  endure  and  every  privation 
that  we  feelj  as  the  merciful  correftion  of 

a  wife 


y  Google 


376 

n  wife  parent  and  juft  mafter.  Thus  con-' 
tentment  bcconocs  united  with  huniility, 
refignation,  and  devout  gratitude;  and 
how  truly  proper  are  thefe  fentimcnts  to 
this  fallible  and  militant  ftate  I  Where, 
my  dear  young  friend,  (hall  we  find  the 
unhappy  wretch  who  has  na  endowment 
of  body,  mind,  fortune,  or  connexion,  for 
which  he  is  not,  with  refpeft  to  the  Donor, 
an  infohent  debtor?  And  where  (hall  we 
meet  with  that  unfuUicd  virtue  which  does 
not  require  to  be  ferfe^^d  through  afflic- 
tion. 

There  is  a  placid  calm  contentednefs 
which  is  even  prafticable  in  fevere  fufier- 
ing;  but  when  our  temporal  affairs  are 
prolperous,  cheerfulnefs  n^uft  be  confider- 
ed  as  a  mod  agreeable  addition  to  com^ 
pofure  and  placidity.  Its  attraftions  arc 
fo  powerful,  efpecially  to  the  majority  of 
men,  that  merely  on  prudential  reaibns, 
I  would  urgently  advifc  every  woman  to 

endeavour 


y  Google 


endeavour  to  embellifti  home  with  thii 
ftrong  allurement.     It  is  moft  certain,  that 
the  lords  of  the  creation  are  in  general  left 
difpofed   to    acquielce    in    mortifications 
and   uncomfortable   fenfations   than   wo- 
men ;  their  aftive  natures  prompt  thera 
Xo/ubdue  difficulties,  and  xofly  from  trou- 
bles J  and  few  men  require  a  better  ex- 
cufe  for  a  habit  of  difllpation,  than  that 
their  own  firefides  prcfented  nothing  that 
was  agreeable.     To  the  mothers,  fifters, 
or  wives  of  young  men,  this  admonition 
is  efpecially  fcafonable.     The  words  "  a 
•*  dull  evening,**  have  a  magnetic  influ- 
ence upon   the  impetuous  paffions   and 
quick  animal  Ipirits  of  youth  s  and  it  is. 
generally  in  the  early  period  of  life  that 
ihofe  habits  are  formed,  which  determine 
man  to  be  the  domeftic  companion,  or 
the  bon  vivant.     I  fear  there  arc  fome  na- 
tures fo  very  irregular,  that  even  the  wit 
of  a  Sevignc,  or  the  elegant  archncfs  of  a 
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Mohtagu,  would  not  detach  tHcm  front 
the  circling  glaTs  and  its  noify  merriment ; 
but  I  wifh  fuch  people  to  be  left  without 
excufe,  and  that  the  dejerud  fennale  (hould 
never  accufe  herfelf,  during  the  lonely- 
hours  of  watchful  folicitude,  of  having 
iunted  her  ftray  turtle  from  hb  neft  wit;h 
the  icream  of  diflbnance,  or  the  hiun  of 
melancholy.  I  dwell  piorc  ferioufly  oit 
this  fubjed^  as  I  am  convinced  diat  many 
valuable  women  fall  into  this  errorj  e(^ 
pecially  thofe  who  ftill  belong  to  the  di- 
minilh&ng  order  of  domeftic  induftrious 
houfewives.  The  crofs  events  that  are 
continually  occurring  in  the  little  mo- 
narchy of  our  own  houfbolds^  though  in-' 
dividually  petty  and  trivial,  become  im« 
portant  by  accumulation,  and  teaztng  by 
frequency.  One  confideration  fhould  hctc 
.be  attended  to ;  if  we  find  that  our  atten* 
tion  to  good  management  materially  zf* 
fe<5ts  our  temper  or  harafies  our  Ipirits^ 
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t»e  majr  be  aflured  that  we  are  giving  an 
undue  weight  to  worldly  concerns^  and 
Ut  purfulng  a  duty  till  we  advance  into 
the  confines  of  error.  A  recollection  of 
our  motives  for  thefe  exertions,  and  an 
eftimadon  of  the  intrinfic  value  of  all  tem- 
poral things,  will  recal  us  within  the  pre- 
fcribed  limits  of  what  is  right.  We  can-^ 
not  ferve  our  family,  if  we  make  home 
di^ttfting  to  the  members  of  which  it  con- 
fifts ;  and  we  cannot  be  faid  to  *^  fet  our 
♦*  aSedions  on  things  above,"  if  we  fur- 
render  our  whole  mind  to  the  encumbering 
cares  of  Martha. 

Nothing  is  more  tinjuft  than  to  con* 
found  cheerfulnefs  with  levity ;  their  cha- 
rafteriftics  are  eflentially  diftinft.  The 
one  is  perfcftly  independent,  or  at  lead 
requires  nothing  but  the  abfence  of  pain, 
calamity,  and  ill*humour ;  the  other  can 
only  livp  in  a  crowd,  where  it  meets  with 
the  food  on  which  it  fubfifts,  admiration 

and 
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«nd    amufcment.     Chccrfulncfs    is  ielfi 
amufed;  all  nature,  in  its  eftimation,  wears 
a  fmiling  afpeift;  afnd  it  goes  forth,  like 
the  child  in  the  fable,  inviting  every  oh^ 
jeft  **  to  play  with  it,"  and  patrtake  of  its 
hilarity.     Levity  has  fmiles  for  its  ball- 
dreis,  and  tears  for  its  difhaUHe.    It  is 
not  unufual.  for  cbeerfulncfs  tafeel  over- 
powered in  a  crowd,  diftrafted  by  clamour, 
and  fatigued  by  a  fucceffion  of  what  arc 
generally  termed  pleafures,  which  do  not 
leave  it  leifure  to  commune  with  the  agree- 
able inmate  in  its  own  bofom.    The  cheer- 
ful woman  feels  more  fatisfaftion  from  dc- 
fcribing  gay  fceries^  to  a  friendly  circle^ 
than  from  the  abfolute  enjoyment  of  them^ 
The  diflipated  female  languifhes  at  the 
recolleftion  of  pad  delights,  and  can  only 
be  faid  to  live  while  (he  either  participates 
in,  or  plans  fplendid   amufen^nts.     She 
who  can  remain  at  home  without  imbibing 
melancholy  or  mprofcnefs,  who  can  cour 
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trivt  divcrfions  within  the  precinfts  of  rc» 
tirementy  who  neirer  complains  of  ennui^ 
and  can  at  all  times  exert  fufficient  mental 
ftrength  to  throw  a  ftone  at  the  Goliath 
fpleen*,  gives  fure  indication  of  poflefling 
that  ^^  peace  of  mind  which  pafleth  all 
*^  underftanding/*  Btrt  Ihe  who  htarries 
from  one  crowd  to  another,  and  wailes  in 
public  that  time  which  is  the  moll  pre- 
cious of  our  entrufted  talents,  and  thofe 
animal  fpirits  which  were  given  her  to  ex- 
hilarate the  labours  of  focial  duty^  dif- 
clofes  the  mournful  fecret,  that  (he  is  fly- 
ing from  a  hated  enemy,  whofe  converfa- 
tion  is  infupportable  j  I  mean,  herfelf. 

Befide  the  prudential  value  of  cheerful- 
n^fs,  as  it  aflfe£ts  our  connexions,  or  our 
own  cftimation  with  others,  allow  me  to 
prefcribe  it  as  one  of  the  beft  noftrums  for 
the  prrfervation  of  health,    Chcerfulnefs, 

•  '*  Throw  but  a  ilone,  the  giant  dies," 

Green's  Poem  on  Spleen, 
unlefs 
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wilefs  iacapatitatrd  by  fome  infirmity^  is 
always  a6Uve  i  and  the  value  of  an  agtk 
body,  and  energetic  mindj  can  only  be 
eftimated  by  thofe  who  have  experienced 
an  accidental  fufpcnfion  of  thofe  enjoy- 
ments. How  much  may  the  comforts^ 
and  indeed  the  animal  uies,  of  food  be 
augmented  or  diminiflied,  by  devoting  the 
Ibcial  meal  to  cheerful  and  inftru£bive  con- 
verfation^  or  by  rendering  Jt  the  chofen 
ieafon  of  debate  and  complaint !  A  hearty 
laugh  afber  dinner^  has  been  prefcribed  as 
a  medicinal  recipe  to  promote  nutritive 
digeftion  s  and^  thank  God  1  every  fa« 
mily  m^y  occafionaily  enjoy  the  luxury 
of  this  ^bokfom  deffert.  Very  little  is 
iieceflary  to  compound  it,  fuppofing  (as  I 
before  obfervcd)  the  abfence  of  fevere 
pain  or  calamity.  It  is  but  endeavouring 
to  be  pleafed  y  it  is  only  giving  agreeable 
anfwcrs^  and  avoiding  long  mournful  nar- 
ratives of  trivial  diftreffcs  i  a  ftyle  of  con- 
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▼erfation  more  infeftious  than  the  in- 
fluenza, and  always  furo  of  heaping  up 
fuch  a  mountain  of  miferies,  as  the  moft 
iprightly  difpofition  muft  fink  under.  I 
am  not  here  endeavouring  to  banifli  im« 
proving  and  ferlous  convcrfation ;  for  the 
latter,  there  are  due  times  and  dated  fea- 
fons,  in  which  mirth  would  be  not  only 
unbecoming,  but  criminal.  I  only  want 
to  exile  thofe  unedifying  dolours,  which 
make  a  party  uucomfortabJe,  they  know 
not  why,  and  mopifh  inftead  of  intcUijgent. 
It  is  a  falfe  idea,  that  improvement  muft 
fpeak  in  a  tone  of  puritanical  folemnity. 
Wit  is  a  more  ufeful  ally  to  wifdom,  than 
ipleen ;  and  humour  has  vanquilhed  many 
a  foible,  againft  which  gravity  remon-  ' 
firated  in  vain. 

But  the  bounds  of  cheerfulhels  muft  be 
defined  i  it  muft  never  attempt  to  triumph 
ever  the  forrows  of  a  dejefted  broken 
ipirit  \  for  then  it  is  no  longer  the  child  of 
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Tjcflevolcncci  b»t  t>f  oftentation  and  ma- 
lignity. When  an  effort  to  exhilarate 
would  be  unfeafonablc^  it  muft  gently  try 
to  amufe  forrow  or  to  foothe  de(pain  In 
its  gayeft  fallies,  it  muft  ever  prefervc  the 
fan£bities  of  decorun) ;  for  it  has  no  alli- 
ance with  indelicacy,  profanenefs,  maliccj 
or  flander.  Its  raillery  Ihould  be  the  light 
tickling  of  a  feather^  not  the  excoriating 
lafli  of  puniflimcnt.  Dcfirous  to  pleafe 
others,  not  felicitous  to  difplay  itfelf ;  carc- 
lefs  of  adnrviration,  playful,  cafy,  and  dif- 
creet ;  obfervant  to  (lop  the  laugh  when 
the  jeft  is  grown  vapidj  and  to  fufpend  the 
jeft  when  the  inclination  to  laugh  is  ex- 
haufted  :  in  fine,  always  remembering  the 
wife  King  of  Ifrael's  admonition,  '*  that 
'*  there  is  a  time  to  weep  as  well  as  a 
"  time  to  laugh,  a  time  to  dance,  and  a 
•*time  to  mourn." 

I  know  no  furer  indication  of  a  happy 
difpofition,  nor  a  more  likely  means  to 
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ptomGtc  die  comfort  of  thofe  around  iis> 
than  the  habit  of  attending  to  little  ob« 
fehrances,  and  avoiding  petty  contradic-*- 
tions.  No  minutiae  arc  undeferving  of 
fcrious  confideration^  i;vhich  contribute  to 
the  peace  and  good-will  of  the  litide  king- 
dom over  which  we  exert  viceregal  dig- 
nity. Gbldfinith  proved  his  intimacy 
with  human  nature,  when  he  made  his 
engaging  Dr.  Primrofe  afcribe  the  har- 
mony of  his  family  to  his  ftrift  enforce- 
ment of  the  laws  of  good-breeding.  It 
^zs  oMcrved,  by  one  who  wdl  knew  how 
to  "  appreciate  the  excellences  of  your 
revered  mother,  that  (he  poffeffed  the 
amiable  and  Angular  quality  of  *'  never 
**  difappointing  any  one  by  her  replies.'* 
It  was  not  meant  by  this,  that  fhe  never 
refufed  an  improper  requeft,  nor  checked 
an  impertinent  obfervation ;  but  that  her 
anfwers  were  always  fuch  as  the  reconfiJer^ 
4ition  of  the  party  to  whom  they  were  ad- 
roL.  II.  .  fi  dreiTeci 
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^rcfled  could  not  faij  to  approve.  Tbofe 
who  have"  obferved,  how  often  the  hap* 
pinefs  of  .a  party  is  interrupted  by  an  un- 
toward or  contradidious  anfwer^  wiU 
lightly  value  this  happy  fuitability.  But 
I  am  wandering  from  the  quality  of  good- 
temper,  to  that  outward  txjprttRpn  of  j,t 
which  properly  belongs  to  another  depart- 
ment. 

Amufement  and  occupatloii  arc  fp  tv^ 
ceflary,  in  order  to  jprefcrye  our  nriind^ 
in  a  liappy  contented  ftate,  that  idleneft 
is  ever  rightly  denominated  the  parent  pi 
fpleen,  ill-humour,  and  caprice.  Tp  ^^^ 
fwcr  the  defirable  ends  of  ei?iployment.  i|; 
is  neceflaiy  that  pur  purfuits,  ^w^e.ther  of 
bufmefs  or  pleafure,  Ihoyld  be  innocent 
JQ"or  is  it  an  impropef  reftrkSlion  (at  leaft 
to  the  generality  of  my  fe:^)  to  add  that 
they  fhould  be  une^penfive,  as  weJJ  as 
rationael.  Some  ^ecies  pf  employment  is 
^ential  to  every  fta,tioiii  but  in  amujc- 
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tmnt'X^ttcT  duty  has  detcrmmed  Ac  fdf^? 
'tion  of  time  that  it  fhould  clahn)  tafte 
may  be  allowed  in/ome  degree  to  make  the 
fcleftion;  I  fay  in  fome  degree  ^  for  our 
connexion  widij  and  dependmce  uponi^ 
the  other  fexj  will  feldoiin  allow  us  to  be 

Jfuvereighy  even  in  the  choice  of  our  ratileu 
Two  cautions  may  here  be  ufeful  to  the 
younger  part  of  niy  fex.  In  the  firft  place, 
fet  them  avoid  acquiring  a  tafte  for  ex- 
penfive  amufements  -,  their  fortunes  and 
€xpc6tations  muft  be  the  rule  by  which 
Aey  are  to  determine  what  they  arc  to 
0^1  fo ;  recoUefting  atfo,  that  oeconomy 

'  fhould  be  more  rigidly  exercifed  in  the 
department  of  bagatelles.  Drawing  and 
mufic,  though  nK)ft  pleafing  accomplifh- 
ments  and  agreeable  methods  of  employ- 
ing leifure,  may  be  fo  far  purfued,  as  to 
prove  a  ferious  confumption  of  time  and 
fortune*  Gardening,  if  fufFered  to  devi- 
ate into  an  artificial  tafte  for  what  is  cih 
s  a  rious. 


y  Google 


sst 

Tiou% .  »d  tenderj  is  liable  to  die  fanne 
ot)jeftion.  Indeed,  like  many  other  over- 
ilrained  pi^openfiries^  it  xreafes  to  be  what 
nature  defigned  it,  one  of  our  moft  finti- 
-^y  rational,  healthful,  and  innocent  en- 
joyments i  and  afliimes  the  Ihape  of  thofe 
faftidious  vanities,  which  luxury  has  in- 
troduced ito  iupplant  genuine  delight* 
iTafte  may  be  gratified  and  4ii^layed  ia 
the  dilpofiuon  of  isl  rofarie,  as  well  as  m 
an  orangeriej  and  •**  Nerina's  woodbine 
**  bower, *^  or  even  a  cottage  garden,  with 
Its  clipped  hedge  and  ahnoft  fpontaneous 
flowers,  often  comprize  as  many  beauties, 
though  not  fo  many  cares  and  dilappoint- 
ments,  .>s  the  ftately  confervatory,  or  the 
ihaded  parterre  ftored  with  the  ^'  pride  of 
.'^  Ganges/' 

I  can  fcarcely  tear  myfelf  from  a  fub* 
jeft  which  has  afforded  me  fo  many  hour& 
Df  amufement  and  days  of  health.  It  is 
fortunate  that  I  have  encHigh  ifelf-command 

to 
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R)  avoid  reminding  you,  that  gardcit* 
hg  was  the  employment  of  Paradife,  or 
quoting  all  that  our  bed  poets  have  faid 
on  this  enchanting  theme.  I  muft^  how- 
ever ftop  to  fay,  that  that  focrow  muft  in- 
deed be  of  a  dcfperate  nature,  which  can 
rcfift  the  fpft  allurements  of  ^*  vernal  de-* 
**  light/*  Nature  reviving  from  the  fleep 
of  winter,  flourifliing  in  plants,  bloflbming 
in  flowers,  and  produftive  in  fruits,  ex- 
hibits an  afpeft  of  cheerfulnefs  which  no 
well* regulated  mind  can  fail  to  enjoy,  un- 
Icfs  heavily  laden  with  the  burden  of  re-* 
cent  mifery. 

We  will  chat  hereafter  about  thoffe 
ftudies  which  may  agreeably  and  ufefuUy 
fill  up  the  intervals  of  avocation  j  but 
Having  fomewhat  prematurely  introduced 
the  topic  of  amufement  as  influencing 
temper,. it  would  be  confidered  as  an  un* 
pardonable  negligence  to  omit  mentioning 
cards.  I  hear  you  objeft,  that  I  Ihall  ar- 
8  3  range 
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range  them  improperly  under  that  fiead^;; 
cards  being  now  really  a  fciencc  and  a^ 
labour,  if  not  a  duty.    A»  an  amulement^ 
I  am  inclined  to  treat  cards  with  lenity  > 
but  then  they  mufl:  be  confined  withia 
the  limits  of  recreation.     They  muft  noir 
con  fume  much  time  r  they  muft  be  en» 
joyed  at  a  fmall  expence  y  and  they  muft 
fxbilarale  the  mind,^  not  opprefs  and  agh- 
tate  the  temper.     Cards,  when  accompa- 
nied by  vivacity  and  good  humour,  often 
afford  relief  to  flagging  converfation  5  and^ 
fifpccially  in  the  decline  of  life,  they  offep 
a  happy  interruption  to  that  liftlefsnefk 
which  is  apt  to  overcloud  the  fpirits,  a 
iure  attendant  on  decaying  faculties  and 
fatigued  atrentipa.     But  in  this  point,  as 
in  nK>ft  others,,  refinement  has  banifbed 
comfort.     The  focial  but  fmall  party,  with, 
all  its  friendlinefs,  eafe,  and  hilarity,,  no» 
longer  poflTeflcs  any   attraAionj    and  if 
cooipaffion  ftiH  plead  in  behalf  of  fome 
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dee'rcpitf  invalid^  fo  far  as  to  induce  the 
votaries  of  pleafure  to  employ  a  difen^ 
gaged  evening,  in  diverting  the  pains  of 
inffrnnity,  the  fevere  penance  is  ranked 
^trnong  thofe  works  of  fupererogation^  the 
merits  of  which  naay  be  drawn  upoii  to 
Commute  for  former  fins.  Yet  in  this 
crowded  routj.  with  all  its  brilliant  lights, 
elegant  rcfreftiments,  whifpering  beauxy 
and  faihionable  habiliments,  the  Heart-felt 
gaiety  which  our  anceftors  enjoyed,  at  five- 
i^ard  looyor  one-and- thirty,  are  utterly  un- 
knbwtf. 

The  dreadful  vice  of  gaming  muft  here 
tee  mentioned,  as  the  moft  certain  corroder 
of  the  temper,  as  well  as  the  deftroyer.of 
every  beauty,  delicacy,  or  grace,  that  is 
ufually  afcribed  to  women*  Let  us  inna- 
gine  the  conirafted  heart  of  a  mifer^ 
joined*  to  the  countenance  of  a  fury ;  let 
w  unite  inordinate  covetoufnefs,  with  rage, 
<nvy,  terror,  and  defpair  •,  behold  depen- 
3  4  dance 
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^ance  andhelplefsnefs  on  the  one  hand,  00 
the  other  impending  ruin  and  infamy,  from 
which  the  wretched  viftim  has  no  refourcc 
biut  death.  And  can  it  be  wondered  at> 
that  fhe  who  has  dared  to  fport  with  the 
reputation  and  fortune  of  her  family,. 
Ihould  (lake  the  interefts  of  that  here- 
after, of  which  perhaps  fhe  has  heard 
little,  and  meditated  Icfs,  as  madly  as  Ihe 
has  rifked  thofe  temporal  enjoyments  to 
which  her  covetous  and  felfifli  heart  was 
attached  with  fuch  deftrudive  idolatry  I 
A  female  gamefter,  like  a  female  deift, 
fins  againfl:  all  thofe  moral  reftraints  which, 
general  opiniop,  education,  and  cuftom, 
had  placed  around  her  fex,  as  well  as 
againft  the  natural  feelings  of  her  heart, 
Inftead  of  delicacy,  timidity,  and  gene- 
rofity,  fhe  becomes  confident,  bold^  and 
meanj  avarice  and  chicane  ufurp  the 
place  of  liberality  and  ingenuoufnefsp. 
Peace  will  never   more  enter  into  her 
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bbfom;  and  if  pJacidity  dwell  upon  hef 
lips,  it  will  be  but  the  meretricious  fmile  of 
diffimulation,  *^  the  painted  fepulchre," 
that  covers  the  mod  humiliating  veftige 
pf  degraded  mortality. 

There  needs  little  rhetoric  to  prove, 
that  all  criminal  purfuits  and  violent  paf- 
fions  muft  be  deftruftive  of  rea^  good- 
humour  j  bccaufc  fweetnefs  of  temper  can 
onljr  fubfift  with  a  confcience  fatisfied  with 
its  general  conduft.  It  will  be  a  more 
difficult  tafk  to  perfuade  my  young  readers, 
that  the  very  fenQbility  which  renders 
good-humour  fo  attraftive,  if  indulged 
beyond  its  proper  bound,  infallibly  de- 
ftroys  its  charming  aflbciate.  Yet,  as  this 
•finely-tempered  human  machine  is  fo  con- 
ftitutcd,  that  a  redundance  of  any  vital- 
fecretion  begets  difeafe ;  fo  in  the  moral 
•world,  vice  treads  fo  clofe  upon  the  heels 
of  virtue,  that  you  cannot  opeii  the  door 
to  one,  without  danger  of  admitting  the 
s  5  other. 
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other-  Hence  the  utility  of  conftarit 
ivatchfulnefs ;  hence  the  neceffity  of  fre- 
quent application  to  Heaven  for  its  di- 
refting  and  reftraining  grace ;  and  in  no 
point  is  divine  suffiftance  more  neceflary, 
than  in  the  warfare  which  is  continually 
kept  up  between  our  feelings  and  our judge^ 
ment.  If  we  renounce  the  former,  we  be- 
come a  difgufting  lump  of  apathy ;  if  the 
latter,  a  whirlpool  of  confufion. 

There  is  no  circumftance  by  which  the 
keen  fenfations  of  virtuous  fenfibility  are 
more  agonizingly  diftcnded,  than  by  the 
mifconduft  of  near  and  dear  conneftions. 
I  think  this  is  fuch  a  hard  trxdk  of  temper, 
that  mere  human  complacence  muft 
flirink  from  the  conflift.  With  God, 
however,  all  things  are  poflible.  The 
only  earthly  n>eans  of  rendering  fuch  an 
afili&ion  fupportable  is,  to  behave  to  all 
around  us  with  fuch  a  confcientious  ob- 
fervancc  of  duty,  and  to  prcferve  fuch  a 
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purity  of  condadt,  that  we  may  truly  fay^ 
•'  neither  through  negleft  nor  evil  cx-^ 
•^  ample  have  I  brought  on  this  mifery,** 
"When  to  this  confolatdry  felf-rcflcdion  we 
add  our  prayers  to  Heaven  for  the  rp- 
iformati^n  of  the  finner,  wiidom  dircfts' 
that  we  (hould  as  much  as  po.ffible  with*  * 
draw  our  attention  from  the  painful  objeft; 
and  (if  juftice  and  propriety  afcertain  the 
fuitability  of  fuch  cdnduft)  endeavour  to* 
beftow  our  milpfaced  afFeftions  on  a  more* 
deferving  perfon.  This,  I  grant,  cannot 
and  ought  not  always  fo  be  dbne ;  biic 
^hen  it  is  impracticable,  and  tfie  cord' 
that  binds  us  to  the  offender  is  drawrr 
flo/er  in  proportion  as  itcufs  deeper  s  (fiU 
let  us  refleft,  that  it  is  the  memento  of 
One  never-failing  Friend,  who,  by  Ihewing; 
us  the  painful  nature  of  all  worldly  de- 
pendence, endeavours  to  attach*  us  clofer 
to  himfelf  v':  * 

The  like  confolatory  reflcftions  may  be 
-s  6  extended^ 
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ektended  to  the  other  trials  of  virtuous 
feeling  i  I  mean  the  lofs  of  health,  of  for- 
tune, or  of  friends.  When  forrow  ap*^ 
pears  as  the  immediate  infliftion  of  Pro- 
vidence, a  well-difpofed  mind  will  find 
lefs  difficulty  in  fubmiffion  j  and,  how- 
ever agonizing  it  may  be  to  the  feelings 
of  felf-love,  it  certainly  doies  not  wear 
fych  an  alarming  afpeft  with  refpedl  to 
fqturity ;  as  the  Chriftian  believer  muft 
difcern,  when  ftie  contemplates  the  con- 
dyft  of  fome  dear  but  hardened  finner, 
whom  (he  can  neither  renounce  nor  reehim. 
Ex;amples,  however,  have  not  been  want- 
ing, of  thofe  who,  while  they  were  ever 
rejfdy  with  mod  lively  compaffion  to  in- 
tereft  themfelves  in  the  forrows  of  others^ 
have  endured  the  pangs  of  "  their  own 
^  diftrefs,*'  with  magnanimous  fortitude. 
iThis  triumph  of  benevolence  and  refigna- 
tion,  over  native  tendernefs  and  felf-love, 
is  one  of  the  moft  exalted  perfections  to 
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which  women  can  afpjre.  It  may  be  ufc-, 
fill  to  fuggeft  to  all  who  arc  called  to  this 
hard  duty,  that  though  complaint  wearies 
friends,  it  does  not  diminijh  fufferingr 
When  we  ofFer  a  lacrifice  to  God,  let  us 
endeavour  to  make  it  perfeft.  If  he  call, 
upon  us  to  furrender  our  comforts,  let  us 
l^y  our  regrets  alfo  on  his  altar.  Alas  I 
while  I  pen  this  admonition,  how  forcibly 
does  my  rebel  heart  remind  me,  that  it  is 
eafier  to  preach  than  to  perform. 

But  fenfibility  oftener  fuffers  from  trials 
of  its  own  creating,  than  from  the  cor- 
rcftions  of  Heaven.  The  praife  which 
the  imitators  of  Sterne  beftowed  on  acute 
feeling,  gave  our  fex  a  fantaftical  irritabi- 
lity of  mind,  which  was  every  thing  but 
amiable  and  meritorious.  Some  few  years 
ago,  our  fouls  were  harrowed  up  by  pa- 
thetic narratives  of  the  fufFerings  of  hares,, 
partridges,  fifhes,  horfes,  and  reptiles  i 
and  man  was  abufed  for  tyranny,  in  de- 

ftroying 


y  Google 


fcoymg  his  fellow-animals,  and  for  gliit^ 
tony  in  devouring  the  joint  tcn3X\ts  of  this' 
Aiblunary  fphcrc;    At  laft,  fome  fapienc 
<fifcoverer  perceived  that  mahy  of  tKefc 
much-pitied  beings  aSually  fubfifted'  by 
deftroying  fome  other  fpccies ;  and  then 
the  benevolent  feelings  of  many  good  chil- 
dren were  exercifed  in  refcuing  "  c^ivc 
<•  mice,"  and  "benetted  flies,"  atthe  ha^ 
zard  of  ftarving  cats  and  /piJers.     The' 
German  fchool-  efpecially  the  illumihized' 
Biftiop  of  Saxe  Weimar*,    refined^  upon^ 
this  fyftem,  till  there  was  manifeft  danger 
xiot  only  of  our  becoming  a  nation  of  Bra- 
mins,  but  that  eating  muld'be  cried  down' 
as  an  aft  of  cruelty ;  finCe  it  is  impoflible  tO' 
<?ultivate  the  ground;  or  to  prodiiee  vege- 
tables, wirfiout  annihilating  many  harm* 
lefs  wormsj  deftroying  colonies  of  induf-- 
crious  ants,  or  crufhing  a  facred  depofit 
of  minute  caterpillars,  who  would  in  time' 

♦  Hcrden 
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exps^ticf Into  beautiful  butterflies.   As  I  db 
not  profefs  myfelf  one  of  thofe  abftrafted 
Fakirs,  who  would  willingly  refign  our 
fublunary  eitipire  to  gnats  and  cockchaf- 
fcrs,  I  muft  rejoice  in  the  popularity  of 
fuch  a  work  as  **  Natural  Theology  j"  in 
which  the  ridiculous  refinements  of  ex- 
treme fufceptibility  are    admirably  cor- 
retSted,  by  thofe  juft  fentiments  which  an 
enlarged  mind  is  fure  to  inculcate  after  it 
has  contemptated  the  whole  works  of  God. 
Among  the  falf«  glofles  by  which  fen- 
fibiKty  deceiv^es  and  corrodes  the  heart  in 
which  it  is  fufFered  to  have  too  great  in* 
fluence,  I  wifli  to  mention  the  exaggera- 
tion of  trifles,  or  the  giving  of  too  much 
weight  to  things  really  important.     Many 
an  amiable  heart  is  at  this  moment  bleed- 
ing under  the  wounds  which  unkindnefs, 
negleft,  and  cruelty,  are  fuppofed  to  have 
infliftcd.    The  wounds  are  real,  but  the 
inflidters  of  them  are  imaginary,  or  rather 
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It  was  miftake,  inadvertence,  or  abfence' 
of  mind,  which  (hot  a  kvf  random  darts,  *^ 
as  they  were  running  after  fomc  other  ob- 
ject,    Wonrren  cannot  too  deeply  imprint 
upon  their  minds  the  cojinubial  counfels 
lof  Defdemona ;  "  Men,"  Heaven  knows,  \ 
**  are  but  men  j"  1  much  doubt  whether 
even  women  are  really  angels.    The  lords  ^ 
of  the  creation  are  apt  to  have  their  "  tern-  - 
*'  pers  puddled,"  and  they  are  more  in-» 
clincd  to  requite  than  to  *^Jbew  obferv*. 
**  ance."     Certainly  they  arc  often  guilt*  ^ 
lefs  of  the  wrong  which  fuiceptibility  (b ' 
deeply  laments ;  and  as  often  heartily  de* 
firous  of  repairing  the  undcfigned  injury,  if 
they  can  do  it  without  derogating  from 
their  own  dignitf.     Yet  let -our  fex  be- 
ware of  taxing  the  generous  warmth  of 
affeftion,   by  impofing  upon  if  the  hard 
duty  of  unpleafant  acknowledgment.    Ra- 
ther let  us  fet  about  the  prafticable  talk 
of  ftrengthening  Our  own  weaknefs.    Af- 
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furedly,  the  intended  reproof  or  avowed 
difpleafure  of  a  parent  or  a  hufband  ihould 
never  be  difregardedj  even  their  undejerved 
petulance  ihould  be  watched^  foothed^  and 
diverted  5  and  as  afluredly  we  Ihould  be- 
ware of  exercifing  our  imaginations  at 
the  expencc  of  our  repofe>  in  fearching 
for  JligbfSy  taunts,  and  negkSlSy  which  exifl; 
only  in  our  ewn  perturbed  fpirits. 

As  extrenne  fenfibility,  whether  it  aft 
in  the  ftiape  of  over-ftrained  benevolence 
or  ,keen  fufceptibllity,  is  deftruftive  of 
equanimity  of  mind ;  fb  meeknefs  and 
fortitude  are  the  faithful  guardians  of  fweec- 
iiefs  and  tranquillity.  No  virtues  are  more 
requifite  to  our  fex,  and  it  behoves  every 
niother  to  imprefs  them  upon  the  miad^ 
of  her  daughters.  A  paflionate  woman  i$ 
but  like  awafp  ina  glafsphiaU  her  frenzy 
^nd  her  impotence  can  only  excite  diiguit 
and  ridicule.  The  phyfical  ftrength  of 
man^  as  well  as  his  political  (ituation^  ^ves^ 
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dignity  to  His  refentmcnt  -,  But  we  cad 
only  ftamp  and  rave;  our  little  powers 
will  be  foon  exhauftied,  and  we  muft  fink 
into  an  abjcft  deprefiribn>  proportioned  tx> 
our  vain  attencipt  to  fwell  inta  undue  con- 
fequence.  Aware  of  the  impofiibility  of 
vanquilhing  by  violence,  marly  womca 
have  attempted tofourtd  their  empire upoit 
thefr  weaknefs;  and  thus  originated  a 
numerous  groupe  of  e^uifite  creatures, 
who  placed  their  confequence  on  their 
being  really  gpoJ  for  nothing, ,  either  ai 
friendsi.  companiortSj  helpmates,  or. hand- 
maids. They  feemed  indeed  of  lefs  in^ 
trinfic  value  than  the  painted  blocks  on 
which  the  prreftefles*  of  fafliion  difplay 
their  votive  garlands;  fince,  though, 
like  the  race  I  am  fpeaking  of,  thefe  dolls 
can  neither  walk  nor  worky,  they  really 
can  Jfand,  and  are  nor  mifihievous.  I 
rejoice  that  the  revolutions  of  fafhion  have 
clecrecd  ufelefsnefs  to  be  outre^  or  at  leaft 

aflimf]^ 


y  Google 


AOS 

9.  flimfy  appendage  to  that  feconcf-ratdr 
gencility  which  is  no  gentility  at  alL 
Strength  of  mind,  and  bodily  agility,  arc 
now  confidered  as  elegant  requifites  to  the 
female  charadter  y  and  a  woman  erf"  high 
ton  at  \cz&  pretends  to  be  equal  to  the  la^ 
hours  of  Hercules,  or  the  menial  exertions 
of  Locke.  As  I  am  a  ftaunch  advocate 
f jr  all  the  rights  of  my  fex,  I  wifh  our 
claims  to  aftivity  and  fortitude  really  might 
be  permitted  to  ftand  upon  a  more  perma*- 
nent  bafis  than  whim..  I  wilh  that,  inftead 
of  "  daring  to  do  every  thing  becaufe  wc 
"  dare,**  it  were  made  an  eftabliflied  law 
to  dare  to  do  all  we  ought.  I  fed  hurt  at 
any  attentions  from  men^  which  indicate 
affeded  weaknefs  in  us.  If  a  man  help 
to  carve  our  food,  or  fetch  us  a  ch^r^ 
with  an  air  that  feems  to  fay,  ^*  thefe  foot 
«  creatures  cannot  aflift  themfelvcs,**  the 
attention  is  nK>rtifying ;  but  if  he  do  this 
with  a  view  of  obliging  his  coheirefs  of 
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»mmx)rtality,  wc  ought  to  rq)ay  tfie  moi- 
dern  Amadis  with  our  bcft  curtefy.     But 
it  is  abfurd  to  talk  of  manners  that  are* 
©nly  preferved  among  a  few  antiquated 
ftudents  of  Sir  Charles  Grandifon  ;  and  I 
perceive  that  I  am  bewildered  in  the  la- 
byrinth of  digreffioni    To  return  to  thofe 
mincing  "  minaudieres^'*  who  found  their 
importance  on  being  able  to  "jig,  lifpi, 
5*  amble,  and  nick-name  God's  creatures/^ 
1  exclude  thefe  fomething  nothings  front 
all.  pretenfion  to  gentlenefej   for  though- 
they  claim  that  diftinftion,  becaufe  they 
are    always   in  temper,  we  muft    never 
confound    the   qualities   of   the  bee  and 
the  butterfly..     Gcntlenefe    and  fwcetnefc 
arc  the  offspring  of  inward  peace  of  mind  j. 
and  can  thofe  poffcfs  them,  who  are  only 
cxcufed  from  the  torment  of  reproach  by 
being  utterly  void  of  reflexion  ?. 

I  will  mention  but  one  more  circurn- 
ftancc,,  which 4S  injurious,  alikc^o  temper 
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«nd  cTiarafter ;  I  mean  the  pcrmitdng  any! 
Jtngle  circumftance  or  defirc  to  impreft 
the  fancy.  Diffipation  has  many  tempta-^ 
tions;  but  it  is  a  great  folly  to  fuppofe, 
that  retirement  is  free  from  them^  or  that 
by  fincerely  perfevering  in  a  courfe  of 
4duty  we  are  fafe  from  the  attacks  of  our 
ghoftly  enemy.  It  was  well  iniagined  by 
^n  old  writer*,  that  one  fleeping  devil  was 
fpfficient  to  fecure  the  allegiance  of  a 
riotous  diforderly  town,  while  a  legion  of 
4^/w  mifchievous  infcrnals  were  neceflary 
to  vanquifti  a  convent  full  of  pious  monks* 
We  have  fcripture  authority  for  believing, 
that  when  we  are  bell  employed  Satan  is 
mofl:  a6Uve«.  A  garden  and  a  wildernefg 
were  the  fcenes  of  the  mod  memorable 
temptations  that  ever  were  recorded.  To 
apply  this  truth  ^  our  prdent  fubjedt :  as 

•  Sir  P.  Herbert,  in  his  Conceptions  to  his  Son; 
It  is  a  part  of  the  fiory  on  which  Famel  founded  his 
Hermit. 

folitu^ 
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"folituac  engenders  ftrong  paflk>ns,  fo  ^ 
lively  defirc  of  doing  right  is  apt  to  in- 
fufe  a  wifli  for  requiring  fome  peculiar  ex* 
cellencc.  Let  us  beware  of  nourifliing. 
a  hope  of  being  diftinguilhed  by  any 
particular  virtue  or  grace,  however  excel- 
lent or  eftimable.  By  giving  up  our 
time  to  the  puifuit  of  any  one  acconn-; 
plilhment;  or  ftudy,  there  Is  reafon  to' 
fuppofe  that  we  may  be  an  amateur  ill. 
ibmetlnng,  and  a  fool  in  every  thing  ^€lle  ^ 
but  in  morals  there  is  great  danger  of 
over-ihooting  the  mark,  and  mii&ng  what 
we  rifqued  all  to  obtain.  She  who  aims 
at  praife  for  her  piety  will  run  great  ha- 
zard of  being  only  a  devotee.  She  who 
wiflies  to  be  thought  xemaiicable  for  oeco- 
aomy  and  houfewifery,  will  moft  likely 
be  a  vi?cen  and  a  drudge.  Thofe  who 
are  ambitious  to  be  thought  very  good- 
hjumoured  and  pleafant,  are  apt  to  prove 
/:riminally  compliant,  or  bfienfivcly  Ipqua- 

dous» 
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<rious.  As  one  idea  taking  poiTefliOA  o^ 
-the  imagination  is  the  general  forerunner 
of  infanit)r,  orxnelancholyi  fo  fixing  our 
defires  on  one  fpecies  of  excellence  is  the 
furc  ftimuiant  joi  jerror^  poffihly  alio  the 
precurfor  of  depravity. 

Providence  has  provided  for  all  our  mo- 
ral difeafes.  The  Iovjc  of  praife  is  deeply 
imprinted  on  the  human  mind  3  and  I 
bdiiejve  the  fofter  texture  of  our  fouls 
dual^jes  us  peculiarly  fufceptiblc  of  its  in- 
iluence,  XWs  fufceptibility,  which,  under 
the  guidance  of  merely  human  motives, 
betrays  us  to  all  the  Ut^enejSes  of  vanity^ 
idle/^ar,  ^nd  falfe  0iame,  is  yet  .capable 
of  a  moft  exalted  diredlioji.  Only  let  us 
fubftitute  the  praife  of  God  for  the  praife 
of  meni  and  look  to  our  own  confciences 
for  a  fatisfadion  which  public  acclamations 
cannot  bellow ;  and,  unlefs  our  judgements 
are  warped  J>y  Jfalfe  principles,  we  arc  fafc. 
Jf  with  ^  finglencfs  of  heart  we  do  our 

*^  duty 
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^  duty  as  to  the  Lord,  and  not  unto 
*'  men  j**  not  abfolutely  indifferent  to  the 
opinions  of  our  fcllow-creaturcs,  but  fer 
from  propofing  their  applaufe  as  the  re* 
ivard,  or  their  judgement  as  the  eriteritd 
of  our  a£U(»is ;  we  may  reft  aflured^  that 
our  backflidings  will  not  be  numerous  or 
irretrievable.  No  me  virtue  will  mount 
CIS  heavenward,  if  it  be  counterpoifcd  by 
die  weight  of  oppojite  offences. 

Though  I  have  been  very  diffufe  on  thtf 
fubjeft  of  female  graces,  I  mull  not  omit 
to  mention  their  crowning  gem  i  I  mean, 
piety.  But  as,  like  the  fun  in  the  firma- 
ment, it  diffufes  its  fplendour  over  the 
whole  moral  world,  and  pervades  every 
good  aftiori,  every  well-feafoned  cxpref- 
fion,  every  ehaftened  thought,  I  need  not 
feparately  enlarge  on  this  point.  On  the 
J)rinciples  on  which  it  fhould  ht  founded, 
we  have  already  largely  defcanted;  the 
duty  and  advantages  of  devout  cxcrcifes, 

and 
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and   habitual   rccollcftions   of    the   Al-  • 
niighty,  will  give  rife  to  a  few  brief  obfcr* 
vationsj  with  which  I  (hall  conclude  diis 
cpiftle. 

Since  no  (ituation  in  life  is  exempted 
iirom  the  inflidtion  of  death  or  calamity, 
pur  abfolute  dependance  upon  the  Ruler 
of  the  Univerfe  fhould  excite  in  every 
mind,  not  an  occafional  and  dated,  but  t 
conftant  and  uniform  remcmbrariee  of 
Him  **  in  whom  we  live,  move,  and  havd 
**  our  being."  The  ftill  more  important 
views  which  revelation  difclofes,  the  cer- 
uinty  of  future  judgement,  and  the  know- 
ledge that  neither  rank,  wealth,  talents^, 
Aor  beauty,  can  ayail  us  at  the  awful  audit,' 
added  to  the  lively  confcioufnefs  of  our 
wcakrtefs  and  infirmity,  of  which  Scripture 
h2ts  fold  us  the  origiH,  and  wcfeelthc  effiSfi 
in  ourfelves,  ftrengthcn  this  obligation. 
To  weak,  helplef&,  and  frail  womanhood, 
it  becomes  the  only  ftafF  of  fure  de- 

voL.  II.  T  pendance, 
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pendancc,   whereon  we   can   fafely  Icaii 
during  our  earthly  pilgrimage. 

So  congenial  are  the  fentinicnts  of  piety 
to  our  fcx,  that  even  a  life  of  diffipation 
can  hardly  eradicatie  them.  Sterne  tells 
us,  that  French  women  regularly  pafs 
through  the  dated  gradations  of  Beauties^ 
Belles  Efprits,  and  Devotees.  I  troft  the 
intermediate  clafs,  who  diftinguilh  thefn- 
felves  by  ridiculing  that  religion  at  which 
they  foon  after  trernble,  is  not  numerous 
in  England.  Yet  I  fear  too  many  of  us 
may  bejuftly  reckoned  under  theoppofitc 
banners  of  indtlferents  and  entbujiaftsy  who 
muft  be  equally  ftraiigers  to  the  comforts 
of  true  devotion,  and  to  the  principles, 
of  found  piety.  But  we  have  in  the  pre- 
ceding pages  lamented  this  criminal  neg- 
ligence of  the  "  pearl  of  price,'*  and  this 
infufion  of  the  *'  bitter  leaven"  of  mo- 
rofcnefs  into  the  bread  of  life, 

I  think, 
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I  think,  however,  that  in  thofc  -ant*^ 
madverfions  I  did  not  fuificientl^  exptain 
an  error  which  fanaticifni  has  introduced' 
into  devotion.  The  dodbrinc  that  Chrift 
ha^  done  all  for  us,  is  apt  to  engender  in 
a  weak  and  impaffioned  mind  a  fort  of 
amatory  attachment,  fo  very  different 
from  the  lowly,  awful,  and  reftrained  afiec- 
tion,  which  the  charaftcr  of  our  Creator, 
our  Redeemer,  and  our  San<3:ifier,  ought 
to  infpire,  that  addrefles  compofed  for  the 
purpofe  of  expreffing  this  afFeftion  arc 
not  only  apt  to  be  irreverent,  but  to  fa- 
vour of  blafphemy.  The  terms  celeftial 
Bridegroom,  or  Spoufc  of  the  Soul,  be- 
come dangerous  when  lowered  to  indivi^ 
dual  application.  But  fuch  cxpreHions  as, 
"  Thou  abfent  love,  thou  dear  unknown, 
*'  thou  faireft  of  ten  thoufand  fairs,"  arc 
fitter  for  a  fong  than  a  hymn,  and'are  more 
fuitcd  to  cxprefs  carnal  pafllon  than  a  de- 
£re  for  ipiritual  communion.  It  would 
T  2  be 
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be  eafy  to  quote  epithet  and  defcriptions  - 
from  fome  admired  Calviniftical  compo* 
iltions,  which  iar  outgo  the  utmoft  war* 
rftotjr  of  Scripture,  cvcd  if  we  pervert  the 
propjlettcal  aUegories  oi  Eallcrn  poetry^ 
^  diegradiilg  diem  from  the  general  com* 
ipynKm  of  Chrift  with  all  bis  &ithful  fol-^ 
lo^^rs,  lo  the  particular  feelings  of  one 
impaflioned  foul. 

The  fts^n^iard  which  our  blefTed  Lord 
prefcrib^  as  the  pattern  for  devotion*, 
is  fo  diredly  oppofitc  to  theie  amatory  ad* 
drefles,  that  we  may  with  confidence  af- 
fiprt  that  they  cannot  be  pleafing  to  a  pure 
and  fpiritual  God.  From  the  examples 
which  holy  writ  records  of  the  prayers  of 
devout  nien  in  paft  agesy  wc  may  leariij 
that  good  fcnfe,  pcrfpicuity,  diffidence, 
humility,   and  fpirituality  of  fcndnfient, 

"*  Some  fanatics  in  low  life  have  ifHrmed»  that. 
the  Lord's  Prayer  is  not  worth  ufing,  and  that  they 
are  abtife  the  Commandmems. 

have 
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have  conftandy  charafterized  the  favoured 
petitions  of  roan  to  Heaven.  Our  liturgy 
is  framed  in  this  fpirit  j  let  the  fame  pre- 
dominate in  the  compofitions  which  you 
feleft  for  your  clo/^t  exercifes.  It  is  not 
neccffary,  in  order  to  your  prayers  being 
heard,  that  you  fhould  work  up  your  feel- 
ings to  fervid  ebullition.  Intenjenejs  of 
thought,  and  Jincerity  of  purpofe,  are  the 
human  means  of  making  thofe  requcfts 
heard  at  the  throne  of  grace,  which  are 
offered  wich  faith  in  the  great  Interceflbr. 

Rational  piety  is  our  bed  defence 
againft  the  temptations  of  the  world.  You 
well  know,  that  piety  (hould  not  be  con- 
fined to  the  church  or  the  clofet.  When 
genuine,  fhe  is  our  conftant  companion; 
fpiritualizing  every  event,  influencing  all 
our  aftions,  feafoning  our  ordinary  con- 
verfation,  and  lifting  our  fouls  in  frequent 
ejaculations  above  this  tranfitory  world, 
CO  hold  communion  with  that  which  is 
T  3  eternal. 
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eternal.  It  is  piety  which  muft  fanftify 
chaftity,  or  we  ihall  only  be  difcreet  front 
fear,  "  not  pure  in  heart."  She  muft  di- 
reft  the  alms  of  benevolence,  or  liberality' 
will  ftop  fhortof  the  bleflednefs  of  charity* 
Candour  is  only  caution  without  her  j  and 
fweetncfs  of  temper,  a  mere  animal  pro- 
penfity.  May  this  facred  plant  continue 
to  incrcafe  and  flourilh  in  your  foul,  till  ic 
ripens  into  the  fruit  of  immortality,  prays 
your  truly  affcdionate  friend,  &c. 
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LETTER  X. 

Ofi  Female  Employments  and  Studies. 

MY  DEAR  MISS  M— — , 

W  E  have  confidered  employment  as  nc- 
celTary  to  preferve  our  minds  m  that  happy 
ftate  o£  equilibrium  which  is  eifential  to 
good  humour ;  but  we  might  have  taken 
a  more  enlarged  and  formidable  view  of 
idlenefs,  and  defcribed  her  ef&6l  iipon  the 
extremes  of  fociety,,  where  (he  appears  as 
the  clofe  ally  of  difTipadon  and  proElgacy. 
For,  as  perfcft  inaftivky  is  repugnant  to 
our  natures,  vice  and  mifchief  alike  fpring 
from  the  fource  of  indolence »  and  when 
we  are  not  occupied  in  doing  what  is  right, 
T  4  our 
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our  frail  natures  continually  urge  us  Co  do 
•what  is  wrong. 

With  refped  to  employment,  women 
arc  more  happily  circumftanced  than  the 
other  fex;  the  important  and  fatiguing 
avocations  of  men  neceflarily  impofc  fea- 
(bns  of  inaftiviry  j  and,  unlefs  among  thofc 
of  a  literary  turn,  there  are  many  hours  in 
a  day  which  a  man  fcarcely  knows  how,  to 
occupy.  That  ufcful  implement  the 
needle,  which  is  no  interruption  to  con- 
vcrfation,  which  docs  not  abfdutely  chain 
down  attention,  and  fatigues  neither  the 
body  nor  the  mind,  is  our  conftant  prefer- 
vativc  from  laffitude ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  in  the  majority  of  families  it  is  an 
invaluable  ally  to  oeconomy,  ncatnefs,  and 
elegance,  I  do  acknowledge,  that  fomc- 
times,  when  it  gets  into  the  hands  of  a 
pretty  trifler,  its  pro^uftions  dtferve  no 
better  name  than  laborious  idlenefs  ;  but 
the  thorough  houfewife   would  not  ex* 

change 
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change  it  for  the  ceftus  of  Venus  j  and  flic 
knows  how  to  make  it  as  powerful  a  talif-* 
man,  to  preferve  conjugal  eftecm  and  do- 
itieftic  order, 

I  think  the  goddeffes  all  excelled  in  the 
arts  of  female  induftry,  except  the  hoyden- 
Diana ;  and  you  know  fhe  always  conti-^ 
nued  a/pinjier.  1  he  heroines  of  old  tinie 
flione  at.  the  loom  and  the  diftaff,  and 
were  fo  paffionately  attached  to  thefe  o^ii 
cupations,  that  it  is  even  recorded  they 
ftghedzx,  being  called  from  them  to  look  atj 
martial  beaux*.  The  hiftory  of  the  fail* 
Nauficaa  proves,  that  the  operation  of 
waftiing  clothes  was  not  only  venerable  and 
falutary,  but  really  dignifidd.  The  Goddeft 
of  Wifdom  defcends  from  Olympus  to 
order  a  Princefs  to  fuperintend  the  fuds ; 
and  gives  as  the  cAenlible  realbn,  that  fuch 

•  See  the  behavieur  of  Helen,  in  die  ^rd  Iliad, 
when  fummoned  by  Iris  to  the  Trojan  walls. 

T  5  a  houfc- 
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a  houfewiftly  occupation  would  expeJiietbe 
time  of  her  nuptials.  I  -recommend  this 
book  t>f  the  Odyflcy  to  our  treble- refined 
fecond-rate  elegantes,  who  confider  laun- 
drcfs  as  a  more  reproachful  name  than 
courtezan  i  reminding  them  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  **  Father  of  verfc'*  and  firft 
of  mortal  bards  has  immortalized  that 
employment  which  they  call  fcrvile  and 
ocgf^ing  i  a  convincing  proof,  that  only 
falf<r-tafte  will  confider  that  to  be  con- 
temptible which  is  ufeful.  The  moft  d^- 
tinguifhed  women  of  our  own  country  have 
handed  d6wj)  their  names  to  poftericy,  by 
excelling  in  works  of  tafle  a^  ingenuity, 
^ut  we  need  not  fearch  old  annals  to  de- 
i(cribe  the  tapeftry  and  embroidery  of  our 
Matildas  and  Maryss  induftry  and  tafte 
ftill  claim  an  intimate  alliance  with  roy- 
alty i  and  where  they  cannot  excite  emu- 
lation, at  Icaft  roufc  commendable,  though 
humble  imitation. 

I  feel 
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1  feel  great  pleafure  in  the  expetStatlon, 
that  doing  nothing  will  fpeedily  be  as  vul- 
^r  and  gothic  as  being  nothing  j  and  that 
Ihofe  to  whom  ufeful  employment  is  a 
pofitive  duty,  will  be  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  it  in  order  to  be  thought  gen- 
teel. In  one  particular,- 1  think  the  le- 
giflature  might  interfere  with  advantage  to., 
female  induftry.  I  am  not  going  lo  pro- 1 
pofe  fo  bold  a  meafur^,  as  that  fummer 
bathing-places  fhould  be  made  inaccejftble 
to  all  but  real  invalids ;  or  that  no  lady 
Ihould  fpend  her  mornings  in  ftiopping, 
but  thofe  who  really  want  to  make  pur*' 
chafes.  The  regulation  thaf  I  wi(h  to 
propofc  relates  to  my  own  fifterhood. 
Suppofc  no  woman  fhould  be  permitted 
to  publiA  an  effay  on  induftry,  till  (he 
can  produce  a  written  certificate  that  her 
own  wardrobe  is  kept  in  perfcft  order; 
or  to  drefs  out  fiditious  charafters,  unlefs 
(he  can  prove  (like  the  good  wife  in  the 
T  6  Proveibs) 
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Proverbs)  that  ihe  has  clothed  her  houfe- 
hold  with  the  labour  of  her  hands.  Some? 
advantages  would  certainly  refult  from 
fuch  an  ordinance ;  the  readers  of  fmall 
wares  migh^  hope  to  keep  pace  with  the 
writers ;  and  the  price  of  paper  would  be 
diminifhed  by  the  prefs  being  only  occu- 
pied with  fuch  Works  as  are  not  the^  la- 
bours of  idlencfs. 

Bur,  except  in  the  inferior  claifes.of 
fociety,  female  induftry  is  not  compelled 
to*conftant  diligence  in  mechanical  em* 
ployment.  We  are  defigned  to  be  the 
companions  as  well  as  the  help -mates  of 
man  j  and  it  is  as  much  our  dujy  to  ren- 
der ourfelves  converfable  and  agreeable, 
by  enlightening  our  minds,  as  it  is  to  i\h 
perintend  our  houfeholds,  and  to  endea- 
vour by  our  perfonal  exertions  to  conduct 
every  thing  with  frugality  and  propriety. 
As  the  age  feems  difpofed  to  pay  at  leaft 
Jufficient  regard  to  what  are  called  accom- 
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prt(hments,  fonte  detached  ob(ei^ation9  on 
femak  ftudies  Ihall  form  the  fubjcd  of 
this  letter. 

When  a  competent  ftock  of  religious 
knowledge  has  been  acquired  in  early  life> 
we  may  fafcly  turn  our  minds  from  the 
word  to  the  works  of  God ;  but  I  ititaft 
efpecially  prefe  it  upon  mothers,  that  fuch 
theological  information  as  may  infure  fta« 
bility  of  principle,  ihould  precede  all  but 
an  elementary  acquaintance  with  the  fci-» 
ences*.  Much  injury,  I  am  perfuadAJ, 
has  been  done  by  purfuing  the  contrary 
order  of  inftruftion ;  for  knowledge  is  ex- 
tremely apt  to  puflTup  the  mind  of  young 
ftudents,  who  are  foon  fatisBed  with  their 
own  acquirements.  Many  have  been  thus 
taught  to  reft  in  fecond  caufes,  and  many 
have  been  confufed  by  fuch  an  erroneous 
application  of  abftraft  terms,  as  afcribes 

•  Sec  Letter  jth,  whetc  this  fubjeft  is  more 
largely  treated. 

almoft' 
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atm6(V  diviM  powers  to  the  pafTivc  fir- 
ftrumcnts  of  the  Almighty.  Whea  we 
have  learned  to  diftinguilh  between  the 
Creator  and  the  created  j  when  we  have 
obtained  fufEcient  knowledge  of  the  limits 
of  human  underftandiiig>  lo  beware  of 
pulhing  our  enquiries  into  thofc  region* 
of  obfcurity,  where  reigns  the  "/God  wha 
"  hideth  binrifelf  j"  when  our  faith  is  too 
firmly  bnilt  to  be  fliaken  by  thofe  difE- 
cuhies  and  objedions  which  lurk  .at  the 
thrcQioId  of  fcience,  and  prove  dangerous 
ftumbling- blocks  to  precipitation  and  felf* 
conceit,  then,  and  not  till  then,  we  may 
attempt  to  become  philofophcrs  -,  for  the 
fruit  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  muft  not  be 
gathered  in  preference  to  the  fruit  of  ehc^ 
tree  of  life. 

Great  caution  (hould  be  vStd  in  the  fe- 
Icdion  of  authors  from  whom  we  receive 
fcientific  inftruftion.  French  writers  have 
generally  a  pleafant  method  of  conveying 

information  -, 
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(as  alfo  fcveral  popular  German  produc- 
tions of  this  kind)  are  fo  tinftured  with' 
dcifm,  as  to  be  an/dfi  preceptors  j  espe- 
cially to  inexperience,  which  is  erer  more* 
apt  to  be  charmed  by  wit  and  elegancie,' 
than   attentive  to   argumentative  deduc- 
tions.    My  knowledge  of  the  fciences  is- 
by  much  too  limited  t6  permit  me  to  ftatc 
what  books  would  be   moft  proper  for 
tyro$.     I  would  only  advife  the  young 
^udent  to  make  foundnefs  of  principle  are 
eflential  requifue  In  inquiries  of  this  fort; 
and  never  to  venture  on  the  perufal  of  a 
deiftical  author  (however  celebrated),  un- 
lefs  (he  be  guided  in  her  ftudies  by  fomc 
judicious  friend,  who  will  point  out  the 
objeftionable  paflages,  and  deteft  the  fal- 
lacies which  they  are  intended  to  fupport. 
.    I  have  already  obferved,  that  profound 
or  abftrufe  learning  does  not  feem  fa  well 
fuited  to  oiu:  fex  as  ethics  and  the  belles 
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kttrcs;  becaufe  the  length  of  time  and 
abftraftion  of  mind  that  the  former  re- 
quire,  are  generally  incompatible  with  our 
duties  in  life,  which,  though  compara- 
tively lefs  important  than  thofc  of  men, 
are  hourly  recurring.  Many  women,  how- 
ever, are  exempted  by  (ituatbh  from  thefe 
obligations;  and  when leifure  and  inclina- 
tion are  united  to  ability,  there  can  be  no 
reafbnable  objeftion  to  our  employing  our 
talents  in  fuch  refearches  as  muft,  when 
properly  direAcd,  promote  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  good  of  ourfellow*creatures. 
Natural  hiftory*,  experimental  philofophy, 
botany,  and  aftronomy,  open  a  delightful 
field  of  inftruftive  enter^inmeat  to  every 

^  The  delicate  and  compa^nate  female  need  oot 
be  cautioned  againft  difjrufting  or  cruel  experiments. 
She  will  not  be  required  to  perform  furgical  opera- 
tions, which  can  alone  warrant  thofb  expofures  of 
die  human  form  divine,  or  thofe  wanton  toctores  of 
animals,  which  are  cxcu&ble  on  no  other  ground. 
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y^ung  ivoman ;  aod  if  purfued  with  pro- 
priety and  dircretion,  cannot  fail  fy  furniih 
them  with  many  agrce^Je  ideas  to  folace 
the  winter  of  life,  when  our  infirmities  in 
a  great  mcafurc  fecludc  us  from  fociety, 
and  the  falling  away  of  our  dear  connexi*- 
ons  compels  us  to  depend  on  felf<-amufe^ 
rnenr^  A  temperate  purfuit  of  thefe  fci- 
enccs  will  alfo  be  of  great  fcrvice  in  quick- 
ening our  obfervation,  or  rath^er  in  divert- 
ing it  from  frivdous  obfeds,  and  in  fbrrn^ 
ing  habits  '<^  clofc  attention  and  argu- 
mentative deduction;  qualities  in  which 
women  are  fuppofed  to  be  defeftive.  But 
I  mud  alfo  add,  that  intenfe  ftudy  is  apt 
to  engender  querulous  irritability,  and  all 
that  train  of  evils  which  attend  on  nerVOut^ 
afFedionsi  and  if  the  more  vigorous. 
ftrengch,  more  capacious  intelleft,  and 
more  folid  judgement  of  man  cannot  refill: 
thefe  eflfeds,  what  may  we  not  cxpcdb 
will  be  the  refult,  when  the  infirmities  of 
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AOMB-e  are  added  to  the  infirnftitics^  of^ 
recondite  abftraftion  I  Mdn  of  profound 
fcience  generally  acquire  fome  uhpfeafant 
habits ;  and  the  ridrcule  attacfted  to  their* 
foibles  is  not  entirely  obviated  by  the 
eonfideration  of  tfte  utility  of  their  la- 
bour!, or  thfe  Tfieceffit^  for  their  profeeuting' 
thent  with  aifrdity.  As-  cuftomf  has  not 
taught  us  to  expeft  fuch  advantages  from- 
tb^  philofophical  rcfearches  of  wonien, 
we  feem  to  have  a  lefs  juft  defence  from 
willery  whei*  we  ovcrftraio  them.  The 
learned  lady,  in-  Roderic  Random,  is  * 
more  amuzing  caricature  tha»  Madam 
D'Arbky's  Dr.  Orkbone  j^  and  the  reafon- 
is,. that  (be  appears  n?K>re  out  of  her  ipherc 
and  latitude^  and,  like  the  bear  in  a  boat, 
tncouRtering  an  element  on  which  fhe 
had  no  bufinefs  to  embiark.  When  a  wo- 
man y^/i  up  for  the  diftinSion  of  fcientific, 
&e  at  lead  ihews  that  fhe  has  vaoquifhed 
ihofe  wife  &nfibilities  of  her  fex>  which 
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rtade  htr  peculiarly  fofceptiblc  of  the  ihafts 
of  fatirc. 

Will  you  fofpeft  my  peculiar  tafte 
gives  a  bias  to  my  judgment,  if  I  deter- 
mine that  hiftory,  and  thofe  fpecies  of 
compofition  which  have  been  diftin- 
guilhed  by  the  name  of  Britifh  daflics, 
coiiftitute  the  fpecies  of  ffudy  that  is 
moft  fuitable  to  the  capacity,  fituation, 
and  difpofition  of  womea?  Precluded 
from  taking  an  aftual  view  of  human 
nature  as  it  is  exhibited  in  the  different 
Walks  of  life,  it  is  yet  highly  neccflTary 
riiat  we  fhould  know  the  beings  with 
whom  we  are  deftrned  to  fojourn.  Hif- 
tory, and  thofe  agreeably  inftruftive  ef- 
fayifts  who  form  an  almoft  unique  clafs 
in  our  n^ational  literatore,  mutually  illuf- 
tratc  the  refpeft^^^  p^^ges  which  teach  us 
what  man  is  in  private  life,  and  how  he 
has  afted  as  an  aggregate  body.  In  the 
hlftorical  Record,  it  is  delightful  to  ob- 
ferve  hojy  the  individual  nature  of  man 
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has  been  modified  by  external  clrGum^ 
ftances,  and  how  the  fame  train  of  politick 
caufes  uniformly  produces  fimilar  events, 
varied  in  circumftances,  but  correfppnding 
in  refult.  From  tracing  the  progrefs  of  fo- 
ciety  through  the  gradations  of  barbarifin,^ 
improvement,  civilization,  refinement, 
luxury,  degradation,  corruplion,  and  de- 
cay ^  we  turn  withdel'^t  to  thofc  powerful 
Hioralifts  whodevelopc  the  minute  fpringi 
of  adion,  and  endeavour  to  reftrain  thofc 
bofom  traitors  who  fap  the  foundation  of 
private  virtue,  and  prove  more  dcftruAivc 
to  ftatcs  and  empires  than  legions  of  ene- 
mies i  and  we  rife  from  the  perufal  with 
a  virtuous  determination  not  to  accelerate 
the  ruin  of  our  country,  either  by  in- 
creafing  the  fatal  preponderance  of  na- 
tional guilt,  or  the  burden  of  coUeftive 
weaknefs. 

*'  Among  thofc  fundry  advantages," 
fays  the  learned  and  intelligent  HowcU 
"  which  accrue  to  a  reader  of  hiftory,  one 
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^  is,  that  no  modern  accident  can  feem 
^  ftrange  to  him.    He  will  leave  off  won- 
^  dering  at  ainy  thing,  in  regard  he  may 
*'  remember  to  have  heard  of  the  fame, 
^  or  much  the  fame  event,  which  hath 
^  happened  in  former  times ;  therefore  he 
^  dodi  not  ftand  ftaring  like  a  child  at 
^  an  unufual  fpedacle,  fike  that  fimple 
*•  American  who,  the  firft  time  he  faw  a 
*^  Spaniard  ort  horfeback,   thought  the 
"  man  and  the  bcaft  to  be  but  one  crea- 
^  ture.     Now  indeed,  not  to  be  an  hifto- 
«♦  rian,  that  is,  not  to  know  what  foreign: 
*•  nations  and  our  forefathers  did,  is  ffilf 
**  to  be  a  child   who   gazeth   at  every 
*^  thing  I   whence  may  be   inferrAi  that 
^  there  is  no  knowledge  which  ripeneth' 
*^  jiKlgement   and   puts  one  out  of  his 
^  nonage,  fooner  than  hiftory.'*  The  pe- 
culiar applicability  of  thefe  obfervations  to 
the  alarming  and  eventful  times  in  which 
wc  live,  is  too  obvious  to  need  difcuflion. 
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1^  as  is  generally  aibwed,  judgement 
fee  the  »point  wherein  women  arc  moft  de- 
feftive;,  the  advantage  ^f  hiftorical  read- 
ing, to  our  fex,  is  at  once  decided.  But 
as  information  and  uulky  ihould  always 
precede  amufcment,  I  muft  requeft  the 
young  ftudent  to  fit  dowQ  to  the  venerable 
folio,  or  thick  oftavo,  rather  with  a  de- 
termination to  be  entertained  by  inJiruSiion, 
than  to  apply  to  inftruSiau  for  the  mere 
purpofe  of  entertainment  5  (he  fhould  there- 
fore be  taught  to  prefer  digefted  details  of 
fafts,  to  bundles  of  anccdoces.  The  rage 
for  numerous  acqui(itions,  which  has 
unhappily  fuperfeded  a  defire  oijolid  at- 
tainments, has  giv€n4>opularity  to  writers 
pf  memoirs  and  detailers  of  bon  mots,  to 
the  great  difad vantage  of  grave  narrators; 
Events  dreffed  up  in  the  ftyle  of  romance 
partake  too  much  of  fiftion  to  be  inftruc-, 
tives  and  the  hiftorians  (hould  be  too  much 
devoted  to  the  fcryiceoftruthj.  toftepout 
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«oF  liis  road  for  any  embellUhment  foreign 
to  his  great  defigo.  Court  gallantries  are 
as  uninftruftive  as  the  memoirs  of  cour- 
tezans, and  probably  as  ejiiaggcrated,  if 
not  as  fpurious.  Readers  who  confine  their 
knowledge  of  paft  times  to  thefe  f^int 
iketches,  may  beconcie  goad  gqffips^  but  caa 
never  be  bijlorians. 

Biography  is  a  branch  of  hiftory,  and 
in  fkilful  and  ingenious  hands  becomes  ai 
fource  of  elegant  and  inftruflive  entscr-t 
tainment.  I  lament  that  public  curiofity, 
(hoiild  have  ftimulated  this  very  agreeable: 
fpecies  of  literature  into  the  confines  of 
tittle  tattle  i  or  that  private  aflfeftioa 
fliould  have  adorned  it  with  the  too  vjivid 
colours  of  eulogy,  ^o  fooner  does  a. 
diftinguiflied  writer  take  his  ftight  to  the 
world  x)f  fpirits,  but  approbation  fwells 
into  admiration  i  every  defed  in  bis  moralj 
or  literary  reputation  is  for  the  mpnricnti 
obliterated,  and  not  only  do  his  previous 
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mtscs  fcem  Tweeter,  but  every  ear  is  turned 
CO  catch  the  unknown  ftrains  of  the  de- 
parted Swan,  and  to  learn  every  particular 
of  a  charaftcr  on  which  death  has  fet  its 
feal.  Friendfliip  readily  prepares,  not 
merely  his  rtqutemi  but  his  apotbeofis^ 
Vi^es  are  either  pafied  in  filencc,  or  lo 
drefled  and  painted,  that  an  illicit  attach- 
fnent^  or  a  notorious  ert^r,  has  a  chance 
of  becoming  the  feraphic  flanfie  of  Pla-^ 
tonic  lov^  or  the  ingenuous  devotion  of 
a  firong  mind  tx>  truth.  We  mi^  allow 
fome  palliation  of  infirniuty,  or  &>nie  ex-^ 
aggeration  of  exceUence,  to  the  woimded 
feelings  of  bereav&i  afire&ion,  agonized 
hf  a  recent  lofe  •,  but  fuch  impofitions  o» 
public  principle  art  often  tbo  audacious 
to  pafe  unchaftifed.  Even  the  genius  and 
ftem  virtue  (rf"  a  MWton^  (hould  not  be 
permitted  to  fan<5tion  his  defence  d  what 
«he  exprcft  words  of  our  Saviour  polirfvely 
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forbids* ;  nor  (hould  the  romantic,  bpt 
unqueftionahly  pure  aflfcftion  of  the  de* 
vout  bard  of  Vauclufe,  be  prodticed  as 
an  allowable  parallel  for  the  equivocal 
Laura  of  a  deiftical  voluptuary. 

Can  the  caufc  of  morals  or  of  juft  taftc 
be  benefited  by  that  very  minute  refearch 
into  the  aflies  of  the  dead,  which  now  con- 
ftitutes  the  ton  of  reading?  Human  n^*. 
ture  is  never  free  from  errors  or  weak- 
neflesj  and  a  btnefaftor  of  the  public 
(which  every  good  writer  certainly  is) 
dcferves  better  than  to  have  all  his  leflfer 
peccadillos  exhibited  to  the  triumphant 
gaze  of  literary  eves-droppers.  No  one 
who  enters  on  the  thorny  maze  of  lettered 
life  can  hope  to  efcape  enemies  j  how 
precious  to  fuch  is  every  petty  detail, 
which,  in  reality,  only  proves  that  the  au- 
thor was  a  frail  as  well  as  a  morial  being  1 

•  On  the  fubjedlof  divorce,  fee  Matt,  sth  chap. 
3  2d  verfe. 
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Even  the  utility  of  their  labours  is  di- 
'ininifhed,  by  thus  raking  into  the  private 
charafters  of  thofe  who  have  deferved  re- 
nown as  public  inftrudors,  Steele  was 
elegant  as  a  writer,  and  perfuaGve  as  a  nio- 
ralift.  True ;  but  Steele  afted  by  other 
laws  than  thofe  which  he  enforced  j  for  he 
was  a  debauchee  and  a  fpendthrift.  Will 
thofe  who  know  this  be  equally  convinced 
by  his  arguments,  or  reftrained  by  his 
fatire  ?  Johnfon  was  a  floven,  adogmatifl, 
and  a  voracious  eater,  uncouth  in  his  per- 
fon,  and  difpleafing  in  his  manners.  Had 
we  only  known  him  from  his  literary  re- 
mains, we  (hould  have  pronounced  him  a 
gentleman,  a  fage,  and  a  faint. 

And  (hall  we  then  make  no  enquiries 
after  thofe  whofe  voice  was  once  heard  in 
all  lands,  when  they  are  laid  cold  and  (ilent 
in  the  dark  houfe  of  their  forefathers  ? 
Shall  no  memorial  be  placed  upon  their 
graves,  but  what  their  own  genius  raifed 
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during  their  lives?  None,  perhaps,  ,can 
be  equally  appropriate ;  but  if  we  allow 
friendftiip  or  literary  attachment  to  bring 
an  offering,  let  the  garland  be  chafte  and 
dignified.  Let  not  an  irreverent  hand 
heedlefsly  tear  away  that  facred  veil, 
which  Ihould  cover  the  failings  as  well  as 
the  ruins  of  mortality.  But  if  their  errors 
were  fo  interwoven  with  their  hiftory  that 
they  muft  be  mentioned,  or  if  the  good 
of  the  living  ftimulates  you  to  difregard 
the  privacy  of  the  grave,  hewau^  as  you 
value  your  own  immortal  foul,  or  would 
avoid  being  refponfible  for  the  fedudtion 
of  thoufands  whom  your  falfe  gloffes  may 
vitiate,  beware  of  giving  to  what  is  wrong 
the  difguife  oi  merit.  Call  not  impiety  by 
the  name  of  Angularity  •,  afcribe  not  the 
praife  of  liberality  to  licentioufnefs.  Let 
not  a  traducer  of  the  word  of  God  be 
recorded  as  its  zealous  illuftratori  and 
never  call  an  apoftle  of  fedition  a  peace- 
u  2  able 
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able  and  valuable  fubjefl:.  If  you  nar- 
rate the  aftions  of  a  Tom  Paine  or  a 
Jonathan  Wild,  do  not  copy  their  men- 
tal portraits  from  a  Walfinghanl  or  a 
Crichton.  The  life  of  a  bad  man  may 
be  rendered  a^  inftruftive  as  the  acfven- 
tures  of  a  hero  j  but  not  by  confounding 
their  irreconcikable  charafteriftics. 

When  a  biographer  avoids  thefe  errors, 
and  remains  alike  faithful  to  truth  and 
to  delicacy,  his  labours  may  be  claffcd 
among  the  moft  inftruftive  ftudies,  pro- 
vided he  be  fufEciently  guarded  againfi: 
the  prevailing  error  of  dilation.  Of  late 
years,  books  feem  to  be  infefted  with  the 
difeafe  of  the  enchanted  helmet  of  Otranto; 
and  have  taken  to  fuch  an  enormous  heav- 
ing and  fwrelling,  that  many  fage  prog- 
nofticators  foretel  that  they  will  certainly 
overwhelm  the  caftle  of  literature,  Con- 
fcious  that  my  own  labours  have  fome- 
wtiat  contributed  to  this  ftupendous  mafs, 
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I  will  confine  my  cenlures  to  a  (pecies  of 
publication  in  which  dXprefent  I  have  clean 
hands.  The  private  letters  of  dcceafed 
public  charafters,  promife  to  furnifh  fuch 
an  inexhauftible  fupply  of  materials  to  the 
gormandizing  appetite  of  readers,  that  it 
is  indeed  doubtful  (if  we  may,  without 
irreverence,  apply  the  words  of  infpira- 
tion  to  another  fubjeft)  "  whether  the 
"  world  will  contain  the  books  that  w/tf 
'*  be  written."  Nothing  can  be  better 
calculated  to  gratify  thofe  who  devour 
rather  than  digeji  reading,  than  fragments 
happily  hefcued  from  the  lumber  garrets, 
and  efcaped  the  brooms  of  houfc^maids 
and  the  fury  of  cooks  i  for  the  majority  of 
thefe  compofitions  will  never  prove  the 
leaft  burden  to  the  memory,  and  muft  at 
every  perufal  poflcfs  all  the  charms  of 
novelty,  fave  that  of  being  wet  from  the 
prefs.  When  the  confidential  communica- 
tions of  really  eminent  people  arc  thua 
IT  3  forced 
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forced  into  notice,  we  may  call  it  the  moft 
barbarous  method  of  aflTaflinating  litcra-» 
ture  that  has  ever  been  invented  j  for  it  is 
compelling  the  dead  to  murder  their  own 
reputation,  and  enjoining  the  living  to 
reftrain  all  thofe  ebullitions  of  the  heart 
which  give  value  to  friendly  correfpond- 
ence.  It  is  ftrange,  that  confciencc  does 
not  operate  as  a  check  upon  this  book- 
making  propenfity.  The  fuggeflions  of 
a  literary  friend  are  too  facred  to  be  ex- 
pofcd  to  vanity  ;  nor  (hould  a  page  of  a 
deceafed  author  be  committed  to  public 
view,  which  we  are  convinced  the  writer 
intended  to  confign  to  oblivion.  Surely^ 
to  do  fo  is  as  indecorous  as  to  tear  the 
decaying  body  from  the  concealing  grave, 
and  to  exhibit  its  humiliating  corruption. 
Let  thofe  whofe  eager  curiofity  is  gratified 
by  thefe  perufals,  put  themfelves  in  the 
place  of  the  writer,  and  then  decide  on  the 
reftitude  and  delicacy  of  thcfe  expolures.' 

The 
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The  hiftory  of  the  globe  that  wc  in- 
habit, iinqueftionably  holds  the  next  place 
to  the  ftudy  of  the  nature,  duties,  and 
alliens  of  nnankind.  Voyages  and  travels^, 
illuftrated  by  a  competent  acquaintancer 
with  geography  and  natural  hiftory,  form 
a  moft  inftruflivc  branch  of  literature, 
extremely  well  calculated  to  improve  and 
inform  the  underftanding  of  our  fex ;  for 
here,,  as  I  before  obferved  of  hiftory,  we 
^muft  generally  be  contented  to  know 
things  by  report,  inftead  of  aftual  obfer- 
vation.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that 
this  fpecies  of  knowledge,  like  natu- 
ral philofophy,  has  been  ufed  as  a  me-, 
dium  for  conveying  the  poifon  of  deifm  ; 
and  that  nature,  in  this  inftance  alfo, 
fhould  be  fo  mifreprefented  as  to  make, 
her  Jpeak  a  language  boftik  to  revelation. 
Thofe  pefts  of  fociety,  the  illuminized^ 
philofophifts  of  anarchy,  have  ftill  further 
foiled  the  pure  page  of  fcience,  by  the 
V  4  intro- 
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introduftion  of  defcriptions  at  which  chaf- 
tity  would  revolt,  and  have  fhewn  them* 
pelves  fuch  hardy  advocates  of  depravity> 
as  to  facrifice  unity  of  defign  to  the  dc- 
firc  of  contaminating'  others.  There  are, 
lK)wever,  many  works  of  this  kind  exempt 
from  thefe  ftrong  objeftions ;  and  a  young 
woman  in  eafy  circumftances  cannot, 
without  grofs  ignorance,  neglcft  a  branch 
of  information  which  brings  her  acquaint- 
ed with  the  world  of  which  Ihe  is  an  in- 
habitant. 

^  The  adventures  of  travellers  and  failors 
ate  often  fo  extraordinary,  and  the  vicifli- 
tlides  and^dangers  to  which  they  arc  ex- 
pofed  are  fo  interefting,  that  I  cannot  help 
recommending  this  defcription  of  reading, 
to  roufe  the  attention  and  correft  the  er- 
rors of  thofe  pitiable  people^  who  are  the 
Viftims  of  imaginary  diftrefles."  Spleen^ 
etinui,  chagrin,  laflitude,  and  all  the  va- 
rious train  of  mifcrics  which  extreme  in- 
dulgence^ 
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'  dtilgcnce,  diffipation,  or  romantic  expefta- 
tioo,  are  apt  to  engender,  muft  furely  feet 
their  own  infignificance,  and  the  abfurdity 
of  their  petty  woes,  when  they  accom- 
pany a  Byron  around  the  barren  (hores  of 
Terri  del  Fuego,  in  fearch  of  the  fpOii- 
taneous  produ6lions  of  penurious  nature  i 
or  fail  with  an  Inglefield  in  an  open  boat, 
alnioft  deftitute  of  food,  acrofs  the  wide 
cxpanfe  of  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Is  it  really 
fuch  a  mifery  to  be  left  out  of  a  pleatfant  ^ 
party,  to  have  a  dinner  fpoiled,  or  a  goWn 
ill-made  ?  Look  at  Alexander  Selkirk  on 
his  folitary  ifland,  divided,  as  the  experi- 
ence of  many  an  annual  fun  had  told  him, 
from  human  fociety,  and  expofed  to  the 
horrid  profpeft  of  perilhing  for  want,  whtfn 
decrepitude  fhould  prevent  him  from  em- 
ploying Kis  bodily  agility  in  procuring  his 
daily  food.  Contemplate  the  heroical  af- 
fociates  of  Cook  at  their  loathed  repafl:  j  yet 
undauntedly  perfevering  in  the  magnani- 
u  S  mous 
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xnous  (Jeflgn  of  afcertainingj  whether  the 
;cheerlefs  don^ains  of  the  Antarftic  Pole 
^  could  add  to  the  renown  or  ftrength  of 
their  country.  Behold  the  brave  Ledyardi 
or  the  patient  Park,  naked,  fick,  and  deC- 
titute,  in  the  wilds  of  Samojedia,  or  the 
morafles  of  Bambara.  Remember  that 
they  had  bodies  and  minds  framed  of  the 
fame  materials  with  your  own;  blufti  at 
dilguifing  your  faftidious  felfiflinefs  under 
the  name  of  fenfibility,  and  lift  up  your 
eyes  to  Heaven  in  pious  gratitude  at  your 
happier  lot. 

From  fadt  and  moral  illuftration,  let  us 
now  turn  to  the  regions  of  fiftion ;  where, 
with  your  permiffion,  I  will  endeavour  to 
draw  a  brief  contrail  between  ancient  and 
modern  romance,  as  far  as  it  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  connedled  with  national  cha- 
rafter.  That  fair  aflemblage  of  lovelinefs, 
peace,  fimplicity,  and'purity,  which  youth- 
ful poets  ufed  to  paint,  and  Surreys  and 
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Sydneys  purfued,  has  now  defertcd  the 
ideas  of  the  bard  and  romancer.     I  fcarce-- 
lydare  confefs  the  partiality  which  I  feel 
for  the  exiled  ftaufes,  or  lament  that,  un- 
lefs  they  are  devoted  to  fome  local  or  far- 
caftical  fubjeft,  they 'can  fcarcely  be  en-- 
dured  by  the  fair  languid  ftudent,  even 
during  the  moment  when   *^  her  gentle 
"  foubrette  taftefully  arranges  her  braided 
*^  trefles,'*  or  folds  in  feeming  negligence 
the  undulating  flow  of  her  drapery.     Mor 
dern  difcoveries  have  clearly  afcertained, . 
that  it  was  a  geographical  abfurdity  to> 
*    fuppofe  that  Arcadia  ever  formed  a  part 
of  Old  England  \  and  the  removal  of  this 
region  of  difinterefted  love  arid  pure  fen* 
timent  has  been  followed  by  the  baniih— 
ment  of  all  its  inhabitants.    Nymphs  and 
fwains,  dancing; fauns,  and  piping  fatyr^,, 
all  have  vanilhed,  together  with  thofe  in-- 
valuable  tokens  of  inviolable  attachment, , 
"  true  lovers  knots,"  and.  *'  crooks  bcr 
v6  ^'fludded'*' 
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^  ftodddd*'  ar'ouAd.  We  are  become  fy 
much  more  enlightened  than  our  imme- 
diate predeceflbrs,  that  I  qucftion  whether 
Maid  Marian  would  now  condefcend  to 
accept  a  garland  of  vale  flowers  from  Colin 
Clout,  without  informing  him  that  Mifs 
Betty  Blackberry  laughed  at  all  flowers 
which  were  not  made  by  the  milliner. 

The  fair  imaginer  of  the  prefent  day  is 
formed  upon  the  model  of  fbnrie  lovely 
heroine,  whofc  name  runs  through  five 
fyllables  of  vowels  and  liquids,  and  whofe 
tharafter  and  endowments  are  a  com- 
pendium of  the  wonderful.  She  is  cither 
born  in  very  high  life,  or  by  fome  happy 
arrangement  gets  aniong  Pukes,  Earls, 
and  Lords,  or,  it  may  be,  a  Prince  or  two, 
by  way  of  variety  -,  where  Ihc  vanquilhes 
a  fufficient  number  of  hearts,  and  lofcs 
her  own  to  fome  very  rich  and  exem- 
plary man,  with  whom  it  is  neceflary  (he 
ihould  have  a  vaft  many  mifunderftand- 
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ings;  fometimes  arifing  from  rtiiftafce^, 
ind  fometimes  from  the  villany  of  rivals 
or  relations.  Either  the  gentleman  or  the 
lady  muft  be  fure  to  lofe  a  fortune  j  but 
theh  they  miift  alfo  (do  what  is  fo  very 
common  in  real  life)  find  a  much  greater 
unexpeSiedly.  They  muft  alfo  be  very 
near  dying  i  but  this  muft  be  about  the 
end  of  the  fixth  volume,  by  way  of  fmooth- 
ing  dl  difficulties  to  the  marriage  cere- 
mony, which  takes  place  in  the  fevenfh,. 
and  difmifles  the  unparallcUed  pair  to 
iertain  felicity  j  the  evehtful  part  of  theif 
lives  being  now  over^  they  are  only  to  frilk 
like  lambs  or  coo  like  doves. 

It  may  indeed  happen,  that  iht  coftumt 
of  the  romance  may  change,  and  the  hero- 
ine be  conducted  through  the  enchanted 
labyrinth  of  gothic  foenery  and  adventure^ 
inftead  of  fummer  bathing- places  and  win- 
ter galas.  Here  it  will  be  necefTary  to 
produce  lefs  embarrafsment  and  m<tre  mi* 
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firy.  If  there  be  lefs  edifying  conver(a«i» 
tion,  the  reader  will  be  oftener  chilled  by 
horror  and  petrified  with  aftoniftiment. 
She  will  here  recognize  many  old  ac-p 
quaihtance;  the  niodern. valet  and  pert 
chambermaid  will  be  antiquated  in  nothing 
but  drefs  and  name.  Parents  and  rivals 
will  retain  their  inveterate  obliquity  i  and 
the  grand  requifites^  an  unexceptionable 
lover  and  a  fplendid  fortune,  will  never 
be  omitted.  Few  ftudies  would  be  more 
improving  than  the  perufal  of  a  familiar 
fiftitious  narrative  really  written  in  •  days 
of  yore.  To  know  how  the  belles  of  an- 
tiquity thought,  talked  j  and  aded*,  would 
afford  an  exquifite  treat  to  (I  hope  not 
irreverent)  curiofity ;  but  we  can  derive 
but  little  gratification  from  feeing  the 
luxurious,  fentinriental, .  philofophizing  fe- 

•  The  Memoirs  of  Agrippina  might  here  be  com- 
mended as  a  fufficiently  faithful  tranfcript  df  antient 
manners^  but  they  afpir^  to  Hill  higher;applaufe. 
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male  of  the  eighteenth  century,  placed  iir 
the  bower-wkidow,  where^  three  hundred 
years  ago^  the  Lady  of  theCaftle  "  fat  in 
*^  penfive  mood,  and  look'd  o'er  hill  and 
/'  dale."  Is  it  not  like  a  Bond-ftreet 
drefs-maker  attired  in  the  ftole  of  the 
emprels  Julia  ? 

The  higher  walk  of  gothjc  narrative 
has  been  fuccefsfuUy  occupied  by  a  lady 
of  real  genius  and  informed  judgment. 
She  feems  to  have  varied  the  eventful  fcene 
as  far  as  our  knowledge  of  other  times 
will  admit  j  but  her  power  l>as  been  chiefly 
fhewn  in  contriving  myfteries  fo  dreadful 
and  inexplicable,  that  even  her  own  fertile 
imagination  can  do  no  more  thaa  break  the 
fpell  atonce,  as  it  is  impoflible  to  make 
the  denouement  fully  gratify  the  foul-har- 
rowing fufpence  by  which  it  was  preceded. 
I  have  fufpeftcd,-  that  this  writer,  with  all 
her  appropriate  knowledge  of  her  fubjefts, 
felt  the  difficulty  of  fupporting  the  pro- 
priety 
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prhty  oT  manners  of  which  fo  few  traits 
have  been  preferved ;  and  therefore  com- 
prefled  the  narrative  part  of  her  works> 
by  beftowing  more  fpace  on  her  defcrip- 
tions  of  nature,  which  are  always  fublimc 
and  beautiful  ^  though  the  reader  feels 
them  fometimes  painfully  fulpend  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  ftory.  This  local  painting  is^ 
however,  deferiptive  of  the  manners  of  the 
times  that  (he  treats  of,  as  well  as  bf  the^ 
unaltered  face  of  rural  beauty.  In  times 
of  feudal  grandeur,  the  folitary  Baronels 
muft  (while  her  Lord  was  engaged  in  the 
fports  of  the  chace,  or  the  toils  of  war) 
have  often  amufed  her  penfive  hours  by- 
feeing  the  ietting  fun  light  up  the  au- 
tumnal foliage  of  the  foreff  into  a  thoufarid 
glowing  tints,  or  in  tracing  "  the  pale  re- 
*'  flex  of  Cynthia's  brow"  on  the  fullen 
waters  of  the  lake.  But  to  return  from 
this  digreflive  commendation. 

What 


y  Google 


449 

What  cffcft,  (hair  we  enquire,  has  the 
general  turn  of  fiftitious  adventure  on  an 
age  in  which  e^ery  young  woman  reads, 
and  many  confine  their  knowledge  to  this 
ipecies  of  mifinformarion  ?  Does  it  teach 
them  what  things  hasoe  been^  or  what  things 
dre  ?  Certainly  not  j  for  fuch  beings  and 
fuch  an  order  of  things,  never  did  nor 
ever  can  exift.  Parents  are  quite  as  apt 
to  judge  rightly  for  their  children,  as  chil- 
dren are  to  form  a  proper  eftimatc  of 
what  b  good  for  themfelves;  and  the 
chance  between  the  dijintereft^efs  of  pa- 
ternal afFcftion,  and  that  of  him  who 
plays  the  lover's  part,  is  in  favour  of  the 
former.  Heroes  and  heroines,  or,  in  plain 
Englilh,  men  and  women,  never  did  pof- 
fcfs  fuch  an  accumulation  of  fplendid 
graces  and  virtues  as  are  coUefted  to- 
gether in  thefe  falfe  prifms.  The  uftrea- 
fonably  fulpicious  lover  is  fure  to  makd 
tn  unreafonably  jealous  huiband.   Violent 
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atrachments  arc  either  never  lafting,  or  the 
IburGc  of  unhappinefs,  being  always  ac- 
companied wUh  painful  irritation  of  mincL 
Suitable  ofitrs  of  marriage  occur  toa 
rarely,  for  a  young  woman  to  expeil  more 
from  the  majority  of  her  followers,  than 
that  cvanefcent  admiratioa which  is  paid  to 
all  who  have  the  reputation  of  fortune,  wit, 
or  beauty.  Virtue  is  more  feverely  tried 
by  a  multiplicity  of  petty  evils,  than  by. 
great  confliAs ;  and  benevolence  difplays 
her  heavenly  nature  by  minute  attentions,, 
oftener,  and  with  more  beneficial  efFeft, 
than  by  extraordinary  exertions.  ^  Sudden, 
yeverfes  of  fortune  are  unufual,  and  fo  are 
afts  of  gr^at  liberality.  Adventures  rarely 
happen  to  a  prudfent  woman,  %nd  never 
without  injury  to  her  reputation.  ^  Licen- 
tious intentions  are  feldom  formed  with- 
out a  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  and  the  mofl 
hardened  rake  may  be  awed  by  unaffuming 
^ifcret^oni 
.  ^  **  la 
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**  In  ptirt,  (he  is  W  blame  who  has  been  tried, 
•'  He  comes  too  near,  who  comes  to  be  denied." 

The  firft  motibns  of  evil  may  be  re- 
fifted,  if  the  thoughts  be  not  permitted  to 
ftray  cowards  an  unlawful  obje(5t>  or  to 
fonder  on  the  means  by  which  wicked 
ends  nnay  be  accomplijhed.  They  who  trifle 
with  temptation  expofe  themfclves  to  the 
danger  of  defeat,  and  deferve  the  ruiri 
which  they  fuftain.  Marriage  may  be  faid 
rather  to  open  than  to  clofe  the  eventful 
period  of  female  life ;  fince  it  is  by  that 
means  that  we  enter  on  a  fcene  of  enlarged 
ufefulnefs,  activity,  and  refponfibility  y 
nor  is  marrying  thd  man  whom  we  fondly 
love  an  invulnerable  proteflion  from  the 
ihafts  of  forrow ;  perhaps  it  is  oftener  a 
ready  inlet  to  the  pangs  of  difappointment,^ 
or  the  cares  of  folicitude. 

1  Gould  write  volumes  to  expofe  thofe 
falfe  views  of  human  life,  which  doubtlefs 
have  accelerated  that  change  of  female 

manneiss 


y  Google 


453 

manners  which  we  all  fee  and  deplore. 
Had  not  fo  nciuch  idolatrous  incenfe  been 
offered  to  beauty,  grace,  and  nyniph-like 
cl^ancc;  had  fo  many  fafcinating  de- 
fcriptions  never  been  given  of  the  plea- 
lures,  enjoyments,  and  advantages  of  rank 
and  fortune,  the  elegantes  of  humble  life 
would  have  been  far  lefs  numerous,  and 
we  fhould  have  retained  fome  valuable 
fluff,  capable  of  being  converted  into 
the  wives  of  traders  and  yeomen.  Let 
not  thofe  who  confine  themfelves  to  this 
ftyle  of  reading  lyiake  a  merit  of*  having 
been  at  their, hooks.  Mifchievous  reading 
is  worfe  than  unfophifticated  ignorance. 

It  would,  however,  be  culpable  fafti- 
dioufnefs,  and  grofs  injuftice,  to  involve 
all  fiftitious  narrative  in  this  fevere  cen- 
fure.  A  (pecies  of  writingj  that  is  in- 
riched  by  the  compofidons  of  many  of 
our  mod  diftinguiihed  moralifts  and  fages^ 
c^not  be  undeferving  of  a  particular  at* 
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infbrn>ed  mind.  While,  therefore,  we 
ftignnarize  the  reptile  brood  who  annually 
vivify  with  the  fummer  heat,  as  at  oncie 
the  offspring  and  the  food  of  idlenefs  j  let 
us  acknowledge,  that  next  to  thofe  moral 
eflays  which  breathe  the  wif^om  of  a 
Johnfon  or  the  fuavity  of  an  Addifon,  a 
well-written  novel  is  the  beft  introduftion 
to  the  knowledge  of  life  and  manners,  and 
may  juftly  claim  to  be  the  aflbciate,  but 
not  the  fubiftittJte,  of  graver  (Indies.  It 
has  lately  been  denied,  that  Richardfon 
painted  manners  as  they  really  were ;  his 
moral  excellence  will,  however  prefervc 
him  a  place  in  the  efteem  of  every  well- 
principled  reader;  and  his  pathetic  and 
defcriptive  powers  will  enchain  attention, 
while  his  piety  mud  transfufe  feme  devout 
fentiments  into  the  moft  cold  and  worldly 
bofom.  You  will  obferve,  that  I  confine 
this  commendation  to  his  Clarifla   and 
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ferred the  exhibition  of  the  grotefque  and 
depraved  part  of  our  ipecies :  fuch  almoft 
intuitive  knowledge  of  the  human  heart 
^as  the  former  poflefled,  combined  with 
the  morality  and  pathos  of  Richardfon, 
would  have  formed  the  defideratum  in  this 
clafs  of  literature.  The  fimplicity,  inno- 
cence, and.  nature  of  Goldfmith,  have 
never  been  equalled;  and  amopg  the 
many  copyifts  of  the  fine  gothic  romance 
of  Otranto,  only  female  genius  can  urge 
any  pretenfions  to  fuccefs.  I  could  men- 
tion many  novels  in  the  narrative,  or, 
what  is  more  difficult,  in  the  epiftolary 
ftyle,  which  well  deferve  a  place  in  your 
library;  but  a  too  frequent  perufal  even 
of  thefe  Ihould  be  avoided,  as  it  may  vi- 
tiate your  tafte,  and  caufe  you  to  dijrelijb 
more  important  ftudies. 

Poetry  is  fo  much  out  of  falhion,  and 
fo  changed  in  its  charafter,  that  I  feel  at 
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^  lofs  what  to  fay  publicly  on  what  I 
know  is  your  favorite  reading-  The 
mufes  have  been  charged  with  doing  very 
ferious  niifchief  to  us  females ;  but  I  con- 
fefe  that  I  think  their  crimes  have  been 
exaggerated,  or  at  lead  that  they  were 
lefs  faulty  than  the  compofitions  which 
have  fupplanted  them.  They  rarely  ven- 
tured out  of  the  world  of  imagination  ; 
and  few  readers  would  be  {o  green  in 
judgment,  as  to  miftake  their  language 
for  that  of  real  life.  The  modern  mufe 
has  been  accufed  of  incurring  the  guilt 
of  3emocracy :  it  is  allowed,  that  even  her 
genuine  offspring  have  ever  ftrung  their 
lyres  to  the  high  key  of  liberty;  but 
then  it  was  to  that  liberty  which  is  con^ 
ftjient  with  order ^  juflke,  and  virfuc ;  thofe 
cheriflied  feelings  of  every  real  lover  of 
this  charming  fcience.  But  we  muft  alfo 
obferve,  that  an  alien  colony,  whofe 
members  have  for  ages  been  endeavouring 
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to/iTomik  up  the  bqgHts  of  Parnaflus 
by  bye-roads,  and  who  very,  n^uch  re- 
fipmble  monkies,  not  only  in  their  ftyle  of 
climbingy    but  in    the    art  of  degrading 
mUati(m^    have   produced    nothing   but 
V  fcrannel  notes"  from  the  bladder  and 
firing,  which  they  would  perfuade  us  is 
^e  genuine  harp   of  Tyrtasus,      Thefe 
certainly^  to  fpeak  }n  the  voice  of  a  true 
votary  of  Phoebus,  "  mean  licence  when 
^«  they  cry  liberty**'.     The  dreadful  afts 
of  an^^hy  which  this  age  h^  withered, 
have  ^HiSo  rather  pntuned  the  public  ear 
(ox  the  ibng  of  freedom  y  and  mad^  us 
/uJ^Sf  danger,  where  our  anceftors  would 
ortly  htLVtfih  rapture.     I  am  not  s^polo- 
gtsiog  fi>r  the  difcordant  bards  of  fadliion, 
whofe  jgune  malice  I  at  once  deteft  and 
defpife*     I  am  only  fuppofing  it  fqffible^ 
that  the  glowing  vifions  of  a  vivid  ima- 
gination may  have  occafioned  fome  inad- 
•  See  Milton^s  Sonncu. 
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vcrtent  fallies,  which  the  temper  of  th« 
times  renders  dangerous ;  and  the  confe- 
quences  of  which  the  writers  themfelves, 
when  the  "  fine  frenzy"  of  imagination 
fubfides,  will  be  the  firft  to  deplore. 

Of  late  years  (except  in  the  political 
light  which  we  have  juft  noticed)  poetry 
has  rarely  deferved  the  reproach  of  mif- 
leading  the  paflions ;  being  moftly  either 
dcfcriptive,  didadlic,  or  metaphyfical.  In 
the  hand  of  a  Hayley  or  a  Seward,  it 
has  fucccfsfuUy  Ihewn  its  capability  of 
forcibly  narrating  domeftic  incidents,  or 
elucidating  critical  rcfearch.  Its  power 
of  analyzing  metaphyfical  properties  has 
been  fuccefsfully  proved  by  Rogers  and' 
Campbell.,  The  turgid  attire  of  bom- 
baftic  epithet,  and  the  cold  uninterefting 
accumulation  of  abftraft  ideas,  fo  lately 
pufied  into  fa(hion,  ieems  yielding  to  that 
force  of  feeling,  elegant  fimplicity  of  ex- 
preflion,  and  lucid  yet  elevated  arrange- 
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ment  of  ideas,  which  charafterizcd  the 
happieft  efforts  of  the  mufe  in  her  days 
of  exaltation.  The  popularity  of  Cow- 
per's  poenis  has  doubtlels  contributed  to 
this  happy  change ;  in  which  the  fterling 
grandeur  of  the  thought,  and  the  exqui- 
fite  appropriatenefs  of  the  imagery,  com- 
penfates  for  carclefsncfs  of  expreflion,  or 
oGcafional  untunablenefs  of  the  meafure. 
We  muft,  however,  lament  that  the  pe- 
culiar turn  of  his  religious  principles  de- 
prives this  charming  poet  of  his  natural 
gentlenefs,  whenever  the  Clergy  of  the 
Church  of  England,  or  our  fyftem  of 
public  education,  falls  within  the  reach 
of  his  obfervations. 

But  though  we  hail  with  rapture  the 
aufpicious  omens  of  a  purer  tafte  in  poefy, 
the  times  are  for  ever  vanifhed  which 
fanftioned  the  allegorical  triumphs  of  Or- 
pheus. Good  verfe  requires  confideration  5 
without  which,  it  is  impqffibk  to  appreciate 
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Its  beauties.     Poetry  alfo  is  one  of  thofc 
unfortunate   fcienccs    which   have  never 
been  gifted  with  a  golden  key  to  unlock 
the  temple  of  Mammon*,     Can  we  there- 
fore wonder,  that  in  a  fpeculating  mer- 
cenary age  fhe  Ihould  chaunt  forth  her 
ftrains  to  the  unregarding  ear  of  negleft  ? 
Yet,  though  the  later  efforts  of  the  mufes 
have     been   comparatively    unfuccefsful, 
falhion  has  not  yet  dared  to  degrade  thofe 
bards  of  deathlefs  fame  to  whom  the  con- 
curring voice  of  ^^, ages  has  afcribed  a 
fafe  pre-eminence,  and  whom,  confequent- 
ly,  all  2irt  forced  to  praifey  though  few  ready 
and  fewer  underjland  them.    As  the  charm 
of  poliftied  numbers  muft  add  beauty  to 
every  defcription,  and  force  to  every  {tn* 
timent,  a  well-chofen  fele(5lion  of  poetry 
becomes  proper  furniture  for  every  young 
kdy*s  cl(rfet ;    and  (he  would  do  well  to 
commit  to  memory  fuch  paflages  as  are 
mod  diftinguilhed  for  exquifite  imagery 
X  2  or 
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or  impreflive  obfervation.  I  have  derivdi- 
much  moral  improvement,  as  well  as  in- 
tclleftual  enjoyment,  by  recalling  the  talks 
of  my  early  iife  to  my  remembrance  5  for 
by  fo  doing  I  have  foothed  the  hour  of 
anxiety^  diverted  the  languor  of  fatigue^ 
and  held  communion  with  the  moft  exalted 
minds^  at  a  time  when  I  could  not  have 
procured  any  other  amufcment, 

I  wifh  to  diftinguifh  the  tragic  and 
comic  mufes  from  their  poetical  fifter^ 
becaufe  I  fear  that  they  may  be  more 
juftly  charged  with  high  crimes  and  mif- 
demeanors.  As  they  certainly  continue 
to  be  public  favourites^  they  are  truly 
culpable  for  renouncing  their  allegiance 
to  their  fovereign  Phcebus,  and  betraying 
that  ftrong-holdj  the  public  amufements 
of  a  poliflied  Jiation,  into  the  h^ds  of 
the  Goddefs  of  Nonfcnfe,  or  the  X)emon 
of  Anarchy,  to  the  great  danger  of  the> 
underftanding  and  welfare  of  the  faid  na- 
tion. 
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taught  yoxjt,  that  IJufpeEl  this  charge  to  be 
jiift.  Public  diverfions  have  a  material 
influence  on  public  morals,  and  therefore 
are  connefted  with  every  part  of  the  ex- 
fenfivc  fubjeft  that  we  are  inveftigating. 
It  was  Remarked  by  a  fpirited  and  intelli- 
gent obferver  of  life  and  manners*,  iit 
the  middle  of  the  laft  century,  that  "  moft 
^*  popular  Gompofitions  were  alarmingly 
^  democraticali"  and  ftie  predifted  con- 
fequences  that  we  have  lived  to  fee  real- 
ized. Yet>  notwithftanding  the  convic- 
fton  which  mufl:  arife  from  the  experience 
of  cvil>  and  the  deteflion  of  abfurdity^ 
our  "  Sovereign  the  people*'  continues  ta 
receive  as  much  incenfe  from^  Melpomene 
and  Thalia,  as  if  we  had  never  found  out 
that  his  Majefty  was  only  a  ufurper. 
You  will  probably  remind  me,  that  thcfe 

*  Lady  M.  W,  Montague.    See  her  Pofthamout 
Works. 
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ladies  are  really  innocent ;  that  the  thmgl 
to  which  I  allude,  whether  I  call  them 
"  phyfic  or  farces"  were  made  to  be  fccn 
and  fold,  not  to  be  read  and  remeBabered ; 
and  therefore  they  are  improperly  intro- 
duced under  the  title  of  female  ftudies, 
I  {land  corrected,  and  will  only  detain 
you  with  a  few  remarks  on  the  dramatical 
remains  of  former  times.-    ' 

Few  cenfors  are  fo  rigid  as  to  prohibit 
the  beft  efforts  of  the  tragic  mufe;  and 
unqueftionaWy  the  pages  of  Shakfpeare, 
independent  of  the  corufcations  of  genius, 
beam  with  the  unclouded^  blaze  of  moral 
fplendour.  The  like  may  be  faid  of  the; 
pure  untainted  plays  of  Thomfon,  whofe 
chafte  and  clafllc  fcenes  muft  ever  delight 
in  the  clofct.  Nor  do  the  ftronger  colour- 
ing and  warmer  paffions  of  Rowe  miflead 
his  readers  from  the  hallowed  (hrine  of 
virtue,  though  he  frequently  facrifices  na- 
ture to  defcription  and  declamation.     A 
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Writer  would  deferve  much  from  the  pub- 
lic, who  (hould  purify  the  mixed  dramas 
of  Otway  and  Southerne,  and  preferve 
what  genius  has  immortalized,  without 
its  naufeous  and  poifonous  alloy.  Our 
early  comedies  deferve  and  require  a  fimi* 
3ar  purgation  j  but  in  noany,  excifton  will 
not  be  fufEcient  j  the  plot,  as  well  as  the 
language,  muft  be  reformed,  to.  make 
them  fafe  companions.  It  is  much  tp 
be  lamented,  that  a  convidtion  of  thefe 
faults  ha$  not  operated  upon  our  prefept. 
race  of  writers,  further  than  to  make  them 
verbally  modcft.  While  blafphemy  re- 
tains the  place  of  indelicacy,  we  may  ra- 
ther talk  of  change  than  reformation.  We 
have  little  caufe  of  exultation  on  the  fcore 
of  morality  in  defign;  and  when  we  in- 
quire after  that  fpirit  of  genius  which, 
gives  a  zed  *to  thefe  compofitions,  we 
;nuft  acknowledge  that  its  fubtile  nature 
has  evaporated  through  the  flimfy  texture 
?c  4  of 
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of  modern  compofition.  In  probability^ 
eharader,  and  wit,  the  mortifying  differ- 
ence is  too  difccrnible.  Some  favourable 
appearances  in  the  theatrical  world  have 
lately  excited  a  hope  that  we  are  entering 
on  a  more  aufpicious  sera;  and  even  in 
what  I  may  term  the  VandaUfm  of  our 
dramas,  a  few  fuccelsful  efforts  will  de-^ 
fervc  your  attention  j  though  not  equal,  in 
number  or  excellence,  to  thofe  which  were 
produced  when  theatrical  tafte  was  at  once 
embellilhed  and  regulated  by  the  hiftrionic 
powers  and  intelligence  of  a  Garrick. 

You  will  a(k  me,  if  I  allow  the  ftage 
to  be  fuch  a  faithful  copy  of  living  man- 
ners, as  to  permit  fcenlc  exhibitions  to  in- 
fluence our  judgements.  In  general,  cer- 
tainly it  is  not;  charafters  and  events 
mull  be  exaggerated  in  wder  to  ftimulate 
attention.  Thofe  pieces  which  copy  the 
more  delicate  touches  of  fentiment  and 
incident,  feldom  afford  enough  of  fitua- 
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tion  and  cfFei^  to  pleafe  in  the  repreferita- 
tion,  though  for  the  former  reafon  they 
are  the  bed  clofet  companions.  It  is  only 
the  province  of  care  and  fupcrior  genius 
to  combine  impreflion  and  fimplicityi  and 
even  thcfc  catch  the  beft  likenefles  when 
they  paint  the  foul  in  a  ftorm  of  paflion,. 
Dramatical  reading,  therefore,  (hould  nei- 
ther/^r^r^^^  nor  exclude  thofe  juft  views  of 
men  and  things,  which  moral,,  hiftorical^ 
and  geographical  knowledge,  cannot  fail 
to  produce.  As  guides  in  our  progrels 
through  life,  we  muft  confider  that  they 
lie  under  all  the  difad vantages  which  Dr» 
Prieftly  afcribes  to  fiftitious  narratives; 
but  I  think  that  thofe  plays  which  are  re- 
moved from  the  manners  and  language 
of  common  life  are  lefs  likely  to  miflead 
than  novels,  which  ever  affeft  the  garb  of 
true  narrative,  and  fometimes  aftually 
profefs  to  defcribe  real  events.  I  recom- 
mend, a  feleft  aflbrtment  of  plays,  as  aa 
X  5.  improve- 
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iniprovement  to  your  taftc,  as  capable  of 
ftoring  your  memory  with  degant  and  im- 
proving ideas,^  and  as  a  corredlive  to  that 
dull  monotony  and  rigid  contradlion  of 
convcrfation  which  charadleriles  mere  tnal^ 
ter  offaSl  readers. 

Works  of  humour,  whether  fatirical  or 
playful,  come  next  to  be  confidered  -,  and 
here  again  I  am  fearful  that  my  obfer- 
vations  may  betray  more  of  attachment 
lh2iX\  judgment.  I  would,  however,  avert 
all  juft  cenfure,  by  ftridtly  prohibiting 
every  compofition  in  the  fmalleft  degree 
infefted  by  indelicacy,  ribaldry,  or  pro- 
fanenefs.  My  motive  for  recommending 
mirthful  produftions  is,  to  check  the  ex- 
treme acutenefs  of  fenfibility,  which  our 
fex  is  apt  to  indulge  at  the  expence  of  our 
rcpoie  ;  and  which  is  beft  corrected  by  the 
admiffion  of  lively  ideas.  Our  propenfity 
to  run  into  the  abfurdities  of  fentiment, 
makes  it  dangeroxis  for  us  to  read  much 
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of  what  Is  addreffed  to  the  imagination 
and  the  pafljons,  without  applying,  to  thofe 
pov^erful  antidotes  of  romance,  humour, 
and  fatire.  I  know  you  will  not  afk  me, 
whether  it  would  be  advifeable  to  prohibit 
all  writings  of  the  former  tendency  i  be- 
caufc  you  will  perceive  that  it  is  aufterity, 
not  prudence,  ^hich  interdids  us  from 
partaking  of  a  delicious  fruit,  left  our  gra- 
tified appetite  (hould  gorge  to  furfeit.  A 
bright  imagination,  a  glow  of  generous 
fentiment  and  polifhed  and  correft  expref- 
fion,  arc  all  parts  of  the  charafter  of  an 
accompliflied  female  i  diverfity  of  idea, 
and  playful  allufion,  may  alfo  claim  ad- 
raiflion  into  this  charming  groupc  of  fitter 
graces. 

fFell'principkd  ridicule  has  often  done 
infinite  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  good  fenfe. 
Even  virtue  and  religion  have  received 
confidcrable  benefit  from  its  fparkling 
darts }  and  in  the  opinion  of  an  enriinent 
^6  theo- 
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theologian*,  humorous  illuftrations  an<l 
ludicrous  contrafts  have  been  honoured  by 
divine  adoption.  Yet  even  well-princi- 
pled ridicufc  may  be  puQied  too  far.  Hu^ 
dibras,  who  certainly  "  laughed  a  frantic 
nation  into  fenfe,"  has  been  cenfured  for 
bringing  religious  ferioufnefs  into  dlfte- 
pute.  Surely,  the  fault  lay  With  his  readers,; 
who,  difgufted  with  the  hypocritical  fa^ 
naticifm  by  which  they  had  been  bewij- 
dered,  confounded  the  very  oppofite  qua^ 
lities  of  piety  and  enthufiafm,  and  trans- 
ferred that  caftigation  to  the  former, 
-which  the  author  meant  to  confine  to  the 
latter.  It  muft,  however,  be  granted,  that 
whoever  undertakes  to  lafti  puritanical  ex- 
cefles  enters  on  dangerous  ground.  "It 
•*  can  never  be  well  done,"  as  the  juft 

•  Dr.  Hey.    He  alludes  to  our  Saviour's  reproof" 
of  Pharifaical  pundtilio,  flraimng  at  a  gnat  and  fwai- 
lowing  a  camel.    See  Theologic^  Lcdtqres,  vol.  ift, 
page  455. 
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quoted    refpcftablc    authority    obfcrves,. 
♦*  unlefs  by  a  perfon  who  clearly  comprc- 
•'  hends  the  diftinftion  between  exceCi  and! 
•*  propriety/*"    I   am  inclined  to  allow, 
that  religious  extravagance  is  not  a  proper 
fubjeft  for  fatirical  exhibition,  unlefs  it  be 
accompanied  by  diffimulation.     The  folly 
of  an  ideot,  or  the  eccentricities  of  a  mad- 
man, may  make  one  fmile ;  but  we  (hould 
turn  with  pain  and  difguft  from  a  carica- 
ture of  fuch  pitiable  objefts.     So  when* 
-  fanatics  are  fincere,  we  ought  to  confider 
them  as  the  viftims  of  a  difordered  intel- 
left  1  and  they  ftiou'ld  alike  move  our  pity 
for  their  misfortunes,  and  our  endeavours 
to  efFeft  their  cure.     But  no  weapon  is  fa 
proper  as  the  dart  of  fatire,  to  deteft  the 
deformity,    and    humble    the    felf- confer 
quence  of  hypocrify. 

Ridicule  has  been  a  ufcful  ally  to  tafle* 
i  need  not  refer  to  the  well  known  efFefts 
produced  by  the  vigorous  pen  of  Cer- 
vantes % 
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vantes ;  we  have  many  happy  inftances  of 
the  power  of  wit  in  our  own  country.  To 
confine  our  obfervations  to  the  more  mo- 
dern, that  fpirited  pamphlet,  entitled  An- 
ticipation, compelled  the  great  oppofition 
leaders  of  thofe  titnts  to  change  their 
mode  of  attack,  and  to  ufe  more  nicety 
of/eleifion  in  the  quality  and  quantity  of 
the  lumber  by  which  they  clogged  the 
wheels  of  government,  left  they  (hould  be 
cried  down  for  plagiarifm ;  and  it  is  ob- 
ferved,  that  brevity,  and  application,  have 
fince  been  preferred  to  rhetorical  flou- 
riflies,  in  this  fpecies  of  oratorical  war- 
fare. Poetry  has  derived  infinite  advan- 
tages from  the  celebrity  of  the  Baviad  ^ 
which  proved  as  fatal  to  the  Delia  Cruf- 
can,  as  the  Loves  of  the  Triangles  did  to 
the  Darwinian  phrafeology.  No  fpecific 
objeft  feems  to  be  purfued  in  the  play  of 
the  Critic ;  but  it  is  well  worthy  of  the 
talents  of  a  Sheridan  to  write  dawn  mo- 
dern 
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dern  dramas ;  and  I  have  too  much  refpeA 
for  that  gentleman's  tafie  to  believe  that 
he  would  avoid  fo  fair  a  viftory  beca^ife 
fome  of  his  own  later  offspring  may  ap- 
pear among  the  "  fmall  infantry'*  which 
his  giant  fpear  could  eafily  overthrow. 

I  (hall  infallibly  expofe  myfclf  to  the 
fnare  of  fome  vigilant  opponent,  who  lies 
perdue  to  catch  me  tripping,  by  naming 
politics  as  a  fuitable  fubjeft  of  female 
ftudy.  If  I  propofed  loading  your  table 
with  controverfial  pamphlets,  journals^ 
replies,  obfcrvations,  queries,  and  all  the 
ephemeral  publications  to  which  local  cir- 
cumftances  afcribe  confequence,  and  which 
pofterity  tofles  to  oblivion,  I  would  fubmit 
to  be  the  fubjefb  of  all  the  good  things 
that  ever  have  been  faid  on  petticoated 
quidnuncs.  But  I  am  not  difpofed  to 
withdraw  you  from  the  pu^e  founts  of  Siloa 
and  Aganippe,  to  plunge  you  into  the  pud- 
dle of  party  conteft,  from  which  our  fex 
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'h  happily  fenced  ofF;  I  fay  happily ;  for 
certainly  the  moft  ftedfaft  virtue,  and  the 
greateft  tranquility  and  conftancy  of  foul, 
can  fcarcely  hope  to  efcape  uncontaminated 
from  the  infeftious  conta<5l  of  public  life. 

But  though  we  are  cxcufed  from  under- 
going the  labours  and  difficulties  of  ftatef- 
men  and  warriors,  I  truft  that  the  affec- 
tions and  duties  of  a  patriot  are  not  ini=- 
mical  to  the  female  chara<5ler.  If  our 
tender  feelings  are  excited  by  the  objeds 
around,  we  muft  love  our  country  in  which 
thofc  objefts  fubfift.  The  fcene  of  our 
early  deKghts,  prefent  enjoyments,  and  fu- 
ture hopes,  muft  be  dear  to  us,  even  on 
felfilh  confiderations.  And  could  we  wil- 
lingly  behold  thofe  Icenes  defaced  ;  could 
we,  without  an  almoft  mortal  pang,  con^ 
template  the  defolation  of  what  is  pleafant, 
and  the  lofs  of  what  is  dear  ?.  Is  there 
really  in  nature  fuch  a  fenfation  z^jQlitary 
unccnneHed  cQpymQnt'i  could  we  be  happy 
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In  a  lonely  wild,  or  a  dreary  cavern,  from 
which  we  had  no  profpeft  to  cfcape  f 
and  what  is  this  world,  but  a  care  or  wil- 
dernefe,  when  all  that  habit  rendered 
agreeable,  or  attachment  made  neceflary^ 
is  gone  ?  We  love,  then,  that  community 
with  which  we  are  cohneftedj  and  by 
analogy  that  fpot  of  earth  where  we  aft 
and  move.  This  Ipot  is  our  country  ^ 
this  community  our  fellow-citizens,  with 
whom  we  have  inherently  contrafted  an 
indiffoluble  league,  and  formed  an  obli* 
gation  to  mutual  aid  and  affeftion. 

Let  us  here  recal  to  our  more  ferTous 
confideration  thofc  awfyl  motives,  which, 
though  I  truft  not  contrary  to,  were  yet 
not  fo  intimately  conneftcd  with,  the  fub- 
jefts  that  we  have  juft  difcuflcd,  and  con* 
fider  our  relation  to  Ibciety,  according  to 
the  views  and  motives  of  religion.  And 
as  it  is  impoffible  to  praftife  our  duty 
without  underftanding  it^  a  knowledge  of 
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the  principles  of  governmeht,  and  the  p*' 
culiar  conftrliftion  and  advantages  of  ouf 
?^wn,  arc  indiipenfably  neccflary  to  all 
^ho  would  aft  as  they  ought  to  their  king 
and  their  country,  their  fuperiors  and  in- 
feriors, their  equals,  ^  their  children,  and 
their  fervants*  This  ibrt  of  information 
differs  in  toto  from  the  party  difcuflions  of 
the  day^  and  feems  our  beft  prefer vativc^ 
from  thofe  confined  politics  which  both 
degrade  and  dtbafe  the  female  charadter. 

Holy  writ  informs  us,  t^at  gradations 
of  rank  proceed  from  the  good  pleafure 
of  the  Almighty,,  who  founded  univerfal 
hapjMnefs  and  fecurity,  in  mutual  want 
and  dependance.  No  one  is  rich,  power- 
ful, or* exalted,  for  their  own  fake;  pre- 
dominance in  any  worldly  advantage  al- 
ways includes  increafed  refponfibility ; 
and  they  who  mifufe  greatnefs  are  feair- 
fuUy  amenable  as  treacherous  betrayers  of 
a  facred  truft.    But  confidering  the  more 
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numerous  temptations  to  which  emU 
ncnce  of  any  kind  iscxpofed,  it  mayjiAly 
require  to  have  its  aflions  viewed  with 
candour,  and  that  it  fhould  be  aJ/ifteJ  ra-* 
ther  than  counteraaed  in  all  its  Jalutary 
purpofes.  Scripture  gives  us  precifely 
this  view  of  our  duty  as  fubjefts,  and 
enforces  it  by  the  peculiar  obligations  of 
Chriftianity*.  Of  this  we  will  fp^ak  here- 
after \  let  us  now  remark,  that  fince  the 
limits  of  power  arc  fo  circumfcribed,  and 
its  obligations  fo  numerous,  it  feems  rather 
a  trial  to  be  dreaded^  than  a  good  to  be 
fought.  Hereditary  rule  may  appear  to  a 
rcclufc  obferver  a  contrivance  to  enforce 
the  aflumption  of  painful  pre-eminence, 
inftead  of  a  defence  againft  the  encroachr 
ments  of  unqualified  intrufion.  The  fruit 
of  "  the  accurfed  tree"  has,  however,  fo 

*  See  Romans,  13  th  chapter,  and  ift  Peter,  2d 
chapter,  on  Chriitian  obedience,  as  proceeding  from 
A  fenfe  of  duty  to  Gpd* 
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Srltoxicated  mankind^  that  thougfi^  tif 
a  wcU-difpofed  mind^  "  obedience  i^ 
•*  eafc,**  many  determine  Aat  **  to  reign  i* 
^  worth  ambition^  even  in  Hell/*  Wheii- 
power  h  purfued  by  undue  means>  there 
is  every  reafon  to  apprehend  that  it  witt 
be  mifapplied;  hence  the  perverfity  of 
mens  hearts  renders  it  neceflkry  to  fecurc 
magifterial  and  regal  authority  from  the 
grafp  of  the  multitude  en  the  one  hand  f 
and  on  the  other^  ta  reftrain  power  within 
riiofe  falutary  limits,  which  may  prevent  it 
from  aflfuming  fuch  undue  weight  as  would 
diabfe  it  to  cru(h  thofe  whom  It  was  in^ 
tended  to  proteft. 

The  excellency  of  the  Britifh  confti- 
tmion>  in  all  the  fundamental  points  of 
right  government^  is  acknowledged.  It 
fecures  perfonal  liberty  and  private  pro- 
perty;, it  renders  the  peafant,^  as  far  as 
relates  to  his  domeftic  ficuation>  as  fecure- 
as  the  fovereign  i  and  it  precludes  the 
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ffbvereign  Tiimfclf  from  infringing  the  righ$ 
of  the  fubjeft.     Liberty  is  well  defined 
^to  be,  not  the  power  of  doing  what  yon 
pleafey  for  that  is  licentioufnefs,  but  the 
iecurity  that  others  (hall  not  do  as  they 
pleafe  with  yon.     Holy  writ  furnilbes  me- 
inorable  examples  of  the  tiiiferics  that  en^ 
fued  from  *^  every  man's  doing  that  which 
^*  was  right  in  his  own  eyes*."    A  mofe 
linking  view  of  the  changeable  humour 
of  a  moht  and  the  blind  turbulence  of 
popular  Gomnaotion,  cannot  be  given,  than 
what  was  exhibited  in  the  lafticenes  of  our 
Ijord's  life,  or  in  the  trials  which  his  faith- 
ful apoftle  Paul  experienced  at  Lyftra  and 
Ephefus. 

Your  hiftorical  purfoits^will  explain  ton 
ycm  the  advantages  which  our  political 
coaftitution  pofftffes   beyond   what  any 

•  Judges,  17th  chapter,  6th  verfe;  2 ill  chapter, 
25th  vcffe. 
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ikhcr  nation  can  boaft ;  and  your  attach- 
ment to  this  your  cduntry  will  confcquent- 
ly  become  infinheiy  ftronger,  through  the 
obligations  of  preference  and  gratitude, 
than  what  early  habits  or  cafual  refidence 
could  impofc.  Contemplated  as  the  fa- 
cred  inclofure  which  enfibraces  and  pro- 
tefts  one  of  the  faireft  fcions  of  the  church 
of  Chrift,  our  love  (hould  ftrengthen  with 
Our  faith;  and  though  our  preference 
fhould  carefully  avoid  that  narrownefs  of 
fenriment,  which  hates  or  defpifes  every 
diing  foreign,  we  (hould  feel  our  interefts 
and  hopes  fo  interwoven  with  the  welfare 
of  our  native  land,  as  to  be  incapable  of 
reparation.  Patriotic  attachment,  forms 
a  marked  feature  in  the  charadter  of  thofe 
worthies  of  old  who  are  recorded  in  holy- 
writ.  And  the  Saviour  of  the  World,  by 
condefcending  to  imbibe  this  predileftion 
for  the  foil  in  which  he.  was  born  and  fu6- 
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lered*,  has  molt  efFeaually  refcucd  the 
genuine  feelings  of  the  patriot  from  the 
undeferved  reproach  of  prejudice  and  nar- 
Townefs  of  foul.  The  citizen  of  the  world, 
who  affcfts  to  defpife  diftinftions  which 
the  Lord  of  Life  has  fanftioned,  may  well 
be  reproved  in  the  fpirit  of  St.  John's  re- 
tort  to  the  uncharitable,  ^'  If  ye  love  not 
"  what  ye  have  feen,  how  can  ye  love 
^  what  ye  have  not  feen  ?** 

But  how  Ihall  women  Ihow  their  iove 
to  their  country  ?  They  cannot  fight  its 
battles,  nor  direft  its  counfels;  their 
purfes  are  feldom  at  their  own  difpofals, 
and  their  anions  are  circumfcribed,  not 
only  by  phyficial,  but  by  civil  reftridionsi 
they  can  only  devote  their  wiflies  and  their 
prayers  to  the  fervice  of  the  common^ 
weal.  Allowing  that  we  could  do  nothing 
more^  we  fliould  then  be  better  than  paf- 

•  Yet  Chriftianity  has  been  defined  to  be  incom* 
patible  with  the  charaaer  of  a  patriot.  How  much 
has  our  faith  been  injured  by  injudicious  defences  I 
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ftvc  patriots.  But  furely  it  is  ftill  further- 
in  our  power  to  <avert  from  our  Jerufa- 
Jem,  thofe  fore  judgments  which  have 
<:aufed  the  downfal  of  every  nation  that  has 
yet  funk  from  greatnefs  to  defolation.  The 
difcontented  politician,  or  the  exiled  ftatef- 
man,  feeks  for  the  caufe  of  national  difafters 
in  the  bafenefs  or  imbecility  of  his  rulers  ^ 
but  the  Chriftian  refers  them  to  the  over- 
ruling  will  of  an  offended  and  chaftizing- 
God.  We  do  not  attribute  peftilence  mere- 
ly to  an  accidental  accumulation  or  negli-^ 
gent  importation  of  poifonous  atoms,  but 
to  a  pre-ordained  concurrence  of  feccmd 
caufes,  or,  in  the  words  of  Scripture,  to 
*'  unfheathing  the  fword  of  the  deftroying. 
*'  angel."  We  deduce  famine  and  fear- 
city,  not  from  the  extortion  or  ignorance 
of  the  cultivators  of  the  earth,  not  from 
chance,  not  from  combination,  but  from 
the  fovereign  will  of  the  Author  of  the 
feafons,   who  may,  for  the  providential 
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purpofes  of  his  righteous  government,  fuf- 
pend  the  operation  of  his  gracious  promife 
that  ^*  feed-tinne  and  harveft  Ihall  never 
"  fail."  Whence  come  wars  and  fightings 
among  us  ?  not  merely  from  the  ambi- 
tion of  royal  cut-throats,  as  mob  orators 
infift,  but  from  private  vices,  from  pride 
engendered  by  opulence  -,  and,  if  we  con- 
fine our  views  to  our  own  times,  from  a 
Ipirit  of  infubordination,  from  the  violent 
paffions  of  the  rabble  let  loofe  from  all 
civil  and  religious  reftraints,  from  the 
afpiring  defigns  of  artful  demagogues  and 
rapacious  marauders,  from  the  multiplied 
hifts  of  luxury,  and  from  the  reftlefs  fpi- 
rit  of  commercial  enterprize.  It  is  moft 
certain,  from  holy  writ,  that  war,-  famine, 
peftilence,  and  all  other  general  calami- 
ties, are  the  means  which  the  Almighty 
employs  to  correal  the  wickednefs  of  of- 
fending nations,  who  can  only  be  chaf- 
tized  while  they  remain  a  colkilive  body ; 
VOL.  II.  y  and 
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and  though  in  that  cafe  the  good  muft 
fuffer  with  the  finful,  yet  if  we  confidcr 
that  there  will  come  a  day  of  individuii 
rcftitution,  the  divine  attribute  of  jufticc 
is  no  v^ay  implicated  by  this  proceeding, 
Befide,  as  we  arc  all  offenders,  the  beft 
of  us  may  be  confidercd  but  as  (Ir^y  (heep^ 
who  need  thefc  heavenly  warnings  to  be 
recalled  to  the  fold.  National  fins,  there- 
fcre,  do  not  mean  the  fins  of  our  gover- 
nors, as  fome  mod  perverfely  mifrepre- 
fentj  but  the  colleflive  oflTences  of  in- 
dividuals. That  we  have  "  been  blefled 
**  beyond  other  nations  \n  a  greater  fhare 
"  of  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  in  wife  and 
**  juft  laws,  in  a  mild  and  yet  vigilant  go- 
«*  vcrnment,  in  internal  peace  and  opu- 
"  lence,  and  in  external  renown  and  pro- 
'*  perity,"  is  mod  true.  That  we  have 
improved  thefe  blefllngs  as  we  ought  to 
have  done,  is  more  than  doubtful.  In- 
fubordination  daily   gains  ground;    and 
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"wbsLt  is  mfubordinationi  but  rebellion 
againft  the  providential  goVenimenc  of 
Godi  for  in  the  language  of  holy  writ, 
**  what  is  Aaron,  that  ye  murmur  againft 
*^  him*  ?*'  Indifference  as  to  the  princi- 
ples of  religion,  and  laxity  in  performing 
the  duties  which  it  enjoins,  become  more 
and  more  evident  in  the  manners  of  all 
clafles.  The  habit  of  referring  all  events 
to  fecond  caufes,  than  which  nothing  is 
more  oppofite  to  the  principles  and  feel- 
ings of  a  Chriftian,  increafes;  and  luxu- 
rious indulgence  and  inordinate  attach- 
ment to  worldly  pleafures,  are  the  cha- 
rafteriftics  of  the  times.  Thefe  arc  fins 
for  which  our  rulers  arc  no  otherwifc 
accountable,  than  as  they  commit  them; 
and  they  who,  in  precept  and  praftice, 
fteadily  endeavour  to  abate  their  preva- 
lence are  moll  truly  patriots  -,  prcvent- 

*  Numbers,  i6thchapcen  verfe  nth. 
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ing,  as  far  as  is  in  their  power,  the  ruin 
which  fuch  felf-created  tyrants  will  bring 
on  the  people  who  willingly  fubnciit  to  their 
galling  yoke. 

When  I  recommend  regard  to  order, 
condefcenfio%  pious  fentiments,  regular 
conduct,  and  temperance  in  pleafure,  to 
my  feoc,  I  certainly  aft  in  perfeft  con- 
formity to  our  priftine  charafter;  which, 
uqlefs  corrupted  by  evil  habits  and  exam- 
ples, fredijpcfes  us  to  whatever  is  calm, 
amiable,  and  of  good  re^port.  In  our  re- 
lative fituation,  as  mothers  and  mif- 
treffes  of  families,  we  poffefs  fo  much  in- 
fluence, thai  if  we  were  uniformly  to  exert 
it  in. the  manner  which  the  times  require 
we  might  produce  a  moft  happy  change 
in  the  morals  of  the  people ;  and  in  peril 
of  .being  thought  fuperftitious,  \  avow 
nny  firm  belief,  that  fuch  a. change  would 
conduce  more  to  extricate  us  from  our 
prefcnt  difficulties,  than  the  wifdom  of  our 
qounfellors,  or  the  valour  of  our  fleets 
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srnd  armies.  We  fhould,  however,  equally 
avoid  refting  in  the  arm  of  the  flefli,-  like 
a  felf- dependent  worldling,  and  fuppofing^ 
like  a  prefumptuous  fanatic,  that  the 
fword  of  the  fpirit  is  the  only  weapon  that 
we  have  permiflron  to  ufe.  The  lawful- 
nefs  of  even  defenfive  war  has  been  dfenied 
by  many  (I  hope  fincere,  but  I  am  fure 
ill-judging)  Chriftians ;  who  forget  that 
our  BlefledLord  never  could  mean  to  re- 
vote  one  of  thofe  firft  laws  of  our  nature, 
which  himfelf,  in  the  charafter  of  our 
Creator,  Impofcd  upon  us,  and  the  necef- 
fity  of  which  he  experimentally  proved  ;  I 
mean  [the  law  of  felf-defence.  The  pre- 
cepts which  his  eminent  forerunner  gave 
refpeftirig  the  conduft  of  military  men, 
the  frequent  allufions  to  a  (late  of  vvarfare 
in  the  apoftolical  writings,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  the  earlieft  converts,  many  o^ 
whom  were  foldiers,  and  certainly  did  not 
fcnounce  their  military  duties  on  conr>^^ 
y  3  mencing 
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mcficing  Chriftiansi  all  thele  confidcra- 
tions  muft  decide  the  queftion  in  the  opi- 
nion of  reafonable  people.      When  we 
confider  that  it  is  impoffible  to   prevent 
violence    and  aggreffion,   otherwile  than 
by  refiftance  i   and  :  that  when   once  the 
flood-gates  of  war  are  opened,  circum^ 
fiances  muft  decide  whether  we  Ihall  con- 
tent ourfelves  with  reftraining  it  within 
its  banks,  or  attempt  to  turn  its  wafteful 
.current  on  hoftile  plains ;  we  muft  rather 
pity  the  wcaknefs  of  thofe  who  could  per- 
plex themfelves  with  fuch  fcruples,  than 
admit  that  they  are  founded  on  the  word 
of  God. 

But  is  not  war  an  evil  ?  Certainly,  or 
it  would  not  be  denominated  the  fword  of 
the  Lord.  Should  it  not  be  avoided,  if 
poffible  ?  Unqueftionably,  it  (hould.  Go 
#nd  humble  thyfelf  before  God  for  thofe 
iins  which  deferve  fuch  a  chaftifcmcnt. 
But  are  not  our  rulers  the  mediate  caufes 
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of  this  calamity  ?  I  fpeak  nof  of  paft  but 
of  prefent  times,  and  anfwer  No.  The 
predifted  fpirit  has  arifen  out  of  the  bot- 
tomlefs  pit,  who  "  is  prefumptuous,  dif- 
**  obedient,  felf- willed,  and  not  afraid  ta 
"  fpeak  evil  of  dignities/*  If  you  doubt 
the  fa6t,  look  at  the  (late  of  your  own 
houfehold,  at  the  drefs,  converfation,  and 
conduft  of  your  fervants.  Obfcrve  the 
air  of  equality,  or  the  low6r  of  difcontent, 
which  you  may  fee  even  in  thofe  ruftic 
countenances,  who  ufed  to  greet  you  with 
the  fmile  of  refpcftful  attachment.  Con- 
fider  the  alarming  combinations  in  va- 
rious trades  j  not  that  workmen  may  pof- 
fefs  the  means  oi  Juhfijling  their  indigent 
families,  but  that  a  larger  portion  of  every 
week  may  be  allotted  to  idlenefs  and  in* 
temperance.  Contemplate  the  univerfal 
thirft  for  political  knowledge,  the  irrevc^ 
xtxic^  with  which  the  moft  elevated  cha- 
rafters  are  fpoken  of;  and>  above  all,  re^ 
y  4  acft 
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fteft^  Oft  the  probable  confequence  of  two* 
opinions  which  are  alrhoft  univerfal  among 
the  lower  orders;  namely,  that  in  thfs 
land  of  liberty  tvcry  man  may  do  as  he 
pleafes,  and  that  he  has  a  right  to  choofe 
his  civil  governors  and  fph-itual  inftruc- 
tors. 

Permit  me  to  enforce  my  op?hion  rc- 
fpedling  the  folly  of  the  higher  orders 
countenancing  the  growth  of  democracy, 
by  quoting  the  authority  of  a  fcholar 
whom  every  party  reveres ;  I  mean  Sir 
"William  Jones.  After  obferving,  that 
*•  the  original  form  of  our  conftitution  is 
**  almoft  divine,  to  fuch  a  degree  that  no 
"  ftate  of  Greece  dr  Rome  could  ever 
*'  boaft  one  fuperior  to  it,  nor  could  Plato, 
**  Ariftotle,  nor  any  legiflator,  even  con- 
"  ceive  a  more  perfeift  model  of  a  ftate," 
he  proceeds:  •*  What^ean  be  more  dif^ 
**  ficult  to  devife,  than  a  conftitution 
**  whichj  while  it  guards  the  dignity  of 
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*l  tlie  fovereign,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
"  fubjcft,  from  any  incroachmenc,  by  the 

/*  influence  and  power  of  the  nobility, 
"  preferves  the  force  and  majefty  of  the 
"  laws  fronn  violation  by  popukr  liberty. 
**  This  was  the  cafe  formerly  in  our 
**.  ifl^(4  and  would  be  fo  ftill,  if  the  folly 
^  of  fome  had  not  prompted  them  to  fpur 
*'  on  the  populace,  inftead  of  Itokiing 
**  them  in."  The  times  that  he  alludes 
to  were,  when  Wilkes  was  tht  ftill  hurning 
volcano  of  fedition  :  but  the  folly  that  be 
reprobates  has  fince  alarmingly  increafed  ^ 
and  party,  of  late,  has  never  fcrupled  to 
excite  a  contempt%for  thofe  principles, 
which  muft  yet  form  the  foundation  of  the 
power  that  it  wiflies  to  aflume.  Is  there 
not  realbn  to  think,  that  the  continental 
wars  in  which  we  have  been  engaged,  al- 

-  moft  during  the  whole  of  his  prefent  Ma- 

jefty's  reign,  were  providentially  necefTary 

to  drain  off  thefe  violent  humours  of  the 
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nation,  by  devoting  thofe  corrupt  mem- 
bers of  fociety  to  die  fword  in  a  /oreipg 
climate,  who,  had  they  continued  at  home, 
might  probably  have  kindkd  thcftill  more 
deftruftive  flames  of  civil  war. 

Maternal  tcndemefs  is  apt  to  urge  ob- 
jeftions  to  war,  which  ftatc  nec^ty  cart- 
not  fuccefefuliy  combat,  unkfs  in  cafes  r>f 
near  and  i4iFimediate  danger.  Unqucftion- 
ably,  much  confideration  is  ncceffary,  be- 
fore we  devote  our  fons  to  the  military 
profeffion,  without  knowing  that  they  hare 
a  decided  predileftion  for  that  dangerous 
but  honourable  occupation  -,  but  when  it 
is  their  cboi^e^  it  bcftoves  us  to  pradife 
the  duty  of  acquiefeence.  Since  it  is 
judged  necefl&ry,  that  during  the  prefent 
awful  afped  of  continental  affairs,  every 
young  man  fhould  fuffkiently  tmdcrfland 
the  ufc  of  arms,  to  be  aflifting  in  dcfcmi- 
ing  his  native  Ihores  in  cafe  of  attack,  it 
is  to  be  helped  that  matenid  timidity  will 
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ntvcr  check  the  operation  of  a  meafure, 
which^  though  (if  followed  up  wicli  that 
(teady  refpliicion  which  can  alone  make  it 
of  real  ucility)  it  includes  privation>  bo- 
dily fatigue,  and  even  danger,  the  facrcd 
call  of  public  duty  imperiouQy  enjoins. 
Our  tender  folicitude  for  the  welfare  of 
our  offspring  may  be  moft  judicioufly  ex- 
erted, in  fortifying  the  young  volunteer 
againlt  thofe  temptations  to  excels  and 
lipentioufneis,  which  mud  ever  attend  ni|^ 
merous  affoeiations  of  young  men  re- 
moved from  parental  infpeftion  or  coiv 
troul,^and  expofed  to  the  enticements,  or 
ftill  more  dangerous  ftircafms,  of  prac- 
tifed  debauchees.  A  ferious  mind  ,muft 
ardendy  pray,  that  the  unparallcUcd  br^- 
very  and  public  fpirit  which  the  rifing 
hope  of  England  has  fhewn  at  this  me« 
morable  period,  tmj  not  be  fo  perverted  as 
to  render  <^  the  thing  which  fhould  have 
**  been  for  dur  health  an  occafion  of  fall- 
T  5  "  ing. 
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**  ing/*  by  ftill  further  provoking  the 
God  of  Hofts,  who  is  of  purer  eyes  than 
to  behold  iniquity. 

To  thofe  whofe  anxious  fears  now  fol- 
low a  beloved  relation  to  the  poft  of 
danger  on  fame  hoftile  plain,  or  iron-girt 
coaft,  I  would  fuggefV  one  trite,  but  not 
puerile  refleftion.  Death  is  the  inevitable 
lot  of  all  i  therefore  they  who  fall  in  bat- 
tle do  but  prematurely  reffgn  a  mortal 
exiftence  which  a  few  years  muft  have 
clofed,  and  probably  by  a  more  agonizing 
mode  of  termination.  The  pangs  of  mor- 
tal difeafe,  or  that  (low  and  painful  death 
which  attends  old  age,  feeras  more  ajJ- 
palling  to  the  feelings  of  nature,  than  the 
excruciating  but  fwift  hand  of  violence. 
Dr.  Paley  has  fucceftfully  proved,  that 
Providence,  by  ordering  one  fpecies  of 
animal  life  to  fubfift  by  preying  upon 
another,  ordained  the  moft  merciful  way 
of  ending  a  being  in  which  the  feeds  of 
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diflblutron  were  indubitably  fown.  Afr 
hofpital  prefents  as  pitiable  a  fight  as'  a 
field  of  battle ;  I  mean  as  far  a^  refates 
to  human  mifery.  It  is  true,  the  latter 
does  not  admit  of  thofe  kind  miniftratiohs 
of  attentive  iympathy  which  appear  lb 
exquifitdy  precious  ;  but  whoever  has 
ftood  by  the  bed  of  pain,  difeafe,  or  death, 
muft  have  felt,  in  every  fruitlefs  wifti  and 
thrilling  fear,  how  very  little  we  can  do  ih 
lightening  the  heavy  burden  of  extrente 
bodily  diffrefs.  Perhaps,  when  we  wipe 
the  faint  dews  from  the  languid  face,  con^- 
vey  fome  fmall  drop  of  fuftenance  into 
the  fpeechlefs  mouth,  or  fmooth  the  pik 
lows  under  the  reftlefs  head,  the  feK^en- 
groffed  fufitrer  perceives  not  our  affiftance,. 
or  even  feels  his  anguilh  heightened  by 
our  folicitude. 

But  I  have  in  fome  meafure  wandered 
from  my  fubjeft :  let  me  regain  the  ra- 
velled clue,  by  obferving,   that  the  in- 

crcafe 


y  Google 


494 

Creafc  of  found  principles  and  Chriftiair 
praftkrc  will  expedite  the  time   "  when 
"  nation  fliali  not  lift  up  the  fword  againft 
*•  nation,  neither  fliall  they  l^arn  war  any 
♦^  nwrc."     The   Millenium,    to    which 
piety  looks  forward,    is  not  founded  on 
that  equalization  of  ftation  and  authority, 
which  the  frantic  adorers  of  King  Jefus^ 
pkaded  as  an  excufe  for  licentioufnefs  or 
febellion  i  nor  is  it  the  reign  of  the  god- 
defs  Reafon>  to  whom  infidel  anarchifts 
bla^hemoufly    facrificed  their  Chriftian 
hopes.     If  the  period,  fb  o(ccn  defcribed 
in  prophcfy,  realfy  relate  to  the  temporai 
rule  of  our  Blefied  Redeemer,  thofe  who 
^  have  rebelled   againft   their"    earthly 
*'  king,*'  and  iat  in  judgment  on  him, 
muft  expeA  to  be  exiled  from  the  peaces 
able  region  of  order  and  perfed  righteouA 
tit&^  and  to  be  configned  to  puniJbmM, 
^wt  reward,  either  in  that  triumphal  (b^ 
of  the  tn^  church  of  God^  or  at  tjie 
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great  day  of  final  account,  when  vfi  (hllf 
all  be  qucftioned  how  we  have  obeyed 
thefe  precepts,  *^  Submit  yourfelf  to  every 
•*  ordinance  of  man  for  the  Lord's  fake ; 
*'  let  every  foul  be  fubjeft  to  the  higher 
•*  powers  I  for  there  is  no  power  but  of 
*'  God/* 

The  notices  which  rcvehtioh  has  givenf 
OS  of  the  future  world,  are,  as  we  might 
expeft  them  to  be,  few,  myftcribus,  and 
impreflive ;  fuch  as  leave  no  doubt  a5  to 
its  certainty  and  duration  ;^  but  fo  far  in- 
Yclope  its  plcafwcs  and  employments  in 
figure  and  analogy,  as  to  convince  trs  that 
feparate  fpirks  and  glorified  bodies  are 
cngroflfed  by  different  purfutts,  and  c». 
pable  of  more  exquyitt  ddights,  than  we 
moriab  c^n  conceive.  But,  whenever  the 
facred  page  incidentally  difclofes  a  view  of 
He^ven>  it  defcribes  it  as  the  feat  of  order 
and  government,  gradation  of  rank,  fupi^*^ 
macy^  aad  obedicRC^    ^  Tbbone^,  do^ 
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.'  mrnions,  principalities^  and  powers/' 
are  the  apoftolical  dcfignations  of  angelic 
dignities.  Our  Lord  declares,  chat  **  there 
•*  are  in  his  Father's  houfe  many  man- 
**  fions;^*  many  as  to  number,  and  to 
gradation  too,  according  to  the  opinion 
of  learned  commentators.  Every  where 
Heaven*  is  fpoken  of  as  a  kingdom; 
God  is  dcfcribed  as  its  fupreme  fove- 
reign,  furrcunded  by  innumerable  hofts 
of  miniftring  fpiritSy  aril  bkffed,  glori- 
ous, and  happy ;  but  enjoying  thefe  ad- 
vantages as  the  fruit  of  obedience  and 
peacci  and  among  thefe  diftinguifhed 
beings  two  are  mentioned  in  the  ca- 
nonical books  of  Scripture,  Michael  Mrd 
Raphael,  to  whom  greater  pre-eminence, 
and  the  honorable  title  of  archangel,  are 
affigned. 

There  cannot  be  a  furer  fign  of  the 
decay  of  religion  in  any  country,  than  in 
a  general  inclination  to  give  pagan  vir- 
tues 
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tues*  a  preference  over  Chriftian  gfac^ 
The  precept  of  "  Submitting  yourfelves  to 
*'  one  another  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord," 
feems  to  be  univerfally  renounced,  for  the 
injunftion  of,  Maintain  your  own  facred 
rights.  Are  thcfe  duties  incompatible  ? 
Is  not  obftinate  refiftance  as  likely  to 
engender  tyranny,  as  flavifh  obedience  ? 
There  is  an  abfolute  ncceflity  that  fomx: 
fhould  rule ;  fociety  cannot  be  held  to- 
gether without  this  bond.  If,  therefore, 
the  fubordinate  parts  will  prefs  upon  the 
higher,  authority  muft  drop  its  fcepre 
and  wield  \x.%  fword.  At  all  events,  anar- 
chy muft  be  fubdued,  or  the  ftate  will  be 
annihilated.  Compliance,  by  Ikinning 
over  the  furface,  only  enlarges  the  cor- 
roding ulcer,  which  putrifies  underneath. 
A  turbulent  community  never  long  pre^ 
ferved  its   freedom;    it  only   exchanged 

♦  The  contrail  between  thcfe  is  ably  enforced  in 
the  Menroirj  of  Agrippina. 
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^wful  and  limited  rulers  for  tyrannical 
Tnurpers. 

The   Church    of  England  has    beeii 
charged  with  infbrcing  the  obligation  of 
Chriftian  obedience  beyond  the  bounds  of 
civil  liberty.      We  have   feen,  that  her 
public  offices  are  undeferving  of  this  cen- 
fure;  and  it  is  unjuft  to  accufe  her  oa 
account  of  the   tenets  -  of  Ibmc  of  her 
members  or  officials,  who,  in  the  heat  of 
their  oppofition  to  the  wild  advocates  of 
licentioufnefs,  have  fometimes,  by  extreme 
tenacity,   injured  the  caufc  which  they 
fupported.     The  duty  of  our  Sovereign, 
to  govern  us  by  the  laws  of  this  realm,  is 
as  decidedly  recognized,  as  our  obligation 
of   obedience   is    pofitively   determined.. 
The  queftion  is,  who  is  to  be  judge  whe- 
ther the  prince  oblcrves  or  falfifics  his 
engagements  ?  and  we  may  conftitwion- 
ally  anfwer,  Not  the  people.     An  interme- 
diate ftate  exifts,  to  whom,  in  cafes  of 
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fuch  emergency,  both  parties  ihould  aj^ 
peaL  Oar  hiftory  informs  us,  that  a 
Ibvereign  has  been  thus  judged  to  have 
forfeited  his  high  trufl: ;  and  the  renriain- 
ing  parts  of  our  legitimate  government 
(which  certainly,  during  the  interregnum, 
continued  to  be  our  lawful  rulers)  nomi- 
nated the  next  in  fucceflion,  againft  whom 
no  plea  of  ineligibiUty  could  be  urged,  to 
fill  the  vacant  throne ;  who  on  their  parts 
promifed  obfervance  of  the  conftitution 
which  they  came  to  preferve.  By  this  the 
people  did  not  cboofe  their  ruler ;  but  the 
law  Jupplied  the  vacancy  which  had  been 
caufed  by  the  mifrule  of  the  executive 
power.  It  is  to  the  law  of  thefe  rdalms, 
that  the  people  owe  allegiance.  That 
law  recognizes  the  king,  not  only  as  the 
fountain  of  authority,  but  as  tlie  deter- 
mining ratifter,  whofc  approbation  -eon- 
▼erts  legiQative  decifions  into  laws.  His 
prerogative,  therefori,  is  io  knit  together, 
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and  interwoven  with  our  conftitution,  chat 
we  cannot  refpeft  the  one,  without  reve- 
rencing the  other,  unkfs  the  king  expofes 
himfelf  to  aflault,  by  calling  away  the 
fhield  that  rendered  him  invulnerable  j 
the  probability  of  which  event  has  been 
decreaftng  ever  fince  the  Revolution. 
Should  it  again  happen,  that  mifguided 
royalty  prefers  ufurped  to  conftitutional 
power,  the  fanae  fteady  regard  to  truth 
and  juftice,  and  attachment  to  the  welfare 
of  our  beloved  native  land,  that  now  calk 
upon  us  to  refift  the  torrent  of  infubordi- 
xiation,  will,  we  truft,  roufe  our  pofterity 
to  defend  thofe  bulwarks  which,  unlefs 
betrayed  by  the  bafenefs  and  venality  of 
their  natural  guardians,  rauft  ever  rieftrairti- 
the  advancements  of  tyranny. 

Having  often  remarked,  how  ftrongly 
the  Scriptures  impofe  the  duty  of  obedr- 
ence  on  fubjeds,  it  may  not  be  unadvife- 
able  to  obfcrve,  that  they  abound  with 
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Tcproofs  to  wicked  rulers,  and  record  Te- 
veral  inftances  of  approved  refiftance  to 
cruelty  and  oppreflion*.  St.  Paul,  efpe- 
cially,  is  diftinguiftied  for  his  bold  afler- 
tion  of  his  civil  rights,  and  fpirited  oppo- 
fition  to  injuftice,  though  aftually  fcated 
on  the  tribunal  of  legal  power.  Chrif- 
tian  obedience,  therefore,  is  not  abjeft 
fubnrtiffion  ;  but  it  is  humility  of  mind. 
It  is  not  thinking  of  ourfelves  highly,  or 
only  confidering  the  errors  of  our  gover- 
nors, and  our  own  dejerts  \  but  it  is 
thinking  foberly,  making  allowances  for 
their  failings,. and  acknowledging  our  own. 
It  is  giving  *'  tribute  wher«  tribute  is 
"  due,"  and  *'  fubmitting  to  the  ordinances, 
"  of  man  i"  not  frpm  fear,  not  from  any 
fmifter  purpofe,  but  "  for  the  Lord '5 
"  fake,"  with  a  thorough  conviction  that 
we  owe  the.  blefling  of  regular  government 

♦  Particularly  I  ft  Kings,  21ft  chapter,  verfe  jdj 
aad  Genefis,  1 4th  chapter. 
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to  God,  and  that  the  obedience  which  wc 
pay  to  the  human  reprefi^ntatives  of  his 
power,  the  earthen  veffels  in  which  the 
treafures  of  order,  peace,  and  feturity, 
are  depofited,  is  well  pleafing  in  his 
fight.  Such  a  confcientious  attachment 
to  our  king  and  country,  enlightened  by 
hiftorical  knowledge,  is  as  much  political 
information  as  our  fex  requires.  It  will 
be  a  prefervative  from  party  violence,  and 
from  that  agitating  intereft  in  local  dif- 
putes  which  overpowers  weak  minds.  It 
will  put  us  upon  our  guard  againft  the 
pfeudo  patriots,  who  ufe  the  welfare  of 
the  public,  as  a  catch-word  to  perfuade 
the  deluded  multitude  to  raife  them  to  the 
lofty  eyrie  of  greatnefs,  from  which  they 
may  fuccefsfully  dart  upon  thofe  to  whom 
they  owe  their  exaltation.  For  power, 
like  the  founto^in  of  Lethe,  has  the  infal- 
lible quality  of  induing  thofe  who  tafte  it 
with  the  habit  of  forgetting /(?rw^r  friends 
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and  tarPf  profeffions.  As  this  has  been 
the  invariable  condu6t  of  all  popular  idols^ 
iiothing  but  the  ignorance  of  their  vota- 
ries can  render  it  fuccefsful.  Would  wc 
but  look  a  little  lefs  at  what  is  prefent, 
and  more  at  what  is  paft,  we  fhould  fcorn 
to  be  cheats  by  the  method  which  dif- 
tinguifhed  the  rebellion  of  a  difobedient 
ipecious  demagogue  three  thoufand  years 
ago*' 

Having  efcaped  out  of  the  dangerous 
labyrinth  of  politics  (may  I  hope  with 
fafety  ?)  let  me  now  enforce  a  caution 
which  the  laft  topic  has  brought  to  my 
recolleftion  ;  I  mean,  againft  the  very 
common  fault  of  confining  your  attention 
to  new  publications  and  local  topics.  I 
know  that  you  are  above  the  vanity  of 
being  thought  a  literary  lady,  which  in- 
duces many  a  would-be  Afpafia  to  toil 
through  volumes  of  inanityr  only  that  (he 

*  ad  Samuel,  15th  chapter,  4th  verfe, 
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tnay  be  Xaid  to  read  every  thing  that 
comes  out.  "  Prince  Pofterity,"  as 
Swift  humoroufly  terms  the  future,  is 
generally  juft  to  us  fcribblers;  and  it  is 
as  fafe  for  thofe  who  have  not  much  lei- 
fure  to  beftow  on  books,  to  wait  till  their 
value  has  been  determined  by  his  high- 
nefs's  preceptor,  Tinae.  What  a  mafs  of 
rubbifh  docs  every  year  confign  to  the 
trunk-m;^ker !  yet  it  is  poffible,  that  many 
of  thefe  defundt  compolitions  were  ad- 
mired- by  many  belide  their  dijafirous  pa- 
rent.  '*  The  older  an  author  is,"  fays 
Howel,  "  commonly  the  more  folid  he 
^*  is,  and  the  greater  teller  of  truth;'* 
the  reafon  is  evident,  the  impartial  cenfure 
of  the  public  annihilates  all  others.  The 
pleafure  and  the  improvement  which  we 
derive  from  reading,  confifts  in  our  pre- 
ferring a  well-digefted  feleftion  j  and  even 
perfons  of  the  brightefl:underftandings,who 
are  compelled  by  their  fituatioa  to  read 

every 


y  Google 


505 

every  thing,  generally  complain  that  their 
jninds  are  retrograde  in  refpedt  to  ufeful 
or  agreeable  information. 

There  is  a  fpecies  of  compofition  which 
is  very  popular,  but  (hould,  in  my  opinion, 
only  be  fought  for  by  thofe  who  have 
little  leifurej  and  even  then,  fince  it  is 
more  ufeful  to  know  a  few  things  well, 
than  to  imbibe  a  confufedjumble  of  every 
thing,  even  fuch  readers  might  employ 
their  time  more  advantageoufly  j  I  {peak 
of  thofe  works  which  go  by  the  name  of 
Extrafts,  Anecdotes,  Beauties,  and  Anas, 
If  to  amufe  be  the  dbjeft  of  the  compilers 
of  thefe  olios,  I  fear  they  lofe  their  aim, 
except  wiih  very  volatile  ftudents;  for 
you  are  fcarcely  permitted  to  be  interejled 
with  one  fubjeft,  before  you  arc  hurried 
to  another,  with  an  abruptnefs  that  rather 
exbaufts  than  exhilarates.  A  beauty,  torn 
from  its  native  foil,  often  becomes  a  de- 
•  formity,  becaufc  a  judicious  writer  always 
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contrives  that  (ituation  fhould  heighten 
the  efFc6t  of  his  fplendid  paflages.  The 
bathos  was  never  more  ftrongly  exhibited, 
th^n  in  an  attempt  to  introduce  fomc  of 
Mrs.  Ratcliffe's  fine  romances  upon  the 
ftage.  The  incidents  and  charafters  arc 
indeed  verkally  preferved  j  but  the  nice 
arrangement  and  preparation  which  ren- 
dered them  ftriking,  being  confidered  by 
the  dramatizer  as  unejfential ;  of  courfe,  the 
fame  ftory  which  once  harrowed  up  the 
fqul,  now  convulfes  us  with  laughter. 

Criticifm  is  the'laft  topic  to  which  I 
fhall  call  your  attention,  in  what,  I  fear, 
my  awful  cenfors  will  call  my  "  literary 
**  gofliping  j"  I  mean  if  they  (hould  de- 
termine to  beftow  any  caftigation  on  a 
hardmed  offender,  who  has  often  dared  to 
utter  a  jeft  at  their  dread  tribunals.  Were 
I. not  afraid,  that  fome  one  would.difcover 
me  to  be  of  a  moft  malicious  turn  of  mind, 
J  Ihould  confefs  that  it  is  a  fpecics  of  read- 
ing 
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lAg  from  which  I  derive  uncommon  pleai- 
fure.  Learning,  genius,  and  wit,  cannot  be 
more  ufefuUy  employed,  than  when  they 
officiate  as  porters  at  the  temple  of  the 
mufes ;  but  fince  it  fometimes  happens  in 
thefe  evil  days,  that  people  appoint  them- 
felves  to  this  office,  without  having  had 
their  Credentials  figned  by  Phoebus,  I 
would  advife  you,  if  you  have  a  relifh 
r  for  this  high-feafoned  food,  to  apply  to 
more  than  one  caterer;  or  you  will,  by 
depending  on  his  biH  of  fare,  encounter 
**  a  crow  in  a  perigord  pie ;"  I  mean, 
that  prejudice  and  party  will  fo  difguife 
an  author,  as  cither  to  prevent  you  from 
enjoying  a  mental  luxury,  or  oblige  you 
to  fwallow  a  naufeous  compofition.  In 
thefe  times  of  violent  contention,  party 
intrudes  its  cloven  foot  into  every  fub- 
jeft;  and  works  are  eftimated  by  eve.y 
other  rule  than  intrinfic  merit.  The  pub- 
lic is,  however,  generally  more  juft;  an 
z  2  illiberal 
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illiberal  critique  has  feldom  enough  fo- 
lidity  to  arreft  the  flight  of  genius  j  and 
it  rarely  happens,  that  dulnefs  can  long 
foar  on  the  plumage  which  partiality  had 
fupplied,  though  its  efforts  are  affifted  by 
i\\t  puff  direSl^  as  well  as  iht  puff  by  impli^ 
cation. 

Periodical  critiques  have  been  thought 
unfavourable  to  the  caufe  of  literature. 
When  the  number  of  them  was  fmall,  few 
peoole  had  accefs  to  more  than  one ;  and 
as  its  decifion  was  uncontroverted,  its 
diHum  was  received  as  infallible ;  but  fince 
this  monarchy  (or  call  it  a  triumvirate) 
has  been  fplit  into  petty  principalities, 
the  mighty  whole  refembles  a  fang-drawn 
lion,  on  which  we  literary  mice  may  fport 
with  impunity.  Efpecially  as,  inftead 
of  a  general  union  among  the  various 
departments  of  cenforial  inquifition,  they 
forget  their  common  intereft,  and  are  not 
only  rivals  but  enemies.  At  that  import- 
ant 
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ant  aera,  when,  in  the  fpirit  of  Turkifh 
policy,  criticifm  refolved  to  have  *'  no- 
*'  brother  near  the  throne,"  the  veil  was 
drawn  from  the  eye  of  the  public,  and 
the  unerring  fage  funk  into  the  literary 
prize-fighter,  who  purchafed  renown  by 
baftinading  his  competitors.  From  that 
happy  moment,  the  natives  of  Grub-ftrect, 
who  were  wont  to  (land  filent  to  be  pecked 
at,  till  their  ferene  tormentors  were  fa- 
tiated  with  looking  at  their  bare  anatomy^ 
now  chuckle  and  crow  in  their  turn ; 
for  who  is  afraid  of  a  reviewed  reviewer  ? 
I  beg  pardon  for  thus  frequently  alluding 
to  my  own  dear  fraternity  j  the  recollec- 
tion of  our  fufFcrings  mud  excufe  a  little 
triumph  at  our  being  for  ever  emanci- 
pated from  our  filent  bondage^  and  per- 
mitted, like  the  flaves  in  the  infernal 
regions,  to  laih  the  tyrants  who  once 
made  us  groan« 
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Since  the  opportunity  of  coniparing 
various  critiques  efFeftually  combats  every 
objeftion  that  could  be  made  on  the 
fcore  of  prejudicing  the  mind,  when  your 
own  principles  are  generally  fixed,  there 
is  no  danger  in  learning  the  charafler 
of  a  work  from  a  journal  oppofite  to 
your  own  notions,  provided  you  keep 
an  antidote  at  hand.  You  will  thus  be 
able  to  deteft  the  excefles  and  falfe  gloflfes 
of  either  party  j  and  difcuffion  will  pre- 
vent your  moderation  from  degenerating 
into  lukewarmne/jy  or  your  zeal  from  eva- 
porating into  extravagance.  This  requires 
a  folidity  of  judgment,  to  which  I  know 
you  are  equal;  the  attempt,  however, 
would  be  unfafe  to  our  fex  during  their 
falad  days.  But  belide  periodical  produc- 
tions, which  are  unavoidably  tainted  with 
the  imperfedions  incident  to  local  difcuf- 
fiops,  we-  poflefs  a  mine  of  critical  trea- 
furcs,  to  whofe  fterling  ore  time  has  fixed 
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his  indubitable  atteftation.  Among  the 
moft  valuable  of  thefe,  we  may  rank 
the  effort  of  female  tafte  in  defence  of 
our,  national  favourite  Shakfpeare,  and 
the  animadverfions  interfperfed  in  the 
biographical  labours  of  Johnfon.  Criti- 
cifm  alfo  occupies  a  diftinguiflied  and 
inftruftive  part  of  thofe  periodical  eflays 
which  I  formerly  recommended  to  your 
attention.  Nor  do  I  wilh  to  confine  my 
commendations  of  this  branch  of  polite 
literature  to  the  Auguitan  ages  of  the 
Spectator  or  the  Rambler ;  living  authors 
have  added  much  valuable  matter;  and 
even  in  the  ephemeral  produftions  of  the 
day  we  often  meet  with  remarks  replete 
with  fo  much  wit  and  ingenuity,  4s  in- 
clines a  reclufe  obferver  to  confider  the 
national  tafte  as  being  materially  improved^ 
notwithftanding  the  melancholy  caveat 
which  the  degrading  ftate  of  the  drama 
enters  againft  this  exhilarating  reflexion. 
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Vapid  critic! fm  is  verbofe  and  tedious  5 
but  inveftive  or  adulation  arc  its  bafeft 
and  moft  frequent  faults.  The  popu- 
larity of  this  fpecies  of  reading  has  cer- 
tainly turned  us  into  a  nation  of  difpu- 
tants  and  cenfors.  Pope  complains,  that 
•'  ten  cenfure  wrong,  for  one  who  writes 
•*  amifsj^'  and  every  author  feelingly 
affents  to  the. truth  of  this  oracular  de- 
claration. But  the  charafter  that  I  have 
been  fa  long  fupporting,  upon  recollec- 
tion, covers  me  with  fhame  and  terror ; 
fince,  however  I  might  hope  to  cfcape 
under  cover  of  my  fex  as  an  author,  in 
my  new  charafter  of  critic  I  can  expeft 
nothing  but  the  fate  of  the  difaftrous  jack- 
daw, who  ventured  into  an  aflembly  of 
peacocks.  I  (hall  not,  however,  be  ftrip* 
'  ped  of  all  my  borrowed  pltrmage ;  much 
of  it  belonged  to  orte  who  can?JOt  now 
reclaim  his  own  ideas.  The  grave,  which 
prematurely  clofed  on  as  much  genius^ 
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information^  and  tafte,  as  can  diftinguifk 
an  individual,  efftElually  conceals  my  pla- 
giarifm. 

I  fliall  conclude  this  letter  by  repeating 
a  caution,  which  will  certainly  come  un- 
opportunely  from  one  who  fpeaks  through 
the  pigmy  defile  of  twenty  duodecimos. 
I  mean,  that  valuable  knowledge  is  not 
increafed  by  inceflant  reading.  One  well- 
digefted  book  will  improve  the  mind  and 
the  heart  more  than  many  volumes  haftily 
devoured  for  the  purpofe  of  faying  that 
we  have  read  them.  This  appetite  for 
univerfal  fcholarlhip  is  rather  increafed 
by  periodical  annotators  ;  for  they  feem  to 
fuppofe  that  it  is  reproachful,  for  any  who 
pretend  to  literary  tafte,  to  be  unacquainted 
with  any  celebrated  work.  I  believe  few 
people  poffefs  fuch  clear  heads,  and  re- 
tentive  memories,  as  to  be  able  to  com- 
prehend a  long  work  at  one  perufal ;  and 
few  have  fufEcient  leifurc  to  beftow  cir- 
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tamfpeik  inveftigation  on  a  great  variet/r 
A  feleftion  of  found  authors  of  acknow- 
ledged merit  is,  therefore,  moft  fervico 
able  to  general  readers ;  for  it  is  not  the 
images  of  words  palling  before  the  eyes, 
but  ideas  impriftted  upon  the  foul  by  the 
blended  powers  of  memory  and  under- 
ftanding,  that  can  make  us  cither  better 
or  wifer  for  our  ftudies. 

I  remain,  my  dear  Mifs  M     .    ,  &c^ 
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